Ceantar Bardais Dún na nGall

Oifig Riarthóir na gCruinnithe,
Aras an Chontae,
Leifear.
4ú Bealtaine, 2021

Fógra Cruinnithe
Béidh cruinniú fíorúil de Cheantar Bhardais Dhún na nGall ar siúl De Máirt 11ú Bealtaine, 2021, ag
11.30 r.n.
DO GACH BHALL DEN CEANTAR BARDAS DÚN NA nGALL
A Chara,
Iarrthar ort a bheith ar líne chun freastal ar an gcruinniú seo de Cheantar Bhardais Dhún na nGall. Tá
Clar na Cruinnithe le seo.
Mise, Ie meas
Padraig O’Sirin
Riarthóir Cruinnithe
***********************************************************************************************************************
Municipal District of Donegal
Office of Meetings Administrator,
County House,
Lifford.
4th May 2021
NOTICE OF MEETING
The next Meeting of the Municipal District of Donegal will be held virtually on Tuesday 11th May, 2021,
at 11.30 a.m.
TO EACH MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL
Dear Councillor,
You are summoned to attend virtually this meeting of the Municipal District of Donegal. The Agenda is
attached.
Yours sincerely,
Pauric Sheerin
Meetings Administrator
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AGENDA
1. Consideration of Minutes of the Municipal District of Donegal held on the 13th April
2021.
2. Consideration of Minutes of Workshop of the Municipal District of Donegal held on the
20th April 2021.
3. Update Reports from Council Services:
3.1
Housing & Corporate Services
3.2
Roads / Transportation
3.3
Economic Development, Information Systems and Emergency Services
3.4
Environment Services
3.5
Community Development
3.6
Planning Services
Motions
4. Cllr Tom Conaghan
“That the Heritage Department in Donegal County Council oversee and provide
support for the maintenance of the Old Abbey Graveyard, Donegal Town as it holds
historical significance and is in a poor state of repair at present.”
5. Cllr Niamh Kennedy
“That this MD shall meet with the Community development section to arrange a
meeting with members of the community in Pettigo to put forward a town action plan
and to seek a funding mechanism to create a robust action plan and a way forward for
town enhancement”.
Questions
6. Cllr Tom Conaghan
“Who is responsible for the continued upkeep of The Old Abbey Graveyard in Donegal
Town?”

7. Date of Next Meeting(s) / Workshop(s)
- Annual General Meeting and MD Meeting at 11.30 am on Tuesday the 8th
June 2021 (as per standing orders)
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Minutes of Virtual Meeting of Municipal District of Donegal on 13th April 2021
MINUTES OF VIRTUAL MEETING OF MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL
HELD AT 11.30 A. M. ON TUESDAY THE 13TH APRIL 2021

MDD/069/21 MEMBERS PRESENT
Cllr Michéal Naughton, Cathaoirleach
Cllr Noel Jordan
Cllr Niamh Kennedy
Cllr Tom Conaghan
Cllr Barry Sweeny
Cllr Michael McMahon
MDD/070/21 OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE
Mr. Garry Martin, Director Designate, Municipal District of Donegal
Mr. Pauric Sheerin, Area Manager, Municipal District of Donegal
Mr. Mark Sweeney, A/Area Manager, Roads/Transportation
Ms. Aideen Quinn, Assistant Planner, Planning
Mr. Paddy Doherty, Divisional Manager, Community Development
Mr. Ciaran Martin, Senior Economic Development Officer
Ms. Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer, Environment
Section
Mr. Enda Monaghan, Senior Staff Officer, Housing & Corporate
Services
Ms. Caroline Britton, A/Staff Officer, Housing & Corporate Services

MDD/071/21 VOTES OF SYMPATHY
A vote of sympathy was passed in respect of the following recent
death:The late Mary Conaghan, sister of Councillor Tom Conaghan,
Donegal Town
MDD/072/21 STANDING ORDERS
Cllr Naughton welcomed all attendees and referred to Standing
Order No. 64 which stipulates that recording of the meeting is
prohibited.
MDD/073/21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL HELD ON 09TH MARCH
2021
On the proposal of Cllr Kennedy, seconded by Cllr Sweeny, the
Minutes of the Meeting of the Municipal District of Donegal held on
the 09th March 2021 were confirmed.
MDD/074/21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE WORKSHOP OF THE
MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL HELD ON 05TH MARCH
2021
1
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On the proposal of Cllr Jordan, seconded by Cllr McMahon, the
Minutes of the Tourism Workshop of the Municipal District of
Donegal held on the 05th March 2021 were confirmed.
MDD/075/21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE WORKSHOP OF THE
MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL HELD ON 15TH MARCH
2021
On the proposal of Cllr Kennedy, seconded by Cllr Sweeny, the
Minutes of the Roads & Transportation Workshop of the Municipal
District of Donegal held on the 15th March 2021 were confirmed.
MDD/076/21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE WORKSHOP OF THE
MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL HELD ON 30TH MARCH
2021
On the proposal of Cllr McMahon, seconded by Cllr Jordan, the
Minutes of the Housing & Corporate Workshop of the Municipal
District of Donegal held on the 30th March 2021 were confirmed.
MDD/077/21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE WORKSHOP OF THE
MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF DONEGAL HELD ON 31ST MARCH
2021
On the proposal of Cllr McMahon, seconded by Cllr Jordan, the
Minutes of the Economic Development Workshop of the Municipal
District of Donegal held on the 31st March 2021 were confirmed.
MDD/078/21 HOUSING & CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT
HOUSING SERVICES
Progress reports on Casual Vacancies, Grants, Loans, Tenant
Purchase
Scheme
2016,
Approved
Housing
Bodies
Development, Housing Assistance Payments/Private Rented
Inspections, Housing Need and Lease & Repair Scheme
Members noted the update reports. Mr Sheerin informed the
Members that the offers have been made for the 24 units in Railway
Park and the Housing Office is currently dealing with the next steps
which include among other things the signing of the tenancy
agreements. It is expected the keys will be handed over to the new
tenants towards the end of April. Mr Sheerin also submitted that the
works to the casual vacancies in Ballintra and Ballyshannon are on
schedule, with the 3 houses in Ballyshannon expected to be
completed by the end of next week.

2

Minutes of Virtual Meeting of Municipal District of Donegal on 13th April 2021
The following comments were made:Phase II Railway Park, Donegal Town
Members welcomed the release of the offers for the 24 new units at
Railway Park and noted that 24 families will be delighted with the
good news. Cllr Jordan also highlighted the additional turnkey
properties that will be coming on board in the Donegal Town area
and Cllr Naughton emphasised the importance of ensuring
additional social housing properties are obtained within the smaller
towns and villages throughout the Donegal MD. Mr Sheerin
submitted that although the housing need within the smaller towns
and villages is somewhat lower, the Housing Office does direct
efforts to obtaining additional suitable properties / land in these
towns and villages when same becomes available.
Repair & Lease
Cllr Sweeny noted that 14 of the 15 applications received under the
Repair & Lease Scheme within the Donegal MD were rejected and
queried the reasons for same. Mr Sheerin informed the Members
that there are limitations to the Repair & Lease Scheme and advised
that the properties must be suitable for social housing purposes, can
be repaired for €40,000 and meet social housing design guidelines
such as off street parking etc.. A substantial number of the
applications received do not meet the basic criteria for the Scheme
and an indication had been received from the Department regarding
an increase of the allowable funding to €60,000.00 as previously
reported to Members, however a formal Circular is still awaited.
EERW Programme – Phase 2
Cllr Jordan queried if a response had been received from the
Department regarding the next phase of the EERW works
programme. Mr Sheerin advised that there was a clear view at MD
level and Plenary level that changes are required to Phase 2 of the
EERW programme and agreed to follow up with the Director of
Service and seek a copy of any correspondence that has issued to
the Department in relation to this matter.
Housing Need - Upgrade of Town Houses
Cllr McMahon noted that within the Ballyshannon and Bundoran
town centres, a number of town houses are in extremely poor
condition and queried if there was a scheme available to assist with
the renovation of these for properties for social housing purposes.
Mr Sheerin referred to the Repair & Lease Scheme or the Buy &
Renew Scheme and noted that properties must meet the social
housing design requirements and have clear title to be considered
for these schemes.
i

MDD/079/21 ROADS / TRANSPORTATION SERVICES REPORT
2021 Roadworks Programme Status Report
3

Minutes of Virtual Meeting of Municipal District of Donegal on 13th April 2021

Mr Sweeney referred Members to the 2021 Roadworks Programme
Status Report which remains unchanged due to the Level 5
restrictions. Members agreed to hold a Roads Workshop on
Tuesday the 20th April 2021 at 10am to discuss the following:1. Prioritising the list of Community Involvement Schemes,
2. Prioritising additional winter maintenance routes in line with what
was discussed at the Winter Maintenance Workshop.
Follow up Issues from previous meeting
Mr. Sweeney provided an update on the follow up issues from the
previous meeting as circulated by e-mail dealing with the following:



Roads Workshop took place on the 15th March 2021.
Liaisons took place with the NRO office regarding the Celtic
Weave junction at Clyhore.
The stone wall located opposite the Killaghtee junction has been
included on the contractors snag list.

