Ceantar Bardais Dún na nGall

Oifig Riarthóir na gCruinnithe,
Aras an Chontae,
Leifear.
4ú Eanáir, 2022

Fógra Cruinnithe
Béidh cruinniú fíorúil de Cheantar Bhardais Dhún na nGall ar siúl De Máirt, 11ú Eanáir 2022 ag 11.30
r.n.
DO GACH BHALL DEN CEANTAR BARDAS DÚN NA nGALL
A Chara,
larrtar ort bheith i lathair ag an gcruinniú seo Ceantar Bardais Dún na nGall. Tá Clar an Cruinnithe le seo.
Mise, Ie meas

Padraig O’Sirin
Riarthóir Cruinnithe
***********************************************************************************************************************
Municipal District of Donegal
Office of Meetings Administrator,
County House,
Lifford.
04th January 2022
NOTICE OF MEETING
The next Meeting of the Municipal District of Donegal will be held virtually on Tuesday 11th January
2022 at 11.30 a.m.
TO EACH MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL
Dear Councillor,
You are summoned to attend this virtual meeting of the Municipal District of Donegal. The Agenda is
attached.
Yours sincerely,
Pauric Sheerin
Meetings Administrator
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AGENDA
1.

Consideration of Minutes of the Municipal District of Donegal held on the 14th December
2021.

2.

Consideration of Minutes of the Economic Development Workshop held on the 14th
December 2021.

3.

Update Reports from Council Services:
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6

Housing & Corporate Services
Roads / Transportation
Economic Development, Information Systems and Emergency Services
Environment Services
Community Development
Planning Services

Motions
4.

Cllr Michael McMahon
“That this MD take a serious look at the junction at Cavan Garden Cross Roads on the
Ballyshannon/Donegal road.”

5.

Cllr Barry Sweeny
“That Donegal MD requests TII approval to progress assessment and design of a
significant safety scheme at the Cashelard Crossroads at Cavangarden and that immediate
interim safety improvements be put in place to help avoid further collisions and possible
loss of life. Numerous accidents including two recent serious collisions highlights the
urgency of immediate action at this location.”

Questions
6.

Cllr Barry Sweeny
“Can some of the recent TII 2022 allocation to Donegal County Council be used for interim
safety measures at the Cavangarden Junction? (eg. Flashing speed limit signage or
improved feeder lane to alight onto N15)”

7.

Cllr Barry Sweeny
“Can a bus shelter be installed at the Cavangarden junction in the interest of school
children’s health and safety and to reduce amount/length of time of parked cars during
drop-off times whilst fitting into the overall road safety at this location?”

10.
-

Date of Next Meeting(s) / Workshop(s)
MD Meeting at 11.30 am on Tuesday the 08th February 2022 (as per standing orders)
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Minutes of Meeting of the Virtual Municipal District of Donegal on 14th December
2021
MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF
DONEGAL HELD AT 11.30 AM ON TUESDAY THE 14TH DECEMBER 2021
MDD/177/21 MEMBERS PRESENT
Cllr Barry Sweeny, Cathaoirleach
Cllr Michéal Naughton
Cllr Noel Jordan
Cllr Niamh Kennedy
Cllr Tom Conaghan
Cllr Michael McMahon
MDD/178/21 OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE
Mr. Garry Martin, Director Designate, Municipal District of Donegal
Mr. Pauric Sheerin, Area Manager, Municipal District of Donegal
Mr. Mark Sweeney, A/Area Manager, Roads/Transportation
Mr. Paddy Doherty, Divisional Manager, Community Development
Ms. Aideen Quinn, A/Executive Planner, Planning
Mr. Barney McLaughlin, Administrative Officer, Tourism Section
Ms. Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer, Environment Section
Mr. Enda Monaghan, Senior Staff Officer, Housing & Corporate
Services
Ms. Caroline Britton, A/Staff Officer, Housing & Corporate Services
MDD/179/21 STANDING ORDERS
Cllr Sweeny welcomed all attendees and referred to Standing Order
No. 64 which stipulates that recording of the meeting is prohibited.
MDD/180/21 VOTES OF SYMPATHY
A vote of sympathy was passed in respect of the following recent
deaths:The late Daire O’Gallachoir, Dromore, Mountcharles
The late Mary Gallagher (née Farmer), Bundoran
The late Aidan Carroll, Bundoran
The late Mary (Mai) Roper, Ballyshannon
The late Kathleen O’Flaherty, Bundoran
The late Pat McDyre, Mountcharles
MDD/181/21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL HELD ON 12TH OCTOBER
2021
On the proposal of Cllr Kennedy, seconded by Cllr Jordan the Minutes
of the Meeting of the Municipal District of Donegal held on the 12th
October 2021 were confirmed.
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MDD/182/21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
OF THE
ROADS &
TRANSPORTATION WORKSHOP OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
OF DONEGAL HELD ON 5TH OCTOBER 2021
On the proposal of Cllr McMahon, seconded by Cllr Kennedy, the
Minutes of the Roads & Transportation Workshop of the Municipal
District of Donegal held on the 5th October 2021 were confirmed.
MDD/183/21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE BUDGET WORKSHOP OF
THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL HELD ON 5TH
OCTOBER 2021
On the proposal of Cllr Kennedy, seconded by Cllr Conaghan, the
Minutes of the Budget Workshop of the Municipal District of Donegal
held on the 5th October 2021 were confirmed.
MDD/184/21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE BUDGET MEETING OF
THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL HELD ON 26TH
OCTOBER 2021
On the proposal of Cllr Naughton, seconded by Cllr Jordan, the
Minutes of the Budget Meeting of the Municipal District of Donegal
held on the 26th October 2021 were confirmed.
MDD/185/21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE HOUSING WORKSHOP
OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL HELD ON 26TH
OCTOBER 2021
On the proposal of Cllr Conaghan, seconded by Cllr Naughton, the
Minutes of the Housing Workshop of the Municipal District of Donegal
held on the 26th October 2021 were confirmed.
MDD/186/21 HOUSING & CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT
HOUSING SERVICES
Progress reports on Casual Vacancies, Grants, Loans, Tenant
Purchase Scheme 2016, Housing Capital, Approved Housing
Bodies Development, Housing Assistance Payments/Private
Rented Inspections, Housing Need and Lease & Repair Scheme
Members noted the update reports. Mr Sheerin submitted that work
is ongoing on finalising the Housing Delivery Action Plan which will
incorporate feedback from the recent Housing Workshop. The
development of capital projects and the purchase of land is also being
actively pursued in order to ensure the Council can meet its social
housing targets between now and 2026. Mr Sheerin advised that a
number of casual vacancies have been let recently and there are also
a number of houses nearing completion. In terms of Phase III of the
2
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Railway Park project, the Contractor has been appointed and
arrangements for the delivery of the contract are being finalised.
A number of comments / queries were dealt with as follows;Drumacrin Housing Project – Phase 1
Cllr McMahon sought an update on the discussions with landowners
at Drumacrin regarding access arrangements. Mr Sheerin advised
that the Housing Capital Office is making some progress with the
landowners and discussions have also taken place with the Planning
Office regarding land zoning. Mr Sheerin agreed to seek a further
update for the next MD meeting.
Cllr Sweeny queried if it was possible to change the name ‘Gort na
Gréine’ and suggested contact with the Bundoran Historical Society
to seek their views on a suitable name for the development. Due to
time constraints with a utility application, Mr Sheerin advised that a
decision was made with regards to the name of the development in
advance of consultations with the Members and if the Members
wished, they can revisit the naming of the new development.
Derelict Buildings
Cllr McMahon queried if there was a programme available to deal with
derelict buildings. Mr Sheerin submitted that the Housing Office has
progressed a number of dangerous buildings within the Donegal MD
office, however, noted that derelict buildings can bring issues in terms
of ownership title and site layout. Within the Housing For All Plan, the
‘Town Centre First’ approach will support the regeneration,
repopulation and development of rural towns and villages.
Millstone Site in Ballyshannon
Cllr Sweeny highlighted the lack of private rented availability in the
Ballyshannon area which is causing people to have to move to
alternative locations for housing and sought an update on the
Millstone site. Mr Sheerin advised that discussions are progressing
with regards to this site and advised that the Housing Capital Office
is looking at a number of options within the towns and villages
throughout the county in order to meet the social housing targets. The
Housing Office is acutely aware of the lack of private rented properties
within the Donegal MD area. Mr Sheerin also advised that the
Affordable Housing Scheme will be rolled out in the rural counties
along with the larger urban centres, as outlined in recent
correspondence from the Dept of Housing, Local Government &
Heritage.
Housing Allocations
Cllr Sweeny noted the format and sequence for alerting Councillors
to new housing allocations and queried if it was more appropriate to
streamline the process in order to reduce the administration burden
and costs associated with the printing and posting of the letters to all
3
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Councillors, irrespective, if representations had been made or not. Mr
Sheerin outlined the background to the recent change and that the
revised process is in accordance with the policy agreed at SPC. Mr
Sheerin agreed to relay the comments to Senior Management.
CORPORATE SERVICES
Matters arising from the previous meeting
Mr P Sheerin confirmed to Members that the letter had issued to the
Department of Social Protection regarding TUS supervisors and
noted that the response from the DEASP had been circulated to
Members.
Members also noted that the letter had issued to the Minister
regarding MICA as requested at the previous meeting.
Section 183 Request – Disposal of lands at Finner Road,
Bundoran to Mr Liam Clancy
Mr Sheerin sought approval from the Members for the disposal of
lands at Finner Road, Bundoran to Mr Liam Clancy. On the proposal
of Cllr Naughton, seconded by Cllr McMahon, Members confirmed
their agreement to the proposed Section 183 and noted the matter
would be on the Agenda for the forthcoming Plenary Council meeting.
Schedule of MD Donegal Meetings 2022
Mr Sheerin informed Members there had been a small discrepancy
with the Schedule of MD Donegal Meetings for 2022 that issued with
the agenda, namely, the December meeting is to take place on the
13th of December rather than the 14th December. The Schedule as
below was noted.

Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
September
October
October

Date
Tuesday 11th
Tuesday 8th
Tuesday 8th
Tuesday 12th
Tuesday 10th
Tuesday 14th
Tuesday 12th
Tuesday 13th
Tuesday 11th
MD Budget meeting
(Date to be agreed)
Tuesday 13th

December
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MDD/187/21 ROADS / TRANSPORTATION SERVICES REPORT
2021 Roadworks Programme Status Report
Members noted the update report on the 2021 Road Works
Programme circulated with the Agenda, as presented by Mr M
Sweeney.
Mr Sweeney noted that over 221 different projects were completed
during the year and wished to acknowledge the work carried out by
the Outdoor Staff despite losing 13 weeks of the working year due to
COVID-19 restrictions.
Follow up Issues from previous meeting
Mr Sweeney provided an update on the follow up issues from the
previous meeting as circulated by e-mail which dealt with the
following: Donegal Town & Bundoran Christmas Lights
The transfers of funds for the Donegal Town and Bundoran Christmas
Lights Project have been completed.
Footpath Repair Works
The footpath repair works will be continued as soon as possible.
The following comments were made: Storm Barra
The Members wished to acknowledge the work carried out by the
Donegal County Council staff during Storm Barra and noted how well
organised and co-ordinated the teams on the ground were.
Cllr Naughton highlighted the issues for homeowners living within
Clareden Drive and the Brookfield area of Donegal Town and
suggested a campaign should be pursued to encourage property and
landowners to ensure no surface water is running from their property
on to the roads. Mr Sweeney advised that an advertising campaign
regarding water running off properties onto public roads is currently
ongoing on the radio.
Cllr Jordan referred to correspondence received from a homeowner
within the Clareden Drive Estate and suggested the Housing Office
commence a conversation with at least two homeowners within this
Estate with regards to a housing transfer. Cllr Jordan submitted that
although a meeting had been held with the former Minister of State
for the OPW with Special Responsibility for Flood Relief, Minister
Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran, no decision has been made with regards to an
allocation of funding for the Donegal Town area and recommended
the current Minister for the OPW, Minister O’Donovan be contacted.
Mr Sweeney referred to the Report on the Storm Barra issues logged
5
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during the 6th to 8th December 2021 and advised that the flooding was
a result of fluvial flooding whereby the river overtops the river
bank. Mr Sweeney submitted that Donegal Town has experienced 4
flood events over the last 6 years and suggested every effort should
be made to try to get the OPW’s Flood Relief Scheme for Donegal
Town progressed as soon as possible. To date some works have
been carried out as part of the minor works scheme but as advised
previously these works will only help alleviate flooding up to a point
but once flood levels go beyond a certain point, flooding is inevitable.
Funding in the region of €8.5m as identified in the OPW’s CFRAM
Flood Relief Scheme is needed for Donegal Town.
Mr G Martin acknowledged the work carried out by all the services
and companies during the storm and advised that while a small
number of properties were at risk from future events, the rehousing of
property owners in this area was not within the remit of the Council.
He further submitted that the flood alleviation works as outlined by Mr
Sweeney and the ongoing discussions with the OPW are the key
priorities.
Cllr Sweeny queried if nature-based solutions were a suitable
proposal to reduce flooding within these high-risk areas. Mr Sweeney
advised that natural upstream storage areas have been identified as
part of the OPW’s Flood Relief Scheme for Donegal.
Cllr Conaghan suggested the removal of a corner section of the river
above Clareden Drive. Mr Sweeney advised that the removal of a
corner of a river in isolation can lead to problems arising elsewhere
and that the area needs to be considered in its entirety with flood
modelling when flood prevention measures are being implemented.
Mr Sweeney further advised that consideration would be given to
having discussions with the OPW to see if minor works funding could
be secured to carry out the flood modelling works in advance of the
flood relief scheme and that this may help get the Donegal Town
scheme selected in the next round of funding.
Roundabouts
Cllr McMahon queried the process for the sponsored maintenance of
three roundabouts in Bundoran. Mr Sweeney advised that there is a
proposal to erect sculptures on the three roundabouts in Bundoran
and when complete, consideration can be given to the planting of the
roundabouts via sponsored maintenance.
Town Lighting
Cllr McMahon submitted that there are a number of lights along the
seafront in Bundoran that require upgrading and four lights located
within close proximity to the Supervalu Store in Bundoran that were
originally installed by Bundoran Town Council are not being
maintained by Donegal County Council at present. Mr Sweeney
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advised that he is aware of the lights along the seafront that require
upgrading. These lights were originally decorative lights that do not
form part of the Councils current maintenance contract. Work is
ongoing to standardise these lights to ensure they fall within the
maintenance contract. In terms of the lights adjacent to the Supervalu
Store, Mr Sweeney agreed to follow up to ensure they are included in
the maintenance contract.
Blocked Gullies
Cllr McMahon advised that following the completion of tarmac works
at the West End in Bundoran, a number of gullies require
cleaning. Cllr Kennedy submitted that a number of complaints had
been received regarding blocked drains and queried if a policy could
be developed at SPC level to consider the regular clearing of leaves
from drains and gullies. Mr Sweeney agreed to speak to the
contractor who completed the tarmac works at West End in Bundoran
and advised that the Area Roads Office endeavours to keep on top of
the removal of leaves from drains and gullies during the winter
months.
Cunningham’s Junction & Dunkineely Road
Cllr Kennedy sought an update on the Cunningham’s Junction, Traffic
Flow Report and advised that the wall is not fixed on the Dunkineely
Road. Mr Sweeney agreed to seek an update from Road Design
regarding the Traffic Flow Report and also seek an update from the
TII regarding the wall at the Killaghtee junction.
Killybegs Regeneration Project
Cllr Kennedy advised a meeting had taken place with McCabe
Architects in relation to the Killybegs Regeneration Project and noted
that the cobble stones currently laid within the centre of the town
should be relocated to Bridge Street due to the historical authenticity
of this area. Mr Sweeney concurred with Cllr Kennedy’s proposal
and noted that the cobble stones could be retained in the Council yard
until such times as renewal works are being conducted along Bridge
Street.
Naming of the Killybegs Industrial Road and the Four Piers
Cllr Kennedy suggested that the Killybegs Industrial Road and the
four piers be named to ensure a strong linkage with the locality and
suggested names such as the ‘Auction Hall Pier’ and the ‘Black Rock
Pier’. Mr Sweeney agreed that this initiative can be pursued, taking
a similar approach as the naming of the James White road in
Ballyshannon. Contact would also be made with the Department of
the Marine with regards to the proposal to name the piers.
Fintra Bridge
Cllr Kennedy sought an update on the Fintra Bridge Project. Mr
Sweeney advised that following the advertising of the CPO, a number
7
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of submissions were received, and an oral hearing will now take place
in due course.
CLÁR Funding Scheme 2021
Cllr Naughton sought an update on the CLAR funded project for St
Francis National School. Mr Sweeney advised that this project is
scheduled to commence in 2022 and discussions are ongoing with
the school.
Car Parking Waiver
Cllr Naughton highlighted the difficulty for businesses at the moment,
particularly in the light of the new Covid -19 variant, Omicron and
suggested that for the next two weeks the car parking charges should
be waived in the towns throughout the MD. Both Mr Sweeney and
Mr Martin advised that the decision to waive car parking charges
cannot be made at MD level as the anticipated income for the two
week period has been accounted for in the Councils Revenue Budget.
Flooding Issue
Cllr Sweeny highlighted the flooding issue at the Blue Cottage,
Lisachully in Ballyshannon. Mr Sweeney advised that the Area
Engineer is currently liaising with the OPW and is seeking funding
under the Remedial Works Scheme.
Active Travel Scheme
Cllr Sweeny sought an update on the design works for a number of
the Active Travel Schemes. Mr Sweeney to provide an update at the
next MD meeting.
Bishop Street
Cllr Sweeny sought an update on the tarmac project for Bishop Street
in Ballyshannon and noted an existing pole on site. Mr Sweeney
advised that the surfacing works will be completed once the pole is
removed by the relevant service provider.
Section 183 Requests
- Disposal of lands at Sminver, Ballyshannon to Ms Bernie
Finan
- Disposal of lands at Magheracar, Bundoran to Mr Edward
John Gallagher
- Disposal of lands at Sminver, Ballyshannon to the McHugh
Family
- Disposal of lands at Magheracar, Bundoran to Mr Padraig
Feeley
Mr Sweeney sought approval from the Members for the disposal of
lands at Smiver, Ballyshannon to Ms Bernie Finan, lands at
Magheracar, Bundoran to Mr Edward John Gallagher, lands at
Sminver, Ballyshannon to the McHugh Family and lands at
Magheracar, Bundoran to the Mr Padraig Feeley. On the proposal of
8
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Cllr Sweeny, seconded by Cllr McMahon, Members confirmed their
agreement to the proposed four Section 183s and noted the matter
would be on the Agenda for the forthcoming Plenary Council meeting.
MDD/188/21 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INFORMATION
EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORT

SYSTEMS

&

Mr McLaughlin updated the meeting with the reports from the
Divisions within the Directorate namely:1. Economic Development
a. Economic Development Unit
b. Tourism Marketing Unit
c. Trail Gazers Bid Project
d. Strategic Funding Unit
2. Local Enterprise Office
3. Information Systems
4. Emergency Services – Fire Service
Mr McLaughlin, in particular, referred to the success of the
BuyDonegal campaign which saw over 300 businesses participating.
Mr McLaughlin also referred to the North West Tourism Product
Development Programme which will deliver a co-ordinated marketing
campaign that is aligned to local, national and regional tourism
strategies. Fifteen businesses in Donegal and a further fifteen
businesses in Derry will benefit from the Programme. The Members
welcomed these project funding updates.
The following comments were made:Proposed Projects for Pettigo
Cllr McMahon submitted that he had received a comprehensive letter
from Irish Americans detailing a number of proposed initiatives for the
enhancement of the Pettigo area, particularly cross-border projects.
As part of Mr Martin’s work in promoting Donegal in the States, Cllr
McMahon hoped a meeting could be arranged. Cllr McMahon agreed
to forward a copy of the letter to Mr McLaughlin and his fellow
Councillors within the Donegal MD.
BuyDonegal
Cllr Sweeny acknowledged the work of the team in promoting the
BuyDonegal initiative and noted the excellent broadcast that took
place recently.
MDD/189/21 ENVIRONMENT SERVICES REPORT
Ms S Bogan presented the update reports for the Environment
Section, as circulated with the Agenda dealing with the following
matters:9
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•

•
•

•

Waste & Litter Management
- National Reuse Month – October
- School Bikes Africa – Donations Accepted at the Six Recycling
Centres
- Tidy Towns Awards 2021
- My Waste – Upcycle Challenge – Donegal Winner of the Public
Vote
- Litter Statistics
- My Waste Food Waste Roadshow
- Recycling over the Festive Period
- Green Schools
- Fewer End of Life Electrical Gifts and Toys being Recycled
Air Quality
- ABC Cleaner Air this Winter
Climate Action Update
- Convenant of Mayors
- Decarbonisation Zones
- North West Regional Energy Strategy
- Climate Action Training Programme
- Climate Action Community Engagement
- Climate Adaptation Progress Report
- Climate Action Plan 2021
- Community Climate Action Programme
Coastal Management
- Blue Flag Applications
- Personal Water Craft
- Quad Bikes and Scramblers
- Beach Wheelchairs
- Ringbuoy Inspections
- Rossnowlagh Lifeguard Station
- End of Season Maintenance
- Christmas/New Year Swims

ABC Cleaner Air this Winter
Cllr Naughton noted the introduction of the Solid Fuel Regulations that
will come into force for the 2022 heating season and highlighted that
householders within rural counties such as Donegal primarily use an
open fire or stove for heating purposes and there is a long tradition of
cutting turf on an annual basis for winter fires in these counties. Cllr
Naughton further questioned the percentage of air pollution from fires
within rural counties and suggested pressure should be put on larger
countries that generate high levels of carbon emissions. Whilst
acknowledging Cllr Naughton’s comments, Cllr Sweeny noted the
importance of everyone playing their part in reducing carbon
emissions. Ms Bogan advised further information is available on the
gov.ie website and should additional information be obtained, same
will be circulated to the Members.
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Tidy Towns Awards 2021
Cllr Sweeny congratulated the winning towns and acknowledged the
work carried out by Tidy Town Groups throughout the county.
MDD/190/21 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING SERVICES
Community Development
Mr P Doherty presented the update reports for the Community
Development Section, as circulated with the Agenda dealing with the
following matters:▪

▪

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Town & Village Renewal – Donegal MD
- Donegal Town
- Glencolmcille
- Rossnowlagh
- Carrick
- Bruckless
Town & Villages Accelerated Measures
- Bundoran – Round 1
- Donegal Town – Round 2
- Frosses – Round 3
Playground Maintenance
Sliabh Liag Development Project
Leader/RDP Programme
Walks & Trails
Social Inclusion
Donegal Youth Council

Mr Doherty advised that an additional allocation of €269k has been
awarded to the Sliabh Liag Development Project to allow for the
consolidation of the mountain pathway and the Creevy Ballyshannon
Walking Trail has secured €20k under the ORIS 2021 Fund. Mr
Doherty further advised that the Donegal MD has been allocated €63k
under the Community Activation Programme.
DFI Re-allocation
On the proposal of Cllr Sweeny, seconded by Cllr McMahon it was
agreed to reallocate €2,000 and €500 to the Ballyshannon
Regeneration Group.
The following comments were made:Additional Funding for Playground Equipment
Cllr McMahon queried if additional funding could be obtained to
upgrade the playground equipment in the West End playground. Mr
Doherty advised that an assessment is currently being conducted on
all playgrounds within the county and the team will revert to Members
thereafter in terms of future funding applications.
11
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Planning Services
Ms Aideen Quinn presented the Planning Service Reports as
circulated with the Agenda dealing with the following:▪
▪
▪

▪
▪

Development Applications
Enforcement
Q1 2022 Planning Clinics
- 12th & 26th Jan
- 9th & 23rd Feb
- 9th & 23rd March
Building Control Report
Central Planning Unit

Ms Quinn informed Members that the amendments to the Wind
Energy Policy and Proposed Variation will come before the Members
at the next Plenary meeting in January 2022.
A number of comments/queries were dealt with as follows;
Planning Clinics
Cllr McMahon noted the schedule for the forthcoming Planning
Clinics, however, queried could a special Planning Clinic be arranged
on an alternative date. Ms Quinn agreed to consider the holding of
an on-line meeting on an alternative date.
Resettlement Framework for Towns & Villages
Ms Quinn advised that Central Planning Unit is seeking a meeting to
discuss the Resettlement Framework for Towns & Villages. It was
agreed that Mr Christie and the Cathaoirleach would liaise and
arrange a suitable date for the meeting to take place.
Taking in Charge of Private Residential Estates
Ms Quinn presented the Taking in Charge Report as circulated with
the Agenda and approval was sought from Members to complete the
following Taking in Charge process: Ross Avenue, Magheracar, Bundoran
On the proposal of Councillor McMahon seconded by Councillor
Naughton it is resolved that the Council make an order in accordance
with Section 207 of the Planning & Development Act 2000(as
amended) for the creation of a public right of way over the estate
roads within the housing estate Ross Avenue, Magheracar, Bundoran
as set out in the attached maps, to enable it to proceed with the taking
in charge of the estates.
On the proposal of Councillor McMahon seconded by Councillor
Naughton it is resolved that the Council make an order in accordance
12
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with Section 11 (1) of the Roads Act, 1993 to declare the estate roads
within the housing estate Ross Avenue, Magheracar, Bundoran to be
public roads and note the consequential provisions contained in
Section 180(4) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as
amended) whereby this Council will also take in charge the water
services infrastructure and the public open spaces or car park within
the attendant grounds of the development and will subsequently
transfer the water services within the estate to Irish Water.
MDD/191/21 DISCUSSION ON PROPOSAL TO CONSIDER A SMALL
FOOTPATH FROM ROCKFIELD SCHOOL TO STRADDLE
FILLING STATION
On the proposal of Cllr McMahon, seconded by Cllr Jordan the
following motion was adopted:“That this Municipal District look at the road at Clyhore to consider a
small footpath from Rock Field School to Straddle Filling Station and
also the road junction”
Members were given a response to the motion by the Area Manager
of the Roads & Transportation Section.
In speaking to this motion, Cllr McMahon submitted that a small
community grouping in Clyhore would like the installation of a footpath
from Straddle Filling Station to Rockfield School, particularly due to
safety concerns and in the light of the drowning of a local man in a
deep ditch along this route. The group are willing to help with cutting
back grass and overgrown briars. Cllr McMahon further submitted
that this road is an entry point from Fermanagh and can experience
heavy volumes of traffic.
In seconding the motion, Cllr Jordan concurred with the points raised
by Cllr McMahon. Mr Sweeney referred to the response provided and
noted that some areas along this route lacked the space to
incorporate a footpath. Mr Sweeney agreed to forward details of the
Motion to the Greenways Team in Lifford and to instigate the cutting
back of the overgrown grass and briars.
MDD/192/21 DISCUSSION ON PROPOSAL TO PROVIDE A PROJECT
MANAGER FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN
THIS DISTRICT
On the proposal of Cllr Jordan, seconded by Cllr Sweeny the following
motion was adopted:“I am calling on this municipal District to provide a project manager
for Community Development Projects in this District.”
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Members were given a response to the motion by the Divisional
Manager of the Community Development Division.
In speaking to this motion, Cllr Jordan noted that the Donegal MD was
the only MD in the county that did not have a specific Community
Development Officer. Cllr Jordan submitted that the Donegal MD had
a lot of projects which could be progressed further with the assistance
of a Community Development Officer who would be in a position to
work with community groups and liaise the Greenways Technical
Team.
Cllr Kennedy welcomed the motions (Community
Development Officer and the Active Travel Technician) and advised
she has spoken to Senior Management in relation to this matter.
In seconding the motion, Cllr Sweeny concurred with Cllr Jordan and
noted that his motion regarding the Active Travel Technician was
strongly linked to this motion.
MDD/193/21 DISCUSSION ON PROPOSAL TO RECRUIT AN “ACTIVE
TRAVEL” TECHNICIAN TO WORK ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF
GREENWAYS, CYCLEWAYS AND WALKS PROJECTS IN THIS
DISTRICT
On the proposal of Cllr Sweeny, seconded by Cllr Jordan the following
motion was adopted:“That this Municipal District actively pursues the recruitment of an
“Active Travel” technician to work on the development of Greenways,
Cycleways and Walks projects in this District.”
Members were given a response to the motion by the Area Manager
of the Roads & Transportation Section.
In speaking to this motion, Cllr Sweeny concurred with the points
raised by Cllr Jordan and Cllr Kennedy in the discussions on the
previous motion and noted that the Donegal MD had an abundance
of potential projects that required a point of contact within the MD to
move the projects forward to the next stage. Cllr Sweeny suggested
community development projects within the MD should be delivered
in a co-ordinated and cross-directorate approach and welcomed the
recruitment of additional Active Travel staff and hoped a number of
greenway projects could be progressed in the south of the county.
In seconding the motion, Cllr Jordan concurred with the points raised
and noted a number of potential greenway projects that could be
progressed further. Mr Sweeney submitted that the Active Travel
team falls within the remit of Road Design in Lifford and Mr Doherty
advised that on an annual basis a request has been made for funding
for a Community Development Officer position and seen this role as
developmental one, providing assistance to Community Groups in
terms of funding programmes.
14

Minutes of Meeting of the Virtual Municipal District of Donegal on 14th December
2021

MDD/192/21 Date of next Meeting / Workshops
▪
▪
▪

Virtual MD Meeting at 11.30 am on Tuesday the 11th January 2022 (as per
Standing Orders)
Virtual Outdoor Recreation Strategy Workshop at 10am on Wednesday the
12th January 2022
Members also noted the Schedule of Meetings for 2022 (as per Standing
Orders)

This concluded the business of the meeting.

