DONEGAL

BUSINESS WEEK

7 th - 11 th MARCH 2016
7th - 11th March 2016

Register now at www.localenterprise.ie/donegal
In association with

WELCOME TO

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016
Business Week provides business owner/managers with an annual opportunity to take time
out of their businesses to hear from other business owners and practitioners. The week also
provides an opportunity to make new contacts and network with other businesses and relevant
support agencies and organisations.
Chief Executive
Donegal County
Council
Seamus Neely

This year we bring you a range of workshops, events and speakers covering business topics
such as marketing and digital marketing, exporting, accessing and managing finance, food and
creative business development as well as HR and Wellness within your business. We hope that
there will be an event which you will find of interest and want to attend.
The Local Enterprise Office in Donegal County Council wishes to acknowledge the support of
its partner agencies, organisations and businesses which have contributed to putting the weeks
events together. We also acknowledge and thank the many local businesses that have agreed
to present during the week.

Head of Enterprise
Michael Tunney

LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE DONEGAL

• Is the First Point of Contact for business information, business advice and referral in Donegal.
• Promotes entrepreneurship and an enterprise culture within Donegal.
• Provides a range of supports and programmes to assist in the establishment and development
of micro and small businesses in Donegal.
• Engages in economic development and sector specific projects that impact positively on the
small and micro business sector and the Donegal economy.

REGISTER
YOUR PLACE
TODAY

Contact us at
074 9160735 or log on to
www.donegalenterprise.ie/donegal
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MONDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

7TH MARCH 2016

MARKETING – MORE THAN A LEAFLET!
Registration: 9.30am Start Time: 10.00am End Time: 12.30pm
Location: Radisson Blu Hotel, Letterkenny.
Marketing is a much more holistic philosophy for your business than just tactical exercises. Marketing is about
looking at your total business and how it presents itself to the world and its audience in such a way as to
create a desired impression which will lead to a desired action by that audience.
Speaker:
Geoff Ramm
Prepare to be entertained, energised and enlightened as Geoff, the creator and
author of Celebrity Service, OMG Marketing and OMG Strikes Back, kicks off this year’s
Donegal Business Week. He’s a multi-award winning speaker who has challenged
entrepreneurs across six continents to look deeper, think smarter and create better,
leaving you with the tools to gain more customers.
To Register: Local Enterprise Office Donegal - www.localenterprise.ie/donegal or Tel: 074 9160735

CREATIVE COAST DONEGAL

AN EXHIBITION OF DONEGAL’S CREATIVE ENTREPRENEURS

The Creative Coast seeks to create the right conditions and environment in Donegal for the development of
new and exisiting Creative businesses. A key objective of the Creative Coast is to raise the profile of the sector,
its diversity and its many participants. The Creative Coast Exhibition 2016 provides an opportunity to see and
experience the creativity within our county at first hand.

AN EXHIBITION OF

DONEGAL’S CREATIVE ENTREPRENEURS 2016

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE THE CREATIVE TALENT IN DONEGAL
LOCATION
THE TOWN CENTRE BUILDING, (SCALLY PRACTICE, HSE BUILDING),
JUSTICE WALSH RD, LETTERKENNY.
OPENING TIMES
OPEN DAILY: 10AM - 4PM
FROM 7TH - 11TH MARCH 2016
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MONDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