The following comments were made:Clyhore
Cllr McMahon commended Mr Sweeney for investigating the level of
works required at the Celtic Weave junction at Clyhore and
highlighted that although this area will require a high level of
improvement works, Cllr McMahon emphasised the importance of
ensuring temporary remedial works are carried out to eliminate
future flooding issues. Mr Sweeney agreed to seek to identify a
solution and to seek to identify funding for same.
Killaghtee Junction
Cllr Kennedy noted the update provided in advance of the meeting
regarding the Killaghtee junction and advised that the old stone wall
located opposite this junction appears to be undermined and a
significant degree of damage has occurred. Cllr Jordan is aware
that the adjacent landowner may submit a complaint and suggested
that, as this junction is used for both vehicles and pedestrians, a
tarred path on both sides should be developed for the safety of the
pedestrians. Mr Sweeney agreed to consider same and to revert to
Members at a later date.
Car Parking & Barriers
Cllr McMahon noted that car parking meters are being reinstalled
within Bundoran and queried when the Council will be in a position
to open the car parking facilities at beaches. Cllr McMahon also
highlighted the importance of identifying a suitable location for
camper vans and advised that the barrier at the entrance to the
West End car park requires replacement with a more durable
barrier. Mr Sweeney submitted that the Area Roads Office closed
4
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the beach car parks on the instruction of An Garda Siochana via the
Environment Office and was aware that a Caravan and Camper Van
Working Group has been set up with a county-wide perspective. Mr
Sweeney agreed to review the condition of the barrier at the West
End car park and to consider wrapping the barrier in a florescent
tape to make the barrier more visible for car park users. Cllr
Kennedy sought an update on the height restrictive barrier for Fintra
and Muckross Beach. Mr Sweeney advised the barrier for Fintra
beach has been ordered and will be erected following delivery and
agreed to seek an update from his colleague, Mr Cathal Sweeney
regarding the barrier at Muckross beach.
Cllr Naughton also
highlighted the importance of opening the car parking facilities at
Murvagh Beach as soon as possible and asked that the
Environment Section liaise with An Garda Siochana regarding the
opening of the beach car parks.
Flooding Issues
Cllr McMahon referred to a flooding issue at a property along the
Church Road in Bundoran and a damaged wall at Station Road in
Ballyshannon. Cllr Sweeny advised that there is also an area
outside a property at Cavangarden crossroads which requires
remedial works as water pooling occurs and this has prevented the
property owner exiting the property during icy conditions. Mr
Sweeney agreed to liaise with the specific property owners and to
seek to identity possible solutions.
Road Resurfacing Works & Traffic Management
Cllr McMahon and Cllr Naughton highlighted the poor condition of
the road at Ballymagroarty and queried if it was possible to have this
road eventually taken over.
Mr Sweeney noted that the
Ballymagroarty road was a private road; however, the Roads Office
could consider an LIS and a possible takeover thereafter. Cllr
Sweeny noted the poor surface condition of the Higginstown Road
and sought an update of the traffic management proposals for
Station Road.
Mr Sweeney advised that the Roads Office will
maintain Higginstown Road and consider additional improvement
works next year. A review of the traffic management proposals for
Station Road is currently ongoing.
Outdoor Dining
Cllr McMahon advised businesses are considering developing
outdoor dining spaces, particularly, along the right hand side of the
Main Street of Bundoran (travelling from Ballyshannon to Sligo) and
queried who was the most appropriate contact within the Council to
provide assistance. Mr Sweeney submitted that the street furniture
policy can be found under the Planning Section of the Council’s
website and noted that a Section 254 Licence is one of the
requirements. The Roads Office is willing to work with business
owners to identify suitable proposals.
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2021 Roadworks Programme
In light of the ongoing delays to the 2021 Roadworks Programme
due to the Level 5 restrictions, Cllr Jordan suggested considering
procuring sub-contractors to carry out an element of the roadworks
programme. Cllr Naughton also referred to the additional tourism
projects which will involve input from the Roads Section as well as
the extra funding obtained under the Active Travel Programme. Mr
Sweeney advised that it was expected that an announcement
regarding the return of the Outdoor Staff would be made shortly. He
submitted that there was an intention to sub-contract some of the
programme and agreed to consider suitable additional projects that
could be sub-contracted with the Executive Engineers, however,
noted that there was a high degree of administration involved in
procuring external contractors and it was important to ensure there
was a significant amount of work in a project to make it viable.
Durnesh Lough
Cllr Sweeny commended the Roads Team in carrying out temporary
remedial works at Durnesh Lough, Rossnowlagh. As this lake is
closely located to the beach, Cllr Sweeny highlighted the importance
from a ecological and safety point of view to ensure proper works
are completed and suggested following up with the National Parks
and Wildlife to identify solutions. Mr Sweeney submitted that
improvement works are being carried out to repair the crack in the
pipe and consideration will be given to identify a funding stream for
the completion of a Catchment and Levels Study.
LIS
Cllr Naughton highlighted changes in the application criteria for LIS
schemes have caused difficulties for a number of applicants. In the
past, there were no requirements to produce herd or folio numbers.
Mr Sweeney advised that since 2020, individuals have to meet the
additional requirements and conditions set down by the Department;
otherwise, the Local Authority may not get recouped for schemes
that do not meet the requirements.
MDD/080/21 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INFORMATION
EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORT

SYSTEMS

&

Mr C Martin updated the meeting with the reports from the Divisions
within the Directorate namely:1.
2.
3.
4.

Economic Development Unit
Local Enterprise Office
Information Systems
Emergency Services
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Mr C Martin referred to a number of tourism hospitality supports
currently or soon to be available to support the tourism & hospitality
sector:1 Outdoor Public Spaces Scheme
Funding Body: Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport & Media.
Grant Aid:
Up to €250,000 per Council for a single project.
Status:
Agreed by Council at meeting on 29th March 2021
that an application would be developed by Donegal County Council
in respect of Donegal Town.
2 Outdoor Dining Enhancement Scheme (Part 1)
Funding Body: Failte Ireland
Grant Aid:
Up to €200,000 per Council for up to 2 projects
Status:
Agreed by Council at meeting on 29th March 2021
that applications would be developed by Donegal County Council in
relation to Letterkenny & Bundoran, based upon Failte Ireland
Tourism Recovery Task Force report and recommendations.
3 Outdoor Dining Enhancement Scheme (Part 2)
Funding Body: Failte Ireland (Administered by each Local
Authority)
Grant Aid:
Up to €4,000 per individual business by public call
Status:
Scheme announced on 31st March, opening 12th
April.
4 Minor Tourism Related works
Funding Body: Donegal County Council
Grant Aid:
€100,000 per MD, grant range of €5,000 - €20,000,
open to both Council and Community led applicants (by public call)
Status:
Scheme agreed at Council meeting on 29th March
2021, opened to applications on 31st March, closing date for
applications 28th April
Mr C Martin further advised the Donegal Place Brand is due to be
launched on the 30th April and asked that Members engage in
increasing the awareness of the brand via social media. The wifi
facilities at Malin Beg and Sliabh Liag are now operational.
The following comments were made:Outdoor Public Spaces Scheme & Dining Enhancement
Scheme
The Members collectively welcomed the funding of €250k for
Donegal Town and €100k for both Bundoran and Letterkenny and
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queried the next steps. Cllr Sweeny noted that a business in
Ballyshannon is interested in developing a space for outdoor dining
and will make contact with the Planning & Roads Section directly
regarding same. Cllr Kennedy highlighted that there was a need for
the availability of public conveniences in conjunction with outdoor
dining. Cllr Jordan queried the need for Section 254 licences for all
applicants. In terms of the next steps regarding the recent outdoor
funding announcements, Mr G Martin advised that a Working Group
will be established and the Members will be invited to sit on the
Group and also advised that there is a need to meet planning
obligations in relation to Section 254 licences. Mr G Martin further
agreed to take back the comments in relation to public conveniences
to colleagues in the Environment Section.
Fire Station Update
Cllr Sweeny sought an update on the Fire Station Report. Mr G
Martin advised that information has been obtained from various
parties and the report will be collated once a date has been obtained
for a deputation with the Department. Cllr Naughton informed the
meeting that he has received communication to advise the
Department are putting together a report on the current position and
will be in touch in due course with a date for the meeting.
Broadband Facilities
Cllr McMahon highlighted that a number of businesses within the
vicinity of Cavangarden and Ballintra are having difficulty with
broadband facilities and sought an update on the delivery of
broadband within rural areas. Mr C Martin advised that there are a
number of independent broadband providers who may be able to
provide assistance to the businesses in Cavangarden and Ballintra.
The Broadband Officer is also available to provide an update on the
delivery of the rural broadband facilities.
MDD/081/21 ENVIRONMENT SERVICES REPORT
Ms S Brogan presented the update reports for the Environment
Section, as circulated with the Agenda dealing with the following
matters:

Coastal Management
- Beach Lifeguard Recruitment
- Beach Works
- Rossnowlagh Dune Protection
- Bundoran Mural
- Beach Wifi Service - Bundoran

Follow up Issues from previous meeting
Ms Bogan provided an update on the follow up issues from the
previous meeting:-
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The contractor will be obliged to restore the Balbane access road
following the completion of the remediation project.
Details of the 2020 Tidy Towns Group funding was circulated.
Solar Compacting Bins are utilised in Rathmullan and Killybegs.
Additional feedback on the bin suitability will be sought.
A bill is currently going through Seanad with regards to CCTV
and the Data Protection Commissioner is currently taking a case
against a Local Authority.

The following comments were made:Community Clean Ups
Cllr Kennedy commended the efforts of volunteers who are out and
about gathering discarded rubbish along the roadside and noted the
increase in the volumes of same and queried if additional collection
initiatives for paint cans and mattresses will take place this year.
Ms Bogan advised of the development of anti-litter campaigns and
informed the meeting that proposals are being worked on with a
view for year round paint can collection facilities at Civic Amenity
Centres. In terms of the mattress amnesty, details of Department
funding for this type of initiative is awaited.
Beaches & Lifeguards
Cllr Naughton asked that the Environment Section liaise with the
Guards regarding the opening of the beach car parks. Cllr Kennedy
commended the work of the team in obtaining a wheelchair for
Fintra beach.
Cllr Sweeny commended the high number of
applicants who participated in the lifeguard training and queried the
possibility of teaming up with the private sector to provide lifeguard
services outside of the bathing season. Ms Bogan agreed to bring
back all the comments raised to the Beach Management team.
Upgrade Works
Cllr McMahon advised upgrade works have taken place on the
seashells toilets and the toilets at the Tourism Office will be
upgraded shortly. A CCTV camera is due to be installed shortly to
record real-time footage of surf at the Blue Flag beach and the Peak
and outdoor showering facilities have also been installed.
Ballyshannon Public Conveniences
Cllr McMahon sought an update on improvement works to the public
conveniences in Ballyshannon. Cllr Sweeny advised that the
Ballyshannon toilets will form part of the larger RRDF application for
Ballyshannon and, at this juncture, it would not be appropriate to
invest a large amount of funding into the existing toilets. A more
modest investment would be appropriate as an interim solution and
it was noted that Leisure Centre in Ballyshannon is available to
provide public convenience facilities when Covid 19 restrictions
ease. Ms Bogan agreed to bring back the comments to the team.
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Rossnowlagh Dune Protection
Cllr Sweeny queried the durability of straw bales as a nature based
solution to the erosion of the dunes and sought details of alternative
sites where this process has been implemented. Ms Bogan agreed
to seek feedback from the Beach Management Team.
Mountcharles Treatment Plant
Cllr Jordan highlighted the difficulties in developing additional
properties within the town boundary of Mountcharles due to the fact
the existing treatment plant is currently operating at capacity. Cllr
Jordan asked that the Environment Section write to Irish Water to
seek clarification on the proposed timeline for the upgrade of
Mountcharles Treatment Plant or alternatively for the Mountcharles
Waste Water to be connected to the Donegal Town Treatment Plan
via a sewer extension (as referred to by Cllr Naughton and
discussed at the workshop with Irish Water in November 2020). In
response Ms Bogan agreed to highlight the Members concerns to
Management in the Environment Section.
MDD/082/21 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING SERVICES
Community Development
Mr P Doherty presented the update reports for the Community
Development Section, as circulated with the Agenda dealing with the
following matters:











Town & Village Renewal – Donegal MD
- Donegal Town
- Glencolmcille
- Killybegs
- Rossnowlagh
Town & Villages Accelerated Measures
- Bundoran – Round 1
- Donegal Town – Round 2
- Frosses – Round 3
Playground Maintenance
Peace IV Shared Spaces Project – Playground in Bruckless
Sliabh Liag Development Project
Leader/RDP Programme
Walks & Trails Update
Yours Project
COVID Emergency Fund

Additional Funding Programmes
Mr Doherty advised that additional Leader funding has been
made available and the CLÁR programme is currently open for
expressions of interest with a closing date of the 15th April 2021.
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“To make the Donegal County Council (Sliabh Liag Car
Parks) Bye-Laws 2021 in accordance with Section 101(7) of
the Road Traffic Act 1961, as amended.”
Mr Doherty advised following consultation with Donegal
Municipal District, Donegal County Council initiated the statutory
process in accordance with Section 101 of the Road Traffic Act,
1961 (No.24 of 1961) as amended in order to make DONEGAL
COUNTY COUNCIL (SLIABH LIAG CAR PARKS) BYE-LAWS
2021.
For the benefit of Members the main provisions included in the
Draft Bye-laws are as follows:
 Access to Car Park 3 limited to buses, mini-buses, disabled
permit holders of payment of a fee where relevant during
operational hours
 Car parking charges to be introduced at Visitor Centre
Carpark and Rangers Station Carpark
Consultation Process
Notice of the public consultation appeared in the Donegal
Democrat on November 7th, 2019 and the public consultation
commenced on the November 7th, 2019. The Council accepted
representations from members of the public up to December
23rd, 2019. 55 no submissions were received. Consultation also
took place with the Garda Commissioner, with An Garda
Siochana welcoming the proposals.
Consideration of Submissions
A schedule is enclosed detailing the 55 submissions, outlining a
summary of the issues raised together with an individual
response to the matters being raised. The submissions raised
can be categorized under 13 main headings which are
summarized as follows together with the Council response and
proposed amendments to Draft Bye-laws where appropriate:

Issues Raised (No. of
times raised)
1. Local community to
have access to the
cliffs as currently
exists- (13)

Council Response

Bye- laws Amendment

Local access will be
facilitated by Community
Company to residents of
the parishes of
Glencolmcille and Kilcar
at no cost, however
traffic management
measures must be
enforced during
operational hours to
alleviate traffic

No change required

11

Minutes of Virtual Meeting of Municipal District of Donegal on 13th April 2021

2. Tour Bus bookings
made yearly in
advance with prices
agreed at that time(6)

3. Parking Income to
be retained in the
area-(3)
4. Car Park
OperationClarification on
operation of traffic
management within
the site and method
of payment (6)
5. Small PSV’s should
be permitted
access to Car park
3 for a fee- (7)
6. Cliff Access for
elderly and
affordability of
same- (5)

congestion
Car park 3 charges for
buses and minibuses not
applicable to 2022

Any surplus with be
reinvested in the Sliabh
Liag Project
The traffic management
system will operate on a
park and ride basis from
the Transport hub with
charges clearly outlined
and payment facilitated.

