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From: Martin McLaughlin <martin@octoberhouse.org> 
Sent: 16 January 2026 15:25
To: planning mailbox <Planning@Donegalcoco.ie>
Subject: Section 5 Declaration on Exemption

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Donegal County Council. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and are sure that the content is safe.

A Chara
 
I attach an application for a Section 5 Declaration on Exemption. The applicant has paid the requisite fee and their
Receipt No. is 666843
 
The application is for changing an internal wall and normally we wouldn’t run such a simple matter through the
system but confirmation is required from the Planning Dept. for Grant purposes. Please contact me if you need
anything else to process the application and many thanks in advance.
 
Kind Regards
 
J. Martin McLaughlin
B.Eng (Hons), CEng MIEI
October House Design Ltd
Corlea,
Ballyshannon,
Co. Donegal
Office Tel: 00353 (0) 862217173
Website: www.octoberhouse.org

Welcome to October House
October Houses home page.
www.octoberhouse.org

Facebook: October House Designs
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SECTION 5 APPLICATION 


FOR DECLARATION ON DEVELOPMENT AND EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT 


Completed application form & supporting documentation to be returned to the 
Planning Authority by email to planning@donegalcoco.ie 


Name of Applicant(s): 


Agent Name: 
(if applicable) 
Location of Proposed Development / 
Works: 
(Townland or postal address as 
appropriate and Eircode if available) 


Description of Proposed Development including details of works (where applicable): 
(Only works listed below will be assessed under this section 5 application) 


All works are internal and no change of use will take place



mailto:planning@donegalcoco.ie





Is the development a Protected 
Structure or within the curtilage of a 
Protected Structure? 


Yes No 


Has a declaration under Section 57 of 
the Planning and Development Act 
2000 (as amended) been requested or 
issued in respect of the property. 


Yes No 


Applicant(s) Interest in the site: 


If not the Owner of the site, please 
provide the name of the Landowner: 
Please list types of plans, drawings 
etc. submitted with this application: 


Planning History - list any relevant 
planning application reference numbers: 
Are you aware of any enforcement 
proceedings connected to the site? If 
so, please supply details: 


I hereby certify that the information provided is true and accurate 
Signature of Applicant/Agent: 


Date: 







Additional Contact Information 


NOT TO BE MADE AVAILABLE WITH APPLICATION 


Please note: 
1) The applicant’s address must be submitted on this page.


Applicant(s) Details 


Address: 


Eircode: 
Telephone No: 
Email Address: 


Agent Details (if applicable) 
Address: 


Eircode: 
Telephone No: 
Email Address: 


Landowner Details (if applicable) 


Address: 


Eircode: 
Telephone No: 
Email Address: 


BALLYSHANNON SQUASH CLUB


October House Designs Ltd., Corlea, Ballyshannon
Co.Donegal


F94 HDT7
0862217173
info@octoberhouse.org


c/o Ivan O'Mahony, Coolcholly, Donegal Rd.,
Ballyshannon, Co.Donegal
F94 TN99


ivan@ginkgogardendesign.com
0861714701


F94 NW62







 
 


Advice to Applicant 
 
(a) Prescribed Fee - €80.00 - You may wish to pay the fee by card by 


ringing the cash office on 074 9153900. Please note the receipt number 
in your cover email with the form. 
 


(b) Application must be accompanied by: 
- Site location map with site clearly outlined in red (to a scale of not 


less than 1:1000 in built up areas and 1:2500 in all other areas). 
- Site layout plan (Site or layout plans shall be drawn to a scale 


(which shall be indicated thereon) of not less than 1:500 or such 
other scale as may be agreed with the planning authority prior to the 
submission of the application, the site boundary shall be clearly 
delineated in red). 


- Elevations (if applicable) – (plans, elevations and sections drawn to 
a scale of not less than 1:200). 


- Other details (e.g. landowner consent (if applicable), photographs 
as appropriate). 


 
(c) Completed application form & supporting documentation to be returned 


to the Planning Authority by email to planning@donegalcoco.ie 
 
(d) More information on exempted development can be found on the OPR 


planning leaflets available at https://www.opr.ie/planning-leaflets/ 
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		Fillable - Section 5 Declaration of Exemption Application Form

		Section 5 Declaration of Exemption Application Form



		Name of Applicants: Ivan O'Mahony (Ballyshannon Squash Club)

		Agent Name if applicable: October House Designs Ltd.