7TH MARCH 2016

TAKING YOUR BUSINESS TO INTERNATIONAL MARKETS
ENTERPRISE EUROPE NETWORK EVENT

Registration: 1.00pm Start Time: 1.30pm End Time: 3.00pm
Location: Radisson Blu Hotel, Letterkenny.
Seamus McAdams will facilitate a discussion with three business owners on their experiences of
expanding their company internationally. The event includes an introduction to the Enterprise Europe Network
by Michael Tunney, Head of Enterprise and will inform participants of the opportunities for Donegal
businesses. An AIB representative will outline the currency implications of trading internationally.
Speakers:
Seamus McAdams - i2 Total Marketing
Seamus is a market development and brand specialist with over twenty five years
experience in providing unique marketing solutions to clients, both large and small.
i2 provides hands-on support to its key clients, managing their marketing activities
and providing strategic direction, sales development, market entry, promotion and
advertising supports.
Martin Eves - Envirogyp Recycling Systems Ltd.
Martin is Managing Director of Donegal companies Enviro Grind Ltd, Envirogyp
Recycling Systems Ltd and Dynamic Screening Systems Ltd - three businesses involved in
recycling and reprocessing. Martin is Chairperson of Cré, the Composting & Anaerobic
Digestion Association of Ireland and local area development group ADoPT.

Malachi Eastwood - Gartan Technologies
Malachi set up Gartan Technologies in 2001 with partner Peter Cunningham. Their
pioneering rostering software addresses a critical gap in alerting Emergency Services
about the availability of staff prior to emergency incidents. Gartan’s solutions have been
implemented by services in Ireland, the UK and Australia and they are planning to enter
the US market in 2016.
Brian Gallagher - La Cuisine
Brian is Managing Director of La Cuisine Cookware, designers of cast iron cookware
based in Kilmacrennan, Co Donegal. The company was established in 2006 and exports
to 16 countries worldwide including USA, Korea, & Holland. The company exhibits each
year at International Tradeshows in Germany and Hong Kong.
Elaine McHugh - Customer Treasury Services A.I.B.
Elaine is a senior dealer in AIB Commercial & Business Sales Dublin. Elaine and her
team deliver the full suite of foreign exchange and interest rate risk management
solutions to the small Corporate, SME and HNW personal market. Elaine has 20 years
experience in the markets having previously worked for Bank of Ireland Markets &
Anglo Irish Bank Treasury.
To Register: Local Enterprise Office Donegal - www.localenterprise.ie/donegal or Tel: 074 9160735
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MONDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

7TH MARCH 2016

GETTING TO GRIPS WITH DIGITAL MARKETING!
Registration: 5.30pm Start Time: 6.00pm End Time: 8.00pm
Location: Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny.
Digital Marketing is a hot topic. Our speakers will share their experience of how to best make use of Digital
Marketing and why it is important to understand your audience and consider and plan what you hope to
achieve for your business.
Speakers:
Maeve Kneafsey - Marketfinder.com
Maeve, Co-founder and CEO of Marketfinder is a digital sales and marketing
entrepreneur. Marketfinder, her fourth web based start-up was founded in 2013. She
has 15 years experience in accelerating online sales conversions, capitalising on data
analytics and delivering insight. Her roles as chair of the Irish Internet Association, a
Google Partner and IBM Global Entrepreneur allow her to access latest technologies
and sales acceleration trends.
Darragh Doyle - Audience Strategist
Darragh helps companies to grow their online audiences and to communicate
effectively and efficiently. He uses a mixture of the most up to date tools and good
old fashioned communication skills to make sure people click. With over 14 years
experience, working in Ireland, England and Spain, all for international, high profile
websites and with an engaging style he will offer insight and inspiration.
To Register: Local Enterprise Office Donegal - www.localenterprise.ie/donegal or Tel: 074 9160735

JOIN A NEW

TRAIN
OF THOUGHT FOR
DONEGAL FOOD

Contact us today to learn how The Food Coast Network
and Brand of Origin can assist you and your Donegal food business.
Contact: Email: eveanne.mccarron@leo.donegalcoco.ie Tel: 074 9160735
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TUESDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

8TH MARCH 2016

HOW TO RAISE FINANCE FOR YOUR BUSINESS
Registration: 8.30am Start Time: 9.00am End Time: 12.30pm
Location: An Grianan Hotel, Burt.
Presentations will be made from organisations and agencies who can help you raise finance for your business,
followed by an opportunity for one to one appointments to discuss your investment and expansion plans.
Speakers:
Michael Johnson – Micro Finance Ireland
Michael was appointed CEO of Microfinance Ireland (MFI) in 2014. He previously worked
as CEO of Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Enterprise Board for 18 years. Under his
leadership MFI has grown from lending €2M a year in 2013 to achieving nearly €6M in
lending 2015 .This lending, primarily delivered in partnership with the Local Enterprise
Offices, is now supporting 1900 jobs.