Small PSV’s will be
permitted access to Car
Park 3 for a fee of
€10.00
Annual permit will be
available through the
Community Company to
residents of County
Donegal at a charge of
€25.00 which will provide
for year round access
7. Parking Charges
No charges now to apply
expensive for both
in Car Park ,1 with
cars and buses (21) charges for buses being
equivalent of €1 per
passenger for period
2022-2025 with no
charges in 2021

8. Motorcycles should
have access for a
fee- (5)

Motor Cycles will be
permitted access to Car
Park 3 for a fee of €5.00

9. Existing Traders
should be

Existing 4 no. traders will
be accommodated
12

Bye-law 18 to be
amended to reflect a
100% discount in 2021,
50% discount in
2022,2023 & 2024,
normal fee to apply in
2025
No change required

No change required

Bye-law 13,14,15 &16 to
be amended to include
reference to Small PSV’s
and fee of €10.00
No change required

Bye-law 6(a) to be
amended in respect of
Car Park 1 to reflect no
charge. Bye-law 13 to be
amended to reflect
reduction in charges for
buses to €66.00 and
minibuses to €30.00.
Bye-law 17 to be
amended to reflect a
minimum charge for
buses/minibuses of
€10.00 and inclusion of
€2 discount for each
unoccupied seat..
Bye-law 13,14,15 &16 to
be amended to include
reference to Motorcycles
and fee of €5.00
No change required
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accommodated- (5)
10. Concerns raised
regarding amount
of car parking
available- (7)
11. Overall signage to
be improved- (2)

12. Illegal Parking
needs to
addressed- (3)
13. General opposition
to bye-laws- (13)

Car parking provision will
be reviewed by the
Council

No change required

Signage is under
constant review and will
be upgraded as
necessary
The bye-laws will give
the necessary
enforcement powers to
address illegal parking
Traffic management for
tourists needs to
implemented to alleviate
traffic congestion during
operational hours

No change required

No change required

No change required

A resolution of the Municipal District is required to formally make
the Bye-Laws as included in the draft or including amendments
as determined by the Members. Should the resolution be
adopted it is proposed that the Bye-Laws will come into effect on
June 1st, 2021 and there will also be a requirement for the
Council to publish a notice in Iris Oifigiúil and in at least one local
newspaper.
Mr Doherty recommended that the proposed Donegal County
Council (Sliabh Liag Car Parks) Bye-Laws 2021 as attached
including amendments as detailed heretofore be made in
accordance with Section 101(7) of the Road Traffic Act 1961, as
amended and that a resolution to that effect would be required.
Cllr Kennedy commended the work carried out by the team to
bring the bye-laws to fruition and noted that the bye-laws were as
fair as is possible. Cllr Kennedy queried if a different rate could
apply to Northern Ireland taxis and Cllr Jordan queried if
correspondence had issued to all those who had made
submissions. Mr Doherty advised the bye-laws for the taxis are
relevant to the Republic of Ireland and the Northern Ireland taxis
will have the option to use the park & ride facility. Mr Doherty
further advised that following the receipt of submissions, the
Council is obliged to consider each submission made and
prepare a report for the Members in the first instance. Mr Doherty
agreed to write to those who made submissions and advise that
each of the Members had considered the submissions carefully
and provide an update on the outcome.
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Resolution
On the proposal of Cllr Kennedy seconded by Cllr Sweeny , it
was resolved that Donegal Council Council make the Donegal
County Council (Sliabh Liag Car Parks) Bye-Laws 2021
accordance with Section 101(7) of the Road Traffic Act 1961, as
amended.
Donegal Walks & Trails
Cllr Naughton highlighted the benefit of creating a greenway
through Barnesmore Gap and linking in a number of attractions
including the waterfall at the hydro plant and the Cornmill. Mr
Doherty agreed to discuss the proposal with the Outdoor
Recreational Development Officer.
Planning Services
Ms A Quinn presented the Planning Service Reports as
circulated with the Agenda dealing with the following;





Development Applications
Enforcement
Planning Clinics – 14th April, 28th April, 12th May
Regeneration Report
Central Planning Unit

Section 254 Licences
A Quinn informed Members that the Planning Department is
turning around applications for Section 254 Licences within a
short timeframe and the fee for same is currently waived. Cllr
Kennedy sought details on the actual fees for Section 254
Licences and Ms Quinn agreed to revert with further details.
Killybegs Action Plan
Cllr Kennedy sought details on the launch of the Killybegs Action
Plan. Ms Quinn agreed to revert with further details.
MDD/083/21

DISCUSSION ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CROSS
BORDER WORKING GROUP
On the proposal of Cllr McMahon, seconded by Cllr Jordan the
following motion was adopted;“That this MD invite a delegation of Councillors and Officials from
Fermanagh and Omagh District Council with the intentions to set
up the cross border working group, regarding green ways, cycle
way and other interested projects in the area..”
Members were given a response to the motion by the Area
Manager of the Housing & Corporate Directorate.
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Minutes of Virtual Meeting of Municipal District of Donegal on 13th April 2021
In speaking to this motion, Cllr McMahon noted the importance of
establishing good working relationships with colleagues in
Fermanagh & Omagh District Council, particularly, in terms of
progressing educational and tourism related projects.
In
seconding this motion, Cllr Jordan noted the successful
relationship between this Council and the Strabane & Derry
District Council and referred to the good progress made to date.
Cllr Jordan submitted that the development of the Ballyshannon
to Belleek Greenway could be a starting point and recommended
writing to the Chief Executive to make arrangements for the
holding of a meeting. Cllr Naughton, who sits on the ICBAN
Committee advised that the development of the Ballyshannon to
Belleek Greenway is on top of their agenda. Mr Sheerin advised
that this motion was similar to a motion submitted in February
2021 and correspondence has issued to the Chief Executive of
Fermanagh & Omagh District Council seeking an initial meeting
at executive level to review areas of possible collaboration.
MDD/084/21

DISCUSSION ON THE EARLY ENGAGEMENT WITH THE
NEW GREENWAYS UNIT
On the proposal of Cllr Sweeny, seconded by Cllr Kennedy the
following motion was adopted;“That this Municipal District requests early engagement and
meaningful progress from the new Greenways Unit as soon as it
is established to ensure a balanced developed countywide”.
Members were given a response to the motion by the A/Director
of Service for the Roads & Transportation Directorate.
In speaking to this motion, Cllr Sweeny expressed his
disappointment at the response received and highlighted the
importance of the newly formed Greenway Unit taking on board
new project proposals along with the existing projects currently
being developed. Cllr Sweeny suggested recruiting additional
staff to work on taking new project proposals to a shovel ready
stage. In seconding this motion, Cllr Kennedy noted the lack of
a Community Development Officer within the Donegal MD who
could work along with Outdoor Recreational Officers within the
Council and the DLDC. Cllr Kennedy further noted the stunning
scenery along the old railway track from Donegal Town to
Glencolmcille, and the further potential for such greenway
projects if the required resources were in place to progress
these opportunities.

MEMBERS NOTED THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS
MDD/085/21

Establishment of a Slow Zone at the Rock, Ballyshannon
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Minutes of Virtual Meeting of Municipal District of Donegal on 13th April 2021
The following Question was submitted by Cllr Sweeny;“Can a Slow Zone be established in the very busy Rock area in
Ballyshannon to create a safer, happier and healthier place for
all road users and pedestrians and to compliment the safe
crossing point between GAA pitches, school, creche, church and
nursing home?”
Cllr Sweeny received a response from the Area Manager, Roads
& Transportation in relation to the above.
MDD/086/21

Update on the installation of the two WiFi4EU points in
Ballyshannon
The following Question was submitted by Cllr Sweeny;“With certain restrictions being lifted, can I get a date for the
installation for the two WiFi4EU points in Ballyshannon?”

Cllr Sweeny received a response from the Director of Service for
Information Systems
MDD/087/21

Best Wishes
On behalf of the Donegal MD, Cllr Naughton wished the new
Chief Executive, John McLaughlin all the best and looked
forward to working with him.

MDD/088/21

Date of next Meeting / Workshops
 Roads Workshop (Virtual)
Monday, 20th April 2021 at 10am
 MD Donegal Meeting as per Standing Orders (Virtual)
Tuesday, 11th May 2021 at 11.30am

This concluded the business of the meeting.

_________________________
Area Manager
Municipal District of Donegal

__________________________
Cathaoirleach
Municipal District of Donegal
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Donegal Municipal District
Roads & Transportation Workshop
Date: 20th April 2021
Time:10:00am
Venue: On-line video meeting
Present:

Cllr Naughton, Cllr Jordan, Cllr Sweeney, Cllr Conaghan, Cllr McMahon
Declan Gillespie, Donal Murphy & Mark Sweeney

Apologies:

Cllr Kennedy could not attend at the start of the meeting but joined half way
through.

