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Oifig Riarthóir na gCruinnithe,
Aras an Chontae,
Leifear.
5ú Deireadh Fómhair, 2021

Fógra Cruinnithe
Beidh Cruinniú de Ceantar Bardais Dún na nGall ar siúl De Máirt 12ú Deireadh Fómhair, 2021, ag
11.30 r.n. in Ionad Serbhísí Pobail, Bhaile Dhún na nGall.
DO GACH BHALL DEN CEANTAR BARDAS DÚN NA nGALL
A Chara,
larrtar ort bheith i lathair ag an gcruinniú seo Ceantar Bardais Dún na nGall. Tá Clar an Cruinnithe le
seo.
Mise, Ie meas

Padraig O’Sirin
Riarthóir Cruinnithe
***********************************************************************************************************************
Municipal District of Donegal
Office of Meetings Administrator,
County House,
Lifford.
5th October, 2021
NOTICE OF MEETING
The next Meeting of the Municipal District of Donegal will be held on Tuesday 12th October, 2021, at
11.30 a.m. in the Donegal Public Services Centre.
TO EACH MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL
Dear Councillor,
You are summoned to attend this meeting of the Municipal District of Donegal. The Agenda is attached.
Yours sincerely,
Pauric Sheerin
Meetings Administrator
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AGENDA
1. Consideration of Minutes of the Municipal District of Donegal held on the 14th
September 2021.
2. Consideration of Minutes of the Economic Development Workshop held on the 14th
September 2021.

3. Update Reports from Council Services:
3.1

Housing & Corporate Services

3.2

Roads / Transportation

3.3

Economic Development, Information Systems and Emergency Services

3.4

Environment Services

3.5

Community Development

3.6

Planning Services

4. Date of Next Meeting(s) / Workshop(s)
- MD Budget Meeting at 10.00 am on Tuesday the 26th October 2021
- Housing Workshop at 11.30 am on Tuesday the 26th October 2021
- MD Meeting at 11.30 am on Tuesday the 14th December 2021 (as per standing
orders)
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Minutes of Meeting of Municipal District of Donegal on 14th September 2021
MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF
DONEGAL HELD AT 11.30 AM ON TUESDAY THE 14TH SEPTEMBER 2021
MDD/140/21 MEMBERS PRESENT
Cllr Barry Sweeny, Cathaoirleach
Cllr Michéal Naughton
Cllr Noel Jordan
Cllr Niamh Kennedy
Cllr Tom Conaghan
Cllr Michael McMahon
MDD/141/21 OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE
Mr. Garry Martin, Director Designate, Municipal District of Donegal
Mr. Pauric Sheerin, Area Manager, Municipal District of Donegal
Mr. Mark Sweeney, A/Area Manager, Roads/Transportation
Ms. Aideen Quinn, A/Executive Planner, Planning
Mr. Paddy Doherty, Divisional Manager, Community Development
Mr. Barney McLaughlin, Administrative Officer, Tourism Unit
Mr. Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer, Environment Section
Mr. Enda Monaghan, Senior Staff Officer, Housing & Corporate
Services
Ms. Caroline Britton, A/Staff Officer, Housing & Corporate Services
MDD/142/21 WELCOME & GOOD WISHES
The Cathaoirleach welcomed the return of the Municipal District
meetings to the Peter Kennedy Chamber and acknowledged the
work carried to extend the capacity of the room. On behalf of the
Municipal District, good wishes were extended to Mr Joe Peoples on
his recently announced retirement.
Good wishes were also
extended to the Tyrone County Team who win the All-Ireland GAA
Championships at the weekend.
MDD/143/21 COVID PROTOCOLS & STANDING ORDERS
Attendees were reminded of the COVID protocols in place and the
Cathaoirleach referred to Standing Order No. 64 which stipulates
that recording of the meeting is prohibited.
MDD/144/21 VOTES OF SYMPATHY
A vote of sympathy was passed in respect of the following recent
death:The late Edith Browne, Drumcliffe, Donegal Town, mother of our
former colleague Geoffrey Browne, Information Systems.
The late Danny Roper, Ballyshannon, retired colleague, Roads MD
Donegal.
The late Cllr Bernard McGuinness, Culdaff.
The late Delia Ward, Cloghan, mother to Deirdre (Finance) and Liam
(Community Development & Planning)
The late Terry O’Gorman, Bundoran
The late Kathleen O’Gorman, Bundoran
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The late Patrick Feeney, Bundoran
The late Sharon Devine (née Prendergast), Bundoran
The late Edward O’Donnell, Ballyshannon
The late Mary Campbell, Inver
MDD/145/21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL HELD ON 13TH JULY 2021
On the proposal of Cllr Naughton, seconded by Cllr Conaghan the
Minutes of the Meeting of the Municipal District of Donegal held on
the 13th July 2021 were confirmed.
MDD/146/21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE WORKSHOP OF THE
MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL HELD ON 13TH JULY 2021
Subject to the following amendment under:Section 2. Feedback on the Draft Strategy & Action Plan –
amend the sentence ‘He noted there was no huge mention of the
industrial site area at (“Market Yard” – delete) (replace with
“Heatons”).
On the proposal of Cllr Kennedy, seconded by Cllr Jordan, the
Minutes of the Meeting of the Municipal District of Donegal held on
the 13th July 2021 were confirmed.
MDD/147/21 HOUSING & CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT
CORPORATE SERVICES
Staffing Changes
Mr P Sheerin also wished to be associated with the good wishes
extended to Mr Joe Peoples and wished Mr Peoples a long and
healthy retirement. Mr Sheerin confirmed to Members that Mr Patsy
Lafferty has been appointed as Acting Director of Service until a
permanent appointment has been sanctioned. Good wishes were
also extended to Mr Lafferty on his new appointment.
Offices Reopening
Mr Sheerin informed the Members that it is envisaged the Public
Service Centres will reopen to members of the public on Monday the
20th September 2021. In advance of the reopening, a press release
will be issued and a copy of same will be shared with the Members.
Mr Sheerin thanked members of the Facilities Team, namely Mr
Peadar Espey, Mr Emmett McCabe and Mr Paul Timoney for the
works carried out to the Chamber to allow for the recommencement
of the Municipal District meetings in person.
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HOUSING SERVICES
Progress reports on Casual Vacancies, Grants, Loans, Tenant
Purchase Scheme 2016, Housing Capital, Approved Housing
Bodies Development, Housing Assistance Payments/Private
Rented Inspections, Housing Need and Lease & Repair Scheme
Members noted the update reports. Mr Sheerin referred to the
recently published Housing For All Plan and advised that the Local
Authority is currently awaiting the release of relevant Circulars to
provide the finer details for the operation of the new schemes. Mr
Sheerin briefed Members in relation to Casual Vacancies noting that
work is progressing well on a number of Casual Vacancies and it is
expected offers will be made towards the end of September or early
October. An additional 10 houses at Brookfield will also be due for
allocation shortly; these houses comprise of 8 x 3 bed and 2 x 2
bed. In terms of Railway Park’s Group Home, the HSE and Oaklee
are working collaboratively to agree the tenancy nominations for the
8 units. The tenders have been returned for Phase III of the Railway
Park development and the tender documents for Bundoran Phase 1
are being prepared. The purchase of land at Killybegs is at an
advanced stage and it is expected to be closed shortly. This land
has the potential to facilitate between 12 to 16 social housing units.
The Housing Office is currently offering for sale 2 no properties and
a land parcel with a closing date of the 24th September 2021.
A number of comments / queries were dealt with as follows;An Post
Cllr Kennedy highlighted the significant delay customers are
experiencing with the delivery of on-line purchased goods.
Customers can track their parcels, however, when they arrive in this
country there are delays at the point of entry and on some occasions
the goods are returned to the sender without the customer receiving
notification. Cllr Kennedy asked that this Municipal District write to
An Post to highlight these issues.
Housing For All Plan
The Members welcomed the Housing For All Plan and noted the
ambitious targets. Mr Sheerin agreed to update Members, as
details for the various schemes were notified through circulars.
Tenant Purchase Scheme
Cllr Kennedy queried if the Housing For All Plan contained an
amendment to the Tenant Purchase Scheme.
Cllr Kennedy
highlighted the difficulties experienced by tenants who wished to
purchase their social house but do not fulfil the employment criteria
despite having the funding available to make the purchase. In
response, Mr Sheerin acknowledged the Tenant Purchase Scheme
required an annual income of €15,000 with 50% derived from
3
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employment. The rationale for this criteria is to ensure the applicant
has the means to maintain the property going forward. Mr Sheerin
agreed to forward to Members any new details received regarding
the Tenant Purchase Scheme.
Repair & Leasing Scheme
Cllr Kennedy referred to the Repair & Leasing Scheme update table
provided in the Housing Report and noted that the current scheme is
not fit for purpose. Mr Sheerin noted the challenges of the Scheme
and referred to the increase in funding from €40,000 to €60,000,
however, applications received must meet the Department’s
guidelines and this can prove difficult in terms of among other things
ownership and off street parking.
Group Homes
Cllr Jordan welcomed the opening of the Railway Park Group Home
and queried if additional facilities similar to this Scheme can be
included in future housing developments. Cllr Jordan is aware of
elderly parents of children with special needs who are concerned
how the future needs of their children will be met. In response Mr
Sheerin informed Members that the new Disability Strategy is due to
be published shortly and this model is contained within the Strategy.
The Housing Office works closely with the Intellectual Disability
Service to ensure eligible service users are identified in a timely
manner.
Social Care Services
Cllr McMahon acknowledged the support received by the Council in
assisting vulnerable tenants and queried the HSE role in providing
services for individuals who require assistance to remain in their
homes.
Mr Sheerin submitted that these cases are similar to
Homeless cases whereby there are a number of complexities
involved; the Housing Office can provide support in terms of
maintenance and the HSE as part of an inter-agency approach can
introduce other supports.
EERW Works
Cllr McMahon sought an update on the replacement of windows and
doors under the EERW Works Scheme and noted the lack of
contractors and the escalating construction costs. In response Mr
Sheerin advised that there is ongoing with correspondence with the
Department regarding additional funding for windows and doors,
however, the Department are focusing on the allocation of deep
retrofitting funding to a specific number of houses on an annual
basis. It is noted there is currently no funding mechanism in place
for the replacement of windows and doors unless the Members
decide on a funding mechanism at the Budget meeting. Mr Sheerin
further advised that the Housing Office has a panel of contractors
who are progressing well with the work programme.
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Drumholme Heritage Society
Cllr Sweeny, Cllr Naughton and Cllr Conaghan expressed their
disappointment that the Drumholme area was not referred to in the
Colm Chille education booklet that is due to be launched in a
number of schools throughout Donegal. As the Council had
provided funding for this book under the Colm Colmcille 1500
Project, Cllr Naughton suggested the book launch should be paused
and the on-line version edited to include the reference to the
Drumholme area. Mr Sheerin agreed to forward the Members
comments to the Divisional Manager of the Cultural Service, for
response and follow up.
MDD/148/21 ROADS / TRANSPORTATION SERVICES REPORT
2021 Roadworks Programme Status Report
Members noted the update report on the 2021 Road Works
Programme circulated with the Agenda as presented in detail by Mr
M Sweeney.
Follow up Issues from previous meeting
Mr Sweeney provided an update on the follow up issues from the
previous meeting as circulated by e-mail dealing with the following:Hedge/Verge Cutting
Hedge cutting and verge cutting on roads is prioritised as follows:
1. National Primary
2. National Secondary
3. Regional
4. Busier local roads and dangerous junctions
The Council do not have the resources available to cut hedges on all
roads and pointed out that owners and occupiers of land are obliged
under the Roads Act 1993, to take all reasonable steps to ensure
that a tree, shrub, hedge or other vegetation on the land is not a
hazard or potential hazard to persons using a public road and it
does not obstruct or interfere with the safe use of a public road or
the maintenance of a public road.
Progress on Cunninghams Junction, Killybegs
Funding has been secured to allow the appointment of an
appropriate consultant to develop a traffic / pedestrian management
model with emphasis on reduced vehicular movements and
increased pedestrian/ cycling. The Council await final Urban Mobility
guidance documents from the NTA to allow the appointment and
assessment of Killybegs.
Flooding at Clyhore Ballyshannon
As advised previously, it is intended that funding is to be sought
under the 2022 Climate Adaptation fund or Geo App funding.
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Review request for a portion of the Behy Road to be resurfaced
This matter was referred to the Area Engineer and repairs are been
carried out.
Review if Parking can be facilitated at Field owned by DCC near
Tullan Strand, Bundoran
This request has been referred to the Community & Enterprise
Office who are responsible for this area.
Review request to purchase a trailer for grass cuttings in
Bundoran.
This matter is being considered.
Request TII/NRO to publish reasons for Right Hand Turn Off
markings being burned off National Roads
Road Design has advised that the double arrow arrangement is no
longer in accordance with Chapter 7 of the Traffic Signs Manual,
with Section 7.5.16 being very clear on this (see below). As such it
is likely that when it comes to the renewal of the lining of junctions
the use of the double arrow arrangement will not be re-applied.

In light of the specific issue raised at the Tullyleague Junction off the
N15, the Road Safety Engineer has been asked to review the
junction and advise if any additional safety measures can be
introduced.
Request update on Laghey Junction for Members
The NRO Office is happy to facilitate a Workshop to brief the
Members on the current status of the review of the Laghey Junction
on the N15.
Check flooding issue at Doobally and revert to Members
The Area Roads Office has addressed this issue in advance of the
surfacing works.
Repairs to stone Bridge at East Port, Ballyshannon.
It is hoped that funding becomes available to allow the repair works
to be commenced later in the year.
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Check lining in Rossnowlagh Area with Area Engineer and
update Members
The Area Engineer is considering alternatives, as the locations
where the lining is planned are regularly covered in sand.
Motion regarding funding for the Port Pier, Inver
The details of the motion were forwarded on to the Piers & Harbour
Section on the 05th August 2020 for follow up.
In addition to the Roads Report circulated, Mr Sweeney informed
Members that:
3 Year Road Improvement Programme
A 3 year RI Programme has to be submitted to the Department by
mid October. The Area office are currently compiling this programme
and when completed require a Workshop with the Members to agree
same before final submission to the Department. The Members
agreed to facilitate the Workshop on Tuesday the 5 th October 2021
at 12 noon.
Community Involvement Schemes (CIS)
Once the Community Involvement Scheme is announced next year
the Area Roads Office will revert to the Members with a view to
prioritising a list of projects.
School Flashing Lights – Magh Ene Collage Bundoran
Arrangements are being put in place to erect School flashing lights
on the R280 either side of the entrance to Magh Ene Collage in
Bundoran following complaints about speeding on this road which
lies within the 50kph zone.
The following comments were made:School Flashing Lights
Cllr McMahon and Cllr Sweeny queried if the flashing lights erected
on the Main Street of Bundoran would remain in-situ. Mr Sweeney
advised that new school flashing lights are being erected on the
R280 either side of the entrance to Magh Ene College and that the
existing school flashing lights on the R263 that are erected in
advance of the pedestrian crossing will remain in place.
Fintra Bridge Update Status
Cllr Kennedy sought an update on the status on the Fintra Bridge
Project. Mr Sweeney advised that the compulsory purchase order
(CPO) is scheduled to be published in the coming weeks when
clarification of land ownership is obtained from all the affected
landowners. Members were also advised that the Road Design
Office have been working with affected landowners in advance of
the CPO being published to try to address any concerns or issues
they had.
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Damaged Wall at Killaghtee as a result of the road resurfacing
works
In response to a query from Cllr Kennedy regarding the repairs to
the wall at Killaghtee, Mr Sweeney submitted that the remedial
works will be carried by the end of November; if not completed by
this date, retention monies can be retained.
Funding Allocations
Cllr Naughton welcomed additional funding received for the Old Golf
Course Road and €45,000 for St Francis National School. Cllr
Naughton confirmed he has spoken to Minister McConalogue with a
view to obtaining additional funding for improvement works to the
Pettigo Road.
Mr Sweeney informed the Members the Old Golf Course Road
funding had been obtained under the Active Travel Measure
programme and a consultant has been appointed to consider the
provision of new footpaths. It was noted that these proposed works
may have an impact on a number of properties.
Mr Sweeney further informed the Members the funding for St
Francis National School was obtained under the CLÁR programme
and the Executive Engineer is currently liaising with the Principal of
the school.
LIS
Cllr Naughton sought an up to date list of LIS applications and
queried aspects of the eligibility criteria. In response to same, Mr
Sweeney agreed to forward an up to date list and informed
Members that for any LIS scheme to be eligible the private road
must serve a minimum of two separate landowners that are actively
engaged in agricultural activity. Information such as herd numbers
and a map detailing the extent of land ownership along the road and
the position of field gates into these properties is necessary in
determining if the scheme meets the minimum qualifying criteria..
Gritting Programme
Cllr Naughton welcomed the inclusion of the Old Laghey Road and
the Ballintra to Laghey road on the 2021 Winter Gritting Programme.
Cllr Sweeny expressed his disappointment that the Cashelard road
was not included in the programme. Mr Sweeney advised that it was
not possible to include all the roads selected in the Gritting
Programme and agreed to follow up with Roads Central on the
reasons why the Cashelard section was not included.
Active Travel Measures
In response to a request from Cllr Jordan regarding the appointment
of the Consultants for the design works associated with the provision
of a new greenway along the Shore Road in Mountcharles, Mr
Sweeney advised that Department approval was required prior to
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the appointment of the Consultants and as same has now been
received it is envisaged surveys will commence shortly.
Lennox Bridge
Cllr McMahon welcomed the works to the Lennox Bridge and
queried the level of support provided by Leitrim County Council. Mr
Sweeney informed the Members that both Councils are carrying out
low cost safety works on either side of the bridge this year. He also
advised that Leitrim County Council is a lead authority on an
application to the Department for Specific Grant Funding for a larger
scheme which he understood to involve a new bridge and road
alignment.
Parking at Tullan Strand
Cllr McMahon highlighted the traffic congestion during the busy
summer months at Tullan Strand and noted that the field belonging
to the Council, should be utilised for among other things car parking
purposes. Mr Sweeney submitted that this query has been passed
to the relevant section.
Flooding Issue
Cllr McMahon acknowledged the inter-agency approach taken to
alleviate significant flooding damage at Straddle Filling Station,
Clyhore recently and queried if this issue could be placed on the
agenda for the forthcoming cross border meeting with Fermanagh &
Omagh District Council. Cllr McMahon also acknowledged the
prompt response by the Fire Service to ensure a house at Lisahully,
Ballyshannon did not experience flooding. Cllr McMahon highlighted
a potential flooding issue at Bridgetown and agreed to discuss the
location of same with Mr Sweeney following the meeting.
Mr Sweeney submitted that contact had been made with his
counterparts in Fermanagh & Omagh District Council regarding the
potential flooding issue at the Filling Station and a response to same
is awaited. Mr Sweeney agreed that the matter could be discussed
further if there were any potential solutions emerging from the cross
border meeting as referenced by Cllr McMahon.
West End Walk, Bundoran
In response to a query from Cllr McMahon regarding the
commencement date for the West End Walk in Bundoran, Mr
Sweeney advised that funding has been set aside to carry out these
works and the Office is currently awaiting receipt of written consent
from a landowner to grant permission for the works to be
completed.
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Gael Scoil, Ballyshanon
In response to a query from Cllr Sweeny regarding pedestrian
crossing at the Gael Scoil in Ballyshannon, Mr Sweeney advised
that he would check the status of same.
Road Surface
In response to a query from Cllr Sweeny regarding the poor road
surface near Kernan’s Spar Supermarket in Ballyshannon , Mr
Sweeney agreed to review same.
Hedgecutting
Cllr Sweeny noted the responsibilities of landowners to ensure their
hedgerows are maintained properly and suggested a mapping
exercise should be carried out to identify dangerous junctions such
as areas along the road to Creevy in Ballyshannon. Mr Sweeney
agreed to review the T junction on the Creevy Road, however
advised that it would not be feasible to prepare a programme of
works as funding allocations for this type of work has the potential to
change each year and is dependent on the availability of budgets.
MDD/149/21 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INFORMATION
EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORT

SYSTEMS

&

Mr Barney McLaughlin updated the meeting with the reports from
the Divisions within the Directorate namely:1. Economic Development
a. Economic Development Unit
b. Tourism Marketing Unit
c. Trail Gazers Bid Project
d. Strategic Funding Unit
2. Local Enterprise Office
3. Information Systems
4. Emergency Services
a. Fire Service
b. Civil Defence
Mr McLaughlin in particular referred to the supports for Outdoor
Dining and the deferral of the 2021 Tipp O’Neill Event.
The following comments were made:Outdoor Dining
Cllr McMahon noted the busy summer season in Bundoran and
queried the release of the funding under the Outdoor Seating &
Accessories for Tourism & Hospitality Business Scheme. Mr
McLaughlin agreed to ascertain the date the funding will be released
under this Scheme.
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Cllr Naughton welcomed the Workshop held earlier in the day on
Outdoor Spaces.
Hospitality Sector
Cllr Naughton expressed his concerns for the hospitality sector, in
particular the sourcing of hospitality staff and chefs and the
implications caused by BREXIT and COVID on obtaining
goods/products from overseas. Cllr Naughton informed the meeting
that he has spoken directly to the Taoiseach regarding the PUP and
EWSS Schemes and has recommended that these schemes are
concluded sooner rather than later. He emphasised the importance
of re-skilling and training for the sector and praised the efforts of
LYIT in this regard. Cllr Naughton further highlighted the costs of
transportation and referred to shipping costs from China as an
example of this increase in costs. He recommended the VAT rate
remain at 9% and rates should be waived until June next year.
Outdoor Events Funding
In response to a query from Cllr Sweeny regarding applications for
outdoor events funding, Mr McLaughlin informed the meeting that no
applications were received for events within the Donegal Municipal
District.
MDD/150/21 ENVIRONMENT SERVICES REPORT
Ms S Bogan presented the update reports for the Environment
Section, as circulated with the Agenda dealing with the following
matters:





Waste & Litter Management
- Bin Your Gum When You’re Done
- Sand Dunes – They Protect Us, Let’s Protect Them
- My Waste – “Bin it or Bring it Home”
- My Waste – Summer Staycation Campaign
- My Waste – Upcycle Challenge
- EPA Stop Food Waste
- Summer Green Piece
- IFFPG Farm Plastic Bring Centres
Coastal Management
- Voluntary Sector Support
- Accidents & Incidents
- Marble Hill Invasive Alien Species Project
- Blue Flag/Green Coast Inspections
- Minor Works Funding
- Public Conveniences
Irish Water – Change to Contact Numbers
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The following comments were made:Acknowledgements
Cllr Kennedy acknowledged the work carried out at Fintra Beach by
the Environment Section and welcomed the newly established public
conveniences in Killybegs which are being well maintained by a
local Volunteer Committee.
Cllr McMahon commended the work carried out by the Environment
Section, in particular the cleaning of the outdoor pool and the
painting work. Ms Bogan agreed to relay the positive comments.
Water Quality at Mountcharles Pier
Following a meeting held at Mountcharles Pier, Cllr Jordan advised
that canisters have been delivered by the Environment Section to
the Cabin at the pier. Should the fungus appear in the water at the
pier, members of the public are asked to take a sample which can
then be refrigerated at the cabin prior to collection for testing by the
lab. Cllr Jordan further advised that the lab had taken samples last
week and the results for same are awaited.
Cllr Jordan highlighted the importance of the upgrade works to the
Mountcharles Treatment Plant as members of the public are
concerned that the existence of the fungus could be related to the
discharge points from the Treatment Plant. Ms Bogan agreed to
refer this issue to the contacts within Irish Water.
Volumes of Waste
Cllr McMahon submitted that over the busy summer season, high
volumes of waste were generated and acknowledged the
collaborative team effort by the TÚS workers and the Council staff in
ensuring the areas were kept clean and tidy. Cllr McMahon
expressed his disappointment at an article written by Conor Horgan
on the level of litter on Bundoran beach. Cllr McMahon submitted
that TUS workers were on patrol from 7am each morning to ensure
all areas were in a pristine condition and acknowledged that there
were a number of beach fire incidents which were dealt with in a
prompt manner.
Ms Bogan advised that beach fires were a new issue and agreed to
consider raising awareness of this unacceptable practice.
Signage
Cllr Naughton highlighted the delays in the erection of dog fowling
signage and queried if these signs could be made available for
independent erection by Committee Groups. Ms Bogan agreed to
follow up on this issue.
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Ballyshannon Public Conveniences
Cllr Naughton sought an update on the temporary remedial works to
the public conveniences in the Market Yard in Ballyshannon. Cllr
Naughton submitted that the delay in having these works carried out
is embarrassing. Cllr Sweeny shared Cllr Naughton’s concerns and
noted that a workable solution should be identified as a matter of
urgency including the recruitment of a Community Caretaker as an
interim measure but noted the wider development the Market Yard
as per the Regeneration Strategy. Cllr Sweeny also recommended
the erection of directional signage to inform members of the public
that public conveniences are available in the Ballyshannon Leisure
Centre. Ms Bogan agreed to seek an update.
Recycling of Unused Paint
In response to a query from Cllr Naughton for an update on a
proposed opportunity for the public to recycle unused paint, Ms
Bogan agreed to seek an update.
Durnesh Lake
In response to a point raised by Cllr Sweeny, Ms Bogan agreed to
inform the Environment Management Team of the algae present on
Durnesh Lake.
Donegal Town Bottle Banks
Cllr Naughton highlighted the negative comments on social media
regarding the current condition of the Donegal Town Bottle Bank
facility and was aware of Cllr Conaghan’s motion regarding same.
Ms Bogan agreed to revert to colleagues within the Management
Team.
MDD/151/21 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING SERVICES
Community Development
Mr P Doherty presented the update reports for the Community
Development Section, as circulated with the Agenda dealing with the
following matters:







Town & Village Renewal – Donegal MD
- Donegal Town
- Glencolmcille
- Rossnowlagh
Town & Villages Accelerated Measures
- Bundoran – Round 1
- Donegal Town – Round 2
- Frosses – Round 3
Playground Maintenance
Sliabh Liag Development Project
Leader/RDP Programme
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Walks & Trails
Community Enhancement Programme 2021

Mr Doherty advised that the commencement of the Sliabh Liag
Shuttle Bus service has received a positive response and further
funding is now being sought to improve sections of the mountain
pathway.
Mr Doherty further advised of two grant allocations under CLAR
2021, with €50,000 being allocated to develop an enhanced
recreational area in Glencolmcille and €50,000 being allocated in
Bruckless Community Park for the development of a sensory space
with associated planting and seating.
Mr Doherty also submitted that the tender procedures are being
finalised for the Destination Towns.
The following comments were made:DFI Funding Reallocation
On the proposal of Cllr Kennedy, seconded by Cllr Jordan it was
agreed to reallocate €1,500 originally granted to the Men’s Shed
Network, Donegal to the following groups:€500 – Sliabh Liag Camping
€500 – Killybegs Regeneration Group
€500 – Ballyshannon Regeneration Group
Street Enhancement Works
Cllr Naughton welcomed the Street Enhancement funding for
Laghey, however, highlighted the short time frame to complete the
improvement works, especially the exterior painting of the
properties.
Walking Route
Cllr Jordan and Cllr Kennedy welcomed the introduction of the
Sliabh Liag Shuttle Bus service and progress in obtaining additional
funding to upgrade the mountain pathway at Sliabh Liag. Cllr
Jordan noted the high volume of walkers hiking over the Eglish
Mountain and the current poor road conditions. As this scenic area
is in the ownership of twelve landowners, Cllr Jordan asked that the
Walks & Trails Section consider seeking funding to carry out minor
improvement works to the road infrastructure.
Belleek / Ballyshannon Greenway
Cllr Sweeny expressed his disappointment that no application was
submitted under the ORIS funding programme for the Belleek /
Ballyshannon Greenway. Cllr Sweeny emphasised that this project
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needs to be fast tracked and advised that he will be raising this
issue at the cross-border meeting arranged to take later this week.
Planning Services
Ms A Quinn presented the Planning Service Reports as circulated
with the Agenda dealing with the following and referred to a number
of large developments taking place within the Donegal MD:





Development Applications
Enforcement
Planning Clinics – 15th, 29th Sept & 13th, 27th Oct
Regeneration Report
Central Planning Unit

A number of comments/queries were dealt with as follows;
Pre-planning Application
Cllr McMahon queried the receipt of a pre-planning application for
83 houses in Bundoran and agreed to speak to Ms Quinn following
the meeting to discuss the possibility of setting up a meeting with the
Developer and the Design Team.
Workshop & Planning Clinics
Cllr Naughton noted the high volume of invalid planning applications
being received for this Municipal District and queried, if it is
proposed to hold a workshop with Architects. Cllr Naughton also
queried if it is envisaged to hold the Planning Clinics in-house or online. Ms Quinn submitted that a workshop with Architects is being
planned and is not aware of any changes to the current format for
Planning Clinics.
Motions
MDD/152/21 DISCUSSION ON REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR
INCIDENTS OF FLOODING
On the proposal of Cllr Sweeny, seconded by Cllr McMahon the
following motion was adopted;““That this Municipal District actively seeks additional funding and
resources to deal with the increasing incidents of flooding to
property and our road network. In light of recent summer floods
along with ongoing flood issues it is clear that current drainage
budgets and resources are insufficient and funds such as the
Climate Adaption fund should be further targeted to make the
necessary improvements to our drainage infrastructure, making our
roads, culverts and bridges more resilient to climate change at a
local level.”
Members were given a response to the motion by the Area
Manager of the Roads and Transportation Section.
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In speaking to this motion, Cllr Sweeny submitted that summer
flooding episodes are becoming more prevalent causing serious
incidents. In addition, Cllr Sweeny submitted that the drainage
budget of €275,000 was inadequate and that further funding via the
Climate Adaptation Fund should be leveraged to assist with
improvement works. Cllr Sweeny also noted that the work carried
out by local community groups to keep drains cleared can be
beneficial in alleviating some serious incidents and suggested that
this model be considered for future projects.
In seconding this motion, Cllr McMahon noted the big challenges
for rural communities and suggested further communications
should issue encouraging local communities to keep drains
cleared.
He submitted that the Government should ensure
appropriate funding is made available for improvement works.
MDD/153/21 DISCUSSION
FACILITY

REGARDING

THE

DONEGAL

RECYCLING

On the proposal of Cllr Conaghan, seconded by Cllr McMahon the
following motion was adopted;“That this MD receive a definite timeframe for the removal of the
recycling centre at Drumlonagher and the opening of the new
recycling facility at a new location in Donegal Town. The current
facility is not fit for purpose.”
Members were given a response to the motion by the Senior
Engineer of the Water & Environment Section.
In speaking to this motion, Cllr Conaghan expressed his
disappointment at the response obtained from the Water &
Environment Section regarding the need to identify a new site to
facilitate the Donegal Town Recycling Centre. Cllr Conaghan
submitted that the current site was similar to a halting site with
vehicles parking overnight. He further submitted that Donegal
Town required a new state of the art recycling centre as the current
site is not fit for purpose.
In seconding the motion, Cllr McMahon agreed that the current
facility was of poor quality, especially when it is located close to an
operating business and suggested that additional collections
should be carried out and the waste bins cleaned on a regular
basis. Cllr McMahon also suggested that clarification should be
obtained on the use CCTV to tackle illegal dumping.
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MDD/154/21 DISCUSSION ON THE DUBLIN TO DONEGAL BUS EIREANN
SERVICE
On the proposal of Cllr Jordan, seconded by Cllr McMahon the
following motion was adopted;“I am asking this Municipal District to call on BUS EIREANN to
provide an unhindered daily service route from Dublin to Donegal
Town without cancellations”.
Members were given a response to the motion by the Area
Manager, Housing & Corporate
In speaking to this motion, Cllr Jordan highlighted the unsatisfactory
service currently being operated under the Expressway 30/X30
Route. Cllr Jordan submitted a number of daily services, particularly
the 1am and 2.30am services are regularly cancelled with little or no
notification to passengers. He submitted that pre-COVID, this route
operated 13 daily trips without any issues and suggested that the
current poor service related to a decision to make seasonal reserve
drivers redundant. Cllr Jordan asked that this MD write to Bus
Eireann and the Minister of Transportation, to highlight these issues
and seek clarification on why the cancellations are occurring and
why seasonal reserve drivers are not being employed. Cllr Jordan
further suggested that the company should be fined for each
cancelled service. In addition, Cllr Jordan noted that passengers
were encouraged to book their tickets on line and that priority for
seats was being given to on line bookings over those who had a free
travel pass.
In seconding the motion, Cllr McMahon submitted that the current
system was not acceptable especially in an era when people are
being encouraged to use public transport.
MDD/155/21 DISCUSSION ON THE CURRENT HOUSING CRISIS
On the proposal of Cllr McMahon, seconded by Cllr Jordan the
following motion was adopted;“That this MD have a discussion about the housing crisis which
exists at the moment and a discussion about people becoming
homeless and needing emergency accommodation”.
Members were given a response to the motion by the Area
Manager, Housing & Corporate
In speaking to this motion, Cllr McMahon submitted that the current
housing crisis and the lack of emergency accommodation facilities
is a matter of grave concern and is a situation that has the potential
to deteriorate further. Cllr McMahon further submitted that it is
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extremely difficult for young people trying to get on the property
ladder especially those who have emigrated for a number of years
and have now returned back home.
In seconding this motion, Cllr Jordan submitted that each
Councillor receives calls on a daily basis regarding housing issues
and that the Housing For All Plan needs to ensure the building of
houses are prioritised. It was agreed this issue would be discussed
further at the forthcoming Housing Workshop.
MEMBERS NOTED THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS
MDD/156/21 LIGHTS AT THE DONEGAL TOWN PIER AND ROUNDABOUTS
The following question was submitted by Cllr Conaghan;“Is it possible to have all lights at the pier and roundabouts (Vivo,
Drumlonagher, Doonan etc) in Donegal Town serviced/checked?”
Cllr Conaghan received a response from the Area Manager, Roads
& Transportation in relation to the above.
MDD/157/21 HOLDING MUNICIPAL DISTRICT MEETINGS IN PERSON
The following question was submitted by Cllr Conaghan;“When will the council members be in a position to attend in person
Municipal District of Donegal meetings considering the positive
uptake of vaccinations?”
Cllr Conaghan received a response from the Area Manager,
Housing & Corporate in relation to the above.
MDD/158/21 UPDATE ON THE TOWN & VILLAGE
BUNDORAN AND ROSSNOWLAGH

FUNDING

FOR

The following question was submitted by Cllr McMahon;“What is the update in regards to the town and village renewal
money for the Bundoran and Rossnowlagh area?”
Cllr McMahon received a response from the Divisional Manager,
Community Development in relation to the above.
MDD/159/21 UPDATE ON A RESPONSE FROM THE MINISTER IN
RELATION TO THE FIRE STATIONS IN BUNDORAN /
BALLYSHANNON AREA
The following question was submitted by Cllr McMahon;-
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“Has there been and response from the Minister in relation to the
fire stations in Bundoran/Ballyshannon Area?
Cllr McMahon received a response from the Director of Service,
Economic Development, Information Systems & Emergency
Services in relation to the above.

MDD/160/21 Date of next Meeting / Workshops






MD Roads Workshop at 12 noon on Tuesday the 5th October 2021
MD Budget Workshop at 2.00pm on Tuesday the 5th October 2021
MD Meeting at 11.30 am on Tuesday the 12th October 2021 (as per
Standing Orders)
MD Budget Meeting at 10.00 am on Tuesday the 26th October 2021
Housing Workshop at 11.30 am on Tuesday the 26th October 2021

This concluded the business of the meeting.

_________________________
Area Manager
Municipal District of Donegal

__________________________
Cathaoirleach
Municipal District of Donegal
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Update on Donegal Town Pier and Diamond Masterplan Project – Donegal MD Elected Members
Tuesday 14th September at 10.15am
Members Present
Donegal MD Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Barry Sweeny, Cllr. Michael Naughton, Cllr. Niamh Kennedy, Cllr Tom
Conaghan, Cllr. Michael McMahon and Cllr. Noel Jordan.
Officials Present
Garry Martin, Director of Service, Economic Development, IS and Emergency Services, Joy Harron,
Strategic Funding Unit.
External Staff Present
Shane Smyth, Discover Bundoran.
Introduction and Context
Donegal Cathaoirleach Cllr. Barry Sweeny opened the workshop by welcoming attendees and stating
that the purpose of the workshop was to provide an update on progress related to the Donegal Town
Pier and Diamond Masterplan. G Martin introduced Members to the session and set the context for the
session by providing a summary of the background to the Donegal Town Pier and Diamond Masterplan
project.
J Harron delivered a presentation by way of an update on progress regarding the Donegal Town Pier and
Diamond Masterplan project. J Harron informed members that Paul Doherty Architects had been
appointed to deliver the Masterplan following procurement. The presentation included details of plans
for extensive public consultation including an online survey and two in person consultation sessions on
the Diamond along with online workshops with key stakeholders. The presentation also informed
members that funding for the Bundoran Oceanside project has been approved by Fáilte Ireland under
the Local Authority Weatherproofing and Outdoor Dining scheme.
Shane Smyth provided printed drawings of the Oceanside Bundoran facility and said that he had worked
closely with local businesses in the area to secure support for the project and overall the project has
been very well received in Bundoran.
Members were informed that an application is being drafted for the Outdoor Public Space Scheme in
relation to the Diamond in Donegal Town and that future funding would be identified for the pier area. J
Harron provided a timeline for the completion of these projects, which are expected to be delivered in
2022. The Masterplan is expected to be completed by November 2021.

Members Input
Cllr. Sweeny in his capacity as Cathaoirleach of the Donegal MD welcomed the news on progress in
regards to these projects and thanked G Martin and J Harron for setting the scene and for the
presentation and opened the floor to the other elected members to comment.
Cllr. McMahon was broadly supportive of the projects, in particular the Bundoran Oceanside project and
thanked the team involved for their efforts. Cllr. McMahon also added that any concerns would be
mitigated in relation to maintenance and anti-social behaviour. Cllr. McMahon also added that there
would be minimal loss of car parking space with only 5 spaces being lost.
Cllr. Jordan welcomed the projects and asked if under the current circumstances the costs of delivering
the project were feasible. J Harron replied by stating that the original costs of €100k had been revised
and increased to €127k to reflect the unpredictable situation in the construction sector regarding cost of
material and labour.
Cllr. Naughton was also supportive of the project and added that the importance of securing the support
of local people and local businesses would be of great importance. Cllr. Naughton also referenced the
importance of managing the situation around casual trading and the many coffee vans that are in these
areas.
Cllr. Kennedy also welcomed the projects and highlighted the need to address issues around noise
produced from generators. Cllr. Kennedy said that the Masterplan was
Cllr. Tom Conaghan also added that the Masterplan was much needed, and that Donegal Town could be
a huge asset to the county. Cllr. Conaghan also thanked the team involved for their work to date. Cllr.
Conaghan raised the need for improved storage at the pier and the need to manage traffic, especially at
times when funerals are taking place. Cllr. Conaghan said that the high levels of traffic including
campervans at the pier was a potential danger. Cllr. Conaghan responded positively to the project
updates.
Close
Cathaoirleach Cllr. Barry Sweeny thanked all members and participants for their contribution. G Martin
also thanked all attendees at the workshop and stated that the team would keep them up to date on
progress. J Harron also added that another MD workshop would take place at a later date once the
stakeholder engagement process is completed and when concept designs have been produced. The next
workshop will offer members the opportunity to provide feedback on potential design concepts for
Donegal Town.

Municipal District of Donegal
12th October 2021
___________________________________________
Housing & Corporate
_____________________________________

REPORT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Casual Vacancies
Housing Grants
Housing Loans
TP Applications
Approved Housing Bodies Developments
HAP Tenancies
Private Rented Inspections
Household Composition by MD & Area
Lease & Repair Scheme Summary

Casual Vacancies
Property
Code
100110
100111
100118
105538
100160
150007
150085
100227
100292
100687
100691
106098
106427
106250
100343
100361

Area
Ballintra
Ballintra
Ballintra
Ballintra
Ballyshannon
Bundoran
Bundoran
Donegal Town
Donegal Town
Dunkineely
Dunkineely
Killybegs
Killybegs
Glencolmcille
Pettigo
Pettigo

BED
3
3
1
1
3
3
2
1
1
3
3
3
2
3
1
1

Dwelling Vacated
Keys returned 17/06/2021
Keys returned 09/07/2021
Tenant deceased - keys returned 19/06/2020
Tenant Deceased on 09/01/2020
Keys returned 08/07/2019
Keys returned 18/06/2021
Keys returned 6/4/2021
Keys returned 29/07/2021
keys returned 3/9/2021
25/08/2017
15/12/2017
Keys returned 21/4/2021
Keys returned 21/06/2021
Keys returned 08/01/2020
Tenant deceased - keys returned 23/04/2020
Keys returned 21/4/2021

Comment
Assessment Stage
Assessment Stage
Assessment completed
Assessment completed
Voids Programme LTV
Assessment Stage
Completed - Offer issued
Assessment Stage
Due to be assessed.
Tender docs to be prepared - LTV
Tender docs to be prepared - LTV
Completed - Offer issued
Completed - Offer to issue
Completed - Offer to issue
Contractor on-site -Completion at end of Oct
Contractor on-site -Completion at end of Oct

Position as at 30th September 2021.

HOUSING GRANTS
YEAR
HO
HO

HD
HD

APPROVED

2020
2021

TOTAL
RECEIVED
76
95

YEAR
2020
2021
YEAR
HM
HM

2020
2021

72
72

REFUSED \
CANCELLED\INVALID
4
8

FURTHER
INFO
0
3

TOTAL

APPROVED

REFUSED \

FURTHER

REF.

