


Sliabh Liag

e Confirm timeline for the implementation of the Interpretation
Strategy including community consultations

e Community Consultation with group and Consultants was held on
21% Feb, 30" March, 26" May and 1% June

e Work with the company to deliver the Interpretation Strategy for
Sliabh Liag

Time Capsules — capsules now with Youth Councillors to fill and will be
returned to me to arrange ceremony in each area. Consultation with
MD Councillors regarding each area will then take place. Plaques are
currently been prepared.

Contact Person
(to include
telephone number & | Mary Daly

e-mail address) Project Officer

Development Hubs

Community & Development Planning
Donegal County Council
Drumlonagher

Donegal Town

Co. Donegal

T.: 074/9724484
M.: 087/6782196

mdaly@donegalcoco.ie

Dol
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Municipal District: Donegal

Activity / Project Update June 2017

Activity / Project
Title

Donegal Walks and Trails

Project
Description/Activit
y

Maintenance, development and promotion of walks & trails in Donegal
including cycle routes and Greenways.

Budget (i
applicable)

Progress to date
within the last two
months/quarter 4 -
inclusive of current
status

Recreation Grant 2016 :

Sli Cholmcille maintenance and upgrade of this route is ongoing and the
route has passed the inspection carried out recently.

Some further maintenance work has been done on the route at Carrick
opposite the National school.

The Colmcille Drum loop and tower loop were also inspected and reports
have now recommended some changes to be made to trail head maps to
update information. This will be carried out over the Summer months.

We are also finalising the routes for proposed local walks in and around
Kilcar with the support of DFI Funds to be agreed February. Materials are
ordered and trail head sign for the village is being designed. Materials due to
be delivered to Kilcar in June.

The Hiking Europe project continues where Service providers along the route
can submit their details for inclusion in marketing the area which will
promote the Bealach na Gaeltachta as a Hiking destination. Anyone
interested can click on

http://www.donegalcoco.ie/business/developingourtourismsector/hikingeuro
pe/

New road books have been developed and feature walking routes in South
Donegal including Carrick, Kilcar, Glencolmcille and Ardara. This can be
viewed at www.hikingeurope.net




Repair works was also carried out at Slieve League where the wooden
fencing was upgraded at the viewing area.

We have submitted three more applications for funding under the 2017
Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure scheme including one on behalf of the
Glen Parish Council for Muirlinn River Walk, Sli Cholmcille mapos and
Ballyshannon Cycle loops for signage.

Other proposed projects include:

Local walks around Killybegs and Ballyshannon to Beleek trail.

The upgrading of the existing walks and trails to an acceptable standard to
meet the requirements of the National Trails Office including the two
Colmcille loops.

Ongoing consultation with agencies including Roinn na Gaeltachta, Udaras

na Gaeltachta, National Parks & Wildlife Services, Donegal Tourism and
Donegal Local development Committee.

Project Targets for
the next bi-
monthly/quarter 3
reporting period

Completion of the first phase of the Kilcar local walks in June 2017.
Explore funding options for Ballyshannon to Belleek walk.
Look at the potential for a walk at Killybegs towards Fintra Bridge

Continuation of maintenance programme where damage to the existing
routes can be repaired.

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail
address)

Francis Conaghan (Paths & trails Development Officer)
087 2371219
fconaghan@donegaltrailsoffice.com
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Municipal District: Donegal

Activity / Project Update

Activity / Project Title

Bundoran Tourism Officer Update

Project Description

Promotional Activities — May 2017

Current Activities

Membership of Discover Bundoran Tourism Partnership

Invoicing for 2017 taking place currently for all members.

Discover Bundoran brochure distribution

Brochure distribution is ongoing. As attractions are opening for the
tourism season, brochures are being distributed to them.

Marketing of Bundoran

Marketing and promotions ongoing. Weeklong radio promotion
happened on Dublin’s Q102 radio with prizes provided by the trade in
Bundoran happening w/c May 15. Good response to this.
Competitions on Facebook page.

Working on other promotions.

Facebook advertising

PR for Bundoran’s 30" Blue Flag

Events for 2017

Clean Coasts Roadshow at Magh Ene College April 28™.

Europe Day event took place at Bundoran Community Centre on
Tuesday May 9. Events were broadcast live on the Douzelage
Bundoran Facebook page and there was also a live broadcast from
Ocean FM on the day.

An Post Ras stage finish event took place on Tuesday May 23". The
event was broadcast live on the Discover Bundoran Facebook page.
Thanks to Donegal County Council and Garda Siochana for their
assistance with the event. Irish winner of the stage on the day and
good national publicity.