Topics discussed:
1. 2021 DMD CIS Priority List
2. Winter Maintenance – Prioritising additional routes
1. 2021 DMD CIS Priority List
The members were presented with a the list of 19 Community Involvement Schemes (CIS)
applications and were asked to prioritise a list of works based on the available budget of
€297,292.00
The Members prioritised a list of seven projects to be completed as part of the 2021
programme.
This programme is to be formally agreed at the DMD meeting scheduled for 11th May 2020.
See attached for copy of programme.
2

Winter Maintenance – Prioritising additional Routes

The Members discussed and agreed a priority list of additional winter maintenance routes
within the MD.
This list is to be relayed to Roads Central to review and consider what can be
accommodated within the existing Winter Maintenance Programme.
See attached for copy of the priority list agreed.
Minutes compiled by:

Mark Sweeney A/SEE Roads & Transportation Office, Donegal
Municipal District.

This concluded the business of the Workshop.

_________________________
Area Manager
Municipal District of Donegal

__________________________
Cathaoirleach
Municipal District of Donegal

Donegal Municipal District - Winter Maintenance workshop 20.04.21
Existing Routes
Route
No
Road No

Description

3
16
17

N15, R267 & R280
R263, N56,
R262, N56 & R250

18

R232, R231, R267, R936, N3 & R926
N56, R267, R925, L-2615, L-1355- 0 & 1, L1285-1 & 2, L-1275-1
Donegal National Secondary (Killybegs to Donegal Twon)

19

National Primary South (Bundoran to Donegal Town)
Donegal West (Glenties to Glencolumbcille)
Donegal North (Frosses to Fintown)
Donegal South (Laghey to Pettigo, Ballyshannon to Beleek
& the Rossnowlagh Road)

Length (KM)
78.2
98.35
103.2
99.52
72.63
451.9

Additional Routes
Priority
No
Road No
1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Description

L-1515-1 to 5 & L-2863-1 & 2 and L-2923-1 Ardaghey to Ardara Road
L-2065-1 & L-2075-1
The Old Laghey Road between Donegal Town and Laghey
L-2175-1 & L-7165-2 & L-2195-2
Ballintra to Laghey road
Cashelard road from the N15 to the Cashelard, to
L-2365-1
montisorey school
L-1185-3
Road to the factory at Ballymoon outside Kilcar
The Killymard Road from Donegal Town, roundabout near
Blas to the church at Killymard and onto the N15 at
L-1925-2 & L-1945-1
Corveen
L-1125-1
Road between Carrick and the fish factory at Meenaneary
L-2485-1
The Knader Road in Ballyshannon to the border in Beleek
L-2525-1 & 2
Moy Road
Carrick Vocational School from R263 to the vaoational
L1115-2
school.
L-1095-1 & L-1085-1 & 2
Teelin Road - Carrick to Teelin Pier
L-1845-1 to 4
Doonan Rbt to Letterbarrow

Length (KM)
16
5.1
5.6
2.63
1.85

6.71
5.62
7.3
5.6
0.2
4.5
6.02
56.61

One outcome from the recent Winter Maintenance workshop with members, is that the executive agreed to investigate the
The 45km per MD should be made up of four bands of 15km, 10km, 10km and 10km. As outlined at the county workshop we
Things to bear in mind when discussing addiotional routes:
 Proposed additional routes should be contiguous with an existing route, such that there is not a requirement to travel unsalted distances to get to
 Those sections added on a trial basis in the 2016/2017 WM season should be taken as already being on the programme
 Those sections already being done unofficially should be included in the first 15km unless Members are satisfied to drop these
 The proposed additions should start and end at logical points on the network, e.g. at a major junction, town boundary, etc. We would like to avoid
situations where there is uncertainty for the public where gritted routes start and end.




While it is acknowledged that the prioritiziation is a matter for Members you should encourage Members to prioritise those routes offering the
Members could also be encouraged to liaise with Members in adjoining MDs for longer routes, e.g. Ardara to Ardaghy
Probably unlikely but there remains the option of removing sections of the existing programme to increase the net MD allocation.

CIS Schemes
Funding obtained
Total No of schemes in DMD

€1,440,000.00
19

Breakdown of funding based on road mileage in each Municipal District
MD
Donegal MD
Glenties MD
Inishowen MD
Letterkenny MD
Stranorlar MD

Budget
€297,292.00
€272,305.00
€356,715.00
€310,837.00
€202,851.00

Percentage
20.65%
18.91%
24.77%
21.59%
14.09%

Options for funding distribution.
Option 1
Members to agree priority list based on available funding for the MD.

Option 2
Option to allocate funding per RSS area based on road mileage & then agree priority list.
Donegal MD Budget
€297,292.00
Cost of
Percentage of
Amount per RSS
schemes
No of schemes
road per RSS
Area
selected
prioritised
RSS Area
Difference
Area 14
23.6%
€70,101.45
€88,060.00 -€17,958.55
2
Area 15
24.6%
€73,074.37
€54,500.00 €18,574.37
2
Area 16
24.7%
€73,431.12
€70,500.00
€2,931.12
1
Area 17
27.1%
€80,685.05
€84,232.00
-€3,546.95
2
Total No
100.00%
€297,292.00
€297,292.00
€0.00
7

Option 3
Option to allocate funding per RSS area based on number of schemes & then agree priority list
Total number of schemes DMD
19
Percentage of
schemes per RSS
Amount per
Area
RSS Area
RSS Area
No of schemes
Area 14
6
31.58%
€93,881.68
Area 15
4
21.05%
€62,587.79
Area 16
2
10.53%
€31,293.89
Area 17
7
36.84%
€109,528.63
Total No
19
100.00%
€297,292.00

Donegal MD Community Involvement Schemes 2021
Funding available in 2021
Project
No of RSS Area
Number schemes

€297,292.00
Year

Road
Class

Road
Number
L-1715-1

Schemes prioritised by Members at workshop on 20.04.21 are shaded green. Adjustment to budgets due to error in initial spreadsheet discussed and agreed with the Members on 26.04.21
Road Name

Works
Type
Code
Letterbarrow - Drimarone Letterbarrow,
DonegalLettertrain,Drimarone
29
GD

337

1

14

2019

361

2

14

2021

LP

Shore Road Salthill
LP1875-1/3 Mountcharles

362
363

3
4

14
14

2021
2021

LS
LT

LS6365-1
LT68153

364

5

14

2021

R

R-262

368

5

17

2021

LT

6

14

2021

LP

LT 64451
LP18451/2/3

393

School Lane Mountcharles
Mountcharles
Glencoagh Mountcharles

Frosses-Glenties Road
Ballybrillighan
Sean McGroary Newtown
Donegal Town
Ballydevitt Altidoo Ballydevitt
Altidoo

Engineeri
ng Area

Houses

PSCI

99

Length of Total Area of
work
work
(m)
750
4000
620m2 of Rd +
160m of stone
310
wall

% LC

LC

4

15

2018

LP

L-1115-2

249
251

1
2

15
15

2018
2018

LT
LT

L-25751-0
L-51151-0

€67,260.00

€156,940.00

30.00%

€21,668.57

€50,560.00

1600m2
1292.5m2

€80,000.00
€34,000.00

30.00%
30.00%

€24,000.00
€10,200.00

€56,000.00
€23,800.00

205

1025m2

€110,000.00

30.00%

€33,000.00

€77,000.00

Pipe existing drain with 300mm pipe, widen
the existing road by 1.5m, Install additional
public lighting, over lay with AC 20 &14
Drainage, overlay & double SD
Pipe existing drain with 600mm pipe, widen
the existing road to provide a 2.5m hard
shoulder, erect a fence on top of the
embankement. Consent requierd from 1
landowner

300

1000m2

€26,000.00

€26,000.00

Drainage, overlay & double SD

1000

3000m2

0

Donegal
Donegal

6
11

G D P-RP
G D P-RP

0
6

305
235

Donegal

0

G D P-RP

0

Donegal

3

4

Donegal

40

0

15.00% €3,900.00

359

3

15

2021

LS

LS5135-1

€53,571.43

30.00%

€16,071.43

€37,500.00

Ballydevitt Altidoo (Phase 2)

€61,000.00

30.00%

€18,300.00

€42,700.00
€470,500.00

Ummerawirrinan, Teelin

€190,500.00

Donegal

100

D

99

100

0

€36,428.57

30.00%

€0.00

€10,928.57

€25,500.00

Donegal
Donegal

0
0

GD
GD

2
2

2500
1500

6250
3750

€20,000.00
€20,000.00

30.00%
30.00%

€0.00
€0.00

€6,000.00
€6,000.00

€14,000.00
€14,000.00

Donegal

2

G D P-RP

3

350

900m2

€41,428.57

30.00%

€117,857.14

1

16

L-7815-2,L7855-2
Cashelard Carricknahorna

2021

L-7815-2

Cashelard Carricknahorna Phase 1 (Cashelard to T
Junction)

360

L-7855-2

Cashelard Carricknahorna Phase 2 - Carricknahorna

403

Road No
n/a

Rock Road Carrickboy Sminver

2

16

2021

Donegal

Donegal

0

0

D P-RP

GD

0

0

4600

230

16100m2

1800m2

1

17

2018

315

2

17

318

3

17

LP

€88,060.00
Road design input required due to road
safety issues. Budget for original scheme is
€90,000. Agreed to do part of this scheme.
The amount assigned is to commence repair
works to the existing wall that has been
€25,500.00 damaged.