_________________________
Area Manager
Municipal District of Donegal

__________________________
Cathaoirleach
Municipal District of Donegal
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Minutes of Elected Members Workshop
Donegal Town Diamond Outdoor Public Space Scheme 2021
14th Dec 2021 at 10am

Attendance:
Cllr. Barry Sweeny BS
Cllr. Niamh Kennedy NK
Cllr. Tom Conaghan TC
Cllr. Noel Jordan NJ
Cllr. Michael McMahon MMM
Cllr. Michael Naughton MN

Joy Harron, DCC JH
Garry Martin, DCC GM
Aideen Quinn, DCC AQ
Fiontán Ó Caoláin, DCC FÓC

Paul Doherty, Architect PD
Anna Meehan, Architect AM

BS opened the meeting and invited JH to lead off. JH referred to the success of the project to date
and invited GM to address the meeting. GM said that everything was working to the timeline and
the project team are now seeking feedback from the elected members.
PD made a presentation on the project and specified that today was an opportunity to discuss the
area within the 3 rings; other aspects will be covered in later meetings. He said that the town has
become a tourist hub, particularly since the advent of the Wild Atlantic Way. Currently The Diamond
is primarily a roundabout, a cold environment without weather protection or suitable seating. It
witnesses some 95 bus arrivals per day. The trees present are failing and there are trip hazards in
the paved area. He suggested a need for an alternative gathering point for the large groups of
motorcyclists that currently gather there.
MMM said it was a good presentation and welcomed the public consultation. He had concerns
about buses and taxis and how they would be alternatively catered for. He enquired as to how the
canopy will be secured. AM responded that they will be involved in looking at alternative plans for
buses and taxis in due course and stated that the canopy is of a design that is tried and tested, it is
strong, hardwearing and non-flammable.
TC was supportive of the plan and stressed that one-way traffic will be very important, as will proper
parking.
NJ welcomed the very detailed presentation. He queried the number of trees with their resultant
leaf-fall and maintenance. He particularly welcomed the enclosed area concept. AM responded
that the number of trees will not be as numerous as appear in the sketch. She explained that the
gravel will not be loose but will be incorporated into the resin. NJ also asked if some form of
provision could yet be made for the motorcyclists and pointed out that they are often there when

there are no other tourists. AM said that they wouldn’t be excluded from consideration but safety
for all would be an important consideration.
NK loved the colour and warmth of the design as well as the amphitheatre aspect and the lighting
and greenery. She also welcomed that the monument will also be respected.
TC reminded the meeting that much of the current seating was provided by individual families and
this should be kept in mind. AM suggested that they may be able to transfer the existing plaques to
the new seats after consultation with the families.
MN referred to The Diamond as the heartbeat of Donegal Town. He sought clarification on whether
there was going to be a play area for children in the design– he hoped not – and if evergreen trees
could be used and what was the possibility of a water feature. AM confirmed that a play area is not
in the plan and she suggested that the layout might naturally prevent cars and motorbikes accessing
the area.
MMM suggested that further consideration should be given to the motorcyclists as this is a bigger
issue than might be thought.
BS was very impressed with the design and liked the idea of the Ballylusk gravel. However, he
queried if it was permeable; can it be patched; and could it take the weight of a teleporter. He also
wondered if the trees might block the view for people at an event and would there be merit in some
of the trees being put in removable planters so that they could be mover around. He also asked if
additional modular sections could be added to the canopy to serve as windbreaks or to provide rain
cover for sound equipment. AM confirmed that the resin is permeable and durable and she said
that she would investigate the possibility of extensions to the canopy.
JH advised the meeting that the projected timescale from here is as follows –
Completion of Masterplan – Early 2022
Part 8 to plenary Council meeting – March 2022
Capital Works Procurement – March 2022
Capital Works starting – September 2022
Capital Works completed – November 2022
Final Drawdown – January 2023

FÓC 14.12.21

This concluded the business of the workshop.

_________________________
Area Manager
Municipal District of Donegal

_________________________
Cathaoirleach
Municipal District of Donegal

Municipal District of Donegal
11th January 2022
___________________________________________
Housing & Corporate
___________________________________

REPORT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Casual Vacancies
Housing Grants
Housing Loans
TP Applications
Approved Housing Bodies Developments
HAP Tenancies
Private Rented Inspections
Household Composition by MD & Area
Lease & Repair Scheme Summary

Casual Vacancies
Property
Code

Area

BED

Dwelling Vacated

Comment

100110
100111

Ballintra
Ballintra

3
3

Keys returned 17/06/2021
Keys returned 09/07/2021

Assessment Stage
Assessment Stage

100118
105538
100160

Ballintra
Ballintra
Ballyshannon

1
1
3

Tenant deceased - keys returned 19/06/2020
Tenant Deceased on 09/01/2020
Keys returned 08/07/2019

Assessment completed
Assessment completed
Voids Programme LTV

150007
108211

Bundoran
Laghey

3
2

Keys returned 18/06/2021
Tenant deceased - keys returned 02/12/2021

Contract docs being finalised
Assessment Stage

100227
100292
100687

Donegal Town
Donegal Town
Dunkineely

1
1
3

Keys returned 29/07/2021
keys returned 3/9/2021
25/08/2017

Tender awarded- on site
Tender awarded - on site
Tender docs to be prepared - LTV

100691
109302

Dunkineely
Dunkineely

3
2

15/12/2017
Tenant deceased - keys returned 11/10/2021

Tender docs to be prepared - LTV
Assessment stage

106427
108298
100357

Killybegs
Carrick
Pettigo

2
3
1

Keys returned 21/06/2021
Tenant returned keys 17/12/2021
Tenant returned keys 23/12/2021

Offered and refused x 2 - 3rd offer issuing
Assessment Stage
Assessment Stage

Position as at 29th December 2021

HOUSING GRANTS
YEAR
HO
HO

HD
HD

APPROVED

2020
2021

TOTAL
RECEIVED
76
111

YEAR
2020
2021
YEAR
HM
HM

2020
2021

72
92

REFUSED \
CANCELLED\INVALID
4
5

FURTHER
INFO
0
6

TOTAL

APPROVED

REFUSED \

FURTHER

REF.

REF. To

PENDING

RECEIVED
39
56

29
41

CANCELLED\INVALD
6
0

REAPPLIED UNDER
HM GRANT
0
1

INFO.
0
0

TO OT
2
8

ENGINEER
0
0

2
7

REFUSED \
CANCELLED\INVALID
7
4

REAPPLIED UNDER
HD GRANT
6
5

REF.
TO OT
0
1

FURTHER
INFO
0
1

PENDING

REFUSED \
CANCELLED

PENDING

Further
information
0
0

TOTAL
RECEIVED
42
39

APPROVED
29
26

PENDING
0
8

HOUSING LOANS
YEAR
Housing Loans
Housing Loans

2020
2021

TOTAL
APPROVED
RECEIVED IN PRINCIPLE
10
0
3
13
2
0

APPROVED
7
7

0
4

Tenant Purchase Applications 2020 - 2021

Year
2020
2021

No. of Apps Incomplete
Open
Received
Returned
Applications
7
0
0
0
14
0
8
2

Refused/
Not Eligible

Offer letters
Issued
7
4

Completed
5
0

0
2

Approved Housing Bodies Developments - Donegal Municipal District

Funding Programme

CAS Construction

Scheme / Project No of
Name
Units

Approved
Housing Body

Current Status

Drumrooske,
Donegal Town

Oaklee

Construction works complete

10

HAP/PRD
HAP Tenancies
Municipal District

Number

Donegal

239

Letterkenny

722

Glenties

123

Stranorlar

266

Inishowen

442

Sub Total

1792

Tenancies Closed

2204

Overall Total

3996

2021 Private Rented Dwelling Inspections (MDD)

318

Municipal District

Donegal
Ballintra
Ballyshannon
Bruckless
Bundoran
Carrick
Donegal
Dunkineely
Frosses
Glencolmcille
Kilcar
Killybegs
Laghey
Mountcharles
Pettigo
Total
Updated 29.12.2021

Waiting
List (Net
Need)

Transfer
List

170

228

3
36
5
35
3
61
3
1
4
3
8
3
4
1

4
51
2
60
1
77
3
2
0
3
13
5
6
1

170

228

Total
Gross
Need
398
7
87
7
95
4
138
6
3
4
6
21
8
10
2
398

Repair & Lease Scheme Summary
Applications
Awaiting
MD
Received No. of Units assessment
Inishowen
19
22
3
Donegal
16
40
2
Glenties
16
16
0
Letterkenny
22
28
6
Stranorlar
20
36
8
Total
93
142
19

Updated 23/12/2021

Rejected Progressing
16
0
14
0
16
0
16
0
12
0
74
0

Total
19
16
16
22
20
93

Donegal Municipal District
2022 Roadworks Programme
Status Report - 11th January 2022

Donegal Municipal District
Agreed 2022 Road Maintenance (Surface Dressing) Programme

Road
Class

Road
Number

Road Name and/or
Townland Name

Engineering
Area

Works
Type

Year

Length
(m)

Width
(m)

2022 Regional & Local Road Surface Dressing

Yet to be agreed

Yet to be agreed

Yet to be agreed

Yet to be agreed

Total
Area of
work
(sq.m)

Estimated
Cost (EURO) Status

Donegal Municipal District
2022

Road
Class
R
LP
LP
LP
LS
LP
LP
LP
LS
LS
LS
LP
LT
LT
LS
LS
R
LP
LP
S
LP
R
R
LP
LS
LP
R
LP
R
R
R
LP
LP
LP
LP
LP
LP
LP
LP
LP
LP?
LP?
R
R
LS
LS
LP
LP
LP
LP
LS
LT
LS
LS
LS

Road
Road Name and/or
Number
Townland Name
Engineering Area
R262-3
Frosses - Meenagran
14
LP1845-3 Ballydevitt - Altadoo
14
LP1875-1 Station Road Mountcharles
14
LP1515-3 Ardaghey - Ardara Road
14
LS6175-2 Salthill
14
LP1825-3 Lacrom - Ogherbeg
14
LP1375-5 Leagans - Meenawullaghan
14
LP1485-2 Brenter - Tievedooly
14
L5675-1 Lissavaddy
14
LS5945-1 Creevins to Roses Fish Farm
14
LS5955-1 Doorin (Michael Meehans)
14
LP1645-1 Doorin (Eagles nest)
14
LT64452 Drumgorman
14
LT64451 Newtown (Sean McGroarys Road)
14
LS5925-1 Bonyglen
14
LS5825-1 Curraduffy - Killian High Road
14
R263-14 Glen streets
15
LP1275-5 Killybegs streets
15
LP1295-1 Balbane
15
LS5525-1 Aghayeeveoge at the 5 points
15
LP1365-1 Drumaghey towards curraghfagan
15
R263-11 Meenaveen to Carrick
15
R263-6
Bavin
15
LP1415-2 Loughmult
15
LS5335-1 Bavin Gate to shalwey road ( Link rd)
15
LP1025-3 Meenaveen
15
LS5065-2 Kinakillew
15
LP1265-1 Drumbraity
15
R 231
Rossnowlagh RD
16
R 267
Bundoran Streets
16
R267
Ballyshannon Streets
16
L-2225-1 Ballintra Streets
16
L 7665-1-2 Carricknahorna-Tober
16
L 7745-1 Ardgillew
16
L 7875-2 Rathmore
16
L 7795-1 Cashelard Lough colm Cille
16
L 7765-1 Behey
16
L 7935-1 Ardfarn
16
L7125-1 Drumoske
16
L7685-1 Spaddan
16
L7985-1 Lisahully South
16
L7645_1 Laheen
16
R267
Donegal streets (Old Laghey Road Donegal Town)
17
R232
Pettigo Road
17
L 8065-2 Crilly Lettercran
17
L8015-1 Drumnawark
17
L2075-1 Old Laghey Rd (West)
17
L1945-1 Killymard Rd
17
L1835-1 Harveys Point entrance towards Greenan
17
L2135-2 Murvagh crossroads to salmon inn junction
17
L6685-2 Meenadreen
17
L21951 Trummon
17
L7065-1 Carrick Breeney
17
L6765-2 Joel Mc Creas junction towards Drumcroagh
17
L7345-3 Kimmid Depot to Lough Derg Rd
17

Year
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022

Width
5.8
5.0
4.5
7.0
3.8
3.2
2.3
3.0
3.3
3.2
3.2
3.2
3.2
3.2
3.2
3.2
6.0
5.7
3.0
6.0
4.5
6.3
7.0
4.0
4.0
5.0
3.0
5.0
7.0
9.0
7.0
6.0
3.5
3.5
3.7
3.5
3.5
3.5
3.3
3.5
3.5
3.5
7
7
3.5
4.5
5
5
4.5
3.5
3.5
3.5
3.5
3.5
3.5

Length
(m)
750
800
500
500
1000
1000
1500
1000
1000
700
500
500
500
300
680
1000
300
700
800
400
1000
800
400
800
200
1000
400
350
750
500
350
300
1000
1100
1100
1000
600
1400
1000
900
1000
1000
500
500
1000
1100
750
650
1000
1500
1000
750
1600
1000
1100

Total Area of
work (sq.m)
4315
4000
2250
3500
3750
3200
3500
3000
3300
2240
1600
1600
1600
960
2200
3200
1800
4000
2400
2400
4500
5000
2800
3200
800
5000
1200
1750
5250
4500
2450
1800
3500
3850
4070
3500
2100
4900
3300
3150
3500
3500
3500
3500
3500
4950
3750
3250
4500
5250
3500
2625
5600
3500
3850

Estimated Cost
(EURO)
€90,000
€80,000
€45,000
€70,000
€73,000
€54,000
€78,000
€44,500
€51,419
€40,000
€27,000
€27,000
€32,000
€19,200
€40,000
€58,000
€60,000
€111,253
€44,000
€45,000
€115,000
€125,000
€80,000
€45,000
€25,000
€110,000
€54,000
€50,000
€98,082
€70,000
€50,000
€36,000
€59,500
€65,450
€67,155
€57,750
€35,700
€80,850
€54,450
€53,550
€70,000
€70,000
€87,500
€87,500
€57,750
€99,000
€75,000
€68,250
€74,250
€86,625
€57,750
€38,063
€88,441
€57,750
€77,000
€3,516,737