Publicity assistance around annual Sea Sessions Surf Music Festival
23-25" June.

Preparations for Railway Heritage Event in association with Magh Ene
Historical Society in September

Discover Bundoran website and social media

Ongoing management of www.discoverbundoran.com and social
media channels. Daily posting of content on Facebook page.

Ongoing updating of website with news blogs, photo galleries and
event/gig guide listings.

Website consistently seeing an increased number of visitors and page
views. (29.4k visitors v 23.3k Jan—May 2017 v 2016) 65.7k v 57.8k
page views Jan-May 2017 v 2016)

9149 followers on the Discover Bundoran facebook page which is
steadily growing by the week. (as of 29/05/17)




Bundoran Tidy Towns

Tidy Towns application for 2017 prepared and submitted for deadline
of May 25™.
Positive feedback to Clean Coasts Roadshow at Magh Ene College.

Marketing of Bundoran Waterworld & Bundoran Seaweed Baths

Ongoing following of marketing plan into the season.

Waterworld currently #2 Thing to Do in Bundoran on TripAdvisor.
Launched Voucher scheme with Supervalu Bundoran

Waterworld 26™ birthday and annual charity day on Saturday 3"
June.

Visitor figures up 22% year on year (Waterworld) and 102%
Bundoran Seaweed Baths.

Management and Staffing of Bundoran Tourist Office

Structured staff plan with office now open 7 days per week — Mon-Fri
09:30-17:00 Sat-Sun 11:00-17:00.

Staffing of tourist office working out well. Office quite busy over the
last month.

Met with tour company TUI in relation to self catering options in
Bundoran for future tours — May 29".

Hosted National Geographic journalist Zoe McIntyre on Wednesday
May 31% for future feature on Donegal.

Contact Person
(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Shane Smyth — shane@discoverbundoran.com 087 3737817
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Activity / Project Update

Activity / Project Title

Donegal Youth Council

Project
Description/Activity

5 x Regional meetings per month, 1 County meeting per month

Budget (if applicable)

Progress to date within the
last two months/quarter* -
inclusive of current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

The April & May County Meetings were held on Thursday April 13" &
May 27th in the Regional Cultural Centre Letterkenny. At the April
County meeting Gina Grant —PPN presented to the group on
Disability. Gina highlighted the current law & the provisions in
secondary schools in relation to young people with disabilities. The
Youth Councillors were busy planning their Regional Sports
Recognition for Girl’s Roadshow. Each region hosted a Roadshow
offering girls taster alternative sports with a fun element at each
event. This is the key Agenda Item voted on by the young people of
Donegal. The launch of the Roadshow was in the Aura Leisure Centre
on 26™ April, Finn Valley Centre —May 2", Pobal Scoil Ghaoth
Dobhair-May 10th , St Catherine’s Vocational School — May 12 and
Scoile Mhuire- May 15", 415 girls took part in the events countywide
with 19 secondary schools participating.

e 2 Youth councillors attended the Sexual Health Forum
Meeting

¢ 3 Youth Councillors attended Comhairle Members Networking
Meeting in Sligo.

e The Coordinator hosted a Girls Team Building Day for the
female youth councillors in the Donegal Youth Service.

e External Research ongoing in relation to the DYC Election
Process. This Research is funded by the HSE Health
Promotion. The Researchers attend meetings in order to talk
to all Youth Councillors in order to capture their experience.

¢ Donegal Town Region — 1 Youth councillor has filled the Time
Capsules for three areas — Mount Charles, Donegal Town &
Bundoran.

e Coordinator attended Comhairle Information & Networking
Event — Dublin

Youth Councillor Training — Reflective Practice/Evaluation
Skills. Mentor Training

Coordinator Training — Foundation Programme in Sexual
Health Promotion — Complete

Project Targets for the next
bi-monthly/quarterly*
reporting period

Attend Road Safety Working Group Committee meeting
5 Regional Meetings

2 County meetings

Residential/ National Youth Work Games

MD meeting — YC to present




* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Contact Person Carlyn Maguire 0876883675
(to include telephone youthcouncil@donegalyouthservice.ie

number & e-mail address)
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ENVIRONMENT REPORT
JUNE 2017 — MUNICIPAL DISTRICT MEETINGS

Municipal District: All

Activity / Project Update:

Activity / Project Title Green Schools - Celebrating 20 years

Project Description/Activity 55 schools in Donegal were awarded Green Flags at a special
event held in the Radisson Blu Hotel in Letterkenny on the 3rd
May. Three schools were there to receive their Green Flag for
the very first time for their work on Litter & Waste while 52
schools were receiving renewals of their flags.