REF. To

PENDING

RECEIVED
39
47

30
23

CANCELLED\INVALD
5
0

REAPPLIED UNDER
HM GRANT
0
1

INFO.
0
0

TO OT
2
6

ENGINEER
0
0

2
17

REFUSED \
CANCELLED\INVALID
7
2

REAPPLIED UNDER
HD GRANT
6
4

FURTHER
INFO
0
1

PENDING

REFUSED \
CANCELLED

PENDING

Further
information
0
1

TOTAL
RECEIVED
42
30

APPROVED
29
19

PENDING
0
12

0
4

HOUSING LOANS
YEAR
Housing Loans
Housing Loans

2020
2021

TOTAL
APPROVED
RECEIVED IN PRINCIPLE
10
0
3
11
1
0

APPROVED
7
6

0
3

Tenant Purchase Applications 2020 - 2021

Year
2020
2021

No. of Apps Incomplete
Open
Received
Returned
Applications
7
0
0
0
11
1
9
1

Refused/
Not Eligible

Offer letters
Issued
7
3

Completed
4
0

Approved Housing Bodies Developments - Donegal Municipal District

Funding Programme

CAS Construction

Scheme / Project No of
Name
Units

Approved
Housing Body

Current Status

Drumrooske,
Donegal Town

Oaklee

Construction works complete

10

HAP/PRD
HAP Tenancies
Municipal District

Number

Donegal

231

Letterkenny

728

Glenties

121

Stranorlar

271

Inishowen

446

Sub Total

1797

Tenancies Closed

2113

Overall Total

3910

2021 Private Rented Dwelling Inspections (MDD)

159

Municipal District

Donegal
Ballintra
Ballyshannon
Bruckless
Bundoran
Carrick
Donegal
Dunkineely
Frosses
Glencolmcille
Kilcar
Killybegs
Laghey
Mountcharles
Pettigo
Total
Updated 30.09.2021

Waiting
List (Net
Need)

Transfer
List

Total
Gross
Need

186

219

4
40
4
38
3
68
3
1
4
2
9
3
5
2

4
49
3
58
2
70
3
2
0
2
15
5
5
1

186

219

405
8
89
7
96
5
138
6
3
4
4
24
8
10
3
405

Repair & Lease Scheme Summary
Applications
Awaiting
MD
Received No. of Units assessment Rejected Progressing Total
Inishowen
18
21
2
16
0
18
Donegal
16
40
2
14
0
16
Glenties
16
16
1
15
0
16
Letterkenny
22
28
7
15
0
22
Stranorlar
19
35
7
12
0
19
Total
91
140
19
72
0
91

Updated 30/09/2021

Donegal Municipal District
2021 Roadworks Programme
Status Report – 12th October 2021

Donegal Municipal District
Agreed 2021 Road Maintenance (Surface Dressing) Programme

Road
Class

Road
Number

Road Name and/or
Townland Name

Regional
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Regional
Regional
Regional
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Regional
Local
Local

R262-3
LS 5585-1
LP 1425-3
LP 1415-3
LP 1535-1
LP 1565-1
LP 1515-5
LS 6085-2
LP 1715-1
LP 1685-1/2
LS 6465-1
LS 1645-2
R230-4
R263-14
R230-11
LS-5515-1
LP-1375-1
LP-1115-1
LP-1215-4
LP 1025-2
LP-1185-1
LP-1235-1
LP 1015-3
R 231-4-5
L-2275-1
L-7335-2

Frosses - Glenties (Meenagran)
Darney Bruckless
St Johns Point
Calhame Jnc - Dunkineely
Port Road Inver
Port Pier - Fanaghans
Ardaghey - Ardara
Drumnaherk - Edenamuck
Lettertreane - Drimarone Chapel
Drumbarron - Roes
Glenborin
Drumcoe - Tullyvoos
Braide
Dooey/Doonalt
Crove Road
Multins towards the N56
Bruckless towards Croagh
Roxborough to Derrylaghan
Shalwey
Malinmore - Meenavean
Kilcasey, Kilcar
Croughnasilla
Meenacross
Rossnowlagh RD
Durnish (Mile Straight)
Rushen

Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Regional
Regional

L2225-2
Tievebrack
L-7645-1
Carricknahorna
L2525-1
Moy RD
L-7445-1
Ballinacarrick
L-2335-2/3 Rockhill / Derries
L7695-1
Tonregee-Creeve
R233
Lough Derg Road
R267
Drumgowan
LP- 2035-1 /
LP-2045-1
Legacurry / Rossamore
LS-6705-1/LS6695-1
Brookfield / Drumbar
LS-6675-1
Drummeeny Lower Middle
LS-6565-1
Birch Hill - Finnabanes
LP-1945-2
Heneys
LP-1975-2
Corveen / Mullanhumphry
LT-19751
Drumminnin
LP-1835-5
Ardeevin
LP-2265-4
Croaghnacunny
LS-8065-2
Lettercran - Crilly
LS-7345-1
Kimmit / Croaghnadrin
LP-2125-3
Rathneeny Barr
LP-2195-1
Rath - Lisnapaste

Engineering
Area

Works
Type

Length
(m)

Year

Total
Area of
work
(sq.m)

Width
(m)

Estimated
Cost (EURO) Status

2021 Regional & Local Road Surface Dressing

Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local

Dunkineely
Dunkineely
Dunkineely
Dunkineely
Dunkineely
Dunkineely
Dunkineely
Dunkineely
Dunkineely
Dunkineely
Dunkineely
Dunkineely
Killybegs
Killybegs
Killybegs
Killybegs
Killybegs
Killybegs
Killybegs
Killybegs
Killybegs
Killybegs
Killybegs
Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon

SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD

2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021

600
1000
1100
1500
630
750
900
650
1000
1000
1000
1900
1300
1600
1200
1900
1000
1000
1000
1150
1500
1000
1100
1200
1200
900

5.75
3.25
3.75
3.5
3.75
3.75
6
3.25
3.5
3.75
3
3.2
5
4.5
4.5
3
5
4
4
4.5
4
3.5
3.5
7
5
3.3

3450
3250
4125
5250
2363
2813
5400
2113
3500
3750
3000
6080
6500
7200
5400
5700
5000
4000
4000
5175
6000
3500
3850
8400
6000
2970

€18,500.65
€15,000.00
€18,312.70
€24,000.00
€11,500.00
€13,500.00
€24,100.00
€9,400.81
€17,000.00
€16,600.00
€13,600.00
€27,200.00
€35,750.00
€39,600.00
€29,700.00
€24,300.00
€22,500.00
€18,194.37
€18,000.00
€23,560.92
€27,000.00
€13,500.00
€18,000.00
€43,348.18
€27,000.00
€13,365.00

Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed

Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Laghey
Laghey

SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD

2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021

1600
1100
1600
1200
1750
2550
1612.1
250

3.3
3.3
6
5
3.2
3.5
5
9

5280
3630
9600
6000
5600
8925
8060.5
2250

€23,760.00
€16,335.00
€43,200.00
€27,000.00
€25,627.50
€18,023.37
€44,332.75
€12,375.00

Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed

Laghey

SD

2021

600

3.5

2100

Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey

SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD

2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021

600
1600
800
1100
500
200
500
1200
700
1000
950
1100

6.3
3.8
6
6
6
3
6
3.3
3.3
3
3.1
3.5

€9,450.00 Completed

3780 €18,398.69
6080 €27,360.00
4800 €21,600.00
6600 €29,700.00
3000 €13,500.00
600
€2,700.00
3000 €13,500.00
3960 €17,820.00
2310 €12,483.56
3000 €13,500.00
2945 €13,252.50
3850 €19,250.00
Total
€985,701.00

Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed

Donegal Municipal District
Agreed 2021 Restoration Improvement Programme
2021

No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
1
2
3
4
5

Road
Class
R
LT
LP
LP
LS
LS
LP
LS
LP
LS
LP
LP
LS
LP
R
LS
LP
LP
LS
R
LP
LP
LP
LP
R
LP
R
R
R
R
LP
LS
LS
LS
LS
LS
L
L
L
LT
LS
LP
LS
R
R
R
LP
LP

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

LP
LP
LP
LS
LS
LP
LS
LP
LP
LP
LP
LP

Road
Road Name and/or
Engineeri
Number
Townland Name
ng Area
R 262-2
Frosses - Meenagran
14
LT14451 Castleview Housing Estate Dunkineely14
LP 1485-2 Brenter - Tievedooly
14
LP 1515-5 Ardaghey - Ardara (Patching)
14
LS 5715-1 Drumadart - Corrakeel
14
LS 6145-1 Doorin Rock Road
14
LP 1875-1 Station Road Mountcharles
14
LS 6475-2 Drumstevlin
14
LP 1845-2 Altadoo
14
LS 6425-1 Dummys Br - Meenacally
14
LP 1815-3 Letterbarrow - Drumnaherk
14
LP 1815-4 Drumboarty - Letterbarrow
14
LS 6335-1 Eglish
14
LP1825-2,3 Altiloo - Lacrom
14
R 263-3 & LP1285-3
Killybegs streets
15
LS 5195-2 Derrylaghan
15
LP 1075-2 Meenacharvy
15
LP 1375-1 Croagh/ Bolywogs
15
LS 5145-1 Leargadaghtan (Teelin)
15
R 263-4
Fintra - Tullid
15
R 263-8
Cashlings
15
LP 5185-1 Straleel - Stranakirk
15
LP 1125-2 Meenaneary
15
LP 1395-2 Calhame crossroads
15
R 263-11 Meenaveen towards Carrick
15
LP 1365-1 Curraghafeaghan
15
R231
Rossnowlagh RD
16
R267
Ballyshannon Streets
16
R267-6
Bundoran Rd
16
R267
Bundoran Streets
16
LP7155-1 Ballintra Streets
16
LS23751 Cashelard
16
LS2575-1 Magheracar
16
LS7665-1 Carricknahorna/Tober
16
LS2395-1 Abbeylands
16
L2325-1 Ballymagoraty Scotch E+J
16
L7965-1 Clontyseer
16
L2355-1 Lismintan
16
l-7875-2 Dumuckrum
16
L-75151-0 Alla
16
L7115-1/L71152
Drumhome
16
L-2295-1 Rossnowlagh RD Upper
16
L7785-1 Doobally
16
R267
Donegal Town
17
R232
Pettigo Rd
17
R233
Lough Derg Road
17
LP6565-1 Finnabanes
17
LP1835-2 Greenan
17
Friary Road Lough Eske (Shore
LP1965-1 Road - Harveys Point Road)
17
LP-2245-1 Aghafoy (Kimid Depot)
17
LP2095-1 Raneany West - (Hill Road)
17
LS8065-2 Crilly
17
LP-2145-1/2Carrick West Drumanus Glebe
17
LP-2195-1 Lisnapate - Trummon East
17
LS6695-1 Drumbar
17
LP2065-2 Drumbar
17
LP2075-1 Ranenny West - Old Laghey Rd
17
LP2175-1 Tobernahoory Ballintra
17
LP1915-2 Killymard Chapel (Gortlosky)
17
LP20752 Tullywee
17

Length
(m)
600
300
1500
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
750
1000
850
1000
1000
300
600
600
900
500
800
900
200
1,400
500
500
800
900
500

Total
Area of
work
(sq.m)
3,600
2,500
4,800
3,000
4,500
3,000
3,200
3,200
3,250
4,000
2,720
4,000
4,000
1,800
4,500
2,100
4,500
2,000
2,400
6,300
1,200
4,200
2,500
2,000
4,800
4,050
3000

Patch
580
300
1000
400
1000
1300
250
900
1000
1000
900
1100
500
1115
500
600
340
1000
1000

Patch
5520
1962
3400
2000
3200
4550
1500
3150
3300
3700
2880
3300
4550
3902
3000
3600
1870
4500
4500

Estimated
Cost (EURO)
€95,000.00
€65,000.00
€65,881.64
€50,000.00
€45,000.00
€45,000.00
€53,000.00
€60,000.00
€80,000.00
€48,000.00
€44,236.96
€44,000.00
€44,000.00
€90,000.00
€125,000.00
€40,000.00
€95,000.00
€40,000.00
€35,000.00
€128,944.00
€20,000.00
€58,000.00
€80,000.00
€41,308.67
€120,000.00
€81,000.21
€93,000.00
€40,000.00
€5,000.00
€80,617.87
€36,000.00
€68,000.00
€40,000.00
€44,800.00
€59,150.00
€40,777.00
€44,100.00
€42,900.00
€51,800.00
€40,500.00
€67,200.00
€60,000.00
€54,642.07
€65,659.00
€130,000.00
€25,909.39
€60,750.00
€58,500.00

1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1100
400
200
1000
400
300
700

3500
3500
4500
3,500
3500
5,500
1400
700
5000
2400
2400
2450
TOTAL

€47,250.00
€45,500.00
€58,500.00
€49,000.00
€45,500.00
€77,000.00
€18,200.00
€9,450.00
€130,850.00
€31,103.00
€67,203.82
€34,503.37
€3,516,737.00

Status
Completed
Contract
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Contract
Completed
Contract
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed

Completed
Completed
Completed

Donegal MD footpath repair & public lighting infill works
3 Year Programme
Footpath Works
RSS Area Location

14

15

16

17

Mountcharles
Dunkineely
Frosses
Killybegs
Kilcar
Glencolumbkille

Year 1
Budget
2018
€5,729.00

Year 2
Budget
2019
€16,600.00

€15,568.00

€16,600.00
€16,600.00
€8,300.00

Carrick
€8,300.00
Ballintra
Ballyshannon
€95,244.00 €16,600.00
Bundoran
€16,600.00
Donegal Town
€32,897.00 €16,600.00
Laghey
€8,300.00
Bridgetown
Pettigo
€8,300.00
Totals €149,438.00 €132,800.00

Year 3
Budget
2020
€24,350.00
€23,432.00
€23,432.00
€50,000.00
€3,200.00
€16,314.00

Overall
Total
Amount
€46,679.00
€23,432.00
€40,032.00
€82,168.00
€3,200.00

Status
Year 1
2018
Completed

Completed

€24,614.00
€1,700.00
€10,000.00
€11,214.00
€11,214.00
€35,000.00 €146,844.00 83% completed
€25,000.00
€41,600.00
€47,214.00
€96,711.00 84% completed
€8,000.00
€16,300.00
€6,000.00
€6,000.00
€10,000.00
€18,300.00
€284,856.00 €567,094.00

Public Lighting Infill Works
Area

14

15
16

17

Location
Drimark,
Donegal Town
Mountcharles
Mill Park Hotel,
Doonan
Kilcar
Killybegs
Ballyshannon
Killymard,
Donegal Town
Tirconnaill
Street & Castle
Street, Donegal
Town
Killymard,
Donegal Town

Description
Total Cost
Infill lighting - 7 additional
lights at Drimark on Local
€10,871.00
Lower End Mountcharles
€6,750.00
Proposed lighting from
Doonan Roundabout to
€9,500.00
Lighting improvement
€10,650.00
Old Fintra Rd near Glenlee €18,725.00
Rossnowlagh Link Road.
€30,000.00
Extend existing public
lighting past the school
€11,600.00
Infill lighting needed along
the public road at
Tirconnaill Street on local
Road L-1925-3 between
€10,000.00
Killymard Church to
Drumrooske Housing
€22,500.00
Total amount
€130,596.00

Status
Completed
Started
Yet to commence
Completed
Yet to commence
Completed
Completed

Yet to commence
Completed

Status
Status
Year 2
Year 3
2019
2020
34% completed Yet to commence
41% completed
Yet to commence Yet to commence
95% completed Yet to commence
Yet to commence
Yet to commence Yet to commence
Yet to commence Yet to commence
Completed
54% completed Yet to commence
Completed
Completed
Yet to commence Yet to commence
Yet to commence Yet to commence
Yet to commence
Yet to commence Yet to commence

Donegal Municipal District
Agreed list of projects to be funded from the 2021 Drainage Grant
County Budget
Donegal MD %
Donegal MD Budget

Area % of Budget

14

15

16

17

23.58%

24.58%

24.70%

27.15%

€1,320,010.00
20.65%
€275,584.00

Budget

€64,972.68

€67,725.92

€68,057.72

Description of Works
Newtown - River undermining the Rounty Road for a distance of 45m.
Strenghten using rock armour to support road edge.
Tullinlough - Pipe road side drain with 450mm Twinwall pipe, 150m
Mountcharles - Leonards Crossroads replace roadside culvert.
Beaugreen: St John's Point Rd new roadside drain for a distance of 135m
with 300mm Twinwall Pipe.
Inver: Pipe drain on the Port Road and construct layby.
Curraghfeagan - pipe road side drain to improve the width of the road.
Tullid: Upgarde existing pipes to cater for additional flows. 180m
Croaghbeg- Gortalia - Pipe open drains, provide additional drainage in order
to provied a number of laybys.
Croweighter - Pipe roadside drain to strengthen roadside.
Ballyarra Road - Drainage works
Rossnowlagh (Junction to Sandhouse Hotel off the R231)
Rossnowlagh (R231) Creevey NS
Doobally
Derries (Culvert Crossing)
Ballintra - Flooding - Drainage
Shannagh Junction - Road Crossing and road side drainage and road repair
R233 Lough Derg Road - Bircog - 300m outside speed limit - ponding - Install
Extra Gullies
Road Crossing ( Replace callopsed Old Stone Culvert Crossing) - Croaghbrac Past Salmon Farm
Tullylark - Edge of road drainage - pipe existing drain- Tullylark
Lettercrann - Replace crossing, pipe edge of road and road repair - Above
Lettercrann Chapel

€74,827.68

Drumbarr - Drain road egde and pipe to outfall (Junction onto old laghey hill)
Corracramp Tawnawully - Road egde drainage and gullies & Galadoo
Crossing
Tobernahorry - Road side drainage and gullies "Before Ballintra Chapel"

€275,584.00

TOTAL

Road No. Estimated Cost €
LP6445/2
R262/5
LP1645/4

€22,000.00
€15,000.00
€8,370.74

LP1425/4
LP1535/1
L-1365-1
R-263-4

€9,500.00
€9,500.00
€15,000.00
€23,000.00

L-1215-4

Status

Completed
Completed
Completed

€14,000.00
€15,098.48
€2,553.58
€20,000.00
€15,000.00
€15,000.00
€8,713.60
€8,713.60
€15,000.00

Completed

R230
L-5365-1
R231
R231
LS-77851-1
L-2335-4
LP-2175
L-2185-4
R233

€5,000.00

Completed

L-2265-5
L-8105-2

€5,000.00
€10,000.00

Completed
Completed

L-8065-1

€15,000.00

Completed

L-2065-2

€5,000.00

Completed

L-1835-4
L-2175-1

€8,000.00
€11,134.00

Completed

TOTAL

€275,584.00

Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed

2020 Donegal MD Safety improvement Works
MD
Donegal

Road Number Location
L-6595
Spierstown (Clar Chapel)

Description
Installation of bollards on footpath near the junction to ensure
vision lines are not being impeaded by parked vehicles

LA Allocation Status

Total

€15,000
€15,000

2021 Donegal MD Safety improvement Works
MD
Donegal

Road Number Location
R263
Spierstown (Clar Chapel)
R280

Lennox Bridge

R267

Donegal Town

L-2535-2

West Rock Ballyshannon

Description
LA Allocation
Improvements to signage and lining from Killybegs to Kilcar
€30,000
Upgrading signage & lining and hedge trimming to improve forward
visability on the approach to the bridge.
€30,000
Upgrading the lights at two number pelican crossings outside Scoil
Aodh Rua agus Nuala.
€15,000
Installation of safety measures to help reduce speed on the
approach to the schools and the provisuion of a pedestrian crossing
point.
€30,000
Total
€105,000

Status
Started
Started
Started

Started

July Stimulus 2020: List of proposed Projects for Active Travel Measures for Regional and Local Roads 2020
Donegal Municipal District

No

Road
Number

Decription of location of proposed
scheme

1
2

R263-9
L-2465-1

Carrick - Bogagh Road
Ballyshannon - Bishop Street Stage 1

3

R263

Glencolumbcille

4

R263

Killybegs - Industrial Road Footpath Stage 1

5

6

Extension
to Bank Donegal Town - Bank Walk
Walk
Installation of greenway,
L-1875-2 cycle/walkway along the Shore Road
Mountcharles.

