. Failte Ireland

National Tourism Development Authority

Visitor attitudes to windfarms
11th December 2008

Paddy Mathews

Manager, Environment and Planning



Sustainable tourism

Happy tourists

+

Happy locals

+

Profitable tourism businesses
+
A clean, high quality environment

Sustainable tourism



Why iIs environment important for tourism?

Environment is a core attractor for visitors

e Scenery 80%o
e Natural, unspoilt environment 73%
e Attractive cities and towns 55%
(Visitor Attitudes Survey, 2007)



Importance
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Why a survey of visitor attitudes to wind

farms?

e Failte Ireland needed to ‘take a view’

e Prescribed body in the planning process

e Aim of research was to definitively assess
whether or not development of wind farms
would spoil tourists’ enjoyment of Irish scenery



Survey methodology

Face to face interviews with tourists in Tourism Information

Offices North and South

Field work dates: 23rd August — 27th September 2007

Number of | Interviews | Weighting
Interviews as to Reflect
% of Total Visitor
Numbers
ROI 1000 (77%) 93%06
NI 300 (23%) 7%0
101 1300 100%0 100%0




Impact of Windfarms on Irish Landscape

- Detall
: 38 :
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Incidence of Having Seen a Windfarm Ever

Male
Female

15-34
35-55
55+

VISITOR
Domestic
Overseas

ROI

90
83

83
91
88

89
87

NI

97
95

95
98
97



Knowledge/EXxperience of Windfarms on this

Holiday

ROI total

Dublin

Outside

NI total

Belfast

Outside

63
54
62

48

Tourist
Domestic
Overseas

56

ROI total

Dublin

Outside

NI total

Belfast

Outside

46
29

&
59

48

@

Tourist

Domestic @

Overseas 45

Holiday Type

City Break 30
Mostly City G
Mostly Countryside @
Both (50)



Number of Windfarms encountered this holiday

[e]l
%
Five plus (5)
Four (4)
Three (3) Average Number seen X Region
ROl total 1.9
Two (2)
Dublin 2.3
Outside 1.8
One (1) NI total 2.0

Belfast 1.9

Outside 2.0

Cant remember

Average



Location of Windfarm Sighting

Car

Accommodation

While walking/cycling
Beach
Other

8
8
4
6



(Base: All saw wind farm on this holiday)

Q.7b



Impact on Sightseeing

General Land Coastal
% % %

Strong Positive (5)

Slight Positive (4)

No impact (3)

Slight negative (2)

Strong negative (1)

Mean Score 3.3 3.3 3.1

NET (+30%) (+14%) (+8%)



Effect of Windfarm on Landscape

Urban/
Coastal Mountain Farmland Bogland Industrial
% % % % %

Very Positive (5)

Fairly Positive (4)

Neutral (3)

Fairly negative (2)

Very negative (1)

Mean Score

ROI 3.1 3.2 3.2 3.3 3.4

NI R 3 BN — 50 .. S .30
SEl (S 33 e 33 .33 33 .83
Domestic 3.2 3.3 3.3 35 35

Overseas 3.1 3.2 3.1 3.3 34

0.11



Windfarms Impact on Future Visits
to Area

Strong Positive (5)

WHY?
Slight Positive (4)
No impact/ltdepends (3) . ~ NN __________
Slight negative (2)
WHY?

Strong negative (1)

R . R e

Mean Score 3.21
ROI 3.22
NI 3.13
Domestic 3.35
Overseas 3.17

Q.14

energy

Add to landscape

Reduce carbon
footprint

Other

27

17

65

Ugly/Spoil
sightseeing

Prefer another
renewable energy

Damage wildlife

Not an effective
form of energy

Windfarms are
noisy

Other

13

12
11



The Issue
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Thank you

paddy.mathews@failteireland.ie
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