Ian Brannigan - Western Development Commission (WDC)
Ian is acting Chief Executive with WDC. Previously he held senior management
positions in the global technology sector and latterly led strategic economic development
organisations in the UK and Ireland. He has led the WDC in several innovative
programmes including renewable energy, creative economy, regional promotion and
innovation development.

Aidan Gough - IntertradeIreland
Aidan, in his role as Strategy and Policy Director, advises on collaborative strategy,
policy and initiatives to help InterTradeIreland boost North/South economic
co-operation. He leads policy and research team to identify areas where joint
Government intervention can help create an environment where it is easier to do
business and increase the competitiveness of individual businesses across Ireland in the
global economy.
Speakers include;
Ultan Faherty - Westbic
Michael Tunney – Donegal County Enterprise Fund
Ursula Donnelly - Local Enterprise Office
Carole Brenan – Enterprise Ireland
Sally Anne Mulholland - AIB
Other agencies to be represented include Donegal County Council , Údarás na Gaeltachta, BIM.
To Register: Local Enterprise Office Donegal - www.localenterprise.ie/donegal or Tel: 074 9160735
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TUESDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

8TH MARCH 2016

LOOKING AFTER YOUR MONEY

Registration: 6.30pm Start Time: 7.00pm End Time: 9.00pm
Location: Local Enterprise Office Donegal, Ballyraine, Letterkenny.
This workshop will focus on how to maximise your cash flow, protect your profits and how to prudently invest
for your future.
Speakers:
Joe Coyle - Joe Coyle Financial Consultants Ltd.
Joe Coyle has over 30 years’ experience in the financial services industry and set up
Joe Coyle Financial Consultants Ltd, an independent financial brokerage in 2009,
providing financial advice primarily to business owners. He will talk about
investing company funds tax efficiently and using business profits to provide an income
for business owners when they wish to stop working.
Mary Farrell - Tax Advice Services
Mary Farrell worked as a Tax Inspector and Revenue Auditor before leaving Irish
Revenue to start her own consultancy firm. The firm is based at 38 Upper Main Street,
Letterkenny. Mary deals with all aspects of tax compliance and specialises in Revenue
Audit and advising on the extraction of cash from business and the tax efficient ways of
transferring a business from one generation to the next.
Joseph Doherty - Simply Inish
Joseph is the owner of Simply Inish, a local food producer specialising in simple,
wholesome food. Despite a changing retail landscape he has trebled output from his
facility since 2009. Having just completed a rebrand of his business, Joe now has the
ambitious goal of growing his business further in 2016. Simply Inish now employs more
than 20 people and distributes its produce nationwide.
To Register: Local Enterprise Office Donegal - www.localenterprise.ie/donegal or Tel: 074 9160735

ANGEL INVESTMENT PITCH SESSION
Registration: Closed Event Start Time: 6.00pm End Time: 8.00pm
Location: Colab at LYIT
Invitation only event for select investment ready companies and investors.
To Register: Carmel Haughey - Email: chaughey@westbic.ie - Tel: 074 9738333
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WEDNESDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

9TH MARCH 2016

AN SLÍ BLASTA! TURASÓIREACHT BIA – SLÍ AN ATLANTAIGH FHIÁIN

THE FOOD WAY! FOOD TOURISM – THE WILD ATLANTIC WAY
Registration: 8.45am Start Time: 9.00am End Time: 1.00pm

Location: An Aislann, Páirc Ghnó Ghaoth Dobhair/ An Aislann, Gweedore Business Park
This event will focus on competing and growing a strong branded food tourism product along the Wild
Atlantic Way which will attract and increase tourism activity in the region. The speakers will give an
national/regional/local perspective on how to develop this product and accomplish a strong tourism
economy along the Wild Atlantic Way.
To Register: Aisling Ní Fhearraigh Email: ais.nifhearraigh@udaras.ie Tel: 074 95 58026 / 074 95 60100