7

R-252

8
9
10
11

L-1915
R263
R232
L-2465-1

Donegal Town - Killybegs Road
Donegal Town - Lough Eske Road
Glencolumbcille - Malin More Road
Pettigo
Ballyshannon - Bishop Street Stage 2

Specify if
Design or Length
Works
Provision of new footpaths
Works
80m
Provision of new infill section of footpath
Works
60m
Details of Active Travel Schemes

Width

Approved
Amount

2m
2m

€35,000.00
€20,000.00

€35,000.00

€45,000.00

€23,745.00

€200,000.00 €80,000.00 €120,000.00

Cost 2020

Cost 2021
Status
Completed
€20,000.00 Yet to commence
Adding to T & V
€21,246.00
works

Footpath Improvements

Works

Design work associated with the provision of new
footpath

Works

650

2.0

Design work associated with the provision
of new greenway

Design

1.8km

2.5m

€20,000.00

€20,000.00

Design work associated with the provision
of new greenway

Design

2km

2.5

€20,000.00

€20,000.00

Design

110m

2m

€10,000.00

€10,000.00

Design
Design
Design
Design

325m
275m
230m
240m

Provision of new footpaths oand crossing
facilities
Provision of new footpaths
Provision of new footpaths
Provision of new footpaths
Provision of new footpaths
Total

Started

2m
€20,000.00
€20,000.00
2.0
€20,000.00
€20,000.00
4.5
€20,000.00
€20,000.00
2m
€20,000.00
€20,000.00
Total €430,000.00 €138,745.00 €291,246.00
Overall total
€429,991.00
€130,000.00

2021 NTA Active Travel Funding
Donegal Municipal District

No

Road
Number

Decription of location of proposed
scheme
Killybegs

1

L-1305-1

2
3

R263
Glencolmcille
R263 & L1125 Carrick

4

L-2575-1

Bundoran

5

R263-8

Kilcar

6

L-1315-1

Killybegs

7

R-263-8

Kilcar

Details of Active Travel Schemes
Construct a footpath leading from a drop off
carpark to the main entrance of the Niall Moore
National School
Proposed footpath improvement works in
Glencolumbcille
Proposed footpath improvement works in Carrick
Construction of an infill section of footpath along
the L-2575-1 to link the Crest of the Wave
housing estate to the existing public footpath.
Proposed footpath extension past local church to
nearby car park (R263-8)
Construction of infill section of footpath,
drainage and public lighting on Church Road
(LP1315-1)
Proposed footpath extension to Kilcar National
School (R263-8)

Specify if
Design or Length
Works

Width

Approved
Amount

Status

€40,000.00 Completed

Works
Works
Works

160
30

€40,000.00
€12,000.00

Works

180

€60,000.00

Works

110

€30,000.00

Works

310

€80,000.00

Works

30

€10,000.00
€272,000.00

8

L-2155-1

Donegal Town

9

L-2465-1

Ballyshannon

10

R925 & L-1915-2
Donegal Town

Design associated with the construction of an
infill section of footpath on the Old Golf Course
Road (L-2155-1) linking a large residential area to
the school,town centre etc.
Design
Design associated with the construction of an
infill section of footpath linking the residential
area with the town centre.
Design
Design associated with the construction of an
infill section of footpath on the R925 Killybegs
Road and on the Lough Eske Road (L-1915-2).
Design

300

300

400

Consultant
appointed
to complete
€40,000.00 the design
works.
€45,000.00

€20,000.00
€105,000.00

Consultant
appointed to
complete the
design works.

2020 Job Stimulus Allocations
Donegal County Council Climate Change Measures Allocations 2020-proposed carryover
MD

Road
Number

Location

Description of Works

LA Allocation

Donegal

LT-51481

Bundoran - West End Protection measures for
€50,000
roads which would be
vulnerable to severe weather
events such as embankment
stability measures to protect
the road and prevent
slippage

Donegal

R263/3

Frosses - Tullycumber Preventative works (such as
drainage works) to prevent
flooding

Amount of Allocation
that will be Spent in
2020 (End November)

Amount of Allocation
Requested for Transfer
into 2021:
Status

€50,000

Completed

€100,000

€70,000

€30,000

€150,000

€70,000

€80,000

Completed

Donegal Municipal District
Climate Adaptation and Resilience Works 2021
MD

Road
Number

Donegal
L-2275-1

Location

Description of Works

Durnesh &
Rathfragan,
Rossnowlagh

Emergency repairs to the
existing drainage outfall from
Durnesh Lake.

LA Allocation
Status

€100,000 Completed

Donegal MD Community Involvement Schemes 2021
Project RSS Area Road Number Road Name
Number

Length of Total Area of
work
work
(m)
620m2 of Rd +
160m of stone
310 wall

361

14

LP1875-1/3

Shore Road Salthill Mountcharles

393

14

LP1845-1/2/3

Ballydevitt Altidoo (Phase 1 )

215

15

L-1115-2

Curragh Mor/Carrick Rd Roxborough, Kilcar100

359

15

LS5135-1

Ummerawirrinan, Teelin

360

16

L-7815-2

Cashelard Carricknahorna - Phase 1
(Cashelard to T Junction)

381

17

L-73251

Ballinakillew Mountain

392

17

L-2125

Laghey Barr Greagh Barr

0

350 900m2

1207 3850m2
700

2450

Overall Cost
of work

% LC

LC

WIL

Budget

Works
prioritised
at
workshop.

Status

€72,228.57

0.3

€21,668.57

€50,560.00

€53,571.43
€125,800.00

0.3

€16,071.43
€37,740.00

€37,500.00 €37,500.00 Started
€88,060.00 €88,060.00

€36,428.57

0.3

€10,928.57

€25,500.00

€41,428.57
€77,857.14

0.3

€12,428.57
€23,357.14

€29,000.00 €29,000.00 Started
€54,500.00 €54,500.00

€100,714.29
€100,714.29

0.3

€30,214.29
€30,214.29

€70,500.00 €70,500.00
€70,500.00 €70,500.00

€77,474.29

0.3

€23,242.29

€54,232.00

€54,232.00 Started

€42,857.14

0.3

€30,000.00 Completed

€0.00

€50,560.00 Started

€25,500.00 Issue

€12,857.14

€30,000.00

€120,331.43

€36,099.43

€84,232.00 €84,232.00

€424,702.86

€127,410.86

€297,292.00

Donegal MD
2021 LIS Agreed Priority List - Agreed at Workshop held on 04.06.2021
€697,475.00

2021 Budget
DMD %

18.6715%

DMD Budget

RSS Area Location

€130,225.00
Percenta
ge of
budget Budget

Priority

LIS No

PSCI
Rating

Townland

Engineers
cost
estimate

170171
180098
190329

6
4
6

Coolshannon
Drumconnor, Mountcharles
Ballydevitt

€6,750.00 Completed
€35,280.00 Completed
€11,926.00 Completed

Status

14

Ardaghey

44.73%

€58,249.64

1
2
3

15

Killybegs

27.64%

€35,994.19

1
2

170690
170668

3
3

Croaghlin
Kilbeg

€21,000.00 Started
€10,000.00 Completed

16

Ballyshannon

9.82%

€12,788.10

1

190277

4

Ballymagroarty Scotch (Bay Bush Bar, Main St)

€24,675.00 Started

17

Laghey

17.82%

€23,206.10

1
2

180208
170850

1
3

Corracramph, Barnesmore
Meenadreen

€10,230.00 Started
€6,000.00 Started
Total €125,861.00
Budget €130,225.00
Balance
€4,364.00

DMD Secondary List for additional tranche 2 funding in 2021
Tranche 2 budget for County

€490,497.00

DMD Tranche 2 Budget €91,666.92

RSS Area Location

Percenta
ge of
budget

Budget

Priority

Townland

Engineers
cost
estimate

180034
170848
200001
180241

3
1
2
4

Quarry Lane, Dunkineely
Meenacally
Old Road Mountcharles
Stonepark,

€11,520.00
€12,450.00
€8,530.00
€10,080.00

LIS No

PSCI
Rating

Status

Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed

14 Ardaghey

44.73% €41,002.61

1
2
3
4

15 Killybegs

27.64% €25,336.74

1
2

170871
170255

5
4

Bavin
Ummerawirrinan

€12,300.00 Started
€10,800.00 Started

1
2

180142
170657

2
3

Drumnacarry, Lough Eske
Leghowney

€15,190.00
€10,472.00 Completed

16 Ballyshannon

17 Laghey

9.82%

€9,001.69

17.82% €16,335.05

Total €91,342.00
Budget €91,666.92
Balance
€324.92

Donegal Municipal District
Additional Outdoor Infrastructure Fund 2021
RSS Area Road
Number

Location

Description of Works

LA Allocation
Status

16

L-1058

Bundoran - Tullan Strand - Widen the existing footpath between the Tullan Strand
Rougey Walk approach.
Carpark and Rougey Walk by a further 2m

17

L-2135-2

Murvagh

Improved access to Murvagh Beach
Total

€20,000

Started

€95,000.00

Started

€115,000

Donegal Municipal District
Specific Grant Funding
RSS Area Road
Location
Number

17 R232

Description of Works

Specific Improvement Grant Bridge design and road
Laghey to Pettigo improvement works

LA Allocation
Status

€416,878.00 Started

Economic Development, Information Systems &
Emergency Services Directorate

Municipal Report October 2021 - Donegal
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1. Division: Economic Development
1.1 Division: Economic Development – Economic Development Unit
Project / Activity Report
Title

Economic Development Unit

Outline of Work

The Economic Development Unit proactively engages in economic
development opportunities, supporting job creation and strategic
investment in Donegal and is focusing on the following areas of work:
BuyDonegal
The 2021 campaign which will once again take place on the first weekend in
November and run until the end of December. The new site is now live –
buydonegal.com, which integrates with the donegal.ie site. A multi-channel
marketing campaign to support #BuyDonegal will roll out in the coming
weeks and an official launch webinar will take place on Wednesday October
27th.
Last year over 250 businesses across Donegal supported the #BuyDonegal
initiative and the 2021 campaign will look to expand upon this number and
benefit the Donegal economy during this important trading period.
The 2020 #BuyDonegal campaign has been nominated for a Chambers
Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards for Promoting Economic
Development. The award ceremony hosted by Mary Kennedy will take
place on Thursday, 18 November 2021.
The Outdoor Seating and Accessories for Tourism & Hospitality Business
Scheme: The focus of this scheme is to provide a level of financial support
to tourism and hospitality businesses, in our town centres, to purchase or
upgrade equipment to provide additional outdoor seating to create
outdoor dining experiences in a regulated and accessible manner. Funding
under the scheme is only available to existing businesses.


The Scheme opened 12th April 2021 and will close 8th October
2021 at 4pm.



The scheme will provide for up to 75% of the ex-VAT cost of
equipment purchased/installed with a maximum allowable

contribution of up to €4,000 per applicant.


A total of 296 completed applications have been received with
76 grants paid out to date.

Property Solutions: involves identification, marketing, option appraisal of
Council owned property and land for economic development opportunities
including provision of soft landing and second site location opportunities
for business. The Unit is progressing 11 queries of property solution
opportunities in various locations across the county.
Donegal Connect: : The EDU are working with the Local Enterprise Office/
Donegal Diaspora Project on Donegal Connect 2021 which will take place
virtually on October 28th. 3 sessions themed around Start-up companies in
Donegal, Inward Investment and a music session will take place. The aim of
Donegal Connect is to reach out to a global audience and extend our links
with the Donegal Diaspora to encourage more people to take jobs, relocate,
set up a business or visit Donegal, to grow our economy.
Golden Bridges 2021: The EDU in partnership with Derry/Strabane District
Council is working on the forthcoming Golden Bridges 2021 which take
place virtually on the 19th November. The purpose of this event is to
promote partnerships between Ireland Northwest and Boston,
Massachusetts but also to highlight community, business, and education
initiatives by bringing together influential leaders from Ireland Northwest
and their counterparts in Boston and Massachusetts.
The conference is a showcase of the Northwest to an audience of influential
Irish American business and political leaders keen to learn more about the
region’s offering.
Remote Working: The implementation of the Donegal Remote Working
Strategy for Business with a view to maximise the opportunities arising for
the county as a destination of choice for remote working, is underway.
On the 24th September 2021, The EDU published a feature “From the West
Coast to West Donegal” which showcases the relocation journey of Howard
Chu (co-founder and CTO of software Development company Symas corp.)
from Los Angeles to Gaoth Dobhair.
Collaboration between Grow Remote Donegal, Arranmore and the EDU is

continuously on-going aimed at promoting the chapters across the county.
The EDU is also working with various Innovation and Digital Hubs in
Donegal. The EDU is engaging with Donegal ETB on the roll out of their new
remote working training
Caravan & Camping Study: The first draft of the study of the Caravan &
Camping sector in Donegal has been received from KPMG Future Analytics
and engagement is taking place with Council services to finalise
recommendations and agree an implementation pathway for these
recommendations. It is planned that a final draft of the study will be
considered at the next Economic, IS Emergency SPC in November with a
view to submitting the final draft to the plenary Council meeting in
November.
Alpha Innovation Centre: The project will support businesses and early idea
entrepreneurs to develop their innovation capability and business resilience
post Brexit and post Covid. The position of Head of Innovation is currently
being recruited and is expected to be complete by the end of the month.
InvestDonegal Communications Update: Latest key stats for the
InvestDonegal LinkedIn and Twitter (@DonegalInvest) accounts are as
follows;
Impressions (last 28 days)

Total Followers

Linked In

48,800

2,519 (+66)

Twitter

61,500

1,545 (+63)

Donegal.ie
period)

2.9K Web Users +49% (4 weeks 30 Sept – 27 Oct 2021 v prior

16 News Items Published
The EDU continues to inform businesses of the range of government
supports alongside insightful business and original content features.
In addition to the above accounts, the EDU works closely with the Council’s
Communications Office to share information on the Councils corporate
social media channels.
The EDU thanks Elected Members for their continued engagement with

InvestDonegal on our social platforms
NorthWest City Region Communications:
The EDU have also began to collaborate with DCSC on North West City
Region communications across LinkedIn and Twitter platforms which have
been established to collectively promote the region for investment and
business opportunities.
Global engagement: Donegal County Council joined the IABCN (Irish
American Business Chamber Network) with the aim of developing
partnerships in the US and attracting inward investment to Donegal. IABCN
is based in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and promotes the common business
interests of its members by seeking to develop economic and educational
relationships between and among Irish and American members of the
business community. The Strategy Funding Uniy recently took part in an
online webinar with IABCN members called the ‘Global Travel Update’
which focused on the recent White House announcement to end the US
travel ban in early November and included keynote speakers from across
the global travel industry.
Collaboration: Working with our colleagues in Community Development
and Planning Services to progress a range of strategic projects:


A number of RRDF projects were developed and submitted in July
2021.



A number of successfully funded projects from 2020 are also being
developed.

Atlantic Economic Corridor: working with Local Authority partners along
the western coast to progress mutually beneficial projects and initiatives.
The Western Development Commission continue to promote an online
booking engine for hubs www.Connectedhub.ie, the EDU are facilitating
local hubs to sign up to this facility. Fortnightly meetings are continuing to
be hosted by WDC with those on the Connected Hubs Network to share
information and best practice.
Work also continues in developing the Westernjobs.ie website in
partnership with local companies to promote and attract employment

positions along the Atlantic Coast counties.
Concierge Service:
Existing businesses, potential business start-ups or businesses looking to
relocate or wishing to expand and who need advice on accessing a wide
range of Council services and supports, can contact the Business Concierge
Service by email economicdevelopment@donegalcoco.ie. To date this year
there have been 43 queries processed through the system.

Contact Person

Ciaran Martin - ciaran.martin@donegalcoco.ie (086) 8261760
Rosita Mahony – rosita.mahony@donegalcoco.ie (087) 2510128

1.2 Division: Economic Development – Tourism Marketing Unit

Project / Activity Report
Outline of Work

Donegal Tourism Marketing Campaign – Reset, Rediscover and Reconnect
- Domestic Campaign
This campaign is running from 27th September – 8th November 2021
inclusive (6 weeks). This is a domestic marketing campaign, targeting visitors
from across the island of Ireland, to include NI visitors. The primary target
audience for the campaign are in line with Fáilte Ireland identified target
markets. ‘Reset, Reconnect, Rediscover’ is an exhilarating fresh initiative by
Donegal County Council, aimed at inspiring prospective “Staycationers” and
those in need of a well-earned break to sample all that Donegal has to offer.
After what has been an incredibly challenging year for the tourism industry,
Donegal is now well-placed to welcome travellers from across the island of
Ireland once again.
The campaign is using a combination of paid media and digital activity,
including online videos, social media, radio and outdoor advertising. A host
of video footage and stunning photography has been specially
commissioned by Donegal County Council to spearhead this new campaign,
and ongoing collaboration with service providers throughout the county
aims to showcase the richness and diversity of all that is on offer in Donegal.
An exciting new competition will also run in conjunction with the campaign
with several lucky winners being treated to a complementary break in
Donegal this autumn.This campaign will also compliment the ongoing ‘Keep
Discovering’ campaign currently being run by Failte Ireland.
Integrated Campaign Approach:
This campaign is integrated across channels in NI and ROI and includes:
 Regional PR campaign, targeting regional media and travel media
 Digital campaign on the govisitdonegal.com platforms & via Google
Ads
 Facebook Advertising
 Radio – 2fm
 Competition
 100 sightline buses - Dublin, Cork, Galway, Limerick and Waterford
Rural Development (LEADER) Programme
The Tourism team is engaging with Mayo and Sligo to develop a four year
regional international tourism marketing plan, from 2022 to 2025. This will
form part of an application for funding to the LEADER Programme.

North West Tourism Product Development Programme
Grant Support and Mentorship for Tourism Businesses in Donegal – North
West Regional Development Fund (NWRDF)
Donegal County Council and Derry City & Strabane District Council (DCSDC)
are delivering a €100K North West Tourism Product Development
Programme supporting 30 businesses with grants of up to £2,500. Fifteen
businesses in Donegal and a further 15 in Derry are benefitting from the
programme. These businesses are creating bespoke packages that can be
offered on govisitdonegal.com and www.visitderry.com websites for a
marketing campaign that will roll out in Spring 2022.
Events Support
An allocation of £30,000 has been secured from the NWRDF for a Halloween
event in Donegal. The objective of this funding is to extend the tourism
impact of Derry Halloween into the wider region and placing the wider
region on the map.
A two evening family based activity will take place in the recently
redeveloped Swan Park site in Buncrana. The Inishowen Carnival Group has
been commissioned to organise this event. This event will run over the
course of two nights (29 and 30 October). There will be three performances
each night with booking essential to allow for effective crowd control.
Frances Browne Literary Festival
The inaugural Frances Browne festival will take place in East Donegal will run
from 7th to 9th October in Ballybofey, Stranorlar and Raphoe, Co Donegal.
The Festival features a Multilingual Poetry Competition with €2,000 in
competition prizes for poetry in the English, Irish and Ulster Scots Language.
Due to Covid 19 this year’s festival will be a blend of online and in-person
events.
Other festival highlights include:
 Talks and workshops with Anna Carey, a journalist and author of five
books for young adults from Dublin who will give the keynote
address.
 Creative writing workshops:- In English with well-known authors
Denise Blake, Pauline Holland and Averil Meehan. In Irish with author
Dubhán Ó Longáin. In Ulster Scots with Angeline King, Writer in
Residence of Ulster University.
 Activities for primary school children.
 A talk by Dr Brian Lacey in Raphoe.
 A Panel Discussion on Friday 8th Oct will look at how language and

culture shape our concept of home, in the context of Browne's work,
and in our own experience?
 The Awards Ceremony for the Frances Browne Multilingual Poetry
Competition on Friday night in Kee’s Hotel.
 The premier of Shirley Anne Bonner's adaptation of Frances Browne's
Legends of Ulster will be directed by Kieran Quinn at the Balor
Theatre, Ballybofey.
 The Children's Day on Saturday 9th Oct - Street Theatre specialist
Louise Conaghan will entertain children with stories and Jessica
Harkin, a magician, dance, Victorian Street Games and much much
more.
This event is supported by Donegal County Council, Arts Council Ireland, Finn
Valley Voice, Balybofey Stranorlar Chamber of Commerce, Balor Arts Centre
and An Grianán Theatre.
Donegal Tourism Strategy 2021-2025
Tourism Development International has been commissioned to develop a
new 5 year tourism strategy for Donegal County Council. An initial draft
document has been prepared and a second draft is being worked on.
TIDE – Atlantic Network for Developing Historical Maritime Tourism
The objective is to develop a niche historical maritime tourism package for
Atlantic based on connecting & marketing assets from historical period
across different regions. DCC are at the final stages of awarding a contract
to the successful Tender for two VR experiences – Spanish Armada &
Napoleonic era. A Northern West Atlantic Area shared VR experience from
World War 1 will also be promoted in Donegal and is at it’s final stages of
development.
Bundoran Marketing
 Coordination of prize giveaways on radio station competitions.
 Promotion of events in town – September Sessions, live gigs at Great
Northern Hotel and live music in various pubs around the town.
 Updating of website with special offers into autumn season and
other content.
 Preliminary planning for various marketing initiatives for 2022.
 Promotion of Rookie Rippers Surf Event (Sep 18/19) with Bundoran
Surf Co.
Bundoran Tourist Office
 Tourist Office remains open 7 days a week.
 Manned front of house for 2 weeks due to staff holidays.




Currently one TÚS employee working, one volunteer and one
placement student.
Promotion and facilitation of the free weekly Historical Walking Tour.
(tour finishes on September 23rd).

Website and Social Media
Maintaining a social media presence for the town on Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter. Generating content and repurposing other content, particularly
of historical interest.
 Sourcing images for promotion of Bundoran on our Instagram
account and scheduling daily.
 “Bundoran Weekly” Podcast continues to be produced and released
each Friday across our social media channels.
 Instagram account is approaching 5000 likes on the account.
Waterworld/Seaweed Baths
 Marketing for the Seaweed Baths continues into September as the
facility remains open until the last weekend of the month.
 Preliminary planning has begun for the marketing of Waterworld’s
2022 Season.
Other
 Assisting in organisation and promotion of Halloween Event on
October 31st.
 Preliminary discussions with event organisers for potential events in
2022.
 Working with Donegal County Council & Failte Ireland on the outdoor
dining project “Oceanside” at West End Car Park.
 Working with Donegal County Council & Failte Ireland on the
Platforms For Growth Water Sports Facility at Tullan Strand.
Dissemination of information to trade partners re: new Failte Ireland
supports.

