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What are |IAPS

oSpeciesintroduced outside ther natural range whosepreserce and/ or
spread threatensbiological diversty, the environment, ecosystem services,
the economy and human healt K €

The EChasrecognisedIAPSIintroductionsasone of the main causesof
natural biodiversity loss(second only to direct habitat destruction)
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Why are |APSsucha Problem?

Non-native, no natural predators or pathogens,
\ery rapid growth and highlyproductive,
Thrivesin disturbed habitats and vacant sites

o Do o o

Oucompete native vegetation, implication for
biodiversity

To

Propagate vegetatively Japanese KnotweédK or
produce high quantities of viableseed

To

Hazardous properties

To

Tenaciousroot sysstemsandwide rangingdispersal
mechanisms




Highlevel economic cost

Estimated damage from ISworldwide is $1.4trillion or 5%global economy

Totalannualcost in the EuropeanUnionis>e12billion (2008)
Total annualcost in Britainis > £2.3billion (2013)
Total annualcost in Irelandis > €266 million (2013)

Highest impactspeades (Brtain): Japanese&notweed£166million pa




Birdsand Natural Habtats Regulations 2011

Plants specfied include(Part 1 of the Thrd Schedule):

A giant hogweed (Heradeum mantegazzanum)
A giant knotweed (Fallopia sachdinensis)

A giant-rhubarb (Gunrera tinctoria)

A Himahyan balsam(Impatiens glanduifera)

A Himahbyan knotweed (Persicaria wallichii)

A Japaneseknotweed (Fallopia japonica)

sy Comhairle Contae
Sui~@ Dhun na nGall
3 <7k Donegal County Council

LeA1as>



Himalayan Knotweed




Japanese Knotweed

|dentifi caion of Leaves, Sem & Flower
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Himalayan Knotweed Identification
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Non-Native Invasive Plants Legslation




Birdsand Natural Habtats Regulations 2011

Regulation 49

Inthe absenceof alicena, any personwho glants, disperses,allows or causesto
disperse,spreads orotherwise causesto grow<any of the specfied plants shallbe
guilty of an dfence.

Reguétion 50
Prohibition on dealingn and keepingertain species
Regulation 50wasdueto commencan the final quarter of 2015
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Risks associatedwith Japanese Knotweed
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Why Is JapaneseKnotweed so invasive?

U Fast growing species

U Deeply penetrating woody rhizomes ¢ 3m deep and/m dstant

U Tiny rhizome fragnments (0.7gm)can producenew plant in 10 days

U Rheomes may remain dormant (andviable) for up to 20 years

U Cut(fresh) ssemsproduceshoots androots from nodes when buried
U Out-competes and eliminates native vegetation in infested situations
U Catses barkside subsidencein river corridors

U Blocks sight lines and signage on roadsandrailways

U Grows through concrete, tarmac andther hard standingcausing
problemsfor road surfaces, pathways, wallsand buildingfoundations
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Damage to Infrastructure