Donegal MD footpath repair & public lighting infill works
3 Year Programme
Footpath Works
RSS Area Location

14

15

16

17

Mountcharles
Dunkineely
Frosses
Killybegs
Kilcar
Glencolumbkille

Year 1
Budget
2018
€5,729.00

Year 2
Budget
2019
€16,600.00

€15,568.00

€16,600.00
€16,600.00
€8,300.00

Carrick
€8,300.00
Ballintra
Ballyshannon
€95,244.00 €16,600.00
Bundoran
€16,600.00
Donegal Town
€32,897.00 €16,600.00
Laghey
€8,300.00
Bridgetown
Pettigo
€8,300.00
Totals €149,438.00 €132,800.00

Year 3
Budget
2020
€24,350.00
€23,432.00
€23,432.00
€50,000.00
€3,200.00
€16,314.00

Overall
Total
Amount
€46,679.00
€23,432.00
€40,032.00
€82,168.00
€3,200.00

Status
Year 1
2018
Completed

Completed

€24,614.00
€1,700.00
€10,000.00
€11,214.00
€11,214.00
€35,000.00 €146,844.00 83% completed
€25,000.00
€41,600.00
€47,214.00
€96,711.00 84% completed
€8,000.00
€16,300.00
€6,000.00
€6,000.00
€10,000.00
€18,300.00
€284,856.00 €567,094.00

Public Lighting Infill Works
Area

14

15
16

17

Location
Drimark,
Donegal Town
Mountcharles
Mill Park Hotel,
Doonan
Kilcar
Killybegs
Ballyshannon
Killymard,
Donegal Town
Tirconnaill
Street & Castle
Street, Donegal
Town
Killymard,
Donegal Town

Description
Total Cost
Infill lighting - 7 additional
lights at Drimark on Local
€10,871.00
Lower End Mountcharles
€6,750.00
Proposed lighting from
Doonan Roundabout to
€9,500.00
Lighting improvement
€10,650.00
Old Fintra Rd near Glenlee €18,725.00
Rossnowlagh Link Road.
€30,000.00
Extend existing public
lighting past the school
€11,600.00
Infill lighting needed along
the public road at
Tirconnaill Street on local
Road L-1925-3 between
€10,000.00
Killymard Church to
Drumrooske Housing
€22,500.00
Total amount
€130,596.00

Status
Completed
Started
Yet to commence
Completed
Yet to commence
Completed
Completed

Yet to commence
Completed

Status
Status
Year 2
Year 3
2019
2020
34% completed Yet to commence
41% completed
Yet to commence Yet to commence
95% completed Yet to commence
Yet to commence
Yet to commence Yet to commence
Yet to commence Yet to commence
Completed
54% completed Yet to commence
Completed
Completed
Yet to commence Yet to commence
Yet to commence Yet to commence
Yet to commence
Yet to commence Yet to commence

Donegal Municipal District
Agreed list of projects to be funded from the 2022 Drainage Grant
County Budget
Donegal MD %

Yet to be agreed
20.65%

Donegal MD Budget

Area % of Budget

Budget

Description of Works
Yet to be agreed

14

Yet to be agreed
15

Yet to be agreed
16

Yet to be agreed

17

2022 Donegal MD Safety improvement Works
Yet to be announced

Road No. Estimated Cost €

Status

July Stimulus 2020: List of proposed Projects for Active Travel Measures for Regional and Local Roads 2020
Donegal Municipal District

No

Road
Number

Decription of location of proposed
scheme

2

L-2465-1

Ballyshannon - Bishop Street Stage 1

Details of Active Travel Schemes

Specify if
Design or Length
Works

Provision of new infill section of footpath

Works

60m

Width

Approved
Amount

2m

€20,000.00

Cost 2020

Cost 2021
Status
Civil works

€20,000.00 completed,
surfacing yet to

5

6

Extension
to Bank Donegal Town - Bank Walk
Walk
Installation of greenway,
L-1875-2 cycle/walkway along the Shore Road
Mountcharles.

7

R-252

8
9
10
11

L-1915
R263
R232
L-2465-1

Donegal Town - Killybegs Road
Donegal Town - Lough Eske Road
Glencolumbcille - Malin More Road
Pettigo
Ballyshannon - Bishop Street Stage 2

Design work associated with the provision
of new greenway

Design

1.8km

2.5m

€20,000.00

€20,000.00

Design work associated with the provision
of new greenway

Design

2km

2.5

€20,000.00

€20,000.00

Design

110m

2m

€10,000.00

€10,000.00

Design
Design
Design
Design

325m
275m
230m
240m

2m
2.0
4.5
2m

€20,000.00
€20,000.00
€20,000.00
€20,000.00

€20,000.00
€20,000.00
€20,000.00
€20,000.00

Total €150,000.00
Overall total

€0.00
€150,000.00
€150,000.00

Provision of new footpaths oand crossing
facilities
Provision of new footpaths
Provision of new footpaths
Provision of new footpaths
Provision of new footpaths
Total

Consultant
appointed to
complete the
design works.
Design works
ongoing

€130,000.00

2021 NTA Active Travel Funding
Donegal Municipal District

No

Road
Number

Decription of location of proposed
scheme

1

R263

2

R263 & L1125 Carrick

3

L-2575-1

Bundoran

4

R263-8

Kilcar

5

L-1315-1

Killybegs

6

R-263-8

Kilcar

Details of Active Travel Schemes
Proposed footpath improvement works in
Glencolumbcille

Glencolmcille

Specify if
Design or Length
Works

Width

Approved
Amount

Status
Carried forward to

Works

160

€40,000.00 2022

Works

30

€12,000.00 2022

Works

180

€60,000.00 2022

Works

110

€30,000.00 2022

Works

310

€80,000.00 2022

Works

30

€10,000.00 2022

Carried forward to
Proposed footpath improvement works in Carrick
Construction of an infill section of footpath along
the L-2575-1 to link the Crest of the Wave
housing estate to the existing public footpath.
Proposed footpath extension past local church to
nearby car park (R263-8)
Construction of infill section of footpath,
drainage and public lighting on Church Road
(LP1315-1)
Proposed footpath extension to Kilcar National
School (R263-8)

Carried forward to
Carried forward to

Carried forward to
Carried forward to
€272,000.00

8

L-2155-1

Donegal Town

9

L-2465-1

Ballyshannon

10

R925 & L-1915-2
Donegal Town

Design associated with the construction of an
infill section of footpath on the Old Golf Course
Road (L-2155-1) linking a large residential area to
the school,town centre etc.
Design
Design associated with the construction of an
infill section of footpath linking the residential
area with the town centre.
Design
Design associated with the construction of an
infill section of footpath on the R925 Killybegs
Road and on the Lough Eske Road (L-1915-2).
Design

300

€45,000.00

300

€40,000.00

400

€20,000.00
€105,000.00

Consultant
appointed to
complete the
design works.
Design works
ongoing

Donegal MD Community Involvement Schemes 2022
Project RSS Area Road Number Road Name
Number

Yet to be agreed

Length of Total Area of
work
work
(m)

Overall Cost
of work

% LC

LC

WIL

Budget

Status

Donegal MD
2022 LIS Agreed Priority List Yet to ba announced

2022 Budget
DMD %

18.6715%

DMD Budget
Percenta
ge of
budget Budget

RSS Area Location

14

Ardaghey

44.73%

15

Killybegs

27.64%

16

Ballyshannon

17

Laghey

Priority

LIS No

PSCI
Rating

Engineers
cost
estimate

Townland

9.82%

17.82%
Total

2022 DMD Clar Schemes

No.
1

RSS Area Location
17

Project

Donegal St Francis national School barnesmore

Budget
48300

Status

Status

Economic Development, Information Systems &
Emergency Services Directorate

Master Report January 2022
Content
1. Economic Development
1.1 Economic Development Unit
1.2 Tourism Marketing Unit
1.3 Trail Gazers Bid Project
1.4 Strategic Funding Unit

1. Division: Economic Development
Division: Economic Development – Economic Development Unit
Project / Activity Report
Title

Economic Development Unit

Outline of Work

The Economic Development Unit proactively engages in economic
development opportunities, supporting job creation and strategic
investment in Donegal and is focusing on the following areas of work:
BuyDonegal: The 2021 campaign received a very positive response with
over 300 participating businesses. Since launch on social media the
campaign reached an audience of almost 12 million and 8,500 unique
visitors to the site buydonegal.com from over 40 countries across all
corners of the globe.
Alongside launch activity with Highland Radio and Ocean FM in Letterkenny
and Donegal Town, the campaign has included town features including the
Twin Towns, Carndonagh and West Donegal.
The buydonegal.com site will remain live during January.
The 2020 #BuyDonegal campaign won the Chambers Ireland Excellence in
Local Government Awards for Promoting Economic Development.
The Outdoor Seating and Accessories for Tourism & Hospitality Business
Scheme: provided financial support to tourism and hospitality businesses,
to purchase or upgrade equipment to provide additional outdoor seating to
create outdoor dining experiences in a regulated and accessible manner.
The Scheme closed for applications on the 8th October 2021. Overall figures
for the Scheme are as follows:
Total Number of Businesses Supported:

220

Total Amount of Grant Funding Paid:

€714,918.45

Totals broken down by MD:

MD

No of Grants
Paid

€

Inishowen

45

144,650.25

Glenties

57

195,691.04

Stranorlar (Lifford)

12

34,602.07

Letterkenny
(Milford)

49

151,801.22

Donegal

57

188,173.87

Totals:

220

714,918.45

Property Solutions: This involves identification, marketing, option appraisal
of Council owned property and land for economic development purposes
including soft landing and second site location opportunities for business.
The Unit is progressing 13 queries of property solution opportunities in
various locations across the county.
Remote Working: The implementation of the Donegal Remote Working
Strategy for Business with a view to maximise the opportunities arising for
the county as a destination of choice for remote working, is underway.
Collaboration between Grow Remote Donegal, Arranmore and the EDU is
on-going aimed at promoting the chapters across the county. The EDU is
also working with various Innovation and Digital Hubs in Donegal. The EDU
is engaging with Donegal ETB on the roll out of their new remote working
training
Caravan & Camping Study: The Study of the Caravan & Camping sector in
Donegal was considered at the Economic, IS Emergency SPC in November
and was adopted at the most recent plenary Council meeting. The EDU will
be engaging with key stakeholders including other Council Services on the
implementation of the recommendations of this study.
Alpha Innovation Centre: The recruitment of the new Head of Innovation
for the Alpha Innovation Centre has been completed and the successful

person will commence employment in the coming months. The project
which is now part of a larger regeneration plan for Letterkenny based
around the Old ESB site on the Port Road is currently going through a Part 8
process.
InvestDonegal Communications Update: Latest key stats for the
InvestDonegal LinkedIn and Twitter (@DonegalInvest) accounts are as
follows;
Impressions (last 28 days)

Total Followers

Linked In

46,300

2,862 (+83)

Twitter

65,800

1,694 (+34)

Donegal.ie

3.1K Web Users (4 weeks 22 Nov – 19 Dec 2021
9 News Items Published

North West City Region:
•

Inward Investment Strategy: Donegal County Council and Derry City
and Strabane District Council have engaged OCO Global to develop a
three-year Investment strategy for the region. Work on a final draft is
progressing after regional consultations.

•

Talent Solutions: Donegal County Council and Derry City and Strabane
District Council have engaged Abodoo to develop a mapping platform
to demonstrate the range of skills in the region to help attract FDI to
the North West of Ireland. A Project Oversight Board including the
LYIT, ETB and Regional Skills Forum has been established to support
the project. Regional Skills Forum has been established to support the
project.

•

Communications: The EDU continue to collaborate with DCSDC on
promoting the North West City Region for investment and business
opportunities including via LinkedIn and Twitter platforms.

You can follow respective LinkedIn and Twitter Platforms
NorthWestCityRegionIreland
Atlantic Economic Corridor: working with Local Authority partners along
the western coast to progress mutually beneficial projects and initiatives.

The Western Development Commission continue to promote an online
booking engine for hubs www.Connectedhub.ie , the EDU are facilitating
local hubs to sign up to this facility with 12 locations joining in 2021.
Concierge Service: Existing businesses, potential business start-ups or
businesses looking to relocate or wishing to expand and who need advice
on accessing a wide range of Council services and supports, can contact the
Business Concierge Service by email
economicdevelopment@donegalcoco.ie. In 2021 there were 53 queries
from businesses processed through the system.
Contact Person

Ciaran Martin - ciaran.martin@donegalcoco.ie (086) 8261760
Rosita Mahony – rosita.mahony@donegalcoco.ie (087) 2510128

Division: Economic Development – Tourism Unit
Project / Activity Report

Outline of Work

Marketing Updates
Donegal County Council’s Tourism Unit is currently conducting two surveys –
for the trade and for festivals and events in the county to determine the type
and level of support and assistance the sectors will require, as we hopefully
move into the post-Covid phase and more proactive tourism markets. This
information will help inform our marketing activities in 2022.
Both surveys are open until 14th January 2022.
Trade Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RCFDRSP
Festivals and Events Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BLN3D3F
North West Crossborder Marketing Campaign
Work is underway with DCSDC on the roll out of an early Spring 2022 Tourism
marketing campaign targeting the island of Ireland market. Preparatory work
is well underway and the campaign will include a range of online and digital
marketing as well as a radio campaign. The campaign will also feature
packages developed as part of the North West Tourism Product Development

Programme delivered in 2021 which included 15 businesses from Donegal
working in collaboration with 15 businesses from Derry/Strabane Council
area. The current Covid situation is being monitored to ascertain the most
effective roll out of this campaign.
Go Visit Donegal - Digital and Online Marketing
The below stats highlight the growth in the impact of the digital marketing
activities undertaken by the Tourism Unit in 2021. 2021 has seen an
increasing on focus on digital marketing activities and in particular in the
Reconnect and Rediscover autumn campaign which resulted in a huge
increase in visitor numbers to govisitdonegal.com
GoVisitDonegal.com
End of Year Stats 1st January – 31st December 2021 vs same period in 2020
Numbers

Performance vs 2020

Page Views

579,973

Up 29%

Users

208,563

Up 49%

Top 10 Countries in 2021 vs 2020
Country
1. Ireland
2. United Kingdom
3. United States
4. China
5. Germany
6. Not Set
7. Canada
8. France
9. Netherlands
10. Australia

Number of Users Change vs 2020
Up 80.78%
Up 71.95%
Down 63.77%
Up 249%
Up 42.43%
Up 218.62%
Up 37.52%
Up 46.03
Up 58.31%
Up 10.17%

% Users – Change vs
2020
Up 22.10%
Up 16.14%
Down 75.53%
Up 135.75%
Down 3.8%
Up 115.21%
Down 7.12%
Down 1.36%
Up 6.93%
Down 25.59%

Go Visit Donegal Social media
Ongoing posts across Facebook, Instagram and Twitter promoting Donegal as
a county with focus on each of the MD Regions
Platform

Followers

Facebook

49,684

Twitter

15,645

Instagram

21,166

Blog / News Updates
6 Trade Blogs have been published in December
Tourism Sectoral Forum
The DCC Tourism Sectoral Forum took place online on Wednesday, 1st
December 2021.
Topics discussed included tourism marketing updates, tourism conference,
current tourism career/employment opportunities and sectoral updates.
TIDE – Atlantic Network for Developing Historical Maritime Tourism
The objective is to develop a niche historical maritime tourism package for
Atlantic based on connecting & marketing assets from historical period across
different regions. DCC have awarded the contract to Emagine Media Ltd and
group working on theme, storyline & storyboards for both Spanish Armada &
Napoleonic VR Experiences. A shared VR experience (North West Partners)
from World War 1 will also be promoted in Donegal and at final stages of
development.
Bundoran Marketing
• Promotion of events for Christmas and live music at weekends.
• Continuing planning for various marketing initiatives for 2022.
• Continuing planning for other projects to promote for 2022.
• Continuing preparation of brochure for 2022.
Bundoran Tourist Office
•

Tourist Office open 4 days a week from Jan 2022 for at least Jan/Feb.