Contact Person

Barney Mc Laughlin
Head of Tourism Unit
barney.mclaughlin@donegalcoco.ie
074 9724465

1.3 Division: Economic Development – Trail Gazers Bid Project
Project / Activity Report
Activity / Project
Title.
Activity / Project
Description.
Budget.

Trail Gazers Bid Project.

Outline of Work.

In 2018, Donegal County Council’s Research & Policy Unit successfully led
an application to the Atlantic Area Programme under objective 4.2 ‘
Enhancing natural and cultural assets to stimulate economic development’.
This transnational project is managed by Donegal County Council (Lead
Partner), working with 9 different partners located across Ireland, UK,
France, Spain and Portugal.

‘To quantify the return to the local economy for every euro invested in
walks and recreational trail infrastructure. ‘
€2.6 M

The project sets out to:
 Quantify the impact key strategic investments in walks and
recreational trail infrastructure can have on stimulating rural
communities, using sensors data, counters, surveys of users,
businesses, communities etc.
 Develop and trial a range of practical initiatives and interventions
such as business to consumer initiatives, digital marketing tools etc
to enhance the return.
 Work with communities, businesses and other key stakeholders in
the area to develop community plans and initiatives around the site.
 Develop a range of community trail ambassadors to champion the
sites as catalysts for the development of rural economies.
 Apply the key learning and methodology from our research site –
Inch Levels - to other sites in the county and region through an
extensive capitalisation programme.
SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS:
Website: www.trailgazers.eu
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TrailgazersB
Twitter: twitter.com/hashtag/TrailGazers
Instagram: www.instagram.com/trail.gazers
https://www.linkedin.com/company/trailgazers
#TrailGazers

PROGRESS:
 A ‘Spin and Chat event’ was held at Inch on Saturday 18 th
September as part of Bike Week 2021. Everyone enjoyed a laugh in
glorious sunshine and after the cycle, over an informal lunch,
listened as adventurer, Jason Black, shared his personal journey to
better mental health and the incredible benefits both physically and
mentally of being engaged in mother nature in Donegal. Attendees
also heard from John Meehan, Assistant National Director HSE/Head
of the National Office for Suicide Prevention, who explained all the
recent and relevant research data on how important it is to make
time for exercise and the difference it makes to our bodies and
minds. Bill Vaughan, Mental Health Ireland, took attendees through
his own life experience dealing with mental health issues and
advised on some of the resources available at grass roots level in
Donegal.


‘Get Ireland Walking’ week of celebrations, which finished on the
2nd annual National Walking Day, Sunday 26th September, was
promoted through the TG project. In press releases, social media
and a radio interview walkers were encouraged to come to Inch to
‘Explore for Miles’.



Successful project meetings were held in September including:
(i)
Monthly Coordination meeting – Friday 3rd September;
(ii)
Steering Committee Meeting – Tuesday 21st September;
(iii)
Project Monitoring Committee Meeting – Wednesday 22nd
September.
Work is ongoing in relation to identifying other trail sites and
catchment areas in Donegal that can benefit from the learning and
outputs from Trail Gazers.



Contact Person.

Colin Mc Nulty
086 8057810
cmcnulty@donegalcoco.ie

1.4 Division: Economic Development – Strategic Funding Unit
Project / Activity Report
Title

Outline of Work

Strategic Funding Unit – exploring EU and National Funding
Opportunities that support the objectives set out in the Donegal County
Council Corporate Plan 2020 – 2024
SFU Webinar September 2021
A SFU webinar took place on 8th September and included presentations
from Christopher Parker from the NPA and Liz Gavin from EUR Digital
Village. The webinar is available to watch here and presentations can be
downloaded here. It is also possible to request details of all previous
webinars by e-mailing joyharron@donegalcoco.ie
New ‘Funding in Focus’ Series
The Strategic Funding Unit will be launching a new series of funding
opportunity review webinars called ‘Funding in Focus’ starting with a
full review of the LIFE programme 2021 – 2024, which will be available
in early October. Each month ‘Funding in Focus’ will look at a different
funding programme relevant to the Council’s strategic objectives.
Details will be circulated via the SFU’s e-mail newsletter.
Donegal Town Pier and Diamond Masterplan
Following procurement, Paul Doherty Architects has now been
appointed to develop the Donegal Town Pier and Diamond Masterplan.
Stakeholder engagement has commenced including an online survey
and in person public engagement on the Diamond on 25/09 and /02/10.
A Donegal MD workshop took place on 14th September to update
elected members on progress. A meeting is planned with Fáilte Ireland
on 4th October to seek their input in the production of the Masterplan.
In tandem to the public engagement the SFU is developing an
application to the Government’s Outdoor Public Space Scheme 2021
with a view to applying for €250k to fund new innovative development
work on the Diamond with the aim of having work completed in 2022.
The Masterplan will also cover the pier area and funding for that
element will have to be identified in the future from other sources such
as EU.

Fáilte Ireland Local Authority Weatherproofing & Outdoor Dining
Infrastructure Scheme
The Strategic Funding Unit in collaboration with Discover Bundoran and
local businesses has been successful under the Fáilte Ireland Local
Authority Weatherproofing & Outdoor Dining Infrastructure Scheme for
funding to develop a sheltered outdoor dining and entertainment space

at the West End car park in Bundoran called Oceanside costing
approximately €127k. Fáilte Ireland announced the successful projects
on 9th September. The Community Development Division has also been
successful in securing funding for an outdoor dining project in
Letterkenny. This project will deliver a new facility which will include
both a dining and entertainment space overlooking the Atlantic Ocean
at the West End car park. Donegal County Council will be required to
carry out a part 8 planning application followed by commencement of
capital works procurement for the project which if successful is
expected to be delivered on the ground by 2022 in time for the next
tourist season.
URBACT Playful Paradigm
The Strategic Funding Unit has successfully applied for membership of
the URBACT Playful Paradigm EU wide network which looks at
innovative ways to develop public spaces for a variety of uses. A study
visit to Cork City took place on 21st and 22nd September 2021. This was
an opportunity to learn more about the innovative public space
schemes that have been rolled out in the city. Networking with other
Council’s took place and discussions around outdoor public space
projects were very productive. This network is now sharing expertise
and experiences in relation to the Outdoor Public Space Scheme and
there are plans to explore future funding opportunities within the new
EU programme period. A report on Donegal Town is being produced by
the URBACT team which will inform the Masterplan for Donegal Town
Pier and the Diamond.
NWRA Collaboration on New EU Funds Advice Service
The SFU is working closely with the Management Team at the NWRA
(North West Regional Assembly) in relation to New EU Funds Advice
Service that is in development. This will be a national networking
service to allow for better collaboration and sharing of knowledge on
EU funding across Ireland.
UN Climate Change Conference 2021
Through our membership of AER (Assembly of European Regions),
Donegal County Council SFU applied to join a delegation of EU
representatives that will attend COP26 in Glasgow starting on 31 st
October. COP26 is the UN Climate Change Conference 2021 and this will
be an opportunity to engage with other member states regarding key
issues around climate change adaptation and mitigation. It will also be
an opportunity to develop partnerships and explore potential future
project and funding opportunities that would support our ambitions
around delivering our Donegal Climate Adaptation Strategy.

Project Partnership & Development
The SFU is currently exploring several partnership and project
development opportunities with various network partners/consortiums
in several key areas such as climate change, health/wellbeing,
habitat/species preservation, skills/education and culture.
Other areas of work included:
 EU Funding Programme Reviews
 Participation in project scoping meetings with potential partners
 Participation in EU network meetings such as CPMR, AER etc.
 Funding Needs Analysis of Council Divisions
 Strategic Funding Webinars
 Regular Strategic Funding Newsletters
Contact Person

Joy Harron
Acting Senior Staff Officer
Mobile: +353 (87) 0619360
E-mail: joyharron@donegalcoco.ie

2. Division: Local Enterprise Office
Project/Activity Report
Title

The Local Enterprise Office (LEO)
1.1 The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) as part of the Economic
Development, IS & Emergency Services Directorate, is the
“first stop shop” for anyone planning, starting or growing a
small business in Donegal. The LEO plays a major role in
offering expertise, know-how and financial support to local
small businesses, enabling them to grow and thrive.
Supports available can be categorised under 4 core pillars,
notably Business Advice, Financial, Capability Development,
Enterprise Promotion and Economic & Other initiatives.

Outline of Work

General Overview – Highlights
High level of enquiry from start-ups:
It is very positive to see the level of general enquiries that are being
made by individuals and businesses seeking to start and grow their
business in Donegal. On a daily basis the team in the LEO are engaging
with these enquiries and offering support and guidance where relevant.
Continued Investment by businesses:
There is sustained investment by LEO client businesses as they continue
to grow and develop. 5 Grant Aid Applications were presented to Evac
on 30th of Sept, all successful in securing funding, 4 of the companies
are established businesses.
Creative Coast Website – Successful launch of the new Creative Coast
Website attended by over 70 businesses and stakeholders.
https://creativecoastdonegal.ie/
8 Donegal Producers take home 12 awards at national Blas na
hÉireann awards
Upcoming Activities:
 Donegal Enterprise Awards open for application – prize fund of
€12,000. Closing date for entries is 15th of November, with






awards ceremony planned for 3rd of December.
Ambition – Female Founder Pre-Accelerator starts on 5th
October with 9 participant teams.
Export Development Programme starting on 6th October to
support businesses in reaching new customers.
Group of Engineering businesses will attend National
Manufacturing & Supply Chain Conference & Exhibition, RDS
Simmonscourt – Dublin 23rd & 24th November 2021
Donegal Connect – Start-Up Discussion – 28th October – Online
event to inform those thinking of returning to Donegal of the
supports to start up a business.

Covid Specific Supports: Key Covid specific supports which still active or
being drawn down through the local enterprise office are
Mentoring:
Between 3 and 12 hours of free one-to-one mentoring can be applied
for by any business seeking assistance in addressing COVID -19 issues. It
can be applied via this online link – Online application
Progress: To date in 2021, 74 COVID - Mentoring applications have
been approved. In 2020, 136 mentoring supports were approved.
Covid - Trading Online Voucher Scheme: The Covid specific scheme
was available on applications received up to 31st Dec 2020, the rate of
support was 90% on expenditure up to a value of €2500. This greatly
helped many businesses reach new customers while their physical
business was closed to the public.
Progress:
COVID TOV’s approved 520
Paid out to date - 482 COVID TOV’s to a value of €1,139,477.33
Microfinance Ireland Loan for COVID-19
The COVID 19 Business Loan from Microfinance Ireland (MFI) in
association with the Local Enterprise Office is a government funded
initiative to support small businesses through the current period
of uncertainty and protect job creation/sustainment in Ireland. Loans
up to €25,000 are available with a reduced interest fee of 4.5% as

opposed to 5.5% available, if the application is submitted via the Local
Enterprise Office. Interest Free and Repayment Fee for 6 months is
available. For more information, click here.
Progress: During 2020 25 applications were submitted to MFI via the
Local Enterprise Office of which 15 were approved. In 2021 five
applications have been received and 3 submitted to MFI.
In addition, there is a COVID–19 Working Capital Loan available from
SBCI. This is for eligible businesses impacted by COVID-19. Loans from
€25,000 up to €1.5m will be available at reduced rates (max 4%), with
up to the first €500,000 unsecured. Applications can be made through
the SBCI website https://sbci.gov.ie/
Brexit Specific Supports:
Scorecards and Checklists
Scorecards and checklists are available to assess how a business may be
impacted by Brexit.
Mentoring
One-to-one advice and guidance from an experienced mentor to deal
with Brexit Related issues. The key challenge being raised by businesses
is the increased requirements in dealing with customs related activities
due to Brexit.
Customs Training
Customs change is here and the workshops help businesses adapt.
Hundreds of local businesses have participated in the workshops in
2020 with further Workshops scheduled monthly. 12 participants
attended the latest workshop took place on 29th September with the
next one scheduled for 27th October – bookings taken here.
Brexit Stimulus Package Programmes – Update
The Brexit Stimulus Programmes is made up five core topics as outlined
previously .Further information about programmes is available here. 4
of the five programmes are completed with the Innovation coming to
an end in October, with some final mentoring to be done.

Status
No of Participants
Retail Programme
Training & Mentoring 36 Donegal businesses
Complete
Green for Micro
Phase 1 Complete, 19
phase
one
Phase 2 started.
recipients, 2 of 10
phase 2 applications
received.
Export Programme
Training & Mentoring 9 Donegal businesses.
complete. Final reports
submitted.
Finance Programme
Training & Mentoring 16 Donegal businesses
complete
Innovation Programme Training commenced 8 Donegal businesses.
and initial mentoring
meeting held. Duration
– 6months

Brexit Stimulus Funding & Capability Development
The government awarded brexit stimulus funding to previously grant
aided clients. The clients received funding and the allocation of 3 days
consultancy to help them with a specific need they identified. 41
Donegal businesses have received the allocated funding in 2020/2021.
A number of clients took part in the management development
programmes and are the LEO is now starting to allocating consultants
to the clients to support their needs.

Financial Supports – Measure 1 & Other Financial schemes.
Measure 1 Grant Aid: Details of funding and eligibility can be found via
the LEO website here. Businesses must meet the eligibility criteria and
employing 10 or less people with the potential for employment growth.
 Feasibility/Innovation Funding
Up to 60% of the cost of undertaking a feasibility study on an
innovative new product or service may be considered subject to a
maximum of €15,000
 Priming (Start Up) Grant Aid
Our Priming Funding is designed to assist a micro-enterprise within the

first 18 months of start-up. It covers 50% of eligible costs, subject to a
maximum contribution of €80,000.
 Business Expansion Grant
Our Business Expansion Funding is designed to assist a micro-enterprise
that has been trading for over 18 months. It covers 50% of eligible
costs, subject to a maximum contribution of €80,000.
Progress: To date in 2021, 35 applications have been approved
€887,702 in funding. The next meeting of the Evaluation Committee is
scheduled for 23rd November and we are working with 8 further
applications to prepare them for consideration.
Previously in 2020, 32 grants were approved €769,630 in funding
creating a projected 81 jobs over the 3 year period.
Trading Online Vouchers – 50% Scheme. From 1st January 2021 the
scheme is allocated to the DETE, where businesses can apply for a TOV
to support the development of their online trading. Vouchers will be
available to a maximum value of €2,500 or 50% of eligible expenditure,
whichever is the lesser for those businesses that meet the eligibility
criteria. Applicants must first attend an information session. The next
one is planned 13th October and can be booked here
Progress: 2021 TOV’s 77 Applications to date. 63 Approved to date to a
value of €124,613. 16 Paid out to a value of €31251.00
Technical Assistance for Micro Exporters –
Applicants can apply for a grant of up to €2500 or 50% of eligible
expenditure on activities which are associated with developing their
export sales. Demand for these in 2020 was lower, due to no trade fairs
taking place. Businesses can apply for this to support online
events/activities which are supports international sales development.
Progress – To date for 2021 – 4 applications for TAME have been
received.
Measure 2: Training & Capability Development
A key objective of the LEO is to develop and support the capability and
development of business owners and managers to help sustain and
grow their businesses in Donegal. Due to Covid, much activity is being

delivered online.
Profitnet - Peer Learning for Owner/Managers
Profitnet is a highly successful business development and support
programme which has benefited 180 Donegal businesses to date.
The Engineering Profitnet meeting continues to host online meetings
since the COVID -19 restrictions have been put in place, on a monthly
basis from 7.30am to 10.30am. The next meeting of the group will take
place on the 15th of September.
A new Food Coast Profitnet group has been established with 15
businesses from the food sector, both food production and services
involved. The latest meeting of the group took place on the 1 st
September 2021.
Training
In 2021 to date 1869 participants have availed of training through the
LEO.
 Business Information Session: A Monthly Information
Session/Grant Aid Workshop is held online monthly on the last
Friday of each month.
th
 Start Your Own Business – 4 completed programmes - 5
programme to start on 20th September (evenings), with 18
particiapnts. The next one will start on the 9th November.
 National Green for Micro – SMEs can apply for consultancy to
help review business in relation to green and sustainability
issues to identify savings.
nd
 Lean for Micro - 1 workshop hosted, 2 workshop to be held
November 2021. To date for 2021 - 11 LEAN projects
commenced, a 3 drawing to a close and ready to report. Each
Project has a value of up to €5k for each participating company.
 Digital/Online Sales Online Training – a series aimed at helping
develop online trading capability
o Using Social Media for Business.
o Online Advertising for Business.
o Developing Online Marketing Strategy
 Understanding Export Workshops and Meet the Experts –
procurement process has been completed and contracted will



be awarded. Programme and workshops will start on 6th
October and run over 6 weeks.
Cash Flow Management – due to demand a further workshop
has been added and will take place on the 9th November. Places
can be booked on the LEO website.

AMBITION- Pre Accelerator for Women in Business.
Programme aims to support ambitious female founders to develop
scalable businesses in Donegal. Application process is now complete.
There will be 9 participants starting the formal workshops on 5th
October.

3.0 Enterprise Promotion
To develop the ambition of the county and inspire current and future
entrepreneurs, the LEO actively promotes the idea of setting up a
business in Donegal by sharing news of those in business in Donegal
and hosting events which aim to inspire
Core Annual Promotional Activities:
 Enterprise Awards
 Student Enterprise Awards
 Local Enterprise Week
LEO has presence on a number of social media platforms and aims to
share news of relevant information for small businesses in Donegal as
available.
 LinkedIn
 Facebook – 4900 Followers, 3259 people reached June 21.
 Instagram
 Twitter – 5272 Followers
Donegal Stories
A new Website https://donegalstories.ie/ showcasing some of the Small
Businesses supported by the Local Enterprise Office has been developed.
4.0 Economic & Other Initiatives
The LEO is engaged in a wide range of other initiatives, including;
 Enterprise Europe Network
Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) led up by Donegal County Council and
the Local Enterprise Office is providing unique opportunities to

businesses all over Ireland to make connections and meet
internationally in ways we never thought possible until 2020. Two
virtual meet the buyer events took place earlier this year for the
engineering and food sectors which facilitated almost 1200 one to one
meetings for the attendees. Clients can explore opportunities to attend
other international events, search and post on the profile database
requests and offers in business, technology and research and
development or get information on markets in almost 70 countries
around the world.
Please contact Eileen Kelly, Enterprise Europe Network Coordinator
eileen.kelly@leo.donegalcoco.ie for more information.
 Donegal Diaspora
Ongoing work being done with the Donegal Diaspora network to
establish a number of events to engage the business diaspora. A
number of interviews have taken place with the Ambition 2020
participants who were based abroad to share their experience and
ambition to return to Donegal to set up their businesses.
The awards ceremony is an initiative of the broader Donegal Diaspora
project and has become a highlight of Donegal County Council’s
calendar of events. Enquiries relating to Donegal Diaspora can be
directed to project executive joanne.kilmartin@leo.donegaalcoco.ie
 The Food Coast – Donegal’s Good Food Initiative,
The Food Coast is engaged in a wide range of initiatives to promote,
develop and grow the potential of the Donegal Food sector.
Management Development Programme started 25th of May – 9 owner
managers taking part. Receive training and mentoring.
A Food Starter – second programme planned for September 2021.
Required for any producer hoping to apply for the Food Academy.
Food Academy:
3 Donegal producers currently on trial in 7 local stores – Filligans
(Glenties), Love a Little Sauces (Ballyliffin) and Sinless Snacks
(Buncrana). Call for next national programme sees two more Donegal
businesses being awarded places on the programme – they will attend

online classes before pitching to Supervalu for potential store trial.
Training will start in August 2021.
Food Coast Certification 2021 is now complete, with all businesses
receiving their plaques this and last week. We also distributed branded
face masks, aprons and pens to the successful applicants. There is a
32% increase in the number of businesses being approved from 2020 to
2021.
Donegal Food Producers feature strongly at National Blas na hÉireann
awards:
Now in their 14th year, the Blas na hÉireann awards are the all-island
food awards that recognise the very best Irish food and drink products,
and the passionate people behind them. The biggest blind tasting of
produce in the country, the criteria on which the product is judged as
well as the judging system itself, which was developed by Blas na
hÉireann with the Food Science Dept of UCC and the University of
Copenhagen, is now recognised as an industry gold standard
worldwide.
Products from every county in Ireland were entered into this year’s
competition to win Gold, Silver or Bronze Blas na hÉireann awards in
over 150 food and drink categories, as well as key awards like Supreme
Champion and Best Artisan Producer.
The bronze, silver and gold winners from Donegal across a range of
different categories are:
1. Atlantic Treasures – Gold & Best in County, sponsored by
LEO Donegal
2. Donegal Rapeseed Oil – Gold & Silver
3. Errigal Bay - Bronze
4. Filligans Handmade Preserves - Silver
5. Green Pastures Donegal - Silver & Bronze
6. Love A Little - Bronze
7. Natural Dairies - Gold, Silver & Bronze
8. The Shack - Bronze
 The Creative Coast
A new website for the creative sector was launched on 22 nd of
September, over 70 people attended. Nearly 200 creative businesses
listed on database. Ongoing promotion to encourage additional
creative businesses in Donegal to get listed.