€12,428.57

€29,000.00

€35,357.14

€82,500.00

€54,500.00

30.00%

€124,443.57

€290,368.33

Possible option to split this project into two or
three projects.

€100,714.29

30.00%

€30,214.29

€70,500.00

Available funding is less than what is
needed so do as much as possible based on
€70,500.00 the available funding.

€354,141.29

30.00%

€106,242.39

€247,898.90

€260,900.24

€608,767.23

Blue Road Shannagh, Ballintra

Donegal

5

GD

3

1300

4160

€60,320.00

30.00%

€0.00

€18,096.00

€42,224.00

2019

L-1835-5

Ardatole Road Ardatole, Barnesmore
Donegal

12

GD

5

1500

5400

€94,770.00

30.00%

€0.00

€28,431.00

€66,339.00

2019

L-68151-0

Loughkip Loughkip, CroaghnamealDonegal

2

1

1100

3850

€73,150.00

30.00%

€0.00

€21,945.00

€51,205.00

N-15

N-15 Footpath from
Drumlonagher to
Clarcarricknagun

Donegal

39

GF

N/A

370

740

€91,116.72

30.00%

€27,335.02

€63,781.70

325

4

17

2019

381

5

17

2021

0

1207

3850m2

€77,474.29

30.00%

€23,242.29

€54,232.00

17

2021

Ballinakillew Mountain
Donegal
Drummeny Drummeny Lower &
Upper
Donegal

G D P-RP

6

L-73251
Road No
n/a

1

389

20

G D P-RP

0

700

1600m2

€192,437.00

30.00%

€57,731.10

€134,705.90

392

7

17

2021

L-2125

Laghey Barr Greagh Barr

3

D

0

700

2450

€42,857.14
€632,125.15

30.00%

€12,857.14
€189,637.54

€30,000.00
€442,487.60

Donegal

Carry out improvement works at 6 other
locations along the Ballydevit Altidoo Rd.
works include, drainage, road widening, fencing
etc..

This lane is in poor condition, a 40m section
is in danger for collapse into stream + an
additional 90m section needs to be piped
€29,000.00 with a 600mm diam pipe

L-6965-1

N-15

Widen the first 3 corners on the Ballydevitt
side + pipe draing at Manus Meehan's.
Agreed not to do the works at Manus
Meehan's house as part of the CIS scheme so
€37,500.00 that the budget can be reduced.

€414,811.90

€869,667.48

156

The existing wall is a dry stone wall,
€50,560.00 approximately 1.5m high X 600-800mm wide

30.00%

Ballydevitt Altidoo (Phase 1 )

Curragh Mor/Carrick Rd
Roxborough, Kilcar
Straleel/Coguish Hill Road
Phase 2 Straleel, Kilcar
Malinbeg Bog Road Malinbeg

Works
prioritised at
workshop. Note

30.00%

G D P-RP

€661,000.00

215

Budget

€72,228.57

6

€0.00

WIL

€224,200.00

Donegal

D

Overall Cost of
work

€2,280,649.77

€70,500.00

Approval needed frrom TII if scheme is
selected.
Reduce the extent of works to match the
€54,232.00 budget available.

Reduce the extent of works to match the
€30,000.00 budget available.
€84,232.00

€676,394.93 €1,604,254.84
€297,292.00 Total
€297,292.00 Budget
€0.00 Difference

412

17

2021

Road No
n/a

Unknown Road Drumenny
Lower Tully

Donegal

35

GD

0

700

1600m2

€192,437.00

30.00%

This is a duplicate application see CIS No 392

Municipal District of Donegal
11th May 2021
___________________________________________
Housing & Corporate
_____________________________________
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Casual Vacancies

Area
Ballintra
Ballintra
Ballintra
Ballintra
Ballintra
Ballintra
Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Dunkineely
Dunkineely
Bruckless
Glencolmcille
Pettigo
Pettigo
Bundoran
Killybegs

BED
1
1
1
1
2
3
3
3
3
3
2
3
3
3
3
1
1
2
3

Dwelling Vacated
Keys returned 09/05/2018
Tenant Deceased on 10/6/2019
Tenant deceased - keys returned 19/06/2020
Tenant Deceased on 09/01/2020
Tenant deceased - keys returned 19/01/2021
Tenancy terminated and keys returned 06/08/2020
Keys returned 13/01/2020
Tenant Deceased - Mar 2018
House Fire - property vacant from 29/01/2020
Keys returned 08/07/2019
Keys returned by 25/06/2020
25/08/2017
15/12/2017
Tenant has surrendered tenancy. Keys returned on 10/03/2021
Keys returned 08/01/2020
Tenant deceased - keys returned 23/04/2020
Keys returned 21/4/2021
Keys returned 6/4/2021
Keys returned 21/4/2021

Comment
Completed - Allocation being prepared.
Completed - Allocation being prepared.
Assessment completed
Assessment completed
Tender Docs advertised -closing May 7th
Tender Docs advertised - closing May 7th
Completed - Allocation being prepared.
Completed - Allocation being prepared.
Completed - Allocation being prepared.
Voids Programme LTV
Assessment completed - Tender Doc to be prepared
Voids Programme LTV
Voids Programme LTV
Referred for Assessment
Initial assessment completed -Detailed cost assessment being prepared.
Initial assessment completed -Detailed cost assessment being prepared.
Assessment stage
Assessment Stage
Assessment stage

Position as at 30th April 2021

HOUSING GRANTS
YEAR
HO
HO

HD
HD

APPROVED

2020
2021

TOTAL
RECEIVED
76
41

YEAR
2020
2021
YEAR
HM
HM

2020
2021

72
33

REFUSED \
CANCELLED\INVALID
3
1

FURTHER
INFO
1
0

TOTAL

APPROVED

REFUSED \

FURTHER

REF.

REF. To

PENDING

RECEIVED
39
17

29
11

CANCELLED\INVALD
5
0

REAPPLIED UNDER
HM GRANT
0
1

INFO.
1
0

TO OT
2
4

ENGINEER
0
0

2
1

REFUSED \
CANCELLED\INVALID
7
1

REAPPLIED UNDER
HD GRANT
6
2

FURTHER
INFO
0
0

PENDING

REFUSED \
CANCELLED

PENDING

Further
information
0
3

TOTAL
RECEIVED
42
14

APPROVED
29
10

PENDING
0
7

0
1

HOUSING LOANS
YEAR
Housing Loans
Housing Loans

2020
2021

TOTAL
APPROVED
RECEIVED IN PRINCIPLE
10
1
2
5
0
0

APPROVED
7
2

0
0

Tenant Purchase Applications 2020 - 2021

Year
2020
2021

No. of Apps Incomplete
Open
Received
Returned
Applications
7
0
0
0
7
0
6
1

Refused/
Not Eligible

Offer letters
Issued
7
0

Completed
1
0

Housing Capital Update Report
Donegal Municipal District Meeting
May 2021
1. Social Housing Developments – Construction Schemes
Donegal County Council is currently progressing the following Social Housing developments
within the Donegal Municipal District:

Location

Status

No. of
Units

Construction Stage
Donegal Town

Scheme recently completed. 24 no. social housing units plus
2 no. group homes

24

Complete

9

Killybegs
Sub Total

33
Design / Tender Stage

Bundoran Phase 1

Tender Information being prepared

42

Donegal Town Phase 3

Tender Information being prepared

24

Sub Total

66

Total

99

In tandem with the above construction programme, the Council is actively pursuing the
acquisition of lands suitable for housing purposes, in towns and villages where there is
currently not a social housing solution available.