•

Currently one TÚS employee working and one volunteer.

Website and Social Media
Maintaining a social media presence for the town on Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter. Generating content and repurposing other content, particularly of historical
interest.
•
•
•
•
•

Website traffic + 21.07% (page views) +15.04% (users)
Facebook + 7.5% followers
Instagram +32.9% followers
Twitter + 4.34% followers
YouTube +20.52% followers

Waterworld/Seaweed Baths
•
•

Continuing to activate marketing plan for Waterworld’s 2022 Season
including booking ads, website construction etc.
Assisted with placement of recruitment ads for GM.

Other
•
•
•

Contact Person

Discussions with event organisers for potential events in 2022.
Worked with Christmas Lights committee to light up Bundoran for the festive
season.
Further planning meetings to coordinate projects for 2022.

Barney Mc Laughlin
Head of Tourism Unit
barney.mclaughlin@donegalcoco.ie
074 9724465

Division: Economic Development – Trail Gazers Project Bid
Project / Activity Report
Title

Trail Gazers Bid Project

Outline of Work

‘To quantify the return to the local economy for every euro invested in
walks and recreational trail infrastructure ‘

Budget

€2.6 M

Progress to date
within quarter* -

In 2018, Donegal County Councils Research & Policy Unit successfully
led an application to the Atlantic Area Programme under objective 4.2

inclusive of
current status

‘Enhancing natural and cultural assets to stimulate economic
development’.
This transnational project is managed by the Research & Policy Unit (Lead
Partner), working with 9 different partners located across Ireland, UK,
France, Spain and Portugal.
The project sets out to:
•

•

•

•
•

Quantify the impact of key strategic investments in walks and
recreational trail infrastructure can have on stimulating rural
communities, using sensors data, counters, surveys of users,
businesses, communities etc.
Develop and trial a range of practical initiatives and interventions
such as business to consumer initiatives, digital marketing tools etc
to enhance the return.
Work with communities, businesses and other key stakeholders in
the area to develop community plans and initiatives around the
site.
Develop a range of community trail ambassadors to champion the
sites as catalysts for the development of rural economies.
Our site for research purposes is Inch Levels and post project
completion it is likely that key learning and methodology can be
applied to other sites in the county and region through an extensive
capitalisation programme.

SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS
Website: www.trailgazers.eu
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TrailgazersB
Twitter: twitter.com/hashtag/TrailGazers
Instagram: www.instagram.com/trail.gazers
https://www.linkedin.com/company/trailgazers
#TrailGazers
PROGRESS
The Trail Gazers team are now in the process of submitting our forth
financial claim and fifth progress report to the Joint Secretariat, Atlantic
Area Programme on behalf of Donegal County Council.

Under our Data Capture work package, a series of on-site Trail User
Surveys were conducted during the summer and autumn periods. The
analysis of these surveys will help inform our future Community Trail Plans.
This information will be a major project output comparing the value of
multipliers at different geographical regions in the same summer/autumn
seasons.
Our last monthly communication and coordination meeting with all
transnational partners was held on the 5th November, 2021, these
meetings are led by Donegal County Council and provide a great
opportunity to ensuring that progress in delivering key project outputs
remains on track.
As part of our Community Trail Ambassador events, on Saturday, 18th
September 2021, Donegal County Council’s Trail Gazers Project presented
a fun filled 8km cycle around the beautiful Inch Levels Wildfowl Reserve as
part of National Bike Week 2021. The event heard from Adventurer Jason
Black, John Meehan, Assistant National Director HSE/Head of the National
Office for Suicide Prevention and Bill Vaughan, Mental Health Ireland.
Mary Daly, Research and Communications Officer with Trail Gazers,
Donegal County Council gave an overview of the Trail Gazers Project and
what it is doing at Inch. The rationale for hosting this event is that one of
the key promotional messages of Trail Gazers is the health benefits of
walking and cycling. This is a link to a short 5 minute package recorded by
Trail Gazers which gives an overview of the Spin & Chat event
https://donegalcountycouncil.sharefile.eu/ds3a3fe03861b245b09a82a1196eb718a7

Connecting and collaborating with like-minded agencies across Europe is
one of the greatest benefits of EU funding for Irish organisations and on
the 8th October, Trail Gazers were given an opportunity to present as part
of a Communicating Europe event, organised by the Irish Regions for
Europe Office in Brussels. The theme of our case study from Trail Gazers
was the EU Delivering for Local Communities.
On Friday, 19th November, Trail Gazers Project held an Environmental
Workshop with key stakeholders and members of the local community to
develop a set of key actions to enhance the trail experience at Inch
Wildfowl Reserve and link it with the wider tourism offer in the
surrounding catchment of south Inishowen, Co. Donegal. To ensure that

these actions and how they are implemented have due regard for the
environmentally sensitive nature of the reserve.
On Tuesday 23rd and Wednesday 24th November – Trail Gazers will host
our next transnational Steering Meeting and Project Monitoring Meetings.
All partners will present updates on their work packages and set out a plan
for 2022.
Project Targets
for the next
quarterly*
reporting period

Dates for winter collection of on-site surveys.
Continuous uploading of information on project results to the Atlantic Area
Website.
Sign off on claim and progress report.
Plan for 2022
As part of our Community Trail Ambassador events organise a fun
discovery walk on Inch for children in early December.

Contact Person

Mary McBride
MARY.MCBRIDE@donegalcoco.ie

Division: Economic Development – Strategic Funding Unit
Project / Activity Report
Title

Strategic Funding Unit – exploring EU and National Funding
Opportunities that support the objectives set out in the Donegal County
Council Corporate Plan 2020 – 2024

Outline of Work

SFU Webinar
The most recent SFU webinar took place on Thursday 25th November
themed around funding opportunities to allow Donegal County Council
to achieve our strategic objective of a ‘moving to low carbon climate
resilience’ to ‘lead the transition to a low carbon climate resilient
community in Donegal’. This webinar featured a presentation on EU
LIFE, the Government Climate Action Fund, ELENA funding and a
general overview of various funding options for the low carbon

transition. To date 7 funding webinars have taken place covering a
variety of topics.
Project Partnership & Development
The SFU is currently exploring several partnership and project
development opportunities with various network partners/consortiums
in several key areas such as climate change, health/wellbeing,
habitat/species preservation, skills/education and culture.
Other areas of work included:
•

EU Funding Programme Reviews

•

Participation in project scoping meetings with potential partners

•

Participation in EU network meetings such as CPMR, AER etc.

•

Funding Needs Analysis of Council Divisions

•

Strategic Funding Webinars

•

Regular Strategic Funding Newsletters

Donegal Town Pier and Diamond Masterplan
The Masterplan for both the pier and the Diamond is due to be
completed in early January with a view to further stakeholder
consultation before the draft Masterplan is finalised and approved.
Donegal County Council’s funding application to the Outdoor Public
Space Scheme 2021 in respect of the Donegal Diamond public space
project has been approved. Part 8 planning incorporating more public
consultation and the completion of detailed designs followed by capital
works/construction procurement and delivery is underway. It is
expected that this work on the Diamond will be completed within 12
months.
Fáilte Ireland Local Authority Weatherproofing & Outdoor Dining
Infrastructure Scheme

The Strategic Funding Unit in collaboration with Discover Bundoran and
local businesses has been successful under the Fáilte Ireland Local
Authority Weatherproofing & Outdoor Dining Infrastructure Scheme for
funding to develop a sheltered outdoor dining and entertainment space
at the West End car park in Bundoran called Oceanside. Donegal County
Council applied for additional funding for this project, which was
recently approved by Fáilte Ireland in the amount of €283,750 inclusive
of VAT. Part 8 planning is underway and this will be followed by capital
works/construction procurement.

Contact Person

Joy Harron
Acting Senior Staff Officer
Mobile: +353 (87) 0619360
E-mail: joyharron@donegalcoco.ie

ENVIRONMENT REPORT – January 2022
WASTE AND LITTER MANAGEMENT

Activity /
Project Title
Project
Description/
Activity

Recycling over the festive period and New Year
Greenpiece:

The Council has been encouraging householders to recycle as much as possible over the festive season.
Christmas is a time where we have a lot of excess packaging, all plastic packaging including soft plastics
can now be placed into your household recycling bin, together with paper and card and tins and cans,
just remember to keep them clean, dry and loose.
Householders are also encouraged to use the local Recycling Centres, the centres accepted a wide range
of materials for recycling including all electronic or electrical free of charge. For more information all

materials that are accepted, charges and opening hours visit www.brysonreycling.org or
www.donegalcoco.ie.
This time of year can be a busy time for the bring bank network for the recycling of glass and cans, if a
bank is full please do not leave material at the banks but return at another time.
Make preventing food waste a New Year’s resolution! Check out www.stopfoodwaste.ie for amazing
leftover recipes for the festive season and fantastic tips of reducing your food waste. Remember to use
your Food Waste Bin for any food waste left if you are in a Food Waste Bin area.
The Council has carried out an advertising campaign in local newspapers with the Greenpiece, radio
advertising with Ocean Fm, Highland Radio, I radio, social media campaign covering promotion of the
recycling centres, household recycling bins, food waste prevention, WEEE recycling and Christmas Tree
Recycling. We also carried out digital advertising with local online news sites.
Contact
Person

Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer
suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie

Activity /
Project Title
Project
Description/
Activity

Contact
Person

Recycle Your “Natural” Christmas Tree for Free
6th – 29th January 2022

Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer
suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District of Donegal
11th January 2022
1.

Town & Village Renewal – Donegal MD
•
•
•
•
•

Donegal Town
Glencolmcille
Rossnowlagh
Carrick
Bruckless

2. Town & Villages Accelerated Measures
•

Donegal Town- Round 2

3. Playground Maintenance
4.

Sliabh Liag Development Project

5.

Leader/RDP Programme Update

6. Walks & Trails
7. Healthy Donegal
8. Community Funding Opportunities

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: January 2022
Activity / Project Title
Project
Description/Activity

2018 T&V Renewal – Donegal Town
Enhancements & Development Works
Works consists of:
1.
2.
3.

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Provision of a footpath
Provision of lining trail markings / App
Installation of interpretative panels / signage

€100,000 – Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 25,000 – Own Resources
Current Status:
• A number of meetings have been held with Donegal Chamber
of Commerce to finalise the details of the project including the
options available to deliver the various elements of the project.
•

Letter of Offer has been issued out to Group, signed and
returned.

•

Design of the proposed footpath is currently been progressed
and will be tendered in Q1 of 2021.

•

Designs and procurements are underway for the other
elements of the project.

•

Tender assessment complete, successful contractor to be
appointed.

•

Following further consideration it is now proposed that
footpath proposal at this time be deferred pending future
development of adjacent lands

•

Further engagement with the Department in relation to the
overall project

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172569
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: January 2022
Activity / Project Title

2019 T&V Renewal – Glencolmcille

Project
Description/Activity

Enhancements & Development Works
Works consists of:
• Development of a Town Plan
• Upgrade existing footpaths
• Provision of directional and interpretative signage
• Provision of a bus shelter

Budget (if applicable)

€100,000 – Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 25,000 – Own Resources

Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Current Status:
• A number of meetings have been held with the community
group for the area to finalise the details of the project including
the options available to deliver the various elements of the
project.
• Letter of Offer has been issued out to Group, signed and
returned.
• Designs of the proposed works are currently underway and will
be presented to the community group.
• The group are have procured an architect/designer to
progress the design and to prepare tender documents for a
number of elements of the scheme.
• Works designed and currently out to tender.
• Tender evaluation report complete and successful contractor
identified.
• Site meeting with successful contractor.
•

Construction to commence on site Q1 2022.

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172569
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: January 2022
Activity / Project Title
Project
Description/Activity

2019 T&V Renewal – Rossnowlagh
Enhancements & Development Works
Works consists of:
1. Provision of a Traders Hub
2. Provision of a Sheltered Community/shared meeting area
3. Provision of Street Furniture & landscaping
4. Upgrade existing paths
5. Development of playground

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

€100,000 – Department of Rural & Community Development
€25,000 – Own Resources
€100,000- Peace IV Action Plan
Current Status:
• A number of meetings have been held with the community
group for the area to finalise the details of the project including
the options available to deliver the various elements of the
project.
• Design of the proposed works completed and presented to the
community group.
• The Part 8 planning application was approved by Members at
the May Monthly meeting of Donegal county Council. The
designs and tender documents for the Rossnowlagh
playground and Town & Village works are complete and
approved by the SEUPB.
• Tender evaluation report complete and successful contractor
identified.
• Meeting with successful contractor, contractor notified DCC
that a lead time of 17 weeks for supply of materials to
construct the works.
• Contractor appointed to carry out works.
• Car Park resurfacing works complete.
•

Commence construction on site Q1 2022.

