
 
 

 
 

TUAIRISC CHUIG CRUINNIÚ NA COMHAIRLE A REÁCHTÁLADH AR AN: 
REPORT TO COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON: 

28TH NOVEMBER 2022 
 

UIMHIR NA MÍRE AR AN CHLÁR / AGENDA ITEM NO:_________ 
 

 
The attached A/Senior Executive Planners Report and Recommendation 
details and considers the submissions and observations received 
following the consultation process laid down in the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) with regard to the Part VIII 
(Local Authority Own Development) for the proposed development of ‘The 
Eat Out,’ Outdoor Dining Infrastructure Project at the forecourt of An 
Grianan Theatre, Ramelton Road, Letterkenny within the townland of 
Letterkenny in the Letterkenny-Milford Municipal District of County 
Donegal. 
 

 
 
CINNEADH ATÁ DE DHÍTH / DECISION REQUIRED:- 
 

That the Council accept the recommendation to proceed with the 
development in accordance with the plans and particulars published on 
15th September 2022 and as set out in the attached report. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

        11th November 2022 

_______________________                                  __________________ 
STIÚRTHÓIR SEIRBHÍSE     DÁTA 
DIRECTOR OF SERVICE                                       DATE 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
‘THE EAT OUT’ OUTDOOR DINING INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT AT 
THE FORECOURT OF AN GRIANAN THEATRE, RAMELTON ROAD, 

LETTERKENNY IN THE LETTERKENNY-MILFORD MUNICIPAL DISTRICT 
OF COUNTY DONEGAL 

 
 

Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) 
Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) 
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A/SENIOR EXECUTIVE PLANNER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Having considered the A/Senior Executive Planner’s Report and the Planning Report Part 8 

PG 22/16, it is recommended that the proposed development proceeds in accordance with 

the plans and particulars published on the 15th September 2022 subject to the 4 No. 

Conditions set out in the Planning Report, Part 8 PG 22/16 (Planning Report, Appendix C). 

 

 

 
 
Prepared & Recommended by:    
  
 
 
      
        
Sinead McCauley         

A/ Senior Executive Planner              

Regeneration & Development Team   

Community Development & Planning   

Services   

Date: 11th November 2022         

 
 
Approved and Endorsed by:   
 

  
 
 

      
          
Liam Ward      
Director of Service        
Community Development & Planning Services   
Donegal County Council       
  
Date: 11th November 2022                      
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1. Introduction 
 
Donegal County Council proposes to carry out a development to provide an outdoor dining 

scheme within an area of existing public realm at the forecourt to the front of An Grianán 

Theatre, Ramelton Road, Letterkenny. The installation of the proposed development will 

support surrounding hospitality businesses by delivering structured provision of communal 

outdoor dining in Letterkenny where there is a lack of space of this nature at present across 

the town centre. In addition, it will enhance the useability of the existing public space and 

assist in the animation of the public realm. In total, the proposed development will deliver 

circa 120sqm of flexible and unique space within an existing public realm facilitating year-

round accessible outdoor dining for between 25-50 people depending on table layout. 

 

The proposed development is located at the existing forecourt and public realm area to the 

front of An Grianán Theatre, Ramelton Road, Letterkenny, in the townland of Letterkenny 

and in the Letterkenny-Milford Municipal District of County Donegal. 

 

The proposed development comprises the installation of a raised platform for outdoor dining 

and matching ground level outdoor dining space together within the installation of a tensile 

canopy shelter, boundary treatment by means of installation of trees on the western 

boundary and installation of 1 no. projection light to the gable of An Grianan Theatre. A full 

description of the development is set out at section 2 of this report. 

 

The proposed development is an important component in the wider urban regeneration 

programme known as ‘Letterkenny 2040’ which also involves the preparation of an 

ambitious, transformative and overarching regeneration strategy for Letterkenny town centre 

to achieve its goals as a Regional Growth Centre in line with its identified role in the National 

Planning Framework (NPF), The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) and in the 

cross border context of the North West City Region. The overarching vision of Letterkenny 

2040 is to co-deliver a vibrant, liveable and fully functioning regional centre with a flourishing 

population that has a strong economy, employment and housing choice, healthy and 

restorative environments, community and social amenities, high quality of life and positive 

public and civic spaces. The proposed development of outdoor dining space with dual 

capacity for performance space together with integrated tensile canopy is an important 

project to contribute to the wider regeneration programme, activating vibrant change on the 

ground and thus contributing to the growing momentum for further regenerative 

interventions.  

 

In particular, the proposed development forms the 1st immediate term step in a longer-term 

vision for the enhancement of the wider public realm area as part of LK Cultural Corridor 

project and forming part of a network of future walking and cycling infrastructure (LK Green 

Connect). 

 

The delivery of the project is supported by Failte Irelands ‘Local Authority Weather Proofing 

and Outdoor Dining Infrastructure Scheme’.  
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The site for the proposed development is located within the identified ‘Town Centre’ land use 

zone as designated on Map 12.1B entitled ‘Letterkenny Land Use Zoning map 12.1B’ of Part 

C of the County Donegal Development Plan 2018-2024. 

 

2.    Nature of the Works 
 
The proposed development will include the following proposed works: 

i. Construction of outdoor dining infrastructure for the purposes of sheltered dining 

area/performance space inclusive of raised seating/performance area, ground level 

paved area, integrated seating steps, relocation of existing benches and installation of 

wind breaks and tensile fabric canopy. 

ii. Installation of 4 no. trees along Western boundary.  

iii. All associated ancillary works to include installation of projection light, drainage, 

utilities and connection to services within the overall development area. 

 
The proposed Part 8 development will achieve multiple benefits including: 

▪ Supporting the local hospitality and tourism sector.   

▪ Increasing capacity for outdoor dining.  

▪ Enhancement and upgrade to existing public realm. 

▪ Supporting an attractive urban environment 

▪ Increasing footfall and dwell time in the town centre and activating spin-offs for local 

businesses. 

▪ Contributing to a more competitive and vibrant town centre. 

▪ Enabling civic and community activity and cultural and artistic expression within the 

urban environment. 

 

The design concept for the proposed ‘Eat Out’ outdoor dining infrastructure involves a simple 

but effective intervention to deliver structured provision of outdoor dining in Letterkenny 

where there is a lack of space of this nature across the town centre at present. In total, the 

proposed development will deliver circa 120sqm of flexible and unique space within an 

existing public realm facilitating year-round accessible outdoor dining for between 25-50 

people depending on table layout. 

 

The proposed site layout plan for the proposed development consists of the installation of a 

raised platform interlocked into the existing steps and terrace area to the front of An Grianan 

Theatre providing elevated public space for use as outdoor dining space. The capacity for 

outdoor dining is further extended through matching ground level paved area. The proposed 

development also comprises the installation of a tensile canopy structure which will provide 

shelter to the space together with the insertion of wind breakers at suitable locations thereby 

weatherproofing the space and extending useability significantly.  

 

Adding value to the proposed investment when not in use as outdoor dining space, the 

proposed raised platform has the capacity for use as sheltered performance area therefore 

opening up the potential for the wider public realm space to be used effectively for wider 

scale events, gatherings and festivals and therefore further increasing the attractiveness of 

the space and increasing footfall to the town centre and to the surrounding local businesses 

including the hospitality sector.  
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Figures 1-3 show the proposed site layout and 3D views of the proposed development 

(published 15th September 2022). (See appendix B for images of all plans and drawings 

published for consultation on 15th September 2022) 

 
Figure 1: Proposed Site Layout Plan (published 15th September 2022) 

 
 
 
Figure 2: 3D visual of the proposed development (published 15th September 2022 as part of the 
Proposed Site Layout Plan) 
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Figure 3: 3D visual of the proposed development (published 15th September 2022 as part of the 
Proposed Site Layout Plan) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The proposed development is sub-threshold for the purposes of Environmental Impact 

Assessment (“EIA”) as per Article 92 of the Regulations and the Council has concluded on 

the basis of a Preliminary Examination in accordance with Article 120 (1)(b)(i) thereof that 

there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed 

development and that an EIA is not required.  

 

In order to ascertain whether the proposed development required Appropriate Assessment 

(“AA”) Donegal County Council carried out a screening of same in accordance with Article 

250(1) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) and made a 

determination in view of best scientific knowledge that the development individually or in 

combination with other plans or projects would not be likely to have a significant effect on a 

European site in view of the site’s conservation objectives and that AA was not required.  

  

 
3. Consultation Process 
 
As required by Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), 

notice of the proposed development was published in the Donegal Democrat on Thursday 

15th September 2022 (Appendix A) and site notices were erected on site on Thursday 15th 

September 2022. 

 

The plans and particulars (See Appendix B) of this proposed development were available for 

inspection or purchase from 15th September 2022 by prior appointment only at a fee not 

exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy at; 

▪ The Planning Department/Reception, Donegal County Council, County House, 

Lifford, Co. Donegal. 

▪ Letterkenny Public Service Centre, Neil T.Blaney Road, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal 

 

The proposed plans were also available for inspection at www.donegalcoco.ie 

http://www.donegalcoco.ie/
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The proposed plans were available for inspection from Thursday 15th September 2022 for a 

period of at least four weeks, until Friday 14th October 2022 (both dates inclusive).  

 

The plans and particulars of the proposed development were sent to the following statutory 

bodies and relevant parties: 

 

▪ An Chomhairle Ealaionn 

▪ Fáilte Ireland 

▪ An Taisce – The National Trust for Ireland 

▪ The Heritage Council 

▪ Regional Authority (NWRA) 

▪ Irish Water 

▪ ESB Networks 

▪ EIR 

▪ Office of Public Works 

▪ Donegal County Council Roads & Transportation Service (Area Roads) 

▪ Donegal County Council Road Design Office 

▪ Donegal County Council Planning Service 

▪ Donegal County Council Water & Environment Section 

▪ Donegal County Council Waste Regulations Officer 

 

Submissions and observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the 

proper planning and development of the area in which the development is situated, were 

required to be made in writing to the Co. Secretariat, Donegal County Council, Lifford, 

County Donegal, before 4.30pm on Tuesday 1st November 2022.  

 
 
4. Submissions Received & Responses 
 
No submissions in respect of the proposed development were received from statutory 

bodies, relevant parties or from the public.  

 

 

5. Planning Report: Donegal County Council, Planning Department (Appendix 
C) 
 

The Planning Department, Donegal County Council has reviewed the details and particulars 

of the proposed development and outlined that it is satisfied that the proposed development 

would be consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area to 

which the development relates and has no objection to the proposed development, subject 

to 4 no. conditions as set out in Appendix C. 

 

 

6. Recommendation & Conclusion 
 
Following the statutory consultation process and the Planning Report Part 8 P.G.22/16, it is 

recommended that the proposed development proceed in accordance with the plans and 
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particulars published 15th September 2022 subject to the 4 No. conditions set out in the 

Planning Report Part 8 PG 22/16 (Appendix C). 

 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Sinead Mc Cauley, 
A/Senior Executive Planner, 
Regeneration & Development Team, 
Donegal County Council 
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APPENDIX A 
Newspaper Advertisement 
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APPENDIX B 
Plans & Particulars published on 15th September 2022 

 
Drawing 0000: Site location and site extent 

 
 

Drawing 0001: Site Location Map 
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Drawing 0002: Existing Site Layout Map 

 
 
 
 
 
Drawing 0003: Proposed Site Layout and Section 
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Appendix A relating to the Plans and Drawings published 15th September 2022: 
Indicative Specification of tensile canopy which will be confirmed at detailed 
design stage 
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APPENDIX C 
 

Planning Report Part 8 PG 22/16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 