2. House Acquisition Programme
Donegal County Council has acquired, or is in the process of acquiring, properties under the
House Acquisition Programme. In the Donegal Municipal District during 2018-2020, 5
properties were purchased under this programme.
Following acquisition and prior to allocation to approved applicants on the social housing
list, improvement works are carried out on the properties to provide high quality,
sustainable homes to individuals and families throughout the county.

3. Social Housing through Turnkey Acquisition
Donegal County Council’s turnkey acquisition process is continuing throughout the
county. This competitive dialogue procurement process will result in a major capital
investment in social housing and initial projects have now been completed under
this process. This is a very effective mechanism enabling the Council to feed into the
design of the proposal so as to ensure that the end product is suitable for the needs
of social housing tenants. Proposals are subject to meeting the requirements of the
procurement process, planning, departmental approval and contract.
In order to the safeguard the nature of the process and bearing in mind the
commercial sensitivities of the process as well as the extent of the approvals
required, the Council will continue to provide Elected Members with detailed
information of the proposals upon receipt of final departmental approval (i.e. stage
4). Notwithstanding this approval, proposals are subject to contract.
Final approval has been received from the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage for a turnkey development at Brookfield, Donegal Town
for 38 no. social housing units by PJ McDermott. The Developer is on site and the
development will be completed in 3 phases with Phase I due for completion in mid
May 2021. The overall development will provide 4 no. older persons / special needs
units, 10 no. 3 bedroom houses, 4 no. 4 bedroom houses plus 18 no. 2 bedroom
apartments.
Stage 4 approval has also been obtained from the Department for a turnkey
development at Rockview, Ballyshannon. The development which will be delivered
by Parkfort Developments Ltd. will comprise 5 no. 2 bedroom units. Council staff is
currently working to complete the acquisition of the properties with VP McMullins
Solicitors following which the development will commence on-site and Members will
be kept informed of progress.
In addition, Council officials are continuing to dialogue with Developers in relation to
additional valid proposals for Donegal Municipal District with regard to further valid
and Members will be fully informed of these proposals upon receipt of final
departmental approval.
4. Lands / Property for Social Housing Purposes
The Council is actively seeking lands in towns where there is a social housing need where
there are currently no viable housing delivery options. Offers to acquire land have been
made in a number of towns and Members will be kept informed.
The Council also recently advertised for expressions of interest for parcels of land, derelict
sites / buildings with the potential to deliver social housing. A significant response has been
received, right across the five Municipal Districts and the submissions are currently being
assessed.

Approved Housing Bodies Developments - Donegal Municipal District

Funding Programme

CAS Construction

Scheme / Project No of
Name
Units

Approved
Housing Body

Drumrooske,
Donegal Town

Oaklee

10

Construction works ongoing as part of overall housing
development at Drumrooske

HAP/PRD
HAP Tenancies
Municipal District

Number

Donegal

251

Letterkenny

737

Glenties

135

Stranorlar

284

Inishowen

450

Sub Total

1857

Tenancies Closed

1925

Overall Total

3782

2020 Private Rented Dwelling Inspections (MDD)

Current Status

51

Housing Need by Location

Municipal District

Waiting
List (Net
Need)

Donegal
Ballintra
Ballyshannon
Bruckless
Bundoran
Carrick
Donegal
Dunkineely
Frosses
Glencolmcille
Kilcar
Killybegs
Laghey
Mountcharles
Pettigo
Total

Transfer
List

Total
Gross
Need

172

217

4
37
4
37
4
56
2
2
4
2
10
3
5
2

6
44
2
53
3
75
3
2
0
2
15
6
5
1

172

217

389
10
81
6
90
7
131
5
4
4
4
25
9
10
3
389

Updated 29.04.2021

Repair & Lease Scheme Summary

MD
Inishowen
Donegal
Glenties
Letterkenny
Stranorlar
Total

Received No. of Units
17
20
15
39
15
15
21
27
18
34
86
135

Updated 27/04/2021

Applications
Awaiting
assessment
Rejected Progressing
1
16
0
1
14
0
0
15
0
6
15
0
6
12
0
14
72
0

Total
17
15
15
21
18
86

Donegal Municipal District
2021 Roadworks Programme
Status Report - 11th May 2021

Donegal Municipal District
Agreed 2021 Road Maintenance (Surface Dressing) Programme

Road
Class

Road
Number

Road Name and/or
Townland Name

Regional
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Regional
Regional
Regional
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Regional
Local
Local

R262-3
LS 5585-1
LP 1425-3
LP 1415-3
LP 1535-1
LP 1565-1
LP 1515-5
LS 6085-2
LP 1715-1
LP 1685-1/2
LS 6465-1
LS 1645-2
R230-4
R263-14
R230-11
LS-5515-1
LP-1375-1
LP-1115-1
LP-1215-4
LP 1025-2
LP-1185-1
LP-1235-1
LP 1015-3
R 231-4-5
L-2275-1
L-7335-2

Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Regional
Regional

L2225-2
Tievebrack
L-7645-1
Carricknahorna
L2525-1
Moy RD
L-7445-1
Ballinacarrick
L-2335-2/3 Rockhill / Derries
L7695-1
Tonregee-Creeve
R233
Lough Derg Road
R267
Drumgowan
LP- 2035-1 /
LP-2045-1
Legacurry / Rossamore
LS-6705-1/LS6695-1
Brookfield / Drumbar
LS-6675-1
Drummeeny Lower Middle
LS-6565-1
Birch Hill - Finnabanes
LP-1945-2
Heneys
LP-1975-2
Corveen / Mullanhumphry
LT-19751
Drumminnin
LP-1835-5
Ardeevin
LP-2265-4
Croaghnacunny
LS-8065-2
Lettercran - Crilly
LS-7345-1
Kimmit / Croaghnadrin
LP-2125-3
Rathneeny Barr
LP-2195-1
Rath - Lisnapaste

Engineering
Area

Works
Type

Length
(m)

Year

Total
Area of
work
(sq.m)

Width
(m)

Estimated
Cost (EURO) Status

2021 Regional & Local Road Surface Dressing

Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local

Frosses - Glenties (Meenagran) Dunkineely
Darney Bruckless
Dunkineely
St Johns Point
Dunkineely
Calhame Jnc - Dunkineely
Dunkineely
Port Road Inver
Dunkineely
Port Pier - Fanaghans
Dunkineely
Ardaghey - Ardara
Dunkineely
Drumnaherk - Edenamuck
Dunkineely
Lettertreane - Drimarone ChapelDunkineely
Drumbarron - Roes
Dunkineely
Glenborin
Dunkineely
Drumcoe - Tullyvoos
Dunkineely
Braide
Killybegs
Dooey/Doonalt
Killybegs
Crove Road
Killybegs
Multins towards the N56
Killybegs
Bruckless towards Croagh
Killybegs
Roxborough to Derrylaghan
Killybegs
Shalwey
Killybegs
Malinmore - Meenavean
Killybegs
Kilcasey, Kilcar
Killybegs
Croughnasilla
Killybegs
Meenacross
Killybegs
Rossnowlagh RD
Ballyshannon
Durnish (Mile Straight)
Ballyshannon
Rushen
Ballyshannon

SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD

2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021

600
1000
1100
1500
630
750
900
650
1000
1000
1000
1900
1300
1600
1200
1900
1000
1000
1000
1150
1500
1000
1100
1200
1200
900

5.75
3.25
3.75
3.5
3.75
3.75
6
3.25
3.5
3.75
3
3.2
5
4.5
4.5
3
5
4
4
4.5
4
3.5
3.5
7
5
3.3

3450
3250
4125
5250
2363
2813
5400
2113
3500
3750
3000
6080
6500
7200
5400
5700
5000
4000
4000
5175
6000
3500
3850
8400
6000
2970

€18,500.65
€15,000.00
€18,312.70
€24,000.00
€11,500.00
€13,500.00
€24,100.00
€9,400.81
€17,000.00
€16,600.00
€13,600.00
€27,200.00
€35,750.00
€39,600.00
€29,700.00
€24,300.00
€22,500.00
€18,194.37
€18,000.00
€23,560.92
€27,000.00
€13,500.00
€18,000.00
€43,348.18
€27,000.00
€13,365.00

Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Ballyshannon
Laghey
Laghey

SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD

2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021

1600
1100
1600
1200
1750
2550
1612.1
250

3.3
3.3
6
5
3.2
3.5
5
9

5280
3630
9600
6000
5600
8925
8060.5
2250

€23,760.00
€16,335.00
€43,200.00
€27,000.00
€25,627.50
€18,023.37
€44,332.75
€12,375.00