MAKING DONEGAL FAMOUS FOR FOOD
Registration: 10.00am Start Time: 10.30am End Time: 1.30pm
Location: Donegal Brewing Co. /Dicey Reillys Ballyshannon
The growth of the food sector in Donegal, in conjunction with the new interest created by the Wild Atlantic
Way offers an opportunity for the food businesses in the county to work together to really make a statement
about the food we offer and how it creates an impression of Donegal.
This event will allow all food related businesses - producers, chefs, restaurants, cafes, hotels and
accommodation providers to come together to hear how other places have worked collaboratively to
develop their food reputation to benefit their businesses. The guest speakers will share their experience
and lessons learnt so that those attending can consider how they can play a role with their peers in making
Donegal famous for food. Following the guest talks, there will be a display of local producers and products
and the opportunity to take a tour of the Donegal Brewing Co. facility.
Speakers:
Alastair Dobson - A Taste of Arran, Scotland
Taste of Arran was created in 2001, when a number of small producers on the island
came together in order to “export” their produce to mainland Scotland. The partnership
has proved phenomenally successful. Alastair, Managing Director of the co-operative
and owner of Arran Dairies, shares his experience of setting up this group and how
collaboration works for them. The work they have done has helped their individual
businesses and also created a positive food reputation for their Island.
Eve – Anne McCarron – The Food Coast - Donegal’s Good Food Initiative
The Food Coast initiative was developed by the Local Enterprise Office as a programme
to support the development, growth and awareness of Donegal’s food sector. The
initiative acts as a central platform for establishing Donegal as a “Food County”
– a place with a vibrant food culture and food economy. Eve – Anne will talk about
the development of the Food Coast network and the brand as a Mark of Origin for
Donegal food businesses and how this can help promote the county and its members.
To Register: Local Enterprise Office Donegal - www.localenterprise.ie/donegal or Tel: 074 9160735
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WEDNESDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

9TH MARCH 2016

GET EXPORT READY
Registration: 1.30pm Start Time: 2.00pm End Time: 5.00pm
Location: Local Enterprise Office Donegal, Ballyraine, Letterkenny.
This event is for companies considering exporting as an option through which to grow their business. It would
ideally suit companies that already have an established foothold in the Irish market and feel there may be
an opportunity to move into overseas’ markets – companies that are relatively new to exporting and what it
involves.
The purpose of the workshop is to highlight what is involved in exporting, the implications for the existing
business and the pros/cons of this strategic direction. The event centres around a first-hand account by an
established Irish company on their own ‘export journey’. There will also be an opportunity for questions and
discussion.
Further Information & Booking: Contact Potential Exporters’ team
Email: rena.cushion@enterprise-ireland.com - Tel: 01 727 2695

PROBLEM SOLVING WITH LEGO
Registration: 4.45pm Start Time: 5.00pm End Time: 6.30pm
Location: Letterkenny Chamber of Commerce, Canal Road, Letterkenny.
Allow yourself to be challenged to think creatively, to collaborate, to hypothesise, to test, to fail and to try
again! The workshop is hands on, informal and lots of fun!
Speaker:
Maggie Greene - The School Door
To Register: Email: events@letterkennychamber.com - Tel: 074 9124866

AN EXHIBITION OF

DONEGAL’S CREATIVE ENTREPRENEURS 2016

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE THE CREATIVE TALENT IN DONEGAL
LOCATION
THE TOWN CENTRE BUILDING, (SCALLY PRACTICE, HSE BUILDING),
JUSTICE WALSH RD, LETTERKENNY.
OPENING TIMES
OPEN DAILY: 10AM - 4PM
FROM 7TH - 11TH MARCH 2016
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WEDNESDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

9TH MARCH 2016

MAKE FOOD YOUR BUSINESS!
Registration: 6.30pm Start Time: 7.00pm End Time: 9.00pm
Location: The Counter, Canal Road, Letterkenny.
Declan Droney shares a view of the Irish Food Sector and outlines where opportunities lie. Local food
businesses share their experiences and lessons learnt along the way.
Speakers:
Declan Droney - Food Entrepreneur & Advisor
Declan is an experienced entrepreneur, business consultant and mentor. He works with
Enterprise Ireland and a number of Local Enterprise Offices, supporting start-ups and
SME businesses. He is founder of one of Ireland’s best known, artisan food companies,
Kinvara Smoked Salmon and is director of a number of other food businesses.