		Location of Proposed Development  Works Townland or postal address as appropriate and Eircode if available: Mercy Hall, Ballyshannon, Co.Donegal

		Description of Proposed Development including details of works where applicable Only works listed below will be assessed under this section 5 applicationRow1: Take out back wall of existing squash court and replace with a structural glass wall. The applicant requires confirmation of the exemption from the Local Authority for Grant Application puroposes

		YesIs the development a Protected Structure or within the curtilage of a Protected Structure: 

		NoIs the development a Protected Structure or within the curtilage of a Protected Structure: X

		YesHas a declaration under Section 57 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended been requested or issued in respect of the property: 

		NoHas a declaration under Section 57 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended been requested or issued in respect of the property: X

		Applicants Interest in the site: APPLICANT HOLDS LONG TERM LEASE

		If not the Owner of the site please provide the name of the Landowner: COLAISTE COLMCILLE COMMUNITY SCHOOL

		Please list types of plans drawings etc submitted with this application: SKETCH OF WALL TO BE TAKEN AWAY AND PROPOSED SUPPORT

		Planning History list any relevant planning application reference numbers: NOT KNOWN

		Are you aware of any enforcement proceedings connected to the site If so please supply details: NO

		Signature of ApplicantAgent: 

		Date: 12/12/2025

		Address: 

		Eircode: 

		Telephone No: 

		Email Address: 

		Address_2: 

		Eircode_2: 

		Telephone No_2: 

		Email Address_2: 

		Address_3: COLAISTE COLMCILLE COMMUNTIY SCHOOL
COLLEGE ST., BALLYSHANNON

		Eircode_3: 

		Telephone No_3: (071) 985 8288

		Email Address_3: Info@ccbs.ie













EXISTING SQUASH COURT PLAN


EXISTING SECTION OF  COURT


SQUASH COURT


INSITU CONCRETE SLAB


SQUASH COURT


PROPOSED SQUASH COURT PLAN


PROPOSED SECTION OF  COURT


SQUASH COURT


 CONCRETE SLAB
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200x16tk. PLATE 6.4M LONG
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M12 RESIN ANCHOR BOLTS 


SCABBLE U/S OF SLAB


NEW PATENT GLASS BALUSTRADE


PATENT GLASS BACK WALL OF COURT


80x80x4.0 SHS


80x80x4.0 SHS


80x80x4.0 SHS


80x80x4.0 SHS


PASTE EPOXY MORTAR 12MM DEEP


80x80x4.0 SHS
300X200 TOP & BASE PLATES


4 M12 RESIN ANCHORS


TIMBE SEAT


DEMOLISH HATCH BLOCK  WALL


All dimensions are in millimetres U.N.O. Structural steel to be grade S355 to BS. EN
10025/B.S. 4360 and B.S.4848. All fabrication and detailing to comply with EC3 and the
national structural steelwork specifications for building construction 5th edition. All steel to
have appropriate CE marking and the steel sub - contractor shall provide the following:-
Welding certificate, Factory production control certificate, Declaration of performance.
All steel to be manufactured to execution class 2 to IS EN 1090. All steel to be shot blasted
to ISO 8501-1 standard S.A. 2.5 followed by blast primer applied by airless spray, approved
2-pack zinc rich epoxy primer to DFT of 80 microns as per specification. Subsequent to
fabrication apply, by airless spray, 2 no. coats of an approved 2-pack micaceous iron oxide
(mio) to DFT of 100 microns as per specification.
Steel ground beams shall be hot dipped galvanized to 600 g/m.sq.
The contractor shall submit workshop drawings for all structural steelwork members for
review by the engineer prior to fabrication. All bolts to be M20 Ø grade 8.8 precision bolts to
B.S. 3692 in 2mm clearance holes (3mm clearance holes for M24 Ø bolts or larger). All
welds to be 6mm continuous fillet welds U.N.O. Steelwork sub- contractor to be responsible
for all temporary steelwork for handling and erection purposes preventing distortion,
squaring and stabilising frames etc., particularly at a gable ends and end  bays. Steelwork
sub- contractor to be responsible for providing endplates, cleats, purlins, sag bars, diagonal
ties, eaves ties, fixings etc. All connections to be designed by the steelwork sub-contractor
and issued for the approval of the engineer prior to manufacture. All proposed splice details
to be submitted by the steelwork sub - contractor for the approval of the engineer. All details
of purlin fixing and jointing, sag bars, diagonal ties & Eaves ties to be submitted by the
steelwork sub - contractor for the approval of the engineer.
Refer to the architect for fire proofing requirements.
This drawing shall be read inconjunction with Architects drawings & specification.
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2. CAREFULLY REMOVE SUPPORTING BLOCK WALLS
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3. CAST SUITABLE BEARING CONCRETE FOR SHS SUPPORTS
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TENTATIVE WORKS SEQUENCE
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4. SCABBLE UNDERSIDE OF SLAB AND APPLY EPOXY MORTAR