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172569
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: January 2022
Activity / Project Title
Project
Description/Activity

2020 T&V Renewal – Carrick
Enhancements & Development Works
Works consists of:
• Reinstate the pedestrian bridge crossing the Glen River
• Commission and prepare a Town Health Check
• Commission and prepare a Regeneration Strategy to

inform the sustainable development of the town and
immediate surrounding area
Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

€100,000 – Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 11,111 – Own Resources
Current Status:
• A number of meetings have been held with the community
group for the area to finalise the details of the project including
the options available to deliver the various elements of the
project.
• Letter of Offer has been issued out to Group, signed and
returned.
• Designs of the proposed pedestrian bridge works are complete.
• The group are have procured and appointed a contractor to
complete the pedestrian bridge
• Procurement documents prepared to appoint a consultant(s)
to prepare a Town Health Check & a Regeneration Strategy of
the town and surrounding area.
• The pedestrian bridge crossing is complete.
•

Appoint a consultant(s) to prepare a Town Health Check & a
Regeneration Strategy of the town and surrounding area.

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172569
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: January 2022
Activity / Project Title

2020 T&V Renewal – Bruckless

Project
Description/Activity

Enhancements & Development Works
Works consists of:

Landscaped garden park area with native trees, flowers,
benches and pathways including the following;
• Railway feature area
• Area with outdoor gym equipment
• Wheelchair accessible Sensory garden
• Wild meadow area
• Small public grass area suitable for casual sports and
games
Budget (if applicable)

€100,000 – Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 11,111 – Own Resources

Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

Current Status:
• A number of meetings have been held with the community
group for the area to finalise the details of the project including
the options available to deliver the various elements of the
project.
• Letter of Offer has been issued out to Group, signed and
returned.
• The group are have procured a design consultant to prepare
contract documents to appoint a contractor to carry out the
works on the proposed park.

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

•

Complete design of proposed park and to prepare contract
documents for publication on etenders to appoint a contractor.

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172569
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: January 2022
Activity / Project Title

2020 T&V Accelerated Measures Round 2 – Donegal
Town

Project
Description/Activity

➢

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the
next Bi-monthly /
quarterly reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Project proposal to establish an outdoor food market,
providing a safe place to meet, to shop within social
distancing whilst building on the brand identity of Donegal
Town as a foodie destination
€25,000– Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 2,780 – Own Resources
Current Status:
• Application submitted to Department in August in
amount of €27,780
• Provides for the purchase of 8 no 6ft foldable tables for
vendors, 4 sets of cafe style tables and stackable chairs
to allow for 16 chairs
• The supply and fit of 21m awning with Donegal ‘foodie
destination’ branding
• Funding granting in early September
• Letter of offer issued to the local group in mid
September
• Group have procured the awnings for the food market
• Site Meeting with Group and Area Roads
•

Further engagement required with the Department in
relation to the project delivery

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Three Rivers Centre
Tel: 074-9172569
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: January 2022
Activity / Project Title

PLAYGROUNDS MAINTENANCE 2020/2021

Project
Description/Activity

Annual maintenance of Playgrounds
1. Glencolmcille.
2. Mall Park, Ballyshannon.
3. Mall Park Outdoor Gym, Ballyshannon.
4. Waterworld Playground, Bundoran.
5. St. John Bosco, Donegal Town
6. Kilcar Playground.
7. Killybegs Playground.

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

€5,961.10 (incl. VAT)
1. Works consists of:
• Replacement of broken and damaged equipment.
• Replace worn safety tiles and remove trip hazards.
• Grease all equipment that contains bushes, bearings ,
shackles, etc.
• Carry out repairs along edges of safety surfaces.
Current Status:
• Annual Rospa Inspection Reports have been completed with
necessary repairs identified.
• Quick Quotes tender requests issued on 22nd January 2020
with a closing date of 19th February 2021.
• Tenders assessed March 2021.
• Annual Maintenance Tender awarded to Murphy Playground
Services Ltd.
• Successful tender appointed to carry out Annual Rospa
Inspections.
• The Maintenance contractor has completed works on the
various playgrounds.

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
bi-monthly/quarterly*
reporting period
* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

•

Annual Rospa Inspections 2021/22 are taking place with
necessary repairs being identified for the 2022 maintenance
contract works.
Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172569
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal
Activity / Project Update: January 2022
Activity / Project Title
Project
Description/Activity

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within
the last quarter inclusive of current
status

Project Targets for the
next bimonthly/quarterly*
reporting period

Contact Person
(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Sliabh Liag Development Project
The project has included the development of a Visitors Centre, Ranger
Station and toilets, 2.5km of mountain paths works together with road
improvement works from Carrick Village which represents a total
investment of approx €5m
The visitors centre opened to the public in May 2019 following the
official opening. An operations manager was appointed in March 2019
together with 3 support staff since the summer of 2019.
Visitor Management within the site requires the introduction of Car
parking Bye-Laws to control traffic movement. The Council following a
resolution of Donegal Municipal District Members initiated the
procedure for making bye-laws (in accordance with Section 101(7) of
the Road Traffic Act 1961, as amended) at the car parks in Sliabh Liag
in November 2019. The closing date for submissions was 23rd
December 2019 with 55 no submissions being received. The
submissions are currently being considered by the Council with a view
to bringing a report to the Donegal Municipal Meeting later in 2020.
The centre closed to the public in March due to the Covid 19
pandemic. The centre re-opened to the public on June 29th in
compliance with of the Covid 19 Roadmap. Huge numbers have visited
Sliabh Liag during July and August which did give rise to serious
traffic/parking issues. A workshop with Members was held in October
in relation to the Car Parking Bye-Laws.
The visitor management system was implemented on July 10 th with a
shuttle bus service operating every 20 minutes from the visitors
centre. This system has worked well eliminating the traffic congestion
experienced in the summer of 2020 resulting in a much enhanced
experience for the visitor. The shuttle bus service ceased operation on
October 3rd, 2021. There was also significant usage at the car park at
the Ranger station where visitors paid the appropriate charge and
walked to the cliffs. Further funding of €269k has recently been
awarded in respect of further works to the mountain path.
Paddy Doherty
Community & Planning Services
Station Island, Lifford

Municipal District: Countywide

Activity / Project Update- January 2022
Activity / Project Title

Rural Development Programme/LEADER

Activity / Project
Description

Donegal Local Community and Development Committee are the
Local Action Group for County Donegal, with responsibility for
the LEADER/Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 &
Transitional LEADER Programme 2021-2022
€13,413,875 (Additional funding received 2019)
Note: Project costs €10,063,586, administration and animation
costs €3,350,289

Budget

Transitional Programme

Progress to date within the
last two months-inclusive of
current status

Project Targets for the next
bi-monthly reporting period

Contact Person

1st April 2021 – 31st December 2022
€2,861,598 project costs
€ 953,866 for Administration & Animation.
There are 4 Implementing Partners within the county; Donegal
Local Development Company (DLDC), Inishowen Development
Partnership (IDP), Údarás Na Gaeltachta and Comhar na
nOileán, who are rolling out the LEADER Transitional
programme on behalf of the LAG (Local Action Group). The
LEADER Transitional programme is effective from 1st April 2021
and runs until 31st December 2022. €45 million is allocated
nationally for the Transitional Programme and €20 million from
the EURI programme.
20 projects in Donegal are now approved by Pobal under the
Transitional programme and Letters of Offer have issued/are
pending, granting LEADER funding to a value of €859,782.
The next LCDC/LAG meeting will be held on 6th January 2022.
Monthly Evaluation Committee meetings will continue to be
held to progress projects to LCDC/LAG stage and the LDCs will
continue to engage with promoters on the ground to develop
and assess potential applications and to promote the
Transitional LEADER programme.
Seamus Canning 074 9172597. seamusc@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update No.11
Activity / Project Title

January 2022
Donegal Walks and Trails

File:
Project
Description/Activity

Maintenance, development and promotion of walks &
trails in Donegal including cycle routes and Greenways.

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

Glencolmcille
The potential contractor has agreed to meet on site before
Christmas hols to confirm agreed works.
ORIS 2021
With the successful grant of funding on 7 applications we
now will set about drafting of tender documents to be
issued out in first quarter of 2022 DLDC have also been
successful with in securing funds and we shall work with
them in getting these works out for tender.

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Inspections

Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

With sport Ireland inspections completed for this year we
now have a bulk of works to be carried out on some of
the trails and we need to address them in the coming
months.
• To organise maintenance items on the various trails.
•

Meet contractor in Glencolmcille to go around proposed
works

Darryl Connor (Outdoor Recreational Development Officer)
0873613811
dconnor@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Countywide
Activity / Project Update
January 2022
Activity / Project
Healthy Ireland Fund
Title
Project
Healthy Ireland
Description/Activity Healthy Ireland is a government-led initiative which aims to create an Irish society
where everyone can enjoy physical and mental health, and where wellbeing is
valued and supported at every level of society. Healthy Ireland aims to create an
Ireland where health and wellbeing is on everyone's agenda in a meaningful way.
The Healthy Ireland Fund is supported by the Department of Health and the
Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth
Budget (if
applicable)
Progress to date
within the last
quarter -inclusive
of current status

* Delete irrelevant
reporting period

€374,100 Round 3 Funding
Healthy Ireland Round 3

A joint application from Donegal LCDC and the Children and Young Peoples
Services Committee (CYPSC) was approved by Pobal on 4th December 2019.
The application consisted of
 10 Actions
 2 Community Mental Health Fund Actions
 Community Mental Health Small Grants Scheme
 Community Engagement fund
The end date for completion of actions and expenditure under the current
Round 3 is 31st March 2022.
Action 5 Early Movers, Healthy Lifestyles Programme
The Early Movers, Healthy Lifestyles Programme was coordinated through
Mevagh Family Resource Centre and engages with families from 10 family
resource centres across Donegal in educational, active and fun activities
including Baby Yoga/Messy Play Programmes And What’s
Cooking/Nutritional Programmes.
A total of 12 Baby Massage/Yoga/Messy Play programmes have been run
with 219 participants. The Family Resource Centres targeted low income
families - the majority of whom were one parent families and who had their
babies during lockdown. Young mums reported how difficult it was having a

baby in lockdown, they felt anxious and afraid that they or their babies
would get sick and many felt isolated and alone, not being able to access
outside support because of the Pandemic. This programme enabled the
FRC’s Community Development/ Family Support Worker to get to know the
families and provide additional required supports.
A total of 14 What’s Cooking/Nutrition programmes have been run with 303
participants. Feedback received regarding the cookery programmes was very
positive with families reporting that the felt more informed on how to make
healthy choices for their family and their children loved learning to cook
together with their parents.

Action 6 Donegal Intergenerational Social Inclusion Project

As Bealtaine flagship choir for 2021 Ceol le Chéile participated in a
collaboration video with two other choirs, a Ceol le Chéile version of the
video was also delivered and promoted locally, the video currently has 3286
views on Youtube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOaPiQy5Iz4&t=115s

Community Engagement

In the absence of being able to run a conference in person on mental health
for young people, as originally outlined in our Programme of Work, Healthy
Donegal partnered with Connect Mental Health in the creation of an online
youth mental health festival for young people in our County.
Mind Your Melon is an online festival website concept with themed ‘stages’
covering themes around youth mental health and wellbeing.
The online festival was launched in November last year and features
inspiring talks, engaging demonstrations and information about mental
health supports and services for young people.
Featured content includes inspirational talks from Nikki Bradley ( Adaptive
adventurer and motivational speaker), Jason Black (Global Endurance
Athlete - Irish Red Cross Global Ambassador ), Dr Easkey Britton (surfer,
scientist, explorer) demonstrations by Ryan McHugh (Donegal GAA Player)
and Finn van der Aar (marine scientist, writer and chef), tips and advice on
supporting your mental health by Jigsaw Donegal and much more.
Visit www.mindyourmelon.ie to find out more
Social Media Promotion
Healthy Donegal continues to grow a strong social media following – with a current
combined following of approximately 3500 accounts through Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter and Youtube. Over the last 90 days Healthy Donegal social media posts have
had a viral reach of 905,313 people.
You can follow Healthy Donegal on the following platforms:
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/community/healthydonegal
https://www.facebook.com/HealthyDonegal
https://www.instagram.com/healthy_donegal/
https://twitter.com/HealthyDonegal
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwcqNcNTWBCaRjEFGqSkOnA
Contact Person
Margaret Fitzgerald, Healthy Donegal Coordinator
(to include
074 9172562
telephone number & mfitzgerald@donegalcoco.ie
e-mail address)

COMMUNITY FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Donegal County Council and Donegal LCDC invite applications in respect of the following
funding Programmes: ___________________________________________________________________
Development Fund Initiative 2022
This fund is available to support initiatives in various forms of development including:
economic, social, cultural, heritage and various related initiatives which will benefit local
communities, areas and groups throughout the county.
Details of this fund are available at http://www.donegalcoco.ie/fundingforyourgroup or can be
requested by email: dfi@donegalcoco.ie or by phoning 087 1141094.
The closing date for receipt of completed applications under this fund is 4pm on Monday, 31st
January 2022.
___________________________________________________________________
Communities Activities Fund 2022
This Fund will support groups, particularly in disadvantaged areas as follows:
•
•

With their non-pay running costs such as utility or other non-pay operating costs from July
2021-June 2022.
Groups will also be able to use the funding to carry out necessary repairs and
improvements to their facilities, purchase equipment for e.g. such as tables and chairs,
tools and signage, laptops and printers, lawnmowers, canopies and training equipment etc

Details of this fund are available at http://www.donegalcoco.ie/fundingforyourgroup or can be
requested by email from lcdc@donegalcoco.ie or by phoning 087 3332193
The closing date for receipt of completed applications under this fund is 3pm on Thursday,
24th February 2022.