Linda McClean - Mallow Mia
Mallow Mia is a luxury handmade marshmallow business based in Co.Donegal. It was
established in 2014 by Linda McClean who returned to Ireland after 14 years working
as a food scientist for food companies in Europe. Her award winning fresh gourmet
marshmallows and rocky roads are handcrafted in a traditional farmhouse on the Wild
Atlantic Way using only the finest natural ingredients.
Karl Bonnar - Irish Fish Canners
Karl is Managing Director of Irish Fish Canners, a Dungloe based family owned and run
business, established in 1977. The company produces premium quality herring,
mackerel and trout using locally sourced fish. A successful participant on the Food
Academy and now listed in over 50 SuperValu stores, Irish Fish Canners are now working
on a brand for the UK market.
Richard Finney - The Counter
Richard is the owner of The Counter in Letterkenny, one of the latest editions to the
Donegal food scene. Sick of the rat race, he ditched his job in finance in Belfast in favour
of pursuing his real passions in life of food and wine! Richard has been described
by John & Sally McKenna as “a man who makes things happen”. He will discuss he
challenges he has experienced and will offer advice for producers hoping to enter the
specialist retailing sector.
To Register: Local Enterprise Office Donegal - www.localenterprise.ie/donegal or Tel: 074 9160735
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WEDNESDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

9TH MARCH 2016

DEONTAISÍ AGUS TACAÍOCHTAÍ DO GNÓLACHTAÍ SAN GHAELTACHT

GRANTS AND SUPPORTS FOR BUSINESSES IN THE GAELTACHT
Start Time: 8.00pm End Time: 10.00pm
Location: Fiontarlann, Baile na Móna, Cill Chartha
Pearsanra / Personnel ó Údáras na Gaeltachta
To Register: Contact Eunan Mac Cuinneagáin
EmaIl: ecunningham@westbic.ie Tel: 074 9738333

MAKE YOUR MENU MAKE MONEY!
Registration: 1.30pm Start Time: 2.00pm End Time: 4.00pm
Location: Restaurant Sage, 41 Port Road, Letterkenny.
Martin Lynch has a wealth of experience both as a chef and in mentoring food businesses on how to make
sure their business is profitable. Martin will share his experience of what works and what needs to be done
to make your menu make money.
Speaker:
Martin Lynch - Hospitality Solutions
From a background that includes senior chef positions in Michelin Star
restaurants in England and in some of the best known kitchens in Ireland, Martin brings
comprehensive knowledge and experience to his consultancy business. His diverse skill
set and indepth knowledge of the food industry, means he is as comfortable working
with businesses helping them increase their profitability, as he is at helping them meet
their legislative food safety requirements.

To Register: Local Enterprise Office Donegal - www.localenterprise.ie/donegal or Tel: 074 9160735
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THURSDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

10TH MARCH 2016

CRITICAL THINKING FOR SMALL BUSINESS SUCCESS
Registration: 9.30am Start Time: 10.00am End Time: 5.00pm
Location: Colab at LYIT
• Know what’s guiding and shaping your big decisions
• Implement the daily habits to be at your best
• Find and evaluate your best ideas
• Get clear on the big three – strategy, systems and sales
• Break through the barriers that are holding you back
• Build the momentum to move forward
• Network with other business owners and those starting out in business
• Create the life and business you love
Speaker:
James Martin
James is a certified infusionsoft consultant and has a close circle of friends who eat
and breathe online business. He networks globally with key influencers and experts
in digital business, CRM, sales & marketing automation and ecommerce. He supports
business owners with their strategy and psychology, online systems and growing sales.
For Bookings: Email - patrick.donaghy@lyit.ie