A number of schools were awarded their flags for Global
Citizenship Energy having been involved in the programme for
at least 14 years. Scoil Cholmcille in Letterkenny were awarded
their 9" Green Flag.

Green schools is celebrating 20 years in existence with one of
the first ever Green School coming from Donegal 20 years ago.
It is testament to the programme that is still continues to be as
strong as ever and supported by so many school especially in
Donegal.

164 schools in Donegal have received a Green Flag to date.

Contact Person Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer 074 91 53900

(to include telephone number & | suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie
e-mail address)

www.donegalcoco.ie




Cathaoirleach ClIr Terence Slowey addressing the recent Donegal Green Schools Awards and Scoil
Naomh Fiondn, Falcarragh pictured with their Green Flag.



Municipal District:_All

Activity / Project Update:

Activity / Project Title Green Schools Irish Water School of the Year for the Western
Region
Project Description/Activity Gairmscoil Chu Uladh, Ballinamore were recognised nationally

when they were awarded with the prestigious title of Green
Schools Irish Water School of the Year for the Western Region
having been shortlisted from 3,000 applications. The school
stood out for special recognition having reduced their water
usage by over 80%.

The school were awarded at a ceremony in Dublin on the 4th
May.

Contact Person Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer 074 91 53900

(to include telephone number & suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie
e-mail address) 8 8 -

www.donegalcoco.ie

Gairmscoil Chu Uadh, Ballinamore being awarded with the prestigious award of Green Schools
Irish Water School of the Year for the Western Region



Municipal District:_All

Activity / Project Update:

Activity / Project Title SEAI One Good Idea Schools Competition

Project Description/Activity The SEAI’'s One Good Idea Competition, which is kindly
supported by AIB, encourages students to create innovative
and inspiring campaigns to highlight the small changes that can
make a big difference to our lives, our pockets and our planet.
This year, over 350 campaigns were developed by young
people all over Ireland with 20 teams for the national finals.

e Scoil Mhuire, Buncrana
¢ The Royal and Prior Comprehensive School, Raphoe

both made it through to the last 20 schools to compete at the
national final in Dublin on the 16th May.

Senior Post Primary Winner:

Congratulations must go to Scoil Mhuire, Buncrana for
receiving the award of Senior Post Primary Winner — for their
‘Walk for U’ project.

The One Good Idea for Walk For U is to inspire their community
to walk more instead of driving. Through their research they
learned that if students walked 1320 steps or 1km instead of
driving it, they would save 167.5 grams of CO2 from being
emitted.

Special mention must also go to The Royal & Prior
Comprehensive school in Raphoe for also making it to the final
20 schools for their One Good Idea "Don't be late Insulate".
Don’t be Late, Insulate! is a team of TY students who have the
Idea to educate and encourage Irish people to properly insulate
their homes. The benefits of an insulated home means not just
financial savings but energy savings too which cuts carbon
emissions resulting in a healthier planet. Their goal is to turn
Ireland into an Insulation Nation.

Contact Person Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer 074 91 53900
(to include telephone number &




e-mail address) suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie

www.donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_All

Activity / Project Update:

Activity / Project Title St. John's Night - 23rd June
Enjoy responsibly without bonfires.

Project Description/Activity The Council is asking that communities remember that bonfires
can cause serious damage and injuries both to our environment
and to our health.

Bonfires can very often be built close to houses and other
property and can cause serious damage and injuries particularly
where the burning of highly combustible materials is taking
place.

While traditionally wood and straw were used for bonfires
there is increasing evidence that individuals are using nights
such as St John’s Night and Halloween as an opportunity to
dispose of waste illegally. Donegal County Council is warning
households and businesses not to supply waste material to
parties collecting for bonfire night.

Enforcement staff will monitor the local areas in advance on St
Progress to date within the last

quarter -inclusive of current John's Night and are actively liaising with the public,
status community representatives and the Gardai.
Contact Person Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer 074 91 53900

(to include telephone number & | suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie
e-mail address) www.donegalcoco.ie




Activity / Project Update:

Municipal District: All

Activity / Project Title

Reminder - IFFPG Farm Plastic collections
(Irish Farm Film Plastics Group)
www.farmplastics.ie

Project Description/Activity

IFFPG have nearly completed their calendar of Bring Centres
for the bring bank of Farm Plastics for Donegal in 2017. See
below a list of confirmed dates and locations. Farmers are
reminded to bring their labels with the code when returning
farm plastics.

Charges are €15 per half tonne with the code and €85 per
half tonne without the code.

Types of materials collected are silage wrap and sheeting,
Large fertilisers bags (liners removed), small fertilisers and
feed bags, Plastic drums (triple rinsed), netting and twine.
Products manufactured from farm plastics are refuse sacks,
Piping, Damp proofing, Garden Furniture.