Donegal MD Meeting
11th January 2022
Item
1 Development
Applications
(1) Statistics

Update

Donegal MD Totals Year to End November 2021:
Applications received
453
Granted
343
Refused
17
Deferred
101
Decided in under 2 months
273
Invalid
64
Applications to End November 2021

25
Invalid

80
75
64

134

142
Decisions < 56 days

245
294
237
273

Stranorlar
Letterkenny

89

Inishowen

191
177
153
101

Deferred

Glenties

15
24
30
10
17

Refused

Donegal

195

371

Granted

368
343

430

253

560

Apps Recd

474
453
0

100

200

300

400

500

600

640

700

2 Enforcement
Donegal MD
New Cases
Closed Cases
Outstanding cases on record
since 2012
3 Notes &
Monthly
Schedule

November
8
9
173

Please note pre planning clinics during the Covid-19
restrictions are on a telephone call only basis between
09.00am and 12.30pm on the dates outlined below.
Planning Clinics Q1 2022:
12th January
26th January
9th February
23rd February
9th March
23rd March

4 Casual
Trading
5 Regeneration
Report
6 Building
Control &
Taking in
Charge
Community
Development
& Planning
Services
7 Central
Planning Unit
(1)
Letterkenny
Plan and
Local
Transport
PLan
(2) County
Development
Plan 20182024 (As
Varied)

Please see website for further dates.
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/planningclinics/
Request a date for a Members Workshop on the review of the
Casual Trading Bye-laws.
See Appendix A
No Report

A MD workshop is arranged for 12th January, 2022 at which, it
is hoped, details will be finalised to allow the Draft Plan to go
forward to the January, 2022 Plenary Council meeting for
approval of both the contents of the Draft Plan and the formal
commencement of the associated environmental procedures.
Wind Energy Policy and Proposed Variation
Following Members’ agreement on the contents of a Proposed
Variation at the November, 2021 Plenary Council meeting,
which agreed document includes significant amendments to
the submitted Proposed Variation regarding setback distances
and mapping, work on the associated Environmental Report
and Natura Impact Report is continuing with a view to having

these documents submitted to the January, 2022 Plenary
Council meeting and to proceed thereafter to public
consultation in late February/early March, 2022.
Four Year Review
Work on the next review of the County Development Plan has
already commenced, building on the outputs of the working
groups established earlier in the year and towards the formal
commencement in May, 2022. A brief report was submitted to
the November, 2021 Plenary Council meeting setting out
further details and anticipated programme. At that meeting, it
was agreed to hold the first of a series of Plenary workshops
on the project on 17th January, 2022.
Variation on Foot of Adoption of RSES
A report and associated documentation proposing to proceed
with this project was submitted to the November, 2021
Plenary Council meeting. This proposal was not agreed to by
Members. This matter will be reviewed again in Q1, 2022.

8 Conservation
Report
9 Further
Information
Click on web
links to
access
information.

No Report
• Weekly List of applications and decisions:
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/weeklyplannin
glists/
• Planning service email (to be used in correspondence with
the planning service): planning@donegalcoco.ie
• Planning Webpage:
www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/
• Planning Application Online Query – planning reference
number required:
www.donegalcdb.ie/eplan/internetenquiry/rpt_querybysurfor
recloc.asp
• File Retrieval Form – to be used for file retrieval and when
requesting planning searches:
www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/planning/pdfs/fil
eretrieval/File%20Retrieval.pdf

Appendix A

Regeneration & Development Team
Community Development & Planning Services

January (2022) Municipal District Meetings
Report to Elected Members
1.0 RURAL REGENERATION AND DEVELOPMENT FUND
(RRDF)
1.1

EXISTING APPROVED CATEGORY 1 RRDF PROJECTS (2019)

1.1.1 Killybegs 2040 – A Town Centre Regeneration Project
This project was formally launched with a Press Release on Thursday 6th May
2021 announcing that McCabe Architects have been appointed to deliver the
new €4.84m regeneration project that will see the transformation of the town
centre environment.
The Detailed Design phase is now in the final stages of completion. Members
were updated on the detailed design phase and the projected delivery
arrangements at a workshop on Thursday 9th December 2021. An information
event was also held with community stakeholders on the evening of 9th
December 2021 and with Harbour stakeholders on Tuesday 14th December
2021.
A draft tender package is now under review. It is hoped to formally open the
tender process in early 2021 ahead of a projected commencement on site in
early Q2 of 2022. The Team will continue to update and advise Members on
progress and key milestones as this project moves towards commencement on
site.
1.1.2 Burtonport and Aranmore Island – Harbour to Island Regeneration
Aranmore Island:
This project was launched on Monday 17th May 2021, with a ‘turning of the
sod’ event on Aranmore Island when the Cathaoirleach of Donegal County
Council, Cllr. Rena Donaghey and Bainisteoir of the Comharchumann Oileán
Árainn Mhór, Ms. Nóirín Ui Mhaoldomhnaigh turned the sod on the new

Shore Front Amenity Development at An Leadhb Gharbh, Oileán Árainn
Mhór.
Donegal based building contractors Joseph McMenamin & Sons (Stranorlar)
are continuing to make good progress towards completion. Members were
fully updated on project progress at a Workshop on 3rd December 2021. Once
there is greater clarity in relation to a date for completion it is proposed to both
update and consult Members in relation to the arrangements for the official
opening. Further communications will issue in this regard early in the New
Year.
Burtonport Harbour
On the 14th day of June 2021 An Bord Pleanala confirmed the Compulsory
Purchase Order authorising the compulsory acquisition of lands entitled
Donegal County Council (Burtonport Harbour Redevelopment) Compulsory
Purchase Order 2019 (Board Order ABP – 306336-20 refers). The next steps
in the process are now being progressed and both Notices to Treat and to Enter
have now been served.
Detailed design and a tender process to appoint a contractor to deliver the
redevelopment of the Harbour has also completed. A tender report in respect
of the preferred tender to deliver the Burtonport Harbour redevelopment was
submitted to the DRCD on 25th November 2021. Approval to proceed was
received from the DRCD on 15th December 2021 and arrangements are now
being made to appoint the successful contractor (McDermott & Trearty
Construction Ltd). It is intended to commence works in early in Q1 of 2022.
A full update on this project was provided to Members at the workshop on 3rd
December 2021.

1.2

EXISTING APPROVED CATEGORY 2 RRDF PROJECTS (2020)

1.2.1 Back to Ballyshannon – A transformational project to re-energise, re-imagine
and sustain the social, cultural, historical, physical and economic fabric of
Ballyshannon’s historic town centre.
Value: €247,500. (RRDF funding approved €185,625)
Update: The development of the Ballyshannon project towards a ‘shovel
ready’ Category 1 RRDF project in accordance with the emerging priorities of
the draft Ballyshannon Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan is being
advanced as a matter of priority to enable an application to the fund at the
earliest opportunity. Work is nearing completion on the preparation of a
planning scheme in respect of this project, including the undertaking by
external consultants of EIA and AA Screening determinations and an
archaeological impact assessment. The results of the screening determinations
will determine whether or not the project can proceed as a Part 8 development,
or if planning consent will be required from An Bord Pleanala. Publication of
a planning scheme in either scenario is targeted for the end of January 2022.

Prior to publication a workshop will be held to update Members of the
Municipal District and the Regeneration Team will make the necessary
arrangements directly at a Municipal District level in due course.
1.2.2 Ramelton Historic Town Centre – A Restorative & Transformational Public
Realm Scheme.
Value: €249,159 (RRDF funding approved €186,869)
Update: This project was formally launched with a Press Release on Monday
28th June 2021 announcing the appointment of a major multidisciplinary
international design practice, BDP, to deliver the Detailed Design of this
project which aims to restore and transform the historic commercial centre of
Ramelton through a suite of integrated and heritage led public realm
interventions.
The Preliminary Design phase is now complete delivering the advancement of
this project from its initial concept stage. Members received a full update on
the project and the preliminary designs at a workshop with BDP on 2nd
November 2021 and an informal public consultation process subsequently
took place between Wed 3rd November and Wed 1st December 2021. The high
level of participation from the local community was extremely positive.
Preparations for publication of a Part 8 Scheme in January/February 2022 are
now underway including for the integration of the feedback and observations
arising from the preliminary design consultation process. The detailed design
phase will then follow on completion of which the project will have been
positioned as a highly developed contract ready capital project eligible for
Category 1 capital funding application to RRDF.
1.3

THIRD CALL FOR CATEGORY 1 PROJECTS (SHOVEL READY)
UNDER THE RURAL
REGENERATION & DEVELOPMENT FUND (RRDF)

1.3.1. Ballybofey & Stranorlar
The ‘SEED’ project – A sustainable, green regeneration project to Strengthen,
Engage, Enable and Deliver transformational change in Ballybofey-Stranorlar.
This project was successfully submitted to the DRCD (RRDF) by 1st
December 2020 in partnership with BASICC. The project has a value of
€9,756,969 and funding support of €8,781,272 has been awarded from the
RRDF.
Following submission to DRCD of verification of the project costs, milestones and
delivery programme on Friday 14th May 2021, a Letter of Offer and Funding
Agreement in respect of the project has been received on 20th August 2021. These
documents have been accepted, signed and returned to DRCD. Donegal County
Council has now been invited to prepare and submit a Procurement Strategy for
approval and in order for the project to commence. Arrangements are made being in
this regard.

1.3.2. Burtonport (Harbour to Island) Regeneration
This project was successfully submitted to the DRCD (RRDF) by 1st
December 2020. The Project had an original value of €2,060,752 and funding
support of €1,854,677 was awarded from the RRDF.
Following submission to DRCD of verification of the project costs, milestones and
delivery programme on Friday 14th May 2021, a Letter of Offer and Funding
Agreement in respect of the project was received on 16th July 2021. These
documents have been accepted, signed and returned to DRCD on 30th July 2021.
Donegal County Council has now been invited to prepare and submit a Procurement
Strategy for approval and in order for the project to commence.
In addition the Council can confirm that it sought and is now in receipt of an
advanced funding award for Phase 2 of this Project in order to adjust the project
value in line with inflation and the associated rise in construction costs. This Project
now has an adjusted value of €2,295,290 with RRDF funding support in the sum of
€2,065, 761. A formal letter of offer in respect of this revised award was received on
27th October 2021.

1.3.3. Carndonagh Tús Nua Regeneration Project
This project was successfully submitted to the DRCD (RRDF) by 1st
December 2020 in partnership with Spraoi agus Spórt. The Tús Nua project
has a value of €9,542,852 and funding support of €8,218,982 has been
awarded from the RRDF.
Following submission to DRCD of verification of the project costs, milestones and
delivery programme on Friday 14th May 2021, a Letter of Offer and Funding
Agreement in respect of the project was received on 23rd July 2021. These
documents have been accepted, signed and returned to DRCD on 30th July 2021.
Donegal County Council has now been invited to prepare and submit a Procurement
Strategy for approval and in order for the project to commence. Arrangements are
made being in this regard.

1.4

THIRD CALL FOR CATEGORY 2 PROJECTS UNDER THE RURAL
REGENERATION & DEVELOPMENT FUND (RRDF)
The Regeneration Team developed and submitted a Category 2 application for
the Tier 2A Strategic Town of Buncrana under this call entitled ‘Repowering
Buncrana.’
Specifically under this Category 2 application, RRDF support is sought to
procure Architect Led Full Integrated Design Team for the preliminary design,
planning scheme design and detailed design of the ‘Repowering Buncrana’

regeneration project described below together with support to acquire the former
Garda Barracks, St Oran’s Road and other limited acquisition of land to cater for
necessary enabling works. This category 2 application, if successful, will enable
the advancement of the final project to a shovel-ready status resulting in a
further future Category 1 capital project application.
The ‘Repowering Buncrana’ regeneration project envisages a series of measures
that will work in an integrated way to strengthen the shore front, enhance
walking and cycling, provide quality shore front amenities, integrate art and
biodiversity into the urban landscape and critically work to counter the
disconnect between Main Street and the shore front. In addition, reuse of a
vacant town centre building (Former Garda Barracks) and creation of circa 100
jobs will bring much needed employment opportunities to Buncrana as well as
increasing the number of people in the town centre resulting in many spin offs
for business. The suite of integrated interventions proposed to be brought
through design processes at Category 2 stage inlcude:
1. A new iconic pedestrian bridge over the Mill River connecting the NW
Greenway Project and Amazing Grace Park to a transformed harbour/pier
environment,
2. The creation of a high performance promenade and Shore Front Green
including enhanced walkways, beach access, public realm & festival gathering
space and development of a new bespoke public/civic shore green users
building,
3. Enhanced connection between the new Shore Front Green environment and
the Main Street and commercial core of the town with targeted public realm
improvements,
4. Enhanced Shore Front walkway and promenade along the Fishing Green, with
dramatic re-imaging of the Amazing Grace viewing point,
5. Onwards connection of the promenade to Swan Park, Buncrana Castle and
Cockhill Road, and
6. The repurposing and extension of a vacant heritage building to create bespoke
office accommodation.
The overall value of this Category 2 project (Design services and acquisition)
is €1,355,865 inclusive of match funding commitment of €271,173 (20%). An
announcement in relation to successful applications is anticipated to be made
by the Minister for Rural and Community Development shortly.
1.5

FOURTH CALL FOR CATEGORY 1 PROJECTS (SHOVEL READY)
UNDER THE RURAL
REGENERATION & DEVELOPMENT FUND (RRDF)
On 17th December 2021 the Minister for Rural and Community Development,
Heather Humphreys TD announced the fourth call for Category 1 applications
to the €1 Billion Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF).

Projects that will be funded under Category 1 are those that have full planning and
other consents in place and are ready to commence at the date of application.
Again the Fund is seeking to support large-scale, ambitious projects and in this
regard applications of scale are sought, with a minimum funding request of
€500,000. Applications to the Fund must be led by a State-funded body - Local
Authorities, Local Development Companies, State agencies, commercial State bodies
etc. - but collaboration between parties, including with communities, is strongly
encouraged.
The closing date for the receipt of proposals is 12 noon on Friday 29th April 2022.
The Regeneration & Development Team will now evaluate the opportunities to bring
forward applications to this call. This will include a particular focus on the
progression of the Category 2 regeneration projects in Ballyshannon and Ramelton
(as described at Point 1.2.1 and 1.2.2. above) towards shovel ready status and in
relation to the 29th April deadline. In both cases this will be largely determined by
the progression of the associated planning consent processes.

1.6 REGENERATION STRATEGIES & PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
WORK
The Regeneration & Development Team had undertaken with Members to
progress Regeneration Strategies in a number of Tier 2 Strategic Towns as a
part of our work programme. This work has been progressing through in house
resources and capacities together with consultancy services. An update on this
area of the work programme is provided hereinunder:
1.6.1 Ramelton Action Plan
The Ramelton Action Plan was formally launched on 3rd July 2020.
The Plan can be viewed at the following link:
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/planning/pdfs/rameltonacti
onplan/Ramelton%20Action%20Plan.pdf
1.6.2 Killybegs Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan
The Killybegs Regeneration Strategy was formally launched on 6th July 2021
and is available at https://bit.ly/KillybegsRegStrat. It has also been
circulated across Donegal County Council Directorates and to key
stakeholders.
The Strategy was commissioned by the Killybegs Regeneration Group in
conjunction with Donegal County Council and was funded by BIM, FLAG
with match funding by Donegal County Council. Its delivery was led by
Pasparakis Friel Architects with the support and input of the Council’s
Community Development Section and the Regeneration and Development
Team.

1.6.3 Ballybofey-Stranorlar Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan
The Draft Regeneration Strategy was made available from Tuesday 15th June
2021 for public consultation, closing initially on Tuesday 13th July 2021.
Having regard to the restrictions arising from the Covid-19 pandemic and
resultant limitation on holding of events/ gatherings, the consultation period
was extended to 29th July 2021. The extension was accompanied by a further
concerted effort, assisted by Community Development to encourage public
participation in the project including circulation of posters to circa 20
businesses in the towns together with a substantial social media presence and
article in the Donegal News.
A total of 13 submissions from members of the public were received together
with 5 internal DCC/ statutory body submissions. A short report on the
submissions is being prepared including identification of potential appropriate
amendments to the draft. Once complete the next step is to bring the outputs of
consultation to a workshop in January 2022 with BASICC as ongoing partners
in the Ballybofey-Stranorlar regeneration programme. Following a workshop
with BASICC, the report shall be considered at a workshop of StranorlarLifford MD, to seek Members endorsement of the Strategy. Subject to
Members endorsement, arrangements will be made for final publication,
launch and circulation across Donegal County Council Directorates and
statutory bodies and community organizations.

1.6.4 Ballyshannon Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan
The Draft Ballyshannon Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan was made
available for public consultation from Tuesday 20th July until Wednesday 1st
September. Unfortunately due to technical difficulties outside their control
GM Designs were unable to receive submissions to the project email address
between 25/08/2021 and 01/09/2021. Accordingly a further submissions
period was afforded from 21/09/2021 to 24/09/2021. A total of 56 no.
submissions from members of the public were received together with 6
internal DCC/statutory body submissions.
All information and feedback received has been collated, analysed and
integrated into the final Regeneration Strategy and Action Plan for
Ballyshannon Town Centre, which is now complete. A short report on the
submissions has been completed and shall be considered at a workshop of
Donegal MD, targeted for the end of January 2022, to seek Members
endorsement of the final Strategy and Action Plan. Subject to Members
endorsement, arrangements will then be made for final publication, launch and
circulation across Donegal County Council Directorates and statutory bodies
and community organisations.

1.6.5 An Clochán Liath (Dungloe) Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan

Stage 1 of the project was completed in May 2021 following the submission of
the Final Stage 1 Report entitled ‘an Clochán Liath (Dungloe) Town Centre
Baseline Profile’ to the Regeneration and Development Team and presentation
to the Elected Members of the Glenties MD at a workshop on 18th May 2021.
A provisional draft of the an Clochán Liath (Dungloe) Regeneration Strategy
and Action Plan & Masterplan (Stage 2) was completed in November 2021
and was then presented to Members of the Glenties MD at the workshop on 3rd
December 2021. It is anticipated that the Draft Regeneration Strategy &
Action Plan will be published for a period of public consultation in February
2022 and arrangements to launch this consultation period will now be made
and confirmed in due course.
1.6.6

Rathmullan RRDF Project Development work
The tender to procure fully integrated design team services to advance this
project through consultation and Part VIII planning opened on eTenders on
Friday 16th April 2021 and closed on 31st May 2021. Robin Lee Architecture
were the successful tenderer and a Letter of Acceptance issued on 15th
October 2021. This project was formally launched with Elected Member
attendance at a photoshoot on 2nd November 2021 and Members were given a
full update on the scope of the project, the arrangements and timeline for
delivery at a workshop on the same date.
Work on preliminary designs for the project is advancing, and targeted
stakeholder group consultations took place in December 2021. This primarily
included key internal Council services, external statutory bodies and a crosssection of community interests in Rathmullan identified by ‘The Way
Forward’ group. Work continues towards the objective of publishing a
planning scheme for the project at the earliest opportunity in 2022.

2.0 URBAN REGENERATION AND DEVELOPMENT FUND
(URDF)
2.1

Successful application to the Urban Regeneration & Development Fund
(May 2020)
On Friday 12th March 2021 Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage, Darragh O’Brien TD announced that €13.6m has been awarded
under the Urban Regeneration & Development Fund (URDF) for the URDF
application Letterkenny 2040 (Phase 1) ‘Re-energise and Connect the Historic
Town Centre’. This application was submitted on 28th May 2020 and is
supported by match funding committed by the Council in the sum of €4.5m.
Specifically this new investment will help to advance five projects to varying
stages of development with a focus on the transition of the historic town centre
to a vibrant, accessible and livable place.

The projects relate to priority areas for regeneration and development
including:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

The further enhancement of the Cathedral Quarter
The re-purposing of the Courthouse
Strategic land assembly towards:
Regeneration of Lower Main Street
Advancement of a Regional Transport Hub
Enhancement of ‘LK Green Connect,’ walking, cycling and parkland
infrastructure.

Following early engagement with the DHLGH in respect of funding
drawdown arrangements and due diligence on funding approval conditions, a
Preliminary Approval Letter was received on 25th August 2021. This included
a requirement to complete and provide ‘Project Financial Tables’, identifying
milestones and any potential risks together with associated funding plans and
expenditure/grant drawdown profiles. In addition, DHLGH also recommended
review and update where necessary of previously submitted indicative
estimates of project costs to ensure that same adequately reflect the present
estimated holistic total cost for the approved proposal over its whole lifecycle.
This work was completed and returned to DHLGH on Friday 17th September
2021.
Following receipt of ‘Project Financial Tables’, a Project Action Planning
Meeting has been arranged with DHLGH on 12th November 2021 to discuss
implementation of the above successful URDF Call 2 concept proposal
alongside progress on delivery of the URDF Call 1 successful projects. The
next step following the Project Action Planning Meeting will involve the
preparation and submission by Donegal County Council of a Preliminary
Business Case in accordance with the Public Spending Code.
A workshop of Letterkenny-Milford MD took place on the 24th November
2021 at which Members were updated in relation to the further development of
the 5 sub-projects.
2.2

Existing approved URDF project in Letterkenny (application submitted
2018; final approval to proceed received September 2019)
This first application secured €1.9m in URDF monies, match funded by
€600,000 for three sub-projects, the detail and progress of which is set out
below:
(i)

Preparation of a Regeneration Strategy for Letterkenny Town
Centre.

The process to prepare Letterkenny 2040 Regeneration Strategy commenced
on 14th January 2021 by means of a workshop with Letterkenny-Milford MD
facilitated by the lead consultant for the project, The Paul Hogarth Company.

The MD workshop was followed by launch of the first phase of public
engagement on 8th February 2021 until 7th March 2021.
Following the close of the 1st phase of consultation, a number of steps/
workshops have been progressed as follows:
▪
▪
▪

The consultancy team analysed the findings of the 1st phase of
consultation and presented these at a workshop of Letterkenny-Milford
MD on Tuesday 30th March 2021.
A workshop of Letterkenny-Milford MD was held on 25th May 2021 in
order to update Members further on the project and focused discussion
around a Regional Transport Hub was specifically facilitated.
A town centre walk-around with Letterkenny-Milford MD took place
on 17th June 2021 during which the sub-projects approved URDF
funding in principle as regards concepts were visited and the wider
Regeneration Strategy was discussed. A workshop of LetterkennyMilford MD was held on 8th July 2021 during which The Paul Hogarth
Company presented emerging components of the draft masterplan to
the Members and at which there was consensus to proceed to work up
the emerging components in more detail in order to work towards
appropriate material for public consultation in September/ October
2021.

During the month of August, the consultancy team continued to develop the
emerging components of the draft masterplan in more detail. Members
considered the Draft Masterplan at two consecutive workshops on 4th October
2021 and 21st October 2021 during which there was consensus to endorse the
Draft Masterplan to be published for a period of public consultation.
Public consultation subsequently took place between Thursday 11th and
Thursday 9th December 2021. The process was a significant success which
considerable feedback, comments and submissions received. These will now
be taken into consideration in the further development of the Strategy and
arrangements will be made to update Members in due course.
(ii)

Acquisition of key town centre regeneration site.

Work to progress interests in the key regeneration site approved by DoHLG
for acquisition continues with intent. The Donegal County Council
(Letterkenny Strategic Urban Regeneration Site) CPO 2021 was published on
4th November 2021. It was subsequently submitted to An Bord Pleanala for
confirmation on 8th November 2021. The period for the making of objections
to the CPO expired on 20th December 2021. A further update will be provided
to Members once the next steps in the process are confirmed by An Bord.
Alongside acquisition and as outlined during the recent walk- around of
Letterkenny, the Paul Hogarth Company, under the auspices of the
Letterkenny 2040 project undertook and completed site specific
masterplanning of Council interests in the key town centre regeneration site in

relation to its capacity, potential layout and form for a mixed use development
in line with the terms of the URDF support secured for acquisition of the site.
This work informed the subsequent preparation of Part VIII proposals and will
support the process for acquisition. Members of Letterkenny- Milford MD
received a detailed briefing on the site specific masterplan at their MD
workshop on 21st October 2021.
Proposed Part 8 development - ‘Letterkenny 2040 Strategic Urban
Regeneration Site – Phase 1’:
On Thursday 16th December 2021 the Council in partnership with the Donegal
2040 Strategic
Designated Activity Company (DAC) published a Part 8 planning scheme for
the Strategic Urban
Regeneration Site. The Nature and extent of the proposed development is as
follows:
•

•

•

•

•

•

Demolition of the former ESB retail & office premises and existing shed(s)
to the rear of same together with general site clearance and boundary
treatment;
Construction of a new 7 storey Business, Enterprise and Innovation
(Alpha) building providing flexible accommodation solutions including
Office and Research & Development (“R&D”) facilities and having a floor
area of approx. 1,625sq.m (17,500sq.ft);
Construction of a new 8 storey Business, Enterprise and Innovation (Beta)
building with flexible accommodation solutions including Office and R&D
facilities and having a floor area of approx. 4,000sq.m (43,000sq.ft);
Construction of an associated public realm and controlled access
arrangements inclusive of: a central civic space; pedestrian, cycle,
accessibility and mobility infrastructure; landscaping; disabled and age
friendly courtesy parking and emergency/service vehicle entry and egress,
All associated ancillary works to include site drainage, connection to
public water supply and other services, landscaping, development related
signage & public art, connection & discharge to the public sewerage
network.
A schedule of proposed uses for the Alpha & Beta buildings

The plans and particulars of the proposed development will be available for
inspection online at www.donegalcoco.ie or for inspection at the Council’s offices
below and purchase (at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy) by
prior appointment only (for Covid reasons) at:
Location

Address

Telephone/email

Opening
Hours

The Planning
Department,
Donegal
County
Council

County
House,
Lifford, Co.
Donegal,
F93 Y622

Letterkenny
Public
Services
Centre

Neil T.
Blaney Rd,
Letterkenny,
Co. Donegal,
F92 TNY3

Tel: 0749153900
Email: planning@donegalcoco.ie

Tel: 0749153900
Email:
planning@donegalcoco.ie

9:00am –
12.30pm and
1.00pm –
5.00pm from
Monday to
Thursday, and
9:00am –
12.30pm and
1.00pm –
4.30pm on
Fridays

The said plans and particulars will be available for inspection as above from
Thursday 16th December 2021 until Monday 24th January 2022 (both dates
inclusive). Submissions and observations with respect to the proposed
development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of
the area in which the development is situated may be made in writing to The
Co. Secretariat, Donegal County Council, Lifford, County Donegal, before
5:00pm on Tuesday 8th February 2022.
(iii)

Public realm in the area of the Public Services Centre and Joe
Bonnar Rd

Detailed design of the public realm approved has been carried out using inhouse architectural resources and is now complete. Documentation outlining
the detailed design has been circulated previously to Members for information
and Members were most recently updated at the MD workshop on 2nd
November 2021. Procurement in respect of Construction Contractor is
ongoing with 5 tender submissions received. The current stage in the
procurement process is that the preferred tenderer has been identified and a
Tender Report has been submitted to the URDF seeking approval to proceed
to appointment. The tender report was submitted on 25th November 2021 and a
reminder was sent on 21st December 2021. A response is still outstanding at
this time. On receipt of approval, the Council will proceed to appoint the
successful contractor and the project can proceed to site. It is hoped that this
will progress early in Q1 of 2022.

Regeneration & Development Team
January 2022.

Donegal Municipal District - 11th January 2022 Motions
Agenda Item No.4

Office Ref:DLMD-2022-01001

Submitted By: Cllr. Michael McMahon
Assigned To:

Roads and Transportation

Motion

"That this MD take a serious look at the junction at Cavan Garden Cross Roads on the
Ballyshannon/Donegal road."

Signed Off By:

MARK SWEENEY

Response:

DCC and the TII through the National Roads Office (NRO), have in the past installed multiple safety
actions following previous incidents at this junction. In 2015 the Council had also secured low cost safety
funding to carry out road widening works on the Cashelard road near the junction but agreement could
not be reached with the adjacent landowner to acquire the lands necessary to facilitate the works and
therefore the works could not be progressed at that time. This matter will be raised again with the
Council’s Road Design Office and the TII through the NRO to see if the process can be advanced to
provide appropriate design solution for this junction.

Agenda Item No.5

Office Ref:DLMD-2022-01002

Submitted By: Cllr. Barry Sweeny
Assigned To:

Roads and Transportation

Motion

"That Donegal MD requests TII approval to progress assessment and design of a significant safety
scheme at the Cashelard Crossroads at Cavangarden and that immediate interim safety improvements
be put in place to help avoid further collisions and possible loss of life. Numerous accidents including two
recent serious collisions highlights the urgency of immediate action at this location. "

Signed Off By:

MARK SWEENEY

Response:

DCC and the TII through the National Roads Office (NRO), have in the past installed multiple safety
actions following previous incidents at this junction. In 2015 the Council had also secured low cost safety
funding to carry out road widening works on the Cashelard road near the junction but agreement could
not be reached with the adjacent landowner to acquire the lands necessary to facilitate the works and
therefore the works could not be progressed at that time. This matter will be raised again with the
Council’s Road Design Office and the TII through the NRO to see if the process can be advanced to
provide appropriate design solution for this junction. In addition the Area Roads office will also liaise with
the Road Design office to see if there are further interim safety measures can be identified at this
location.

Donegal Municipal District - 11th January 2022 Questions
Agenda Item No.6

Office Ref:DLMD-2022-01003

Submitted By: Cllr. Barry Sweeny
Assigned To:

Roads and Transportation

Question

"Can some of the recent TII 2022 allocation to Donegal County Council be used for interim safety
measures at the Cavangarden Junction? (eg. Flashing speed limit signage or improved feeder lane to
alight onto N15) "

Signed Off By:

MARK SWEENEY

Response:

The Area Roads office will also liaise with the Road Design office to see if there are further interim
safety measures can be identified at this location.

Agenda Item No.7

Office Ref:DLMD-2022-01004

Submitted By: Cllr. Barry Sweeny
Assigned To:

Roads and Transportation

Question

"Can a bus shelter be installed at the Cavangarden junction in the interest of school children’s health and
safety and to reduce amount/length of time of parked cars during drop-off times whilst fitting into the
overall road safety at this location? "

Signed Off By:

MARK SWEENEY

Response:

This request will be referred to the Council’s Road Design office and to the TII to consider as part of a
permanent design solution for this junction.