CLINIC EOLAIS / INFORMATION CLINIC
Start Time: 10.00am End Time: 12.00pm
Locations:
Áras Sheáin Bháin, Baile na Finne / Fintown
agus/ and
Áras Ros Goill, Na Dúnaibh / Downings
Information clinic with staff from Údarás na Gaeltachta on the supports and services available to start and
run your business in the Gaeltacht.
To Register: Contact Údarás na Gaeltachta 074 9560100
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THURSDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

10TH MARCH 2016

WELLNESS AT WORK
Registration: 9.00am Start Time: 9.30am End Time: 12.45pm
Location: Kees Hotel, Stranorlar.
Fostering a healthy workplace makes sense for so many reasons. It provides for a happier and more
productive environment and helps reduce sick leave and increase productivity. Hear some of the
country’s leading exponents and advisors in workplace wellbeing outline how every business can provide a
healthier workplace. Pramerica will case study its wellbeing programme and learn how a software solution
can improve wellbeing in the workplace.
Speakers:
Declan Thomas - IBEC
Declan is an Executive with IBEC North West. IBEC is the largest business and
employers representative organisation in Ireland. With vast experience in Industrial
Relations, Human Recourses and Employment Law, he is responsible for delivering
professional advice and advocacy services to employers in the North West Region. A
qualified Solicitor, Declan has also worked as HR Manager in a medical devices company.
Paula Mee - Nutritionist
Paula, with qualifications in Biochemistry and Health Science, has worked as Senior
Food Nutritionist in the National Dairy Council and sat on the Board of Consumer Foods
for Bord Bia. Currently a member of the Food Safety Consultative Council, she runs a
consultancy practice providing an extensive range of services in nutrition, corporate
wellness, recipe and menu analysis and product development.
Pat Divilly - Fitness Expert
After completing his Masters in Exercise and Nutrition Science in the US, Pat
began working in a gym in Dublin. He soon became frustrated that the focus was
financial gain and not the pursuit of better health for the clients. Now running his own
studio in County Galway, he also trains hundreds of clients via his online programmes.
Pat has written 2 best-selling books and in 2014, he led a team that fundraised over
€160,000 for Cystic Fibrosis. In 2015 he became ambassador for Console.
Leeanne Mimnagh - Pramerica
As Director of Human Resources at Pramerica Systems Ireland Ltd. Leeanne
has responsibilty for all aspects of people management including health and
wellness. She has professional qualifications in employment law, human resource
management. Prior to joining Pramerica, she was a HR Generalist for Vodafone in
Dublin. Leeanne is a member of the CIPD, Cairde le Cheile and volunteerism
organizations such as Friends of Cancer in Ireland.
David O’Neill - Uppiddee
David O’Neill is the Co-Founder of Uppiddee, a software solution that is used for
improving wellbeing in businesses, colleges and professional sports teams. Uppiddee
gathers feedback from users and identifies which wellbeing activities are producing
improvements. In addition, Uppiddee increases engagement and participation by
providing personal recommendations and notifications.
To Register: Local Enterprise Office Donegal - www.localenterprise.ie/donegal or Tel: 074 9160735
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THURSDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

10TH MARCH 2016

CONNECTING YOUR CREATIVE TALENT
Registration: 2.00pm Start Time: 2.30pm End Time: 5.00pm
Location: Town Centre Building, Justice Walsh Road, Letterkenny.
This is an interactive workshop designed to help you share experiences and learning with other creative
businesses locally and in other regions. The workshop will also offer advice on the latest supports available
under the EU project – My Creative Edge, and about the business opportunities within this project. The
workshop will be followed by facilitated networking and the launch of the Creative Coast Network and the
new Creative Business Development and Investment Programme.
Speakers:
Jonathan Ball - Glass and Metal Artist
Jonathan is an artist/craftsman who works predominantly with metal and glass. His
primary interest with regard to his artwork is in the plastic nature of these materials and
how they can be brought together for various projects and installations. “The fluidity
and plastic nature of these materials create an almost infinite array of options, shapes
and forms to work from.”
Javier Burón Garcia - Director of Limerick Fab Lab
Javier is an architect living and working between Limerick and Córdoba in Spain and
lectures at the School of Architecture, University of Limerick. In 2012 he started a Fab
Lab within the University, where he researches open source construction systems. In
2010 he co-founded Colaborativa.eu, a design, technology and social action agency
which started developing tools and strategies including reactivating abandoned public
buildings in Córdoba.
Gary Reddin - Illustrator and Designer
A self described design addict and colour junkie, Gary first realised his dependence
on design while studying architecture in DIT Bolton Street. Enabled by his friends and
family, he allowed his habit fully take over in 2013 when he left a promising
architectural career in London to become and Illustrator and designer in Sligo. Gary has
worked with over 100 national and international clients in the past 2 years. He loves to
inject humour and excitement in any project given the opportunity.
Pauline White - Policy Analyst Western Development Commission
Pauline is Policy Anaylist with the Western Development Commision (WDC). The
creative sector contributes hugely to the economy of the western region and the WDC
has been instrumental in the delivery of projects such as My Creative Edge, and in the
piloting of a micro-loan fund for creative industries. Currently the WDC is engaged in
the delivery of the next phase of the My Creative Edge through the Creative Momentum
project.
To Register: Local Enterprise Office Donegal - www.localenterprise.ie/donegal or Tel: 074 9160735
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THURSDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

10TH MARCH 2016

‘HAPPILY EVER AFTER’

LEARN HOW TO FIND THE RIGHT WORDS TO TELL YOUR BUSINESS STORY
Registration: 1.30pm Start Time: 2.00pm End Time: 4.00pm
Location: Local Enterprise Office Donegal, Ballyraine, Letterkenny.
This fun filled workshop will help business owners unlock their creative talent and articulate their business
story in order to communicate more effectively.
Speaker:
Liam Porter - Liam Porter Media
With over twenty years experience in the media industry as a reporter and editor,
Liam has a reputation for excellence in a variety of writing styles. A renowned creative
writer and poet, as well as an expert in PR and media, his workshop will concentrate on a
variety of styles, tips and techniques that businesses can use to help them tell their
story.
To Register: Local Enterprise Office Donegal - www.localenterprise.ie/donegal or Tel: 074 9160735

DONEGAL

BUSINESS AWARDS
- CELEBRATING 20 YEARS -

WINNING
BUSINESSES
FROM
20 YEARS AGO

FM CLEANING
AND
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FRIDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

11TH MARCH 2016

FINDING THE RIGHT PEOPLE IN 2016
INFORMATION FOR BUSINESS OWNERS

Registration: 9.00am Start Time: 9.30am End Time: 12.00pm
Location: Local Enterprise Office Donegal, Ballyraine, Letterkenny.
Aimed at employers thinking about employing new staff in 2016, this event will offer an insight into the
recent recruitment and retention experiences of local businesses. The seminar will consist of an informative
talk by Lynn McLaughlin about issues local employers should be aware of when planning to recruit. Three
local business owners will discuss their own recent experiences in recruiting and retaining staff.
Representatives from Intreo, People 1st and Employment Response will also be in attendance to answer any
queries in relation to available employer supports for taking on new staff.
Speakers:
Lynn McLaughlin - Fortius HR
Lynn McLaughlin has accrued considerable experience over the past fourteen years in
human resources and industrial relations at senior level across various sectors. Lynn
also works as a mentor on the Enterprise Ireland Mentor Network. Established in 2008,
Fortius HR offer a complete outsourced HR solution, from the day to day advice
required to managing strategic HR projects.
Larissa Feeney - www.accountantonline.ie
Larissa founded Ireland’s first online accounting website service. She qualified as a
Chartered Accountant in 2005, coming 1st in NI in her Professional Examinations, and
opened her own practice in 2010. She won the Innovation Award in the Letterkenny
Business Awards in 2014, and was selected for Enterprise Ireland’s Going for Growth
programme for women entrepreneurs last year.
Maria Sweeney - Safetech
Maria Sweeney, (Masters and Degree in Health & Safety) founded Safetech in 2003. The
business offers a comprehensive service in all areas of environmental health and safety
management systems. It is the first and only organisation in the Republic of Ireland to
be approved for the delivery of UK accredited construction, plant and skill cards for UK
construction sector with bases in Donegal, Wicklow, Sligo and Mayo.
Denis Finnegan - Finn Media
Denis Finnegan is a native of Cork and founder of the online sales rep system SalesBoost
and owner of the successful Letterkenny-based digital marketing agency Finn Media.
He and his team work with their clients to get their businesses on-line and develop their
digital strategies to generate results.
To Register: Local Enterprise Office Donegal - www.localenterprise.ie/donegal or Tel: 074 9160735
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FRIDAY

DONEGAL BUSINESS WEEK 2016

11TH MARCH 2016

IF TIME IS MONEY - HOW DO YOU SPEND YOURS?
Registration: 9.00am Start Time: 9.30am End Time: 4.30pm
Location: The Base Enterprise Centre, Stranorlar
Time is the most precious resource we have yet we wilfully squander it day in, day out, year in, year out.
This workshop aims to give each participant a fresh perspective on time and how they can take control of it,
and use it to achieve their ultimate potential in life – to improve their business, their relationships and their
overall health. There is no magic secret – just some tried and tested techniques and tips that will be shared
with you to help you overcome common challenges with time.
Speaker:
Monica Murphy - Monere Development Services Ltd.
Monica has 17 years experience in the area of training and people development. She
works as a trainer and one to one coach in this area and has helped her clients achieve
fantastic results. Monica’s style is engaging and interactive and she prides herself on the
behavioural change results that occur after her training events
To Register: Contact Donna Tel: 087 607 5555 - Email: manager@thebaseenterprise.ie
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DONEGAL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR AWARDS 2016 LUNCHEON
Registration: 12.30pm Start Time: 1.00pm End Time: 3.15pm
Location: Villa Rose Hotel, Ballybofey.
Now in their 20th year, the Donegal Business Awards celebrate Donegal’s best and brightest in
business. The awards are presented in a number of categories, with the winner of overall
‘Donegal Business of the Year’ receiving a prize of €2,500. The winners of ‘Best Start-Up’ (18 months
or less), ‘Best New Business Idea’, and ‘Best Established Business’ (over 18 months), will each receive a
prize of €1,500. While on the day, one of the finalists will be named as the chosen business to represent
Donegal at the National Enterprise Awards’ Final. Why not join us for this prestigious event.
Speaker:
Padraig O’Ceidigh
Padraig is one of Ireland’s most respected entrepreneurs. He studied for a BComm at
NUI Galway and worked as an accountant in KPMG, a teacher at NUI Galway, and as a
solicitor.
Following his takeover of Aer Arann in 1994, he became a beacon for entrepreneurs
in Ireland and abroad by driving the business to become one of the fastest growing
regional airlines in Europe. Under his leadership, the airline became the first European
airline to achieve the ISO 9000 Quality award for customer service, and it also won the
Palme d’Or for Airline of the Year in 2006 in recognition of its sustained excellence.
Named the Ernst & Young Irish Entrepreneur of the Year in 2002, Padraig was
subsequently appointed a member of the 2004 and 2005 World Entrepreneur of the
Year judging panels and also served as Chair of the judging panel for the Irish awards.
A successful entrepreneur Padraig has created and developed a number of other
businesses in various industries. He has served as adjunct Professor of
Entrepreneurship at NUI Galway, Chairman of Failte Ireland West and as a member of
the Governing Board of RTE.
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Tickets now available from
www.localenterprise.ie/donegal
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