AutoCAD SHX Text

5. ERECT 16MM TK. PLATE SUITABLY PROPPED AND AFIX RESIN ANCHORS



AutoCAD SHX Text

6. ERECT SHS SUPPORTS , TACK WELD TOP PLATE & BOLT BASE PLATES
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7. MAKE GOOD TO FLOOR SLAB AND ERECT GLASS BACK WALL OF COURT.
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8. PAINT FINISHES TO ARCHITECT
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SECTION 5 APPLICATION 

FOR DECLARATION ON DEVELOPMENT AND EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT 

Completed application form & supporting documentation to be returned to the 
Planning Authority by email to planning@donegalcoco.ie 

Name of Applicant(s): 

Agent Name: 
(if applicable) 
Location of Proposed Development / 
Works: 
(Townland or postal address as 
appropriate and Eircode if available) 

Description of Proposed Development including details of works (where applicable): 
(Only works listed below will be assessed under this section 5 application) 

All works are internal and no change of use will take place

mailto:planning@donegalcoco.ie
georginagallagher
New Stamp



Is the development a Protected 
Structure or within the curtilage of a 
Protected Structure? 

Yes No 

Has a declaration under Section 57 of 
the Planning and Development Act 
2000 (as amended) been requested or 
issued in respect of the property. 

Yes No 

Applicant(s) Interest in the site: 

If not the Owner of the site, please 
provide the name of the Landowner: 
Please list types of plans, drawings 
etc. submitted with this application: 

Planning History - list any relevant 
planning application reference numbers: 
Are you aware of any enforcement 
proceedings connected to the site? If 
so, please supply details: 

I hereby certify that the information provided is true and accurate 
Signature of Applicant/Agent: 

Date: 
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All dimensions are in millimetres U.N.O. Structural steel to be grade S355 to BS. EN
10025/B.S. 4360 and B.S.4848. All fabrication and detailing to comply with EC3 and the
national structural steelwork specifications for building construction 5th edition. All steel to
have appropriate CE marking and the steel sub - contractor shall provide the following:-
Welding certificate, Factory production control certificate, Declaration of performance.
All steel to be manufactured to execution class 2 to IS EN 1090. All steel to be shot blasted
to ISO 8501-1 standard S.A. 2.5 followed by blast primer applied by airless spray, approved
2-pack zinc rich epoxy primer to DFT of 80 microns as per specification. Subsequent to
fabrication apply, by airless spray, 2 no. coats of an approved 2-pack micaceous iron oxide
(mio) to DFT of 100 microns as per specification.
Steel ground beams shall be hot dipped galvanized to 600 g/m.sq.
The contractor shall submit workshop drawings for all structural steelwork members for
review by the engineer prior to fabrication. All bolts to be M20 Ø grade 8.8 precision bolts to
B.S. 3692 in 2mm clearance holes (3mm clearance holes for M24 Ø bolts or larger). All
welds to be 6mm continuous fillet welds U.N.O. Steelwork sub- contractor to be responsible
for all temporary steelwork for handling and erection purposes preventing distortion,
squaring and stabilising frames etc., particularly at a gable ends and end  bays. Steelwork
sub- contractor to be responsible for providing endplates, cleats, purlins, sag bars, diagonal
ties, eaves ties, fixings etc. All connections to be designed by the steelwork sub-contractor
and issued for the approval of the engineer prior to manufacture. All proposed splice details
to be submitted by the steelwork sub - contractor for the approval of the engineer. All details
of purlin fixing and jointing, sag bars, diagonal ties & Eaves ties to be submitted by the
steelwork sub - contractor for the approval of the engineer.
Refer to the architect for fire proofing requirements.
This drawing shall be read inconjunction with Architects drawings & specification.
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E-mail:    martin@octoberhouse.org 
 
 
Our Ref: S526/02 
 
 
19 January 2026 
 
Ivan O'Mahony (Ballyshannon Squash Club) 
Mercy Hall 
Ballyshannon 
Co.Donegal 
 
 
 
Re: Section 5 – Application to Take out back wall of existing squash court and 

replace with a structural glass wall. Works are all internal and no change of use 
at Mercy Hall, Ballyshannon, Co.Donegal. 