This will be followed by a skills
audit of the sector. The tender for
this work has been issued.
Management Development
programme: Donegal LEO is
managing the roll out of a
management development
programme for creative businesses in the North West – Building a Craft
and Design Enterprise Programme – 18 businesses from the North West
region are participating


Donegal Engineering Cluster
Funding secured for Donegal Engineering Cluster for three year period
and to be launched within next two months. Confirmed commitments
to support and engage from LYIT, ETB, Udaras na Gaeltachta and IDA
Ireland. An initial meeting with engineering businesses in the county
The recruitment process for a co-ordinator has been completed and the
new executive will start in the next month.
First in-person meeting in two years of the Engineering Profitnet group
took place in Letterkenny on 15th September as the request of the
group. Positive for all businesses and will continue in person on 27 th
October, where a visit to LYIT Engineering school will be featured.
Engaged in peer learning group of national & international engineering
cluster managers, to help offer insight and best practice for cluster
management in Donegal


European Programmes – SME related

EIS – Internationalisation of SMES. Approved extension to consider
impact of Covid on SMES and their internationalisation activities. Next
meeting of partners will be online on 9th of September 2021.
PASSPARTOOL – focused on innovation development within SMES and
how to develop the opportunity for this within the partner regions.
SinCE – AFC - objective to enhance the competitiveness of Donegal
based SMEs in the agricultural, fisheries and aquaculture, food & drink
manufacture, and wider food industries by promoting new ideas and

fostering innovative circular opportunities.


Enterprise Plan
Draft of a new 10 year Strategic Enterprise Plan has been completed for
Donegal through consultants, OCO Global. Plan was to be presented at
September council meeting for ratification.
Contact Person

Eve – Anne McCarron, Acting Assistant Head of Enterprise
Local Enterprise Office
074 9160735 |Mobile: 087-7763929
eveanne.mccarron@leo.donegalcoco.ie

LEO Donegal - Performance Metrics

Supports

LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE SUPPORTS 2020
Applications No of
Value of
Submitted
Approvals Approvals

Business Continuity
Vouchers
Trading Online
Vouchers
Mentoring
Measure 1 Grant
Supports
Micro Enterprise
Assistance Fund
TOTAL

678

574

€917,560

Uplift from
2019
(applications)
+678

563

462

€1,116,165

+518

217
38

199
32

€137,294
€529,685

+187
-

12

7

€6,750

+12

1,508

1,274

€2,707,454

1,395

3. Division: Information Systems
Activity / Project Report
Title
Outline of Work

Information Systems COVID-19 Response
The Information Systems Department has implemented a range of
services and solutions to deal with internal staffing and work
rearrangements, remote working solutions as well as solutions for public
information and communications.
A range of planned information systems are being implemented on an
on-going basis, as well as planned networking and communications
infrastructure upgrades.

Budget
Progress to date
within the last
month-inclusive
of current status

Operations Programme
1. Rollout of remote working extended to an additional tranche of
critical staff members.
2. eTenders procurement process completed for the replacement
of the switch network infrastructure that supports the Council’s
Local Area Networks (LAN) and Wide Area Network (WAN).
3. Migration to O365 Statement of Work reviewed and initial test
phase completed.
4. County-wide Network Switch Replacement Project has
commenced with the following sites now completed; The BASE
Enterprise Centre – Stranorlar, Regional Training Centre –
Stranorlar, Water Pollution Laboratory – Stranorlar, Civil
Defence – Stranorlar, Central Library - Letterkenny, Library
Administration Centre – Rosemount, Library Stores –
Magherennan, Letterkenny Fire Station, County Museum, Local
Enterprise Office, Bundoran Branch Library, Gweedore Branch
Library, Buncrana Branch Library, Letterkenny PSC, Milford PSC,
Dungloe PSC, Carndonagh PSC and the new Buncrana Outreach
Office.
5. Infrastructure put in place to facilitate Climate Awareness
Training for all staff during 2021.
6. 4492 online meetings on GoToMeeting to date in 2021, with roll
out of GoToMeeting functionality to 140 different users.
7. Implementation of Rates Grants 2021 (SBASC) Small Business
Assistance Scheme for COVID.
8. Windows 7 to Windows 10 upgrade programme progressing.
9. New hardware deployed to some NRO staff in Donegal Town
and remaining users upgraded to Windows 10.

10. Motor Tax PC’s in PSC’s updated to latest Citrix client.
11. Ongoing configuration of new equipment and devices to
facilitate Window upgrade. Supplier delivery timescales have
deteriorated for high end workstations & laptops.
12. Preparatory work ongoing for the rollout of the national
ePlanning project
13. New temporary Buncrana Outreach Office re-cabled for
corporate network access and staff relocated on Wednesday
June 23rd
14. Phase 1 of the National upgrade of the CORE HR system to v28,
which has been rebranded as People XD, has been completed
15. Handover of the ICT elements of the upgraded Stranorlar WWTP
from the contractor to Information Systems has been
progressed
16. Following extensive a ‘Phishing’ training platform has been
selected for the HR/Training Department with the training of
staff to be commenced in the coming weeks.
17. 165 x staff members now migrated to Office365 platform for
accessing their email and the latest versions of the Microsoft
Office Suite (Word, PowerPoint, Excel & Access).
18. Upgraded all AutoCAD users at HQ Lifford and NRO Donegal
Town to the single-user subscription model allowing them to
access the latest versions of the AutoCAD Suite of products.
19. Preparatory work has commenced for our migration from the
Sierra Library Management System to the new national Library
Management System ‘Spydus’ at the end of March 2022.
20. New Goldrum Water Treatment Plant added to the Corporate
Network
21. 1st Live Stream of Plenary Council Meeting facilitated at AURA
Leisure Centre, Sept 27th.
Systems Programme
22. Ongoing development and support of major online and backend
support systems to facilitate management of the Defective Block
Scheme which opened in 2020.
23. Ongoing upgrade of Dynamics CRM for a number of solutions to
facilitate in house development of mobile applications.
24. Implementation and ongoing support of third-party solution for
PRD Inspections (Private Rented Dwellings).
25. Evaluating submitted IP Telephony tenders. This is a major
tender to replace the current PSTN Lines based Corporate
Telephony with a VOIP unified communication Telephony
system and an upgrade of the current Contact Centre System.

26. Further expansion of the eCouncil SharePoint site to include
additional SPC’s and Statutory Section 183 Notices

GIS Programme
27. Mapping support for Wind Energy variation, Letterkenny
Transport Plan and Letterkenny Housing Capacity, thatched
survey, Casual Trading survey, Knotweed survey, Winter
maintenance service changes and Risk Assessment.
28. Rebranding and reconfiguring of Donegal.maps.arcgis.com Map
Portal.
29. Development of maps to support BuyDonegal campaign 2021

Contact Person

Daragh McDonough – Broadband Officer
dmcdonough@donegalcoco.ie
074 9172450

Activity/Project Update
Title
Outline of Work

Budget
Progress to date
within the last
month-inclusive
of current status

WiFi4EU
WiFi4EU is an EU sponsored initiative to create free public WiFi spaces
within the Digital Single Market. Municipalities across Europe had the
opportunity to apply for a max of 4 Vouchers. DCC were successful in
winning 4 vouchers to the value of €60,000. The Department of Rural &
Community Development will match fund each voucher +€60,000. DCC to
invest additional €30,000 to create budget total of €150,000 or €30,000 per
Municipal District.
Propose to install 75 outdoor public WiFI access points throughout County
Donegal to create centres of public connectivity.
€150,000
Donegal MD: Complete & Signed Off
WiFi installed:
1. Carrick – Byrnes Foodstore
2. Bundoran – Failte Ireland Office
3. Bundoran – Life Guard hut on beach
4. Donegal Town – Discover Ireland Building
5. Donegal Town – Little Mammas
6. Donegal Town – Reveller Bar
7. Dunkineely – Community Centre

8. Glencolumbcille – Byrnes Foodstore
9. Mountcharles – Community Centre
10. Killybegs – Hegartys Centra
11. Kilcar – Aislann Kilcar
12. Killybegs – Harbour Bar
13. Pettigo – Termon Complex

14. Ballyshannon – Bridgend Bar
15. Ballyshannon – Diarmaid Keon
1. Portsalon – Stores Bar
2. Ramelton – Murrays Pharmacy
3. Rathmullan – Building on pier
4. Termon – An Craoibhin
13. Rosnakill – Community Centre
14. Kilmacrennan – Noras Bar
15. Milford – Maple Stores
Project launched in Stranorlar MD on Friday 17th

Project Targets
for the next
monthly
reporting period
Contact Person

Submit co-financing application to Department of Rural and Community
Development for all completed 4 voucher areas.
Publicity material posted to every premises
Daragh McDonough – Broadband Officer
dmcdonough@donegalcoco.ie
074 9172450

Activity/Project Update
Title
Outline of Work

NBP – National Broadband Plan
The NBP was signed by Government in November 2019 and will deliver High
Speed Broadband to all rural Premises as defined in the Amber areas of the
National Broadband Plan Map. The NBP will invest €135m in fibre
infrastructure in County Donegal over the 7 years of the rollout and will
connect 32,130 premises.
National Broadband Ireland (NBI) is the consortium which will deliver the
network and the NBP contract is managed by the Department of
Communications, Climate Action and Environment.
Liaison with NBI is through the Broadband Officer in Donegal County Council
and the Department of Rural and Community Development.
Early implementation of the NBP in 2020 will see the rollout of Community
Broadband Connection Points (BCP’s). These centres will act as locations
where High Speed Broadband is available in a local community setting or
strategic site until the NBP Fibre is implemented.
During 2021 NBI will be carrying out route proofing and surveying in
preparation for the main fibre rollout.

Budget
Progress to date Broadband Connection Points: BCP
 Amharclann Ghaoth Dobhair: Complete
within the last
 An tSean Scoil Málainn Bhig: Complete
month-inclusive
 Comharchumann Oileáin Thoraí: Complete
of current status
 Cranford Community Centre: Complete
 Errigal training Centre Falcarragh: withdrawn
 Fort Dunree: Complete
 Glenveagh NP: Complete
 Leghowney Community Hall: Complete
 Malin Head: Complete
 Meenreagh Hostel: Complete
 Ranger Station Sliabh Liag: Complete
 Ray Community Centre: Complete
Surveying complete at Carrowmenagh. Initial results are unfavourable and
looking at an alternative backhaul route.
Progressing Access Cinema facilities at Tory Island BCP through Connected
Hubs funding
Progressing Digital Skills with Camara Ireland and Microsoft Dream Space

with Ray Community Centre BCP
Furniture Tender issued for Connected Call Hubs
A/V and ICT quotations sought for Connected Call Hubs
Planning permission secured for renovations at MalinBeg Sean Scoil Hub.
NBI Surveying started on 5 Islands, Tamney Deployment Area & StJohnston
Deployment Area.
NBI submitted pre consultation review for Section 254 Licence Application
for New Poles in the Letterkenny Deployment Area. Extensive review carried
out by road engineers and comments returned to NBI.
Successful launch of the BASE digital hub with Minister for Rural &
Community Development Heather Humphreys TD.

Project Targets
for the next
monthly
reporting period

Progress eHealth on TORY island project – Tender for “pod” building to be
issued jointly with Mayo CoCo.
Evaluate tenders for connected Hubs
Issue Tender for Malinbeg renovation works.
Liaise with NBI and DCC Service on Section 254 review and application

Contact Person

Daragh McDonough – Broadband Officer
dmcdonough@donegalcoco.ie
074 91 72450

4. Division: Emergency Service – Fire Service
Activity / Project Report:
Number of:
(August)*

Total for
year

Fire Brigade incidents within County Donegal**:

77

506

Mobilisations (by Donegal Fire Service Brigades)**:

82

550

Mobilisations into Donegal (by NI Fire & Rescue Service
(NIFRS))**:

7

66

Fire Safety Certificate applications received:

11

116

Fire Safety Certificates waiting to be assessed:

16

N/A

Fire Safety Certificate applications assessed by Fire Officer and
waiting for Further Information from Applicant / Agent:

44

N/A

Fire Safety Certificate decisions made:

11

75

Applications for Dangerous Substance Licences received:

0

2

Dangerous Substance Licences issued:

0

1

Form of notice received under the Explosives Act, 1875:

2

0

Inspections and Auditing carried out (Fire Services Act 1981 &
2003, Annual Licensing, DSA 1972, Explosive Stores, Pyrotechnics,
BCA 1992 & 2007):

27

61

Fire Safety Complaints received:

2

9

Fire Safety Complaints dealt with:

2

7

During Performance Inspections carried out:

0

0

Fire Safety awareness presentations delivered:

0

4

Activity

* Current data only available up to end of August 2021.
** Provisional Figures.

ENVIRONMENT REPORT – October 2021
WASTE AND LITTER MANAGEMENT
Activity /
Project Title
Project
Description/
Activity

Soft Plastic Waste, that is clean, dry and loose can now be placed in Household Recycling Bins

All plastic packaging waste - including soft plastic - can now be placed in household recycling
bins as long as it is clean, dry and loose.
Soft plastics have been added to the household recycling list due to advancements in technology
at Irish recycling facilities. This is welcome news as we work to reach EU recycling targets.
Currently in Ireland we recycle less than a third of all plastic packaging waste. We have
committed to increasing our plastic packaging recycling figure to 50% by 2025 and 55% by 2030.
This development is also part of the effort to fulfil commitments in relation to plastic packaging
recycling as outlined in the Government’s Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy.
All permitted waste collection companies are now accepting soft plastic packaging waste that is
placed clean, dry and loose into the recycling bin. For a detailed list of the materials that are
now accepted in the household recycling bin see mywaste.ie.
Contact
Person

Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer
suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie

Activity /
Project Title

Minister Ossian Smyth TD Launches Reuse Month - October 2021
Reuse Month demonstrates the hidden value in our discarded items

Project
Description/
Activity

During Reuse Month communities and individuals around Ireland will come together to learn
how one person’s unwanted item could be another person’s treasure.
In October there are nationwide initiatives that will highlight how to reuse everyday items and
materials that would otherwise go to waste. It aims to inspire and empower individuals to see
the value in items they might usually choose to discard. Throughout the month there will be free
workshops on an array of subjects such as teaching people how to remake their favourite piece
of clothing, how to transform an old piece of furniture and even how to make a lamp from
an empty glass bottle. Ireland’s local authorities are also showing their support for Reuse Month
with numerous regional events planned.
Reuse Month is celebrating six years of demonstrating how value can be found in everyday
items and bringing awareness to Ireland’s growing Circular Economy. It is a waste prevention
initiative that was developed by Ireland's three Waste Management Planning Offices, Connacht
Ulster, Eastern Midlands and Southern Region. The flagship events will take place on October
7th, October 14th, and October 21st 2021 and all Reuse Month events are free of charge
including interactive workshops, video tutorials, how-to guides and information campaigns.
For a full list of events and to book a place in any of the workshops or other events
visit www.mywaste.ie

Contact
Person

Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer
suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie

Activity /
Project Title

Strong Sturdy Bikes Wanted!
Letterkenny Rotary Club’s Annual School Bikes Africa Appeal

Project
Description
/Activity

Once again, Letterkenny Rotary Club is delighted to announce the opening of their annual
School Bikes Africa Appeal in conjunction with Donegal County Council and Bryson Recycling.
The annual appeal is being launched this October to coincide with the National Reuse month.
As in previous years, bicycles suitable for refurbishing should be strong and sturdy, mountain
bike style, have minimum 24” wheel size and mountain bike type tyres. Racer style bikes are not
sought as part of this collection. Suitable bikes can be dropped off at any of the Council’s six
Recycling Centres (Laghey, Dungloe, Carndonagh, Stranorlar, Letterkenny & Milford).
Please check your local centre for opening hours, visit
www.brysonrecycling.org.

www.donegalcoco.ie or

‘While only certain sizes and caliber of bikes are appropriate, the local drop off points make
collection so much easier, and now with the added bonus of additional storage capacity and the
transport to Loughan House being handled by the Irish Army, we are certainly making great
progress as our anticipated capacity has now also been increased accordingly’, says President Ed
Wickes of Letterkenny Rotary Club. Donegal is now one of eleven counties involved in this
national appeal throughout Ireland.
Donated bicycles will be transported by the Irish Army to Loughan House, Co. Cavan one of the
Irish Open Prison Centres, where the prisoners there will refurbish them prior to being shipped
off to The Gambia. To date, Rotary have transported approximately 5000 bikes to Africa, and the
Irish Prison Service through Loughan House has been involved from the outset.
Rotary Ireland has expanded its commitment to collecting, refurbishing and delivering unwanted
bikes to school children in Africa giving them the chance of a better life and open up many more
opportunities. As many have to travel long distances to and from school, often in searing
temperatures and doing this on foot can be difficult at best, so having a bike can make a huge
change for the pupil and family alike as it can be utilised in other ways to help out their
communities.

While providing these children with bikes for school, Rotary are also helping those much closer
to home, namely the prisoners at Loughan House Open Centre Co. Cavan who are also getting
the chance of furthering their own education. Their participation in this project allows them to
study for a City & Guilds FETAC Bike Mechanics course which ultimately will help with their own
rehabilitation into society and perhaps aid their job prospects in the long term, as well as the
satisfaction of working on such a worthwhile charitable project.
Suzanne Bogan Waste Awareness Officer with Donegal County Council said “This is a great
initiative to be involved in and it fits perfectly with the aims and ethos of Reuse month. We
were delighted with the opportunity to continue our involvement with Rotary and this
campaign, as it is such a positive one. The Council were successful in a funding application under
the Anti-Dumping Initiative which will allow for the collection of a greater number of suitable
bikes at each of the Council’s six Recycling Centres. The additional funding under the AntiDumping Initiative will allow for the extension of this initiative beyond October. It is important
that people take note of the type of bikes requested once again this year;





strong sturdy bikes that can withstand rough terrain,
bikes to suit both primary and secondary level students, with a minimum of 24” wheel
size,
in reasonable repair
and having mountain bike type tyres.

For information on the opening times for your local Recycling Centre visit www.donegalcoco.ie
or https://www.brysonrecycling.org/donegal-recycling-centres/

Contact
Person

Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer
suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie

Activity /
Project Title

Project
Description
/Activity

Reuse in the Garden Online Workshop
Thursday 28th October @ 1pm
Register for this free online workshop on Eventbrite - https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/reuse-in-thegarden-tickets-179911519197
Join in for a live session where Joanne from OURganic Gardens will be back to show us how she makes
compost from food waste and how she uses her wormery at home. The workshop will last approximately
1hr and will include a Q & A session.

Contact
Person

Activity /
Project Title
Project
Description/
Activity

Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer
suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie

My Waste – Upcycle Challenge Reminder - Closing Date 15th October 2021
The Upcycle Challenge 2021 has been launched and there are €6,000 worth of prizes to be won across
eight categories.
To find out more information and to submit a completed application by the 15th of October log on to
https://www.mywaste.ie/upcycle-challenge21/
Both Killybegs and The Rosses Men’s Sheds have had great success in the past number of years winning
prizes in the Mens Shed category.

GROUP WATER SCHEMES

Activity /
Project Title
Project
Description/
Activity

County Donegal Group Water Scheme Sector

Donegal has a considerable high number of Group water Schemes (GWS) within our rural water sector.
The status of Donegal’s GWSs is listed below;
• 357 no. Public GWS’s receiving their water from Irish Water
• 4 no. Private GWS’s serving more than 50 consumers
• 20 no. Private GWS’s serving less than 50 consumers

Contact
Person

Pauric Feely, Assistant Engineer
pauric.feely@donegalcoco.ie

Activity /
Project Title
Project
Description/
Activity

Group Water Scheme Takeovers
Group Water Scheme Takeover Requests
There are 78 GWS’s which have submitted takeover requests to Donegal County Council. This is an
increase in 5 since the previous update in October 2020. The number of GWSs that have requested
takeover amounts approximately 20% of the overall total of GWSs within the county. Although this
figure appears low there are a large number of orphan GWSs where the promoter or trustees are no
longer active.
Donegal County Council is represented on a working group examining issues in relation to the taking in
charge of orphan GWSs. Donegal County Council has commenced a pilot process which provides an
alternative pathway for these orphan schemes to be taken over. The promoters or trustees of any
group water scheme that wishes to be considered for takeover should do so by writing to the Rural
Water Liaison Officer, Donegal County Council, County House, Lifford or by emailing
ruralwater@donegalcoco.ie.
Criteria for GWSs to be Eligible for Takeover
In order for GWSs to be eligible for takeover they must comply with technical, legal and financial
requirements set down in circular letter WSP01 16. The takeover of a GWS is potentially a lengthy
process in that all aspects of the GWS must be examined so as to ensure that they satisfy the standards
set out by Irish Water.
Resourcing
Donegal County Council have been successful in securing additional funding from the Department of
Housing, Local Government and Heritage to employ additional staff within the Council’s Rural Water
Section in order to expedite the formal takeover process of GWSs. These staff, a Technician Grade 2
and an Executive Engineer, have been in post since 30th April 2018 and 19th November 2018
respectively following the completion of recruitment processes. An Assistant Engineer was added to
the Rural Water team on 2nd March 2020 to assist with the Takeover Programme. A Senior Executive
Engineer has been put in place since August 2020 to oversee the Rural Water Section.

GWS Takeover Project – Works to date
Works completed by the GWS Takeover Team to date have included;





an extensive desktop exercise reviewing and cataloguing GWS files for more than 300 GWS;
examining the works required on a large number of schemes that have requested takeover;
Liaising with promoters and trustees on a number of schemes that have requested takeover.
GWS takeover team have engaged with 66% (52 of 78) of GWSs that have formally requested
takeover and commenced the takeover process.

In order to expedite the takeover process it was necessary to prioritise the order of GWSs the Takeover
Team will engage with first. A priority list was developed and it sets out four focus area as below:
Priority 1 - GWSs with active committee members who are applying for annual subsidies and do not
have any wayleaves or land transfer requirements
Priority 2- GWSs with active committee members who are not applying for annual subsidies and do not
have any wayleaves or land transfer requirements
Priority 3- GWSs with active committee members who are applying for annual subsidies and have
wayleaves or land transfer requirements
Priority 4- GWSs with active committee members who are not applying for annual subsidies and have
wayleaves or land transfer requirements
18 schemes have progressed to the point whereby they have been submitted to Irish Water for
Takeover review. The list below shows which schemes from Appendix A have been submitted to Irish
Water for review;

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

GWS Name
Cappry Lane
Meenalaught
Lagnalore/ Meenahorna
Cloughroe
Tirhomin
Labbadish/ Drumoghill
Brea Road
Glengad Mountain
Ballymacgroarty
Rath/Lisminton
Lurgan
Teelin
Driminardagh
Owenteskna
Lisahully
Meenlaragh No. 2
Loughros Point
Lochnanoran

Location
Ballybofey
Killygordan
Glenfin
Drumkeen
Milford
Drumoghill
Bridgend
Malin
Ballintra
Ballintra
Ballintra
Carrick
Donegal Town
Meenaneary
Ballyshannon
Gortahork
Ardara
Annargy

Municipal District
Lifford Stranorlar
Lifford Stranorlar
Lifford Stranorlar
Lifford Stranorlar
Letterkenny
Letterkenny
Inishowen
Inishowen
Donegal
Donegal
Donegal
Donegal
Donegal
Donegal
Donegal
Glenties
Glenties
Glenties

Status
Submitted to IW
Submitted to IW
Submitted to IW
Submitted to IW
Submitted to IW
Submitted to IW
Taken Over
Submitted to IW
Taken Over
Taken Over
Taken Over
Taken Over
Submitted to IW
Submitted to IW
Submitted to IW
Submitted to IW
Submitted to IW
Submitted to IW

In the coming months continued engagement with promoters and trustees of GWSs that have applied
for takeover will continue, however, the impact of Covid 19 has limited the amount of contact GWSs
could have with their members. This had a direct impact on the progress of takeover applications due
to the limited the opportunity to obtain the required consent of two-thirds their members by means of
a signature. Members will be advised of progress in further updates given via the Municipal District
Meetings.

Activity /
Project Title
Project
Description/
Activity

Orphan Schemes
An Orphan scheme is defined as any scheme where there is no active committee and where the
emergency and maintenance works are carried out by Donegal County Council on behalf of Irish Water.
Donegal County Council is part of a pilot programme to commence the takeover of these types of
schemes. Irish Water has agreed to review 10 schemes from each county involved in this pilot
programme. This list below sets out the parameters for which Irish Water will consider takeover for
these schemes;








less than 10 connections
two-thirds of the GWS members have signed consent for IW takeover
no wayleaves on scheme
no land transfers on scheme
no pumping on scheme
no reservoirs
no debt

The desk study of all 1104 GWSs within the county was utilised to identify all orphan scheme within the
county. 295 GWS were classified as orphan through this process. These 295 scheme were investigated
further to identify GWSs with less than 10 connections. 158 GWSs were identified after this review. A
detailed analysis of each scheme is currently being conducted to establish if these schemes meet
additional parameters set out by Irish Water as mentioned above. All 158 schemes have been
reviewed and 37 schemes have been deemed to meet the criteria set out by the programme. These 37
schemes will be checked on site to confirm if conditions match the desk study.
DCC were only one of two Local Authorities that met the target of submitting 10 Orphan Scheme to IW.
On this basis, DCC were granted a further 10 Orphan Scheme that could be submitted under this pilot
programme. Thus far, 12 schemes as listed below have been submitted to Irish Water and confirmed as
taken over. A further 5 schemes have been submitted to IW for review.
GWS Name
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Ballinaboe
Carnowen Road
Corraine No. 2
Dooras
The Roughan
Creevy
Clontyseer
Springhill
Fallask
Glebe Road
Carronamaddy
Clonkillymore
Pluck/ Aughlihard
Gortnaskeagh
Rathmullan Coastguard
Grail Craugheyboyle
Sandfield

Location

Municipal
District
Clonmany
Inishowen
Raphoe
Lifford Stranorlar
Ballybofey
Lifford Stranorlar
Ballindrait
Lifford Stranorlar
Lifford
Lifford Stranorlar
Ballyshannon
Donegal
Ballyshannon
Donegal
Quigley’s Point
Inishowen
Drumfreis
Inishowen
Burt
Inishowen
Burt
Inishowen
Termon
Letterkenny
Mannorcunningham Letterkenny
Kilmacrennan
Letterkenny
Rathmullan
Letterkenny
Annagry
Glenties
Ardara
Glenties

Status
Taken Over
Taken Over
Taken Over
Taken Over
Taken Over
Taken Over
Taken Over
Taken Over
Taken Over
Application with IW
Application with IW
Taken Over
Taken Over
Taken Over
Application with IW
Application with IW
Application with IW

We have commenced the takeover application process for a further 13 schemes using the criteria of
this programme. The final 3 schemes required to meet our target of 20 schemes are in progress and
should be complete in the coming months. The remaining schemes that have commenced are in
preparation for our next allocation after we achieve our current target.

Contact
Person

Pauric Feely, Assistant Engineer
pauric.feely@donegalcoco.ie

Activity /
Project Title
Project
Description/
Activity

Multi Annual Rural Water Programme 2019-2021

A number of GWSs received funding under the Multi Annual Rural Water Programme under
various measures. A summary of progress is listed below:
Measure
Source
Protection

GWS
Dunlewey

Funding
€3,200

Public Health
Compliance

Tory
Island

€262,861 To ensure compliance
with Drinking Water
Regulations

Treatment System to be
trialled on site in coming
months

Townawill
y

€38,500

To ensure compliance
with Drinking Water
Regulations

Sedimentation filter and
UV systems replaced.
Ongoing monitoring for
THM compliance

Townawill
y

€15,300

To improve Operation
efficiency of GWS

Awaiting confirmation
from GWS to progress

Dunlewey

€68,000

To carry out pipeline
replacement works

Awaiting confirmation
from GWS to progress

New Group
Water Schemes

Dunlewey
Extension

€661,900 Extend the GWS to
serve Dunlewey

Awaiting confirmation
from GWS to progress

Transition of
Existing GWS to
IW

Multiple
GWSs

€699,299 Funding to upgrade
GWSs to IW Standards

Takeover programme as
described above

Community
Connections

Goland

€108,470 To provide funding to
Connect to IW
Network

Application with IW.
Awaiting Connection
Offer

Glenalla

€315,000 To provide funding to
Connect to IW
Network

Preparation of application
for 55 households

Enhancement of
Existing
Schemes

Contact
Person

Pauric Feely, Assistant Engineer
pauric.feely@donegalcoco.ie

Purpose
To install a barrier
around the source

Current Status
Fencing has been installed
on site.

Activity /
Project Title
Project
Description/
Activity

Multi Annual Rural Water Programme 2022-2024

Contact
Person

Pauric Feely, Assistant Engineer
pauric.feely@donegalcoco.ie

The promoters or trustees of any group water scheme that wishes to be considered for an application
under the Multi Annual Rural Water Programme 2022-2022 should do so by writing to the Rural Water
Liaison Officer, Donegal County Council, County House, Lifford or by emailing
ruralwater@donegalcoco.ie.

Municipal District of Donegal
12th October 2021
1.

Town & Village Renewal – Donegal MD




Donegal Town
Glencolmcille
Rossnowlagh

2. Town & Villages Accelerated Measures




Bundoran- Round 1
Donegal Town- Round 2
Frosses - Round 3

3. Playground Maintenance
4.

Sliabh Liag Development Project

5.

Leader/RDP Programme Update

6. Walks & Trails

Activity / Project Update: October 2021
Activity / Project Title
Project
Description/Activity

2018 T&V Renewal – Donegal Town
Enhancements & Development Works
Works consists of:
1.
2.
3.

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Provision of a footpath
Provision of lining trail markings / App
Installation of interpretative panels / signage

€100,000 – Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 25,000 – Own Resources
Current Status:
 A number of meetings have been held with Donegal Chamber
of Commerce to finalise the details of the project including the
options available to deliver the various elements of the
project.


Letter of Offer has been issued out to Group, signed and
returned.



Design of the proposed footpath is currently been progressed
and will be tendered in Q1 of 2021.



Designs and procurements are underway for the other
elements of the project.



Tender assessment complete, successful contractor to be
appointed.



Following further consideration it is now proposed that
footpath proposal at this time be deferred pending future
development of adjacent lands



Further engagement with the Department in relation to the
overall project

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Municipal District:_Donegal

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172493
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: October 2021
Activity / Project Title

2019 T&V Renewal – Glencolmcille

Project
Description/Activity

Enhancements & Development Works
Works consists of:
 Development of a Town Plan
 Upgrade existing footpaths
 Provision of directional and interpretative signage
 Provision of a bus shelter

Budget (if applicable)

€100,000 – Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 25,000 – Own Resources

Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Current Status:
 A number of meetings have been held with the community
group for the area to finalise the details of the project
including the options available to deliver the various elements
of the project.
 Letter of Offer has been issued out to Group, signed and
returned.
 Designs of the proposed works are currently underway and
will be presented to the community group.
 The group are have procured an architect/designer to
progress the design and to prepare tender documents for a
number of elements of the scheme.
 Works designed and currently out to tender.
 Tender evaluation report complete and successful contractor
identified.
 Site meeting with successful contractor.


Construction to commence on site.

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172493
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: October 2021
Activity / Project Title
Project
Description/Activity

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

2019 T&V Renewal – Rossnowlagh
Enhancements & Development Works
Works consists of:
1. Provision of a Traders Hub
2. Provision of a Sheltered Community/shared meeting area
3. Provision of Street Furniture & landscaping
4. Upgrade existing paths
5. Development of playground
€100,000 – Department of Rural & Community Development
€25,000 – Own Resources
€100,000- Peace IV Action Plan
Current Status:
 A number of meetings have been held with the community
group for the area to finalise the details of the project
including the options available to deliver the various elements
of the project.
 Design of the proposed works completed and presented to the
community group.
 The Part 8 planning application was approved by Members at
the May Monthly meeting of Donegal county Council. The
designs and tender documents for the Rossnowlagh
playground and Town & Village works are complete and
approved by the SEUPB.
 Tender evaluation report complete and successful contractor
identified.
 Meeting with successful contractor, contractor notified DCC
that a lead time of 17 weeks for supply of materials to
construct the works.
 Contractor appointed to carry out works.
 Commence construction on site (dependant on supply of
materials).
Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172493
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: October 2021
Activity / Project Title

2020 T&V Accelerated Measures Round 1 – Bundoran

Project
Description/Activity



Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the
next Bi-monthly /
quarterly reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Project proposal provides for a marketing campaign to
promote Bundoran as a domestic holiday destination for
the remainder of the year
€17,990.46– Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 2,008.48 – Own Resources
Current Status:
 Application submitted to Department in early July in
amount of €19,998.94
 Campaign will consist of Radio advertising to at least 8
local radio stations advertising Bundoran for the
shoulder season of September and October
 Social media advertising campaign generally using
Facebook and instagram to target 4 key audiences for
Bundoran, families, young couples, adventure seekers
and golden years
 Funding granting in early August
 A number of marketing campaigns have been
completed now that Covid-19 restrictions are lifting.
All works complete.
Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Three Rivers Centre
Tel: 074-9172493
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: October 2021
Activity / Project Title

2020 T&V Accelerated Measures Round 2 – Donegal
Town

Project
Description/Activity



Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the
next Bi-monthly /
quarterly reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Project proposal to establish an outdoor food market,
providing a safe place to meet, to shop within social
distancing whilst building on the brand identity of Donegal
Town as a foodie destination
€25,000– Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 2,780 – Own Resources
Current Status:
 Application submitted to Department in August in
amount of €27,780
 Provides for the purchase of 8 no 6ft foldable tables
for vendors, 4 sets of cafe style tables and stackable
chairs to allow for 16 chairs
 The supply and fit of 21m awning with Donegal ‘foodie
destination’ branding
 Funding granting in early September
 Letter of offer issued to the local group in mid
September
 Group have procured the awnings for the food market
 Site Meeting with Group and Area Roads


Further engagement required with the Department in
relation to the project delivery

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Three Rivers Centre
Tel: 074-9172493
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: October 2021
Activity / Project Title
Project
Description/Activity

2020 T&V Accelerated Measures Round 3 – Frosses
Enhancements & Development Works
Works consists of:





Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

The
The
The
The

purchase of a marquee
supply and fit of 2 no fixed seats as resting stations
provision of external waterproof sockets
supply and fit of a covered bicycle stand.

€10,555 – Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 1,055 – Own Resources
Current Status:


Letter of Offer has been issued out to Group, signed and
returned.



Procurements are complete for all elements of the project.



Tender assessment complete, successful contractor(s) to be
appointed in coming weeks.



Contactor(s) have commenced construction on site.



All works complete.

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172493
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: October 2021
Activity / Project Title

PLAYGROUNDS MAINTENANCE 2020/2021

Project
Description/Activity

Annual maintenance of Playgrounds
1. Glencolmcille.
2. Mall Park, Ballyshannon.
3. Mall Park Outdoor Gym, Ballyshannon.
4. Waterworld Playground, Bundoran.
5. St. John Bosco, Donegal Town
6. Kilcar Playground.
7. Killybegs Playground.

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

€5,961.10 (incl. VAT)
1. Works consists of:
 Replacement of broken and damaged equipment.
 Replace worn safety tiles and remove trip hazards.
 Grease all equipment that contains bushes, bearings ,
shackles, etc.
 Carry out repairs along edges of safety surfaces.
Current Status:
 Annual Rospa Inspection Reports have been completed with
necessary repairs identified.
 Quick Quotes tender requests issued on 22nd January 2020
with a closing date of 19th February 2021.
 Tenders assessed March 2021.
 Annual Maintenance Tender awarded to Murphy Playground
Services Ltd.
 Contractor has commenced works on the various playgrounds
throughout the county.

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
bi-monthly/quarterly*
reporting period



Continue repair works

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172493
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal
Activity / Project Update: October 2021
Activity / Project Title
Project
Description/Activity

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within
the last quarter inclusive of current
status

Project Targets for the
next bimonthly/quarterly*
reporting period

Contact Person
(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Sliabh Liag Development Project
The project has included the development of a Visitors Centre, Ranger
Station and toilets, 2.5km of mountain paths works together with road
improvement works from Carrick Village which represents a total
investment of approx €5m
The visitors centre opened to the public in May 2019 following the
official opening. An operations manager was appointed in March 2019
together with 3 support staff since the summer of 2019.
Visitor Management within the site requires the introduction of Car
parking Bye-Laws to control traffic movement. The Council following a
resolution of Donegal Municipal District Members initiated the
procedure for making bye-laws (in accordance with Section 101(7) of
the Road Traffic Act 1961, as amended) at the car parks in Sliabh Liag
in November 2019. The closing date for submissions was 23rd
December 2019 with 55 no submissions being received. The
submissions are currently being considered by the Council with a view
to bringing a report to the Donegal Municipal Meeting later in 2020.
The centre closed to the public in March due to the Covid 19
pandemic. The centre re-opened to the public on June 29th in
compliance with of the Covid 19 Roadmap. Huge numbers have visited
Sliabh Liag during July and August which did give rise to serious
traffic/parking issues. A workshop with Members was held in October
in relation to the Car Parking Bye-Laws.
The visitor management system was implemented on July 10th with a
shuttle bus service operating every 20 minutes from the visitors
centre. This system has worked well eliminating the traffic congestion
experienced in the summer of 2020 resulting in a much enhanced
experience for the visitor. The shuttle bus service ceased operation on
October 3rd, 2021. There was also significant usage at the car park at
the Ranger station where visitors paid the appropriate charge and
walked to the cliffs.
Paddy Doherty
Community & Planning Services
Station Island, Lifford

Municipal District: Countywide

Activity / Project Update- October 2021
Activity / Project Title

Rural Development Programme/LEADER

Activity / Project
Description

Donegal Local Community and Development Committee are the
Local Action Group for County Donegal, with responsibility for
the LEADER/Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 &
Transitional LEADER Programme 2021-2022
€13,413,875 (Additional funding received 2019)
Note: Project costs €10,063,586, administration and animation
costs €3,350,289

Budget

Transitional Programme

Progress to date within the
last two months-inclusive of
current status

Project Targets for the next
bi-monthly reporting period

Contact Person

1st April 2021 – 31st December 2022
€2,861,598 project costs
€ 953,866 for Administration & Animation.
There are 4 Implementing Partners within the county; Donegal
Local Development Company (DLDC), Inishowen Development
Partnership (IDP), Údarás Na Gaeltachta and Comhar na
nOileán, who are rolling out the LEADER Transitional
programme on behalf of the LAG (Local Action Group). The
LEADER Transitional programme is effective from 1st April 2021
and runs until 31st December 2022. €45 million is allocated
nationally for the Transitional Programme and €20 million from
the EURI programme.
13 projects in Donegal are now approved by Pobal under the
Transitional programme and Letters of Offer have issued/are
pending, granting LEADER funding to a value of €274,894.
The next LCDC/LAG meeting will be held on 19th Octoberr 2021.
Monthly Evaluation Committee meetings will continue to be
held to progress projects to LCDC/LAG stage and the LDCs will
continue to engage with promoters on the ground to develop
and assess potential applications and to promote the
Transitional LEADER programme.
Seamus Canning 074 9172597. seamusc@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update No.8
Activity / Project Title

October 2021
Donegal Walks and Trails

File:
Project
Description/Activity

Maintenance, development and promotion of walks &
trails in Donegal including cycle routes and Greenways.

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

Glencholmcille
Ref the Tender for Bealach na Gaeltachta (ORIS 2019)
we received three completed documents on or before
12noon on 30th July. They are currently been reviewed
with hope to appointing the suitable contractor by end of
September.
ORIS 2021
An application was submitted for Creevy, Ballyshannon
under Measure 1 of ORIS 2021. We wish to advise that
the decision of any awarded funds will not be announced
until early January 2022.

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period




Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Continue with site visits and maintenance to trails.
Site inspections with Sport Ireland Outdoors

Darryl Connor (Outdoor Recreational Development Officer)
0873613811
dconnor@donegalcoco.ie

Donegal MD Meeting
12th October 2021
Item
1 Development
Applications
(1) Statistics

Update

Donegal MD Totals Year to End August 2021:
Applications received
352
Granted
259
Refused
8
Deferred
65
Decided in under 2 months
200
Invalid
54
Applications to End December 2021

20
Invalid

57
54
54

105

116
Decisions < 56 days

62
Deferred
65

185
218
166
200

Stranorlar
Letterkenny
Inishowen

142
141
106

Glenties

10
17
25
7
8

Refused

Donegal

151

274

Granted

264
259

321

198

403

Apps Recd

322
352
0

100

200

300

400

467

500

2 Enforcement
Donegal MD
New Cases
Closed Cases
Outstanding cases on record
since 2012
3 Notes &
Monthly
Schedule

August
5
2
165

Please note pre planning clinics during the Covid-19
restrictions are on a telephone call only basis between
09.30am and 12.30pm on the dates outlined below.
Planning Clinics:
13th October
27th October
10th November
24th November

4 Regeneration
Report
5 Building
Control &
Taking in
Charge
Community
Development
& Planning
Services
6 Central
Planning Unit
(1)
Letterkenny
Plan and
Local
Transport
PLan
(2) County
Development
Plan 20182024 (CDP
2018-2024)

(3) Casual
Trading
Review

Please see website for further dates.
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/planningclinics/
See Appendix A
No Report

No further updates other than to note that the programme of
workshops with Members is continuing across Q3 of 2021.

Wind Energy Policy and Proposed Variation
At the last round of MD meetings, Members were advised that
it was hoped to arrange MD-level Workshops towards the end
of September to enable Members to examine the proposed
wind energy mapping at the MD level. Members are advised
that it was not possible to arrange these intended workshops
due to the mapping taking longer than expected. It is now
intended that these workshops will take place in the second
half of October, 2021.
A preliminary report was submitted to Members in mid-May
outlining the initiation of the policy review, progress to-date
and a timetable for the remainder of the project.

7 Conservation
Report
8 Further
Information
Click on web
links to
access
information.

No Report
• Weekly List of applications and decisions:
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/weeklyplannin
glists/
• Planning service email (to be used in correspondence with
the planning service): planning@donegalcoco.ie
• Planning Webpage:
www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/
• Planning Application Online Query – planning reference
number required:
www.donegalcdb.ie/eplan/internetenquiry/rpt_querybysurfor
recloc.asp
• File Retrieval Form – to be used for file retrieval and when
requesting planning searches:
www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/planning/pdfs/fil
eretrieval/File%20Retrieval.pdf

Appendix A

Regeneration & Development Team
Community Development & Planning Services

October (2021) Municipal District Meetings
Report to Elected Members
1.0 RURAL REGENERATION AND DEVELOPMENT FUND
(RRDF)
1.1

EXISTING APPROVED CATEGORY 1 RRDF PROJECTS (2019)

1.1.1 Killybegs 2040 – A Town Centre Regeneration Project
This project was formally launched with a Press Release on Thursday 6th May
2021 announcing that McCabe Architects have been appointed to deliver the
new €4.84m regeneration project that will see the transformation of the town
centre environment.
The Detailed Design phase is now completing and it is intended to open a
construction tender before the year end with a build period of approximately
52 weeks after commencement. It is intended to hold a workshop with
Members in the coming weeks as soon as the detailed design package is
suitably prepared and appropriate arrangements will be made in due course.
1.1.2 Burtonport and Aranmore Island – Harbour to Island Regeneration
This project was launched on Monday 17th May 2021, with a ‘turning of the
sod’ event on Aranmore Island when the Cathaoirleach of Donegal County
Council, Cllr. Rena Donaghey and Bainisteoir of the Comharchumann Oileán
Árainn Mhór, Ms. Nóirín Ui Mhaoldomhnaigh turned the sod on the new
Shore Front Amenity Development at An Leadhb Gharbh, Oileán Árainn
Mhór.
Donegal based building contractors Joseph McMenamin & Sons (Stranorlar)
Ltd have been appointed to carryout the development which has now
commenced and is scheduled to complete over the next 31 weeks.

On the 14th day of June 2021 An Bord Pleanala confirmed the Compulsory
Purchase Order authorising the compulsory acquisition of lands entitled
Donegal County Council (Burtonport Harbour Redevelopment) Compulsory
Purchase Order 2019 (Board Order ABP – 306336-20 refers). The next steps
in the process are now being advanced.
Detailed design has completed and a tender for a construction contractor
opened on eTenders. This tender closed on Thursday 16th September 2021 and
5no. tenders were received. The tender assessment process is now underway.
A full update on this project was provided to Members at the workshop on 14th
September 2021.

1.2

EXISTING APPROVED CATEGORY 2 RRDF PROJECTS (2020)

1.2.1 Back to Ballyshannon – A transformational project to re-energise, re-imagine
and sustain the social, cultural, historical, physical and economic fabric of
Ballyshannon’s historic town centre.
Value: €247,500. (RRDF funding approved €185,625)
Update: The development of the project towards a ‘shovel ready’ Category 1
RRDF project in accordance with the emerging priorities of the draft
Ballyshannon Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan is advancing and detailed
site survey work is nearing completion. Work has also commenced on the
preparation of a Part VIII planning application in respect of this project
including preliminary design concepts for the Market Yard. Publication of the
Part VIII application is targeted for October of this year in order to align the
project with the anticipated Category 1 RRDF call for shovel ready capital
projects.
1.2.2 Ramelton Historic Town Centre – A Restorative & Transformational Public
Realm Scheme.
Value: €249,159 (RRDF funding approved €186,869)
Update: This project was formally launched with a Press Release on Monday
28th June 2021 announcing the appointment of a major multidisciplinary
international design practice, BDP, to deliver the Detailed Design of this
project which aims to restore and transform the historic commercial centre of
Ramelton through a suite of integrated and heritage led public realm
interventions.
The Preliminary Design phase is now completing which will see the
advancement of this project from its current concept stage through targeted
public and stakeholder consultations, Part 8 planning and detailed design to a
contract ready capital project. The anticipated completion date for the Detailed
Design Stage is March 2022 which will position the project for the fourth call
for Category 1 capital funding in 2022. Arrangements are currently being

made to arrange a workshop with Members to share the preliminary designs
and update on the process and associated timelines.
1.3

THIRD CALL FOR CATEGORY 1 PROJECTS (SHOVEL READY)
UNDER THE RURAL
REGENERATION & DEVELOPMENT FUND (RRDF)
On Monday 19th April 2021 the Minister for Rural and Community
Development, Heather Humphreys TD announced that €18.8m had been
awarded under the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) for three
(3) rural regeneration projects in County Donegal. These applications were
submitted on 30th November 2020 and were supported by match funding
commitments by the Council in the sum of €2.5m.
Specifically this recent investment will help to advance the following three (3)
ambitious and transformational regeneration projects:

1.3.1. Ballybofey & Stranorlar
The ‘SEED’ project – A sustainable, green regeneration project to Strengthen,
Engage, Enable and Deliver transformational change in Ballybofey-Stranorlar.
This project was successfully submitted to the DRCD (RRDF) by 1st
December 2020 in partnership with BASICC. The project has a value of
€9,756,969 and funding support of €8,781,272 has been awarded from the
RRDF.
Following submission to DRCD of verification of the project costs, milestones and
delivery programme on Friday 14th May 2021, a Letter of Offer and Funding
Agreement in respect of the project has been received on 20th August 2021. These
documents have been accepted, signed and returned to DRCD. Donegal County
Council has now been invited to prepare and submit a Procurement Strategy for
approval and in order for the project to commence.

1.3.2. Burtonport (Harbour to Island) Regeneration
This project was successfully submitted to the DRCD (RRDF) by 1st
December 2020. The Project has a value of €2,060,752 and funding support of
€1,854,677 has been awarded from the RRDF.
Following submission to DRCD of verification of the project costs, milestones and
delivery programme on Friday 14th May 2021, a Letter of Offer and Funding
Agreement in respect of the project was received on 16th July 2021. These
documents have been accepted, signed and returned to DRCD on 30th July 2021.
Donegal County Council has now been invited to prepare and submit a Procurement
Strategy for approval and in order for the project to commence.

1.3.3. Carndonagh Tús Nua Regeneration Project
This project was successfully submitted to the DRCD (RRDF) by 1st
December 2020 in partnership with Spraoi agus Spórt. The Tús Nua project
has a value of €9,542,852 and funding support of €8,218,982 has been
awarded from the RRDF.
Following submission to DRCD of verification of the project costs, milestones and
delivery programme on Friday 14th May 2021, a Letter of Offer and Funding
Agreement in respect of the project was received on 23rd July 2021. These
documents have been accepted, signed and returned to DRCD on 30th July 2021.
Donegal County Council has now been invited to prepare and submit a Procurement
Strategy for approval and in order for the project to commence.

1.4

THIRD CALL FOR CATEGORY 2 PROJECTS UNDER THE RURAL
REGENERATION & DEVELOPMENT FUND (RRDF)
On Wednesday 12th May 2021 the Minister for Rural and Community
Development, Heather Humphreys TD, announced the third call for Category 2
applications to the €1 billion Rural Regeneration and Development Fund. The
deadline for applications presented a very challenging timeframe set at 12 noon
on Friday 30th July 2021. The Regeneration Team developed and submitted a
Category 2 application for the Tier 2A Strategic Town of Buncrana under this
call entitled ‘Repowering Buncrana.’
Specifically under this Category 2 application, RRDF support is sought to
procure Architect Led Full Integrated Design Team for the preliminary design,
planning scheme design and detailed design of the ‘Repowering Buncrana’
regeneration project described below together with support to acquire the former
Garda Barracks, St Oran’s Road and other limited acquisition of land to cater for
necessary enabling works. This category 2 application, if successful, will enable
the advancement of the final project to a shovel-ready status resulting in a
further future Category 1 capital project application.
The ‘Repowering Buncrana’ regeneration project envisages a series of measures
that will work in an integrated way to strengthen the shore front, enhance
walking and cycling, provide quality shore front amenities, integrate art and
biodiversity into the urban landscape and critically work to counter the
disconnect between Main Street and the shore front. In addition, reuse of a
vacant town centre building (Former Garda Barracks) and creation of circa 100
jobs will bring much needed employment opportunities to Buncrana as well as
increasing the number of people in the town centre resulting in many spin offs
for business. The suite of integrated interventions proposed to be brought
through design processes at Category 2 stage inlcude:
1. A new iconic pedestrian bridge over the Mill River connecting the NW
Greenway Project and Amazing Grace Park to a transformed harbour/pier
environment,

2. The creation of a high performance promenade and Shore Front Green
including enhanced walkways, beach access, public realm & festival gathering
space and development of a new bespoke public/civic shore green users
building,
3. Enhanced connection between the new Shore Front Green environment and
the Main Street and commercial core of the town with targeted public realm
improvements,
4. Enhanced Shore Front walkway and promenade along the Fishing Green, with
dramatic re-imaging of the Amazing Grace viewing point,
5. Onwards connection of the promenade to Swan Park, Buncrana Castle and
Cockhill Road, and
6. The repurposing and extension of a vacant heritage building to create bespoke
office accommodation.
The overall value of this Category 2 project (Design services and acquisition)
is €1,355,865 inclusive of match funding commitment of €271,173 (20%)
1.5 REGENERATION STRATEGIES & PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
WORK
The Regeneration & Development Team had undertaken with Members to
progress Regeneration Strategies in a number of Tier 2 Strategic Towns as a
part of our work programme. This work has been progressing through in house
resources and capacities together with consultancy services. An update on this
area of the work programme is provided hereinunder:
1.5.1 Ramelton Action Plan
The Ramelton Action Plan was formally launched on 3rd July 2020.
The Plan can be viewed at the following link:
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/planning/pdfs/rameltonacti
onplan/Ramelton%20Action%20Plan.pdf
1.5.2 Killybegs Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan
The Killybegs Regeneration Strategy was formally launched on 6th July 2021
and is available at https://bit.ly/KillybegsRegStrat. It has also been
circulated across Donegal County Council Directorates and to key
stakeholders.
The Strategy was commissioned by the Killybegs Regeneration Group in
conjunction with Donegal County Council and was funded by BIM, FLAG
with match funding by Donegal County Council. Its delivery was led by
Pasparakis Friel Architects with the support and input of the Council’s
Community Development Section and the Regeneration and Development
Team.

1.5.3 Ballybofey-Stranorlar Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan
The Draft Regeneration Strategy was made available from Tuesday 15th June
2021 for public consultation, closing initially on Tuesday 13th July 2021.
Having regard to the restrictions arising from the Covid-19 pandemic and
resultant limitation on holding of events/ gatherings, the consultation period
was extended to 29th July 2021. The extension was accompanied by a further
concerted effort, assisted by Community Development to encourage public
participation in the project including circulation of posters to circa 20
businesses in the towns together with a substantial social media presence and
article in the Donegal News.
The submissions are currently being tabulated but include circa 15
submissions through a combination of the wider public, statutory agencies and
internal DCC comments. A short report on the submissions will now be
prepared including identification of potential appropriate amendments to the
draft and this will be brought to a workshop of Stranorlar-Lifford MD.
1.5.4 Ballyshannon Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan
The Draft Ballyshannon Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan was made
available for public consultation from Tuesday 20th July until Wednesday 1st
September. Unfortunately due to technical difficulties outside their control
GM Designs were unable to receive submissions to the project email address
between 25/08/2021 and 01/09/2021. Accordingly a further submissions
period was afforded from 21/09/2021 to 24/09/2021.
Work will then commence to integrate the feedback and observations arising
from the various consultations and to amend and finalise the Regeneration
Strategy and Action Plan for Ballyshannon Town Centre. It is anticipated that
endorsement of the final Strategy & Action Plan by the Donegal Municipal
District will be sought by the end of September 2021 and thereafter the
Ballyshannon Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan will be formally launched.
1.5.5 An Clochán Liath (Dungloe) Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan
Stage 1 of the project has now completed following the submission of the
Final Stage 1 Report entitled ‘An Clochán Liath (Dungloe) Town Centre
Baseline Profile’ to the Regeneration and Development Team at the end of
May 2021 and as was presented to the Elected Members of the Glenties MD at
a workshop on 18th May 2021. Work on the preparation of the draft An
Clochán Liath (Dungloe) Regeneration Strategy and Action Plan is now well
underway and it is anticipated that Stage 2 of the project will be completed by
the end of September 2021.
It expected that the draft Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan will be
published in early October 2021 and will be made available for public
consultation thereafter. Prior to publication a workshop will be held with

Members and the Regeneration Team will make the necessary arrangements
directly at a Municipal District level.
1.5.6

Rathmullan RRDF Project Development work
The tender to procure fully integrated design team services to advance this
project through consultation and Part VIII planning opened on eTenders on
Friday 16th April 2021 and closed on 31st May 2021. The tender assessment
process is now underway and is at an advanced stage. It is anticipated that
appointment and launch arrangements will be confirmed in the coming weeks
and the Regeneration Team will be in touch with Members directly in this
regard.
Updates will be provided to the Elected Members of the Letterkenny &
Milford Municipal District at an agreed future workshop and through
Municipal District Reporting.

2.0 URBAN REGENERATION AND DEVELOPMENT FUND
(URDF)
2.1

Successful application to the Urban Regeneration & Development Fund
(May 2020)
On Friday 12th March 2021 Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage, Darragh O’Brien TD announced that €13.6m has been awarded
under the Urban Regeneration & Development Fund (URDF) for the URDF
application Letterkenny 2040 (Phase 1) ‘Re-energise and Connect the Historic
Town Centre’. This application was submitted on 28th May 2020 and is
supported by match funding committed by the Council in the sum of €4.5m.
Specifically this new investment will help to advance five projects to varying
stages of development with a focus on the transition of the historic town centre
to a vibrant, accessible and livable place.
The projects relate to priority areas for regeneration and development
including:







The further enhancement of the Cathedral Quarter
The re-purposing of the Courthouse
Strategic land assembly towards:
Regeneration of Lower Main Street
Advancement of a Regional Transport Hub
Enhancement of ‘LK Green Connect,’ walking, cycling and parkland
infrastructure.

Following early engagement with the DHLGH in respect of funding
drawdown arrangements and due diligence on funding approval conditions, a
Preliminary Approval Letter was received on 25th August 2021. This includes

a requirement by DHLGH to complete and provide ‘Project Financial Tables’,
identifying milestones and any potential risks together with associated funding
plans and expenditure/grant drawdown profiles. In addition, DHLGH also
recommend review and update where necessary of previously submitted
indicative estimates of project costs to ensure that same adequately reflect the
present estimated holistic total cost for the approved proposal over its whole
lifecycle. This work was completed and returned to DHLGH on Friday 17th
September 2021.
The communication from DHLGH further outlines the next steps following
completion of Project Financial Tables as:
- The preparation and submission by Donegal County Council of a
Preliminary Business Case in accordance with the Public Spending Code
and;
- A Project Action Plan Meeting with DHLGH to discuss and consider the
plans for the advancement of the approved proposal, in particular with a
view to determining timelines and delivery milestones and also the level of
related URDF funding required for 2021 and beyond.

2.2

Existing approved URDF project in Letterkenny (application submitted
2018; final approval to proceed received September 2019)
This first application secured €1.9m in URDF monies, match funded by
€600,000 for three sub-projects, the detail and progress of which is set out
below:
(i)

Preparation of a Regeneration Strategy for Letterkenny Town
Centre.

The process to prepare Letterkenny 2040 Regeneration Strategy commenced
on 14th January 2021 by means of a workshop with Letterkenny-Milford MD
facilitated by the lead consultant for the project, The Paul Hogarth Company.
The MD workshop was followed by launch of the first phase of public
engagement on 8th February 2021 until 7th March 2021.
Following the close of the 1st phase of consultation, a number of steps/
workshops have been progressed as follows:




The consultancy team analysed the findings of the 1st phase of
consultation and presented these at a workshop of Letterkenny-Milford
MD on Tuesday 30th March 2021.
A workshop of Letterkenny-Milford MD was held on 25th May 2021 in
order to update Members further on the project and focused discussion
around a Regional Transport Hub was specifically facilitated.
A town centre walk-around with Letterkenny-Milford MD took place
on 17th June 2021 during which the sub-projects approved URDF
funding in principle as regards concepts were visited and the wider
Regeneration Strategy was discussed.



A workshop of Letterkenny-Milford MD was held on 8th July 2021
during which The Paul Hogarth Company presented emerging
components of the draft masterplan to the Members and at which there
was consensus to proceed to work up the emerging components in
more detail in order to work towards appropriate material for public
consultation in September/ October 2021. A further MD workshop has
now been agreed for 4thOctober at 10am.

During the month of August, the consultancy team has continued to develop
the emerging components of the draft masterplan in more detail and will
present further more detailed material to Members at our scheduled workshop
on 4th October. The next step thereafter, subject to Members endorsement will
be to advance to public consultation on the draft masterplan.
(ii)

Acquisition of key town centre regeneration site.

Works to progress interests in the key regeneration site approved by DoHLG
for acquisition continues with intent. Progress has been affected by the
National public health emergency and negotiations are subject to Covid related
restrictions. The Elected Members of Letterkenny-Milford MD will be
updated on progress and timelines as definitive steps and milestone are
reached.
Alongside acquisition steps and as outlined during the recent walk- around of
Letterkenny, the Paul Hogarth Company, under the auspices of the
Letterkenny 2040 Regeneration Strategy project has undertaken site specific
masterplanning of the key town centre regeneration site in relation to its
capacity, potential layout and form for a mixed use development in line with
the terms of the URDF support secured for acquisition of the site. This work
will inform the subsequent preparation of Part VIII proposals and will support
the process for acquisition. This work is largely complete and a workshop of
Letterkenny- Milford MD will be arranged to brief Members in more detail.

(iii)

Public realm in the area of the Public Services Centre and Joe
Bonnar Rd

Detailed design of the public realm approved has been carried out using inhouse architectural resources and is now complete. The Tender for
Construction Contractor opened on E-tenders on 12th August 2021 and closes
on 20th September 2021. Documentation outlining the detail design has been
circulated to Members for information. Members will be kept up-to-date as the
Tender process progresses.
2.3

Update in relation to an Architectural Competition to Re-imagine Market
Square, Letterkenny.
Following the briefing to the Letterkenny-Milford MD workshop on 25th May
2021, Letterkenny Chamber of Commerce announced the winning design on

14th June 2021 as that of Joseph McCallion. This marks the completion of the
architectural competition.
The winning design concept provides a solid basis from which more detailed
work will be undertaken to consult directly with key stakeholders and the
wider community and further develop and adapt the winning design so that it
is achievable and can be implemented effectively. This work will lead to a
more definitive design in relation to Part VIII planning consent and this will
include further engagement with Members in advance of publication of any
Part VIII scheme.
2.4

Letterkenny Cultural Corridor project
Letterkenny’s cultural partners (Donegal County Museum, the Regional
Cultural Centre and An Grianan Theatre) secured funding from the Irish
Architectural Foundations ‘Re-imagine’ project to undertake the Letterkenny
Cultural Corridor project in 2020.
To date, the project architects have developed a number of short term and
temporary sign posting interventions which have been installed to improve and
enhance the existing physical connection between the three institutions.
The more long term aspirations of the project to provide a new and more direct
physical link between the three cultural institutions was presented to a
workshop of Letterkenny-Milford MD on 8th October 2020. Following this,
the team engaged further with the local stakeholders with particular reference
to Letterkenny Tennis Club to explore the potential to coordinate the project
with the objectives and aspirations of the Tennis Club. To facilitate this
engagement, a detailed topographical survey has been carried out of the area
and the architects are now exploring access arrangements further. Importantly,
there are ongoing discussions in relation to site boundaries which are required
to be closed out. Once these discussions are closed out and the explorative
work is complete, a full options briefing will be brought to LetterkennyMilford MD together with clarity on a recommended pathway to part VIII in
respect of the Cultural Corridor.

2.5.

Letterkenny Parklets (Town & Village Renewal)
At the Letterkenny-Milford MD workshop on 25th May 2021, Members agreed
three locations for parklets subject to sufficient funding as follows: Forecourt
at An Grianan, A-Wear, the old Courthouse. The Community Development
section is now leading on design, manufacture and installation of the parklets
with the support of the Regeneration and Development Team. Having regard
to realistic and practical timescales, it is targeted that parklets will be installed
around October 2021.

2.6

Failte Ireland’s, ‘Weather Proofing and Outdoor Dining Infrastructure
Scheme.’

A funding application in respect of the public space to the front of An Grianan
Theatre was submitted on 26th May 2021 to the Failte Ireland, ‘Weather
Proofing and Outdoor Dining Infrastructure Scheme.’ The application was
developed jointly by the Community Development section and the
Regeneration and Development Team. The design concept prepared by the
Paul Hogarth Company together with detailed costings provided by Sammon
Quantity Surveyors was developed in consultation with the Board of An
Grianan Theatre and other hospitality businesses in the area. A copy of the
design concept was circulated to Members by email on 15th June 2021 and was
followed by discussion during the walk-around on 17th June 2021. A further
follow up with An Grianan and other hospitality businesses in the area will be
undertaken. The Community Development Section have been in further
communication with Failte Ireland around a number of more detailed areas of
the application however a formal decision on the application by Failte Ireland
is anticipated to be imminent.

Regeneration & Development Team
October 2021.