Laghey

SD

2021

600

3.5

2100

Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey
Laghey

SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD
SD

2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021

600
1600
800
1100
500
200
500
1200
700
1000
950
1100

6.3
3.8
6
6
6
3
6
3.3
3.3
3
3.1
3.5

€9,450.00 Completed

3780 €18,398.69
6080 €27,360.00
4800 €21,600.00
6600 €29,700.00
3000 €13,500.00
600
€2,700.00
3000 €13,500.00
3960 €17,820.00
2310 €12,483.56
3000 €13,500.00 Completed
2945 €13,252.50 Completed
3850 €19,250.00 Completed
Total
€985,701.00

Donegal Municipal District
Agreed 2021 Restoration Improvement Programme
2021

No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
1
2
3
4
5

Road
Class
R
LT
LP
LP
LS
LS
LP
LS
LP
LS
LP
LP
LS
LP
R
LS
LP
LP
LS
R
LP
LP
LP
LP
R
LP
R
R
R
R
LP
LS
LS
LS
LS
LS
L
L
L
LT
LS
LP
LS
R
R
R
LP
LP

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

LP
LP
LP
LS
LS
LP
LS
LP
LP
LP
LP
LP

Road
Road Name and/or
Engineeri
Number
Townland Name
ng Area
R 262-2
Frosses - Meenagran
14
LT14451 Castleview Housing Estate Dunkineely14
LP 1485-2 Brenter - Tievedooly
14
LP 1515-5 Ardaghey - Ardara (Patching)
14
LS 5715-1 Drumadart - Corrakeel
14
LS 6145-1 Doorin Rock Road
14
LP 1875-1 Station Road Mountcharles
14
LS 6475-2 Drumstevlin
14
LP 1845-2 Altadoo
14
LS 6425-1 Dummys Br - Meenacally
14
LP 1815-3 Letterbarrow - Drumnaherk
14
LP 1815-4 Drumboarty - Letterbarrow
14
LS 6335-1 Eglish
14
LP1825-2,3 Altiloo - Lacrom
14
R 263-3 & LP1285-3
Killybegs streets
15
LS 5195-2 Derrylaghan
15
LP 1075-2 Meenacharvy
15
LP 1375-1 Croagh/ Bolywogs
15
LS 5145-1 Leargadaghtan (Teelin)
15
R 263-4
Fintra - Tullid
15
R 263-8
Cashlings
15
LP 5185-1 Straleel - Stranakirk
15
LP 1125-2 Meenaneary
15
LP 1395-2 Calhame crossroads
15
R 263-11 Meenaveen towards Carrick
15
LP 1365-1 Curraghafeaghan
15
R231
Rossnowlagh RD
16
R267
Ballyshannon Streets
16
R267-6
Bundoran Rd
16
R267
Bundoran Streets
16
LP7155-1 Ballintra Streets
16
LS23751 Cashelard
16
LS2575-1 Magheracar
16
LS7665-1 Carricknahorna/Tober
16
LS2395-1 Abbeylands
16
L2325-1 Ballymagoraty Scotch E+J
16
L7965-1 Clontyseer
16
L2355-1 Lismintan
16
l-7875-2 Dumuckrum
16
L-75151-0 Alla
16
L7115-1/L71152
Drumhome
16
L-2295-1 Rossnowlagh RD Upper
16
L7785-1 Doobally
16
R267
Donegal Town
17
R232
Pettigo Rd
17
R233
Lough Derg Road
17
LP6565-1 Finnabanes
17
LP1835-2 Greenan
17
Friary Road Lough Eske (Shore
LP1965-1 Road - Harveys Point Road)
17
LP-2245-1 Aghafoy (Kimid Depot)
17
LP2095-1 Raneany West - (Hill Road)
17
LS8065-2 Crilly
17
LP-2145-1/2Carrick West Drumanus Glebe
17
LP-2195-1 Lisnapate - Trummon East
17
LS6695-1 Drumbar
17
LP2065-2 Drumbar
17
LP2075-1 Ranenny West - Old Laghey Rd
17
LP2175-1 Tobernahoory Ballintra
17
LP1915-2 Killymard Chapel (Gortlosky)
17
LP20752 Tullywee
17

Length
(m)
600
300
1500
1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
750
1000
850
1000
1000
300
600
600
900
500
800
900
200
1,400
500
500
800
900
500

Total
Area of
work
(sq.m)
3,600
2,500
4,800
3,000
4,500
3,000
3,200
3,200
3,250
4,000
2,720
4,000
4,000
1,800
4,500
2,100
4,500
2,000
2,400
6,300
1,200
4,200
2,500
2,000
4,800
4,050
3000

Patch
580
300
1000
400
1000
1300
250
900
1000
1000
900
1100
500
1115
500
600
340
1000
1000

Patch
5520
1962
3400
2000
3200
4550
1500
3150
3300
3700
2880
3300
4550
3902
3000
3600
1870
4500
4500

Estimated
Cost (EURO)
€95,000.00
€65,000.00
€65,881.64
€50,000.00
€45,000.00
€45,000.00
€53,000.00
€60,000.00
€80,000.00
€48,000.00
€44,236.96
€44,000.00
€44,000.00
€90,000.00
€125,000.00
€40,000.00
€95,000.00
€40,000.00
€35,000.00
€128,944.00
€20,000.00
€58,000.00
€80,000.00
€41,308.67
€120,000.00
€81,000.21
€93,000.00
€40,000.00
€5,000.00
€80,617.87
€36,000.00
€68,000.00
€40,000.00
€44,800.00
€59,150.00
€40,777.00
€44,100.00
€42,900.00
€51,800.00
€40,500.00
€67,200.00
€60,000.00
€54,642.07
€65,659.00
€130,000.00
€25,909.39
€60,750.00
€58,500.00

1000
1000
1000
1000
1000
1100
400
200
1000
400
300
700

3500
3500
4500
3,500
3500
5,500
1400
700
5000
2400
2400
2450
TOTAL

€47,250.00
€45,500.00
€58,500.00
€49,000.00
€45,500.00
€77,000.00
€18,200.00
€9,450.00
€130,850.00
€31,103.00
€67,203.82
€34,503.37
€3,516,737.00

Status

Completed

Completed
Completed
Completed

Completed
Completed
Completed

Completed

Donegal MD footpath repair & public lighting infill works
3 Year Programme
Footpath Works
RSS Area Location

14

15

16

17

Mountcharles
Dunkineely
Frosses
Killybegs
Kilcar
Glencolumbkille

Year 1
Budget
2018
€5,729.00

Year 2
Budget
2019
€16,600.00

€15,568.00

€16,600.00
€16,600.00
€8,300.00

Carrick
€8,300.00
Ballintra
Ballyshannon
€95,244.00 €16,600.00
Bundoran
€16,600.00
Donegal Town
€32,897.00 €16,600.00
Laghey
€8,300.00
Bridgetown
Pettigo
€8,300.00
Totals €149,438.00 €132,800.00

Year 3
Budget
2020
€24,350.00
€23,432.00
€23,432.00
€50,000.00
€3,200.00
€16,314.00

Overall
Total
Amount
€46,679.00
€23,432.00
€40,032.00
€82,168.00
€3,200.00

Status
Year 1
2018
Completed

Completed

€24,614.00
€1,700.00
€10,000.00
€11,214.00
€11,214.00
€35,000.00 €146,844.00 83% completed
€25,000.00
€41,600.00
€47,214.00
€96,711.00 84% completed
€8,000.00
€16,300.00
€6,000.00
€6,000.00
€10,000.00
€18,300.00
€284,856.00 €567,094.00

Status
Status
Year 2
Year 3
2019
2020
34% completed Yet to commence
41% completed
Yet to commence Yet to commence
95% completed Yet to commence
Yet to commence
Yet to commence Yet to commence
Yet to commence Yet to commence
Completed
54% completed Yet to commence
Completed
Completed
Yet to commence Yet to commence
Yet to commence Yet to commence
Yet to commence
Yet to commence Yet to commence

Public Lighting Infill Works
Area

14

15
16

17

Location
Drimark,
Donegal Town
Mountcharles
Mill Park Hotel,
Doonan
Kilcar
Killybegs
Ballyshannon
Killymard,
Donegal Town
Tirconnaill
Street & Castle
Street, Donