County Donegal Heritage Office Annual Report (2017
(2017)
Role of the County Donegal Heritage Office
The main aspects of the role of the County Donegal Heritage Office are to:
 Raise awareness of County Donegal’s cultural, built and natural heritage;
 Provide advice and information on heritage matters to the public and Donegal County
Council staff;
 Collect data and conduct research on aspects of County Donegal’s heritage;
 Promote best practice in relation to heritage matters;
 Prepare and implement the County Donegal Heritage Plan in conjunction with the County
Donegal Heritage Forum; and
 Manage the County Donegal Heritage Office and County Donegal Heritage Forum
administration, budgets and publicity.

Primrose Wilson CBE (President, Ulster
Architectural Heritage Society & Vice-Chair, Irish
Georgian Society) addresses the ‘Conservation
without Frontiers’ Cross-Border Built Heritage
Summer School in the County Museum on Friday,
June 9.

Thatcher Brian Lafferty explains the practice of
rope thatching at the Scutcher’s Cottage in
Newmills to summer school participants. The
Office of Public Works is conserving the cottage
as part of the Newmills Corn & Flax Mills, a
National Monument in state care.

‘Conservation without Frontiers’
CrossCross-Border Built Heritage Summer School
Over 120 people attended the three-day,
'Conservation without Frontiers' Cross-Border Built
Heritage Summer School in counties Donegal,
Derry & Tyrone from June 7 - 10 organised by the
Ulster Architectural Heritage Society and the Irish
Georgian Society in association with Donegal
County Council, Derry City & Strabane District
Council and The Heritage Council (County Donegal
Heritage Plan Actions 4.5 & 2.1). The purpose of
the Cross-Border Built Heritage Summer School
was to encourage the conservation, heritage-led
regeneration and promotion of the built heritage of
North West Ulster. The special event brought
together students, experts and practitioners to
explore, discuss, debate and enjoy issues relating
to the shared built heritage of Donegal, Derry and
Tyrone. The Summer School opened with the
launch of a new exhibition entitled ‘In Search of the
Donegal Vernacular Cottage’ (curated by the
County Donegal Heritage Office) in the County
Museum, Letterkenny. The Director of the Summer
School was architectural historian Kevin Mulligan
and speakers included archaeologist Dr. Brian
Lacey, Paddy Matthews (Fáilte Ireland), Dr. Andrew
McClelland (Maynooth University), Dr. Edward
McParland (Trinity College Dublin), geographer Dr.
Fidelma Mullane, Anna Meenan (The Heritage
Council), Ronan O’Donnell (Townscape Heritage
Initiative, Derry), architectural historian Dr. Barry
O’Reilly and Dr. Greg Stevenson (Under the
Thatch). Special guest speaker was Yaima Gill
from RESTAURA – an historic preservation project
based in Havana, Cuba. There was intense
competition for 30 free student places at the
summer school. Architecture, geography, history
and planning students from higher education
institutions in Sligo, Galway, Limerick, Cork,
Dublin, Dundalk, Belfast, Oxford, Cambridge and
Scotland were among those successful in securing
a free place. The students undertook assignments
on Church Lane, Letterkenny and Boom Hall,
Derry. The summer school programme included
presentations, fieldtrips, traditional building skills
demonstrations and social events in County Derry
(Thursday, June 8) and County Donegal (Friday,
June 9) and culminated with a student awards
ceremony in Sion Mills, County Tyrone on Saturday,
June 10.

Public Service Announcements
Announcements on Local Radio
As part of the County Donegal Heritage Plan
(Action 4.1), the County Donegal Heritage Office in
association with the Communications Office,
Donegal County Council secured air time for public
service announcements on hedgerow heritage and
hedgecutting produced by Local Authority Heritage
Officers and The Heritage Council (February),
National Heritage Week (August) and the study of
lime kilns (October). The public service
announcements ran on both Highland Radio and
Ocean FM regional radio stations.

Hedgerow near St. Johnston: Under the Wildlife
Acts, hedgerows should only be cut between the
start of September and the end of February.

Kilbarron Castle, an archaeological monument
near Rossnowlagh, was selected as one of seven
heritage sites for The Heritage Council’s ‘Adopt-aMonument’ Scheme in 2017.

Dr. Tomás Mac Conmara and Cllr. Terence
Slowey, Cathaoirleach of Donegal County Council,
enjoy a light-hearted moment at the launch of ‘A
Guide to Donegal’s Oral Recordings’ in the County
Museum on Friday evening, May 26.

‘Adopt‘Adopt-a-Monument’ Scheme
The Heritage Council in conjunction with Abarta
Heritage and Archaeology Scotland initiated an
‘Adopt a Monument’ scheme in 2016. The scheme
aims to empower communities to become actively
involved in the conservation and interpretation of
local archaeological and cultural heritage sites.
Seven heritage sites around the country were
selected to take part in the scheme in 2017
including Kilbarron Castle (an archaeological
monument) near Rossnowlagh. The successful
applicants were provided with access to expertise,
mentoring and support. The successful applicant
in County Donegal was the Kilbarron Castle
Conservation Group. The Heritage Council scheme
helps to address Action 4.8. in the County Donegal
Heritage Plan: ‘Explore the ‘adoption’ of heritage
sites by local communities’.

Audit of Oral History Recordings for County
Donegal
As part of the implementation of the County
Donegal Heritage Plan (Action 4.9), Donegal
County Council in partnership with The Heritage
Council launched the audit of oral history
recordings and collections from County Donegal on
Friday, May 26. A significant amount of oral history
recording has been collected over the decades
relating to County Donegal. This has ranged from
the professional work undertaken by Seán Ó
hEochaidh of the Irish Folklore Commission to
recordings undertaken to document the memories
of a family member. The purpose of the audit was
to identify, in so far as possible, what has been
collected at national, regional and local levels, and
to put that information together for the first time
into one database. The audit identifies over 4,000
oral history recordings from 57 collections relating
to County Donegal and was compiled by Dr. Tomás
Mac Conmara, an oral historian from County Clare.
A free guide to the audit is now available on the
County Donegal Heritage Office website at:
www.donegalcoco.ie/heritage
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Among the community heritage projects that
received funding from The Heritage Council were
conservation works to Templecrone Church by the
Maghery Heritage Group (above) and essential
repairs to historic buildings and traditional
building skills demonstrations on Church Lane,
Letterkenny organised by the Letterkenny
Cathedral Quarter Committee (below).

Heritage Council Grants Programme
The Heritage Council awarded €82,200 in funding
for eighteen heritage initiatives in County Donegal
to groups and individuals throughout the county.
Under the Community Heritage Grants Scheme,
The Heritage Council awarded funding for
conservation works to Templecrone Church by the
Maghery Heritage Group, St. Catherine’s Church
by Killybegs History & Heritage Committee,
Rathmullan Abbey by Donegal County Council, St.
Columba’s Church in Straid by the St. Columba’s
Conservation Group, the Pilot’s Cottage in
Dundoan by Eddie Kelly and Kilbarron Castle by the
Kilbarron Castle Conservation Group. St. John’s
Church of Ireland in Stranorlar received funding for
the restoration of some of its cast-iron windows.
Forbairt Dhún Lúiche received funding for the
conservation, interpretation and promotion of
Sraith na Cille archaeological site in Dunlewey
while the Sligo Institute of Technology in
association with the Disert Heritage Group
continued its conservation efforts at the
archaeological complex at Disert in the Bluestack
mountains. The Ardara GAP Heritage & History
Group commissioned geophysical,
photogrammetry and topographical surveys of
Doon Fort. Ballyshannon Regeneration Group
undertook an interpretation project in relation to
the paupers’ graveyard in Ballyshannon and
Dunfanaghy Tidy Towns received funding for a
wildlife information project. Letterkenny Cathedral
Quarter carried out essential repairs to historic
buildings using traditional buildings skills and
materials. BirdWatch Ireland received support for
its Tory Island Breeding Bird Project. Ealain na
Gaeltachta Teo. organised a seminar exploring the
role of heritage in the arts while Lands of Eogain
investigated the role of women in Inishowen
heritage and folklore. Oideas Gael recorded
landscape changes in the western valleys of the
Glencolmcille parish and Mary Kerrigan undertook
a cross-border project entitled ‘Derry & Donegal
Heritage Landscapes Alive’.
There were six additional grant allocations to
County Donegal properties under the Heritage
Council’s Thatch Conservation Grant Scheme.
The County Donegal Heritage Forum, Donegal
County Council also secured an additional €27,000
in match funding for the implementation of the
County Donegal Heritage Plan actions in 2017.

Batlas 2020
Donegal County Council provided part-funding to
Bat Conservation Ireland for its Batlas 2020 project
under the County Donegal Heritage Plan (Action
1.7). The funding provided support for the creation
of a GIS mapping dataset for County Donegal, a bat
survey training course and a practical bat survey
night.
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Pictured with Dr. Tomás Mac Conmara and Dr.
Arlene Crampsie are participants at the free Oral
History Training Workshop in the Central Library,
Letterkenny organised by the County Donegal
Heritage Office on Saturday, May 27.

Oral History Training Workshop
As part of the implementation of the County
Donegal Heritage Plan (Action 4.9), the County
Donegal Heritage Office organised a one-day Oral
History Training Workshop in the Events Centre,
Central Library, Letterkenny on Saturday, May 27.
The free workshop gave a basic introduction to all
aspects of an oral history project from
commissioning to disseminating and archiving. It
introduced concepts of best practice in terms of
ethical and legal considerations and provided
participants with the key skills necessary to
properly research, prepare for and conduct oral
history interviews. The interactive workshop
invited participants to raise questions and
concerns about their own past, on-going or future
projects. The free seminar was fully subscribed
(30 people). The oral history training workshop
was provided by Dr. Arlene Crampsie, School of
Geography, University College Dublin &
Chairperson of the Oral History Network of Ireland
and Dr. Tomás Mac Conmara, oral historian and
heritage consultant, who undertook the audit of
oral history recordings for County Donegal.

‘Donegal
‘Donegal Railway Diary’ Publication
As part of the implementation of the County
Donegal Heritage Plan (Action 4.1), Donegal
County Council provided part-funding to County
Donegal Railway Restoration Limited for the
publication of Michael Bunch’s Donegal Railway
Diary: Part One – 1954-55. In the 1950s, Michael
Bunch was based in Derry and as an enthusiast of
the narrow-gauge railway lines, he took
photographs of the County Donegal line that was
still running at that time and some of the
Londonderry & Lough Swilly Railway relic features
that survived at that time following its closure in
1953. The publication contains over 270 black-andwhite, previously unpublished, photographs of the
narrow-gauge railways of County Donegal and
County Derry. Each section has an introduction
consisting of Michael Bunch’s diary entry for that
day of photographs, and each photograph has a
detailed caption. It includes photographs of
stations, cottages, people and railway vehicles as
well as aspects of the built heritage associated
with the railway no longer in existence.

Heritage Maps Initiative
The ‘Heritage Maps’ initiative is a partnership
between The Heritage Council and local authorities
which allows the public to access and view
heritage data by area. The County Donegal
Heritage Office is working with the GIS Section of
Donegal County Council on an on-going basis to
submit information for County Donegal to this
initiative. The ‘Heritage Maps’ viewer contributes
to the achievement of Action 4.3 in the County
Donegal Heritage Plan and can be accessed at:
www.heritagemaps.ie
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Pictured at the launch of the ‘In Search of the
Donegal Vernacular Cottage’ exhibition are
architectural historian Dr. Barry O’Reilly, Joe
Peoples (Director of Service, Donegal County
Council), Yaima Gil (RESTURA historic
preservation project in Havana, Cuba), Primrose
Wilson CBE (President, Ulster Architectural
Heritage Society) & Cllr. Michael Mc Bride
(Chairperson, County Donegal Heritage Forum).

Seamus Ó hEochaidh thatching the roof of a
cottage in Rinnakill, Teelin in the late 1930s. The
intricate network of ropes (or fishing nets in some
coastal locations) that were used to secure the
thatch were tied to projecting stones (bacán) at
the eaves and on the gables. Image courtesy of
Donegal County Archives, Donegal County
Council.

‘In Search of the Donegal Vernacular Cottage’
Exhibition
The County Donegal Heritage Office in association
with the Donegal County Museum, Regional
Cultural Centre, Donegal County Archives & the
Earagail Arts Festival curated and produced the ‘In
Search of the Donegal Vernacular Cottage’
exhibition as part of the implementation of the
County Donegal Heritage Plan (Action 4.1) and the
‘Creative Ireland’ programme. County Donegal is
home to one of the largest surviving concentrations
of vernacular cottages in Ireland. The exhibition
celebrates the traditional dwellings of County
Donegal that help define our cultural landscape,
refine our sense of place and reinforce our sense
of identity. Through photographs, illustrations and
drawings from local and national collections, the
distinctive forms and features of the Donegal
vernacular cottage are highlighted. Vernacular
architecture has been described as an
‘architecture without architects’ alluding to the fact
that these dwellings were not based on blueprints
or measured drawings but on collective folk
memory that was passed down from one
generation to the next. The intimate relationship
between ‘form and function’ is reflected in the use
of space and local materials that root these
cottages in their physical and cultural landscape.
The exhibition was launched by Cllr. Michael
McBride, Chairperson of the County Donegal
Heritage Forum, Donegal County Council and ran in
the Donegal County Museum from Wednesday,
June 7 until Saturday, September 2. The exhibition
has also been on display in An Gailearaí, Derrybeg
since Monday, November 13, 2017.

Donegal Vernacular Cottage – Walk & Talk
On Tuesday, July 4, the County Donegal Heritage
Office organised a walk and talk through the ‘In
Search of the Donegal Vernacular Cottage’
exhibition attended by 60 people. The walk and
talk was led by Dr. Greg Stevenson (owner and
founder of Under the Thatch, a social enterprise
company that rescues and restores traditional
buildings at risk) & Dr. Joseph Gallagher (County
Donegal Heritage Officer, Donegal County
Council), co-authors of the ‘Traditional Cottages of
County Donegal’ book.

Pictured at the walk and talk through the ‘In
Search of the Donegal Vernacular Cottage’
exhibition at the County Museum are Joseph
Gallagher (County Donegal Heritage Officer) and
Greg Stevenson (Under the Thatch).
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Tír Chonaill Stone Festival
As part of the implementation of the County
Donegal Heritage Plan (Action 2.1), Donegal
County Council provided support for the Tír
Chonaill Stone Festival (Friday, June 23 – Sunday,
June 25) in Glencolmcille organised by the Dry
Stone Wall Association of Ireland. They undertook
the repair of a dry-stone wall in the village with the
help of stonemasons and voluntary labour from all
over Ireland and further afield.

Repair of dry-stone wall in Glencolmcille that was
undertaken as part of the Tír Chonaill Stone
Festival.

Ecologist, author and broadcaster Éanna Ní
Lamhna, National Parks & Wildlife Service staff
and primary school teachers attending the
‘Learning through the Landscape’ course pictured
outside the Education Centre in Glenveagh
National Park on Friday, July 7.

Cross-section of a large lime kiln in use
(courtesy of © Rhoda Allanic).

‘Learning Through Landscape’
Landscape’ Teachers’
Continuing Professional Development Course
The Donegal Education Centre, National Parks &
Wildlife Service, Inland Fisheries Ireland, Nature
North West and the County Donegal Heritage Office
organised a ‘Learning Through The Landscape’
Continuing Professional Development Course for
Primary Teachers in Glenveagh National Park from
Monday, July 3 until Friday, July 7. The course was
sanctioned by the Department of Education & Skills
and was fully subscribed again this year (25
primary teachers). Themes addressed related to
the primary curriculum and included reading the
landscape and habitats (such as rivers and bogs)
as well as transferable skills such as using maps,
surveying, fieldwork and GIS. As part of the
implementation of the County Donegal Heritage
Plan (Action 4.14), the County Donegal Heritage
Office sponsored the participation of ecologist,
author and broadcaster Éanna Ní Lamhna who
delivered a training day on bogs as habitats and
contributed towards the provision of teaching
materials.

Study of Lime Kilns in County Donegal
It is estimated that many thousands of lime kilns
existed in the nineteenth-century and twentiethcentury rural landscape of County Donegal.
Despite their abundance, surprisingly little is
known about their distribution, form, and use, and
the products they produced. This study of lime
kilns in County Donegal investigated their
distribution focusing on 150 lime kiln sites in four
regions (Finn Valley, Mulroy Estate, East Inishowen
& Glenties). The study of lime kilns outlined their
forms, components and construction; documented
specific case studies; highlighted conservation
issues and produced the draft text and illustrations
for a booklet to be published as part of the 'Donegal
Heritage Series'. John Cronin & Associates with
Dedalus Architecture were commissioned to
undertake the study as part of the implementation
of the County Donegal Heritage Plan (Action 5.5).
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Some of the Heritage Week event organisers
pictured outside the County Museum, Letterkenny
with Cllr. Gerry McMonagle, Cathaoirleach of
Donegal County Council & Joe McHugh T.D.,
Minister of State, Department of Culture, Heritage
& the Gaeltacht at the launch of the County
Donegal Heritage Week Event Guide.

National Heritage Week in County Donegal
National Heritage Week took place from Saturday,
August 19 until Sunday, August 27. National
Heritage Week is coordinated by The Heritage
Council & Local Authority Heritage Officers with
support from the Department of Culture, Heritage
& the Gaeltacht and Fáilte Ireland. ‘Heritage Week’
is an opportunity to raise awareness of, and
engender pride in, the cultural, built and natural
heritage of County Donegal. There were over 124
‘Heritage Week’ events taking place in County
Donegal including heritage open days, guided
walks, fieldtrips, exhibitions, conferences,
illustrated talks, historical re-enactments, birds of
prey displays, whale watching, garden tours,
traditional skills demonstrations, skills training,
launch events, storytelling, traditional music and
children’s activities. County Donegal was the
county with the most Heritage Week events per
head of population in Ireland again this year. The
County Donegal Heritage Office compiled the free,
pocket-size County Donegal ‘Heritage Week’ Event
Guide (Heritage Plan Action 3.2) and it was
launched in the County Museum, Letterkenny on
Tuesday, August 8 by Joe McHugh T.D., Minister of
State, Department of Culture, Heritage & the
Gaeltacht & Cllr. Gerry McMonagle, Cathaoirleach
of Donegal County Council. There was a high
demand for the County Donegal Heritage Week
Event Guide and 6,000 copies were printed. As
part of the County Donegal Heritage Plan (Action
4.1), the County Donegal Heritage Office in
association with the Communications Office,
Donegal County Council & The Heritage Council
secured air time for public service announcements
on Highland Radio & Ocean FM in relation to
Heritage Week in County Donegal.

‘Life on the Ledge’ Culture Night Event
As part of ‘Culture Night (Friday, September 22),
the County Donegal Heritage Office hosted a walk
and talk on the wildlife that survives and thrives in
the built environment of Letterkenny with Aengus
Kennedy of Nature North West. Aengus
specialised in Field Ecology at University College
Cork, has worked in environmental education for
over twenty years and is a heritage specialist on
the Heritage Council’s ‘Heritage in Schools’
scheme. The walk was attended by about 50
people and started at St. Eunan’s Cathedral and
finished on the Main Street, Letterkenny
(Action 1.1).
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Members of Buncrana Tidy Towns who won the
regional Local Authority ‘Tidy Towns’ Pollinator
Award for the North West & West Region in the
Large Town Category in the ‘Tidy Towns’
Competition.

Éanna Ní Lamhna explores a forest habitat with
primary schoolchildren and teachers as part of the
‘Creative Habitats’ workshops during Wainfest
(photo courtesy of Paul McGuckin).

‘Tidy Towns’ Local Authority Pollinator Award
Since 2016, Local Authority Heritage Offices &
Biodiversity Offices have sponsored an annual
Local Authority Pollinator Award as part of the
‘Tidy Towns’ competition. The focus of the award
is on biodiversity and the crucial role that the
declining population of Irish bees play in the
pollination of our plants, trees and vegetables. The
award encourages local groups to implement
pollinator-friendly actions in their towns and
villages. There is an annual prize of a national
winner and four regional award winners in two
categories (each prize is €1,000). The award
contributes to the achievement of the All-Ireland
Pollinator Plan and Action 1.2 in the County
Donegal Heritage Plan. There was a great
response this year with 70 applications nationwide
from 24 counties; a 20% increase on the number of
entries from last year. The standard of the
applications was very high. Buncrana Tidy Towns
Committee won the regional Local Authority ‘Tidy
Towns’ Pollinator Award for the North West & West
Region in the Large Town Category for its
Buncrana Tidy Towns Pollinator Project. The
winners were announced at the National Tidy
Towns Awards in The Helix, Dublin City University
in Dublin on Monday, September 25.

‘Creative Habitats’ Workshops for Children
Wainfest is Donegal County Council’s Cultural
Services Arts, Heritage and Book Festival for
Children. In association with the County Library
Service, the County Donegal Heritage Office
sponsored Éanna Ní Lamhna to undertake
‘Creative Habitats’ Workshops for Children in
Ballyshannon, Falcarragh, Gaoth Dobhair, Moville
& Stranorlar on October 11, 12 & 13. At the
workshops, pupils got the chance to explore the
trees, flowers, birds and creepy crawlies to be
found on their own doorsteps. Some of the
workshops included a fieldtrip to a local habitat
where children used umbrellas, nets, pooters and
jars to catch, study and release the wildlife they
encountered in their own ‘wild’ places. Éanna is
the author of Wild Things at School, a member of
the panel on the RTÉ Mooney Goes Wild radio
programme and the wildlife expert on The Six O’
Clock Show on TV3. The events were part-funded
under the County Donegal Heritage Plan (Action
3.7) & the ‘Creative Ireland’ programme.
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Pictured with ecologist, author and broadcaster
Éanna Ní Lamhna are Jacqui Dillon, Director of the
Donegal Education Centre (left) and Geraldine
Fox, geography teacher in Magh Éne College,
Bundoran (right). The ‘Heritage & Habitat in Your
Community’ Teachers’ Guide by Billy Flynn &
Éanna Ní Lamhna was commissioned by Donegal
County Council and the Donegal Education Centre
as part of the implementation of the County
Donegal Heritage Plan.

Pictured at the Chambers Ireland Excellence in
Local Government Awards ceremony in Dublin are
Seamus Neely (Chief Executive, DCC), Joseph
Gallagher (Heritage Officer), Niamh Brennan
(County Archivist) & Cllr. Gerry McMonagle
(Cathaoirleach, DCC).

‘Heritage & Habitat in Your Community’
Teachers’ Guide
The County Donegal Heritage Office in association
with the Donegal Education Centre and The
Heritage Council commissioned the research and
publication of the 'Heritage & Habitat in Your
Community' Teachers' Guide by Billy Flynn & Éanna
Ní Lamhna as part of the implementation of the
County Donegal Heritage Plan (Action 4.14). The
purpose of the ‘Heritage & Habitat in Your
Community’ schools’ initiative was to raise
awareness of natural habitats in local communities
and to encourage habitat surveying and recording.
Students in Magh Éne College, Bundoran and St.
Columba's Comprehensive School, Glenties were
provided with guidance on how to survey, record
and map habitats in the local community including
boglands, coastal habitats, streams, grasslands,
deciduous woodland and hedgerows. The project
highlighted the linkages between habitat surveying
and the secondary-level curriculum. The teachers’
guide was launched in the Donegal Education
Centre in Donegal Town on Wednesday, October
11. Copies of the Teachers' Guide are available
through the County Donegal Heritage Office and
the Donegal Education Centre.

Chambers Ireland
Excellence in Local Government Awards
The 'County Donegal in 1916: From the Edge'
History & Heritage Education Pack produced by
Donegal County Council's Cultural Services was
shortlisted for the Chambers Ireland Excellence in
Local Government Awards in the 'Commemorations
& Centenaries' category on November 23. The
‘County Donegal in 1916’ History & Heritage
Education Pack was a collaborative effort between
the Donegal County Archives, Donegal County
Museum, County Donegal Heritage Office and
Donegal County Library Service. The education
pack was sponsored by Donegal County Council &
The Heritage Council as part of the implementation
of the County Donegal Heritage Plan (Action 3.4).
The education pack can be consulted on-line at:
www.donegalcoco.ie/culture/archives/education/
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Restoration of Traditional Chair
Tógra Fiontar agus Cultúr Uladh and the County
Donegal Heritage Office oversaw the restoration by
Conservation Letterfrack of a traditional wooden
and súgán chair from Teach Mhicí Mhic Gabhann in
the townland of Doire Chonaire, west Donegal.
Micí Mac Gabhann (1865-1948) was a local man
who spent time as a seasonal labourer in ‘The
Laggan’ and Scotland before going to the United
States. His life story was recorded by Seán Ó
hEochaidh (1913-2002) of the Irish Folklore
Commission as ‘Rotha Mór an tSaoil’/’The Hard
Road to Klondike’ and the traditional chair is
believed to be the one used by Micí Mac Gabhann
and Seán Ó hEochaidh during these recordings.
The restored chair will form part of the exhibition in
Teach Mhicí Mhic Gabhann which is a fine example
of the vernacular architecture of west Donegal.
The restoration of the chair was funded under the
‘Creative Ireland’ programme.

Illustration from the 1930s Schools’ Manuscript
Collection by Prionnsias Ua Braonáin, January 9,
1939 courtesy of the National Folklore Collection,
University College Dublin.

‘Scéaltaí: The 1930s Schools’ Manuscript
Collection in County Donegal’
Donegal’ Booklet
In 1937-1938, the Irish Folklore Commission, in
collaboration with the Department of Education
and the Irish National Teachers' Organisation,
initiated a revolutionary scheme in which
schoolchildren were encouraged to collect and
document folklore and local history. Over a period
of eighteen months, over 100,000 children in 5,000
primary schools in twenty-six counties were
encouraged to collect folklore material in their
home districts on themes such as local history and
monuments, folktales and legends, riddles and
proverbs, songs, customs and beliefs, games and
pastimes, traditional work practices and crafts. As
part of the implementation of the County Donegal
Heritage Plan (Actions 4.1 & 3.7), the County
Donegal Heritage Office commissioned a booklet
on the 1930s Schools’ Collection in County
Donegal. It was researched and written by Dr.
Eithne Ní Ghallchobhair, Royal Irish Academy. The
booklet will be launched in 2018 as part of the
Donegal Heritage Series.

Community Heritage Days
A small number of community heritage events were
supported by Donegal County Council as part of
the implementation of the County Donegal Heritage
Plan (Action 1.1). They included the Stone Age
Tools Exhibition at Greencastle Golf Club during
Heritage Week in August; the ‘Last Train to
Bundoran’ History Ireland Hedge School in
Bundoran on Saturday, September 30; and the
Warp & Weft of Heritage Weekend in Ardara in
October.
Panelists at the History Ireland Hedge School
(from left to right): Jonathan Bardon, Hugh
Dougherty, Tommy Graham & Marc Geagan.
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Culture & Creativity Strategy (2018(2018-2022)
Culture embraces arts, heritage, traditional waysof-life, folklore, Irish language, environment and
creative industries in their broadest sense. The
Creative Ireland Programme is a government
initiative that envisages that every person living in
Ireland will have the opportunity to fully realise his
or her creative potential. Each local authority in
Ireland prepared a Culture and Creativity Strategy
that reflects the overall structure and aims of the
national strategy for culture and creativity. As part
of the Donegal County Council Culture Team, the
County Donegal Heritage Office contributed to the
preparation of the Culture & Creativity Strategy for
County Donegal. In particular, local authorities
were charged with implementing Pillar II of the
Creative Ireland programme which is ‘Enabling
Creativity in Every Community’. The strategy
addresses how creative approaches and
imaginative thinking can make our culture better
understood, fully appreciated, more engaging,
widely practiced, more relevant, promote best
practice, support jobs, attract visitors and/or
deliver what is needed locally.

Compiled by:
Joseph Gallagher
County Donegal Heritage Office
January 2018
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