Budget (if applicable)

Organised and advertised by IFFPG.

Progress to date within the last
quarter -inclusive of current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Donegal [Buncrana, Inishowen Co-op 23rd June
Carndonagh, Inishowen Co-op 24th June
Newtowncunningham, Clonleigh Co-op (27th June
Milford Mart 29th June
Raphoe Mart 30th June
Ballyshannon Mart 1st July
Ardara GAA 3rd July
Ballybofey & Stranorlar Mart 4th July
Donegal Mart 5th July

Project Targets for the next bi-
monthly/quarterly* reporting
period

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

IFFPG advertise and send text messages out to
farmers etc.

Contact Person
(to include telephone number &
e-mail address)

www.farmplastic.ie
01 4089966




Municipal District: All

Activity / Project Update:

Activity / Project Title Local Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership Fund 2017
Project Environmental Awareness
Description/Activity Do you have a project or initiative that could help to increase

awareness of environmental issues locally, or that could help
your community to become more sustainable?

If so, you may qualify for financial assistance from the Local
Agenda 21 (LA21) Environmental Partnership Fund 2017. This
Fund promotes sustainable development by assisting small
scale, non-profit environmental projects at local level.

Does Your Project Qualify?

Projects should focus on environmental awareness and actions
which complement national environmental policies such as
those on waste, biodiversity, water conservation and climate
change.

A wide variety of projects and schemes have been supported
under the Fund in previous years, including community gardens
and allotments, compost schemes, rainwater harvesting,
biodiversity projects, waste reduction initiatives, educational
initiatives and environmental exhibitions. Lists of previously
funded projects can be viewed online at:

http://dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/environment/topics/environmental-
protection-and-awareness

How to Apply
Applications are made directly to Donegal County Council.
Further information, application forms (in both Irish and
English) and contact details for your local authority are
available online at www.dccae.gov.ie

Budget (if applicable) €36,110
50% funding by the Department and 50% funding
provided by Donegal County Council.

Contact Person For general information on the Scheme please contact:
(to include telephone Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer, Donegal County
number & e-mail address) | Council, Neil T Blaney Road, Letterkenny Tel: 074 9153900 or




email suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie.

Coastal Management

Blue Flag and Green Coast Awards

Donegal has been awarded 13 Blue Flags as well as five Green Coast awards.

12 Blue Flags were awarded to beaches at Bundoran, Rossnowlagh, Murvagh, Fintra, Narin
(Portnoo), Carrickfinn, Killahoey (Dunfanaghy), Marblehill, Portsalon (Magherawarden), Shroove,
Culdaff and Downings.

In addition, Greencastle Marina is the first marina in the County to receive Blue Flag status. To
attain this award, the marina has had to comply with stringent criteria concerning environmental
information and education, environmental management, safety and service facilities, and water
quality. Greencastle Marina is a seasonal facility, provided over the Blue Flag season and
accommodates resident and visiting yachts, cruise ship tender boats visiting the locality, and
occasional angling charter vessels.

To achieve Blue Flag status beaches and marinas must comply with a specific set of criteria relating
to a number of areas including water quality. At beaches the bathing water must comply with the
'Excellent’ standard in accordance with the 2008 EU Bathing Water Directive, with the evaluation of
monitoring results over a period of four years. In the case of Lisfannon beach, the value for E.coli
was well within the boundary for ‘Excellent’ quality; while the Enterococci value achieved the
'Good' water quality standard, giving an overall award of ‘Good’ water quality. Donegal County
Council is reviewing the factors contributing to this 'Good' water quality with a view to attaining
'Excellent’ water quality in future bathing seasons and with that, regaining Blue Flag status.

The beach at Lisfannon still has very high water quality which continues to be monitored and
results will be posted over the bathing season both online at www.splash.ie and on site via the
notice boards. The beach will continue to enjoy the same level of support and services such as
Lifeguard provision, waste disposal, as in previous years.

In addition, five Donegal beaches achieved the Green Coast award again this year: Ballyheirnan
(Fanad), Drumnatinney (Falcarragh), Magheroarty, Port Arthur and Dooey.

This award acknowledges beaches that have a clean, safe environment, excellent water quality and
good beach management. They may not have the built infrastructure required to meet the criteria
set out for Blue Flag status, however they are exceptional places to visit and enjoy our rich coastal
heritage and diversity.

Waste/Litter Enforcement

583 Environmental Complaints received.
514 for Waste/Litter (88%)




There has been 44 Fixed Penalty notices issued ( 7 of these to NI) 11 have been paid.



