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O B IT UA RY

Tribute to the late Clr. Jim Sheridan

The sudden and unexpected death of Councillor Jim
Sheridan occurred at his home at Drumfad, Buncrana on
24th February 2004.

The Cathaoirleach, Clr. David Alcorn, convened a Special
Meeting of the Council on 2nd March, 2004 to pay respect
to Jim and express condolences to his wife Una and family.

The Cathaoirleach opened the meeting by welcoming Mrs
Una Sheridan, together with her son Adrian and sister in
law Marcella, to the Council Chamber. The untimely passing
of Jim had, he noted, been met with much shock and
dismay across the entire political divide. Jim, he stated, had
always been a man of his word, carrying out his duties as a
Councillor with the utmost honesty and integrity, yet at all
times respecting the political viewpoint of others. The
Cathaoirleach referred to Jim’s life long commitment to the
Buncrana Youth Accordion Band, and requested that
members make a donation to the band in his memory
noting that the County Manager had agreed to source
money to match the subscription by members.

Other members joined in expressing their sympathy and
paying their tributes to Jim. His huge contribution to the
promotion and development of the Inishowen Peninsula
was acknowledged, along with his outstanding commit-
ment to a wide range of community based organisations.
Reference was made to his tireless campaigning for a range
of projects including the development of the Swilly, the
Buncrana to Rathmullan Ferry, the Desertegney and 
Dunaff Water Schemes, Inch Island, Killea and Burnfoot
Development Schemes and the promotion of telecommuni-
cations and Broadband within the peninsula. Members

acknowledged that he had represented the people of
Buncrana and Inishowen with much dignity and they 
would be poorer for his passing.

In his chosen profession as a teacher, Jim gained a unique
insight into educational issues and had over the years
campaigned vigorously for improvements in the school
retention rate and the Transition phase from National to
Secondary School.

The County Manager noted that the meeting had
transcended the normal business of Council and politics.
He paid tribute to the quiet, courteous and effective
manner in which the late Clr. Sheridan had conducted his
business with Council Officials and Staff. He had earned
respect both as an individual and as member of Donegal
County Council, and would always be remembered as
someone with whom it was a pleasure to work with.
Reflecting on Clr. Sheridan’s many goals and achievements,
Mr Mc Loone advised that these would be a lasting
testimony to his work for the people of Inishowen and the
county generally as he represented the county at national
level on a range of issues which were highlighted in the
remarks already made by members.

Mrs Una Sheridan thanked members and staff for their
kindness and support at this difficult time. She acknowl-
edged the sincerity of the tributes paid and extended
heartfelt thanks to both Mr Pat Gillespie, Senior Executive
Engineer and the Roads staff in the Inishowen Electoral 
Area for all their help.

A minute’s silence was then observed by all present as a
mark of respect.

Ar dheis Déa go raibh a n’anam dilis.
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Elected Members

glenties electoral area

letterkenny electoral area

milford electoral area

inishowen electoral area

donegal electoral area

stranorlar electoral area

David Alcorn
Burtonport - F.F.

Brian O’Domhnaill
Falcarragh - F.F.

Padraig Doherty 
Gweedore - F.G.

Terence Slowey
Ardara - F.G.

Enda Bonner
Dungloe - F.F.

Pearse Doherty
Falcarragh - S.F.

Dessie Larkin
Letterkenny - I.F.F.

Jimmy Harte
Raphoe - F.G.

Tony McDaid
Lifford - S.F.

Ciarán Brogan
Letterkenny - F.F.

Gerry Crawford
Lifford - F.F.

Ian McGarvey
Ramelton - Ind.

Noel Mc Bride
Carrigart - F.G.

Liam Blaney
Tamney - I.F.F.

Bernard J McGuinness
Culdaff - F.G.

Rena Donaghey
Buncrana - F.F.

Francis Conaghan F.F.
Newtowncunningham

Padraig MacLochlainn
Buncrana - S.F.

Marian McDonald
Moville - F.F.

Denis McGonagle
Carndonagh - F.F.

Sean McEniff
Bundoran - F.F.

John Boyle
Dunkinneely - F.G.

Peter Kennedy
Donegal - F.F.

Barry O’Neill
Ballyshannon - F.G.

Brendan Byrne
Carrick- F.F.

Thomas Pringle
Killybegs - S.F.

JJ Reid
Stranorlar - F.G.

Patrick McGowan
Killygordon - F.F.

Alice Bonner
Stranorlar - F.F.