 
A Chara, 
 
 
I wish to acknowledge receipt of your application received on 16th January 2026 in relation to 
the above. 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Donegal County Council 
Planning Services 
 
 
 



SECTION 5 REFERRAL REPORT – Ref.No: 26/02 

 

Donegal County Council 

 

1.0 COMMENTS 

The subject site is within Colaiste Colmcille Community School where the Squash 

Club holds a long term lease in Mercy Hall.  

The proposed works are as follows:  

1. Removal of an internal wall and replacement with a structural glass wall.  

The existing complex is not on the Council’s Record of Protected Structures nor is it 

included on the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage.   The entire site is 

located within the settlement boundary of Ballyshannon and is designated as 

amenity space. It is of high scenic amenity in the County Development Plan 2024-

2030.    

 

2.0 EVALUATION  

 

In preparing the assessment for this reference, regard has been had to the following 

statutory provisions:  

 

3.0  Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended)  

 

Section 2(1)  

In this Act, except where the context otherwise requires – 

 

"structure" means any building, structure, excavation, or other thing 

constructed or made on, in or under any land, or any part of a structure so 

defined, and  

(a)  where the context so admits, includes the land on, in or under which the 

structure is situate ...  

 



"works" includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, 

extension, alteration, repair or renewal ...  

 

Section 3(1)  

"Development" in this Act means, except where the context otherwise requires, 

the carrying out of any works on, in, over or under land or the making of any 

material change in the use of any structures or other land.  

 

Section 177U(9) 

“In deciding upon a declaration for the purposes of Section 5 of this Act a 

planning authority or the Board, as the case may be, shall where appropriate, 

conduct screening for appropriate assessment in accordance with the provisions 

of this section”.     

 

Section 4 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)  

‘(1) The following shall be exempted developments for the purposes of this Act 

– 

(h) development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, 

improvement or other alteration of any structure, being works which affect only 

the interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the external 

appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with the 

character of the structure or of neighbouring structures.’ 

 

4.0  ASSESSMENT 

4.1 Consideration of Proposed Development:   

 

(i) The subject site is within an existing school building.  

(ii) The proposed reconfiguration works are internal and will improve 

player facilities.  



 

(iii) It is considered that the proposed works noted above constitute 

“development” within the meaning of the Act, being works, but is 

exempted development coming within the scope of Section 4 (h) of the 

Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended) . 

(iv) Appropriate assessment is not a consideration in the assessment of this 

referral.   

 

4.2 Conclusion: 

 

It is considered that: 

Removal of an internal wall and replacement with a structural glass wall 

constitutes “development” within the meaning of the Act, being works, but is 

exempted development under the scope of Section 4 (h) of the Planning & 

Development Act 2000 (as amended). 

 

It should also be noted that in determining the subject section 5 referral regard 

was had to recent Section 5 referrals to An Bord Pleanala for determination. 

 

5.0 RECOMMENDATION  

 

IT IS HEREBY RECOMMENDED THAT A DECLARATION BE MADE THAT THE SUBJECT 

MATTER OF THE REQUEST AS ABOVE -  

 



IS    Development 

& 

IS    Exempted Development 

 

WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ABOVE ACT 

 

The proposal to:   

Removal of an internal wall and replacement with a structural glass wall 

The Planning Authority, in considering this referral, had regard particularly to: 

(a) Section 2 (i), 3 (i), 177U (9) and 

 

(b) Section 4 (1) (h) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended). 

 

And concluded that: 

The proposal is development and is exempted development coming within the scope 

of Section 4 (1) (h) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended).  

 

 

_________________________________  
Executive Planner 
Development Applications Unit 
06/02/2026. 

 
________________________________ 

Frank Sweeney 
Senior Executive Planner  
Community Development & Planning Services 
10/02/2026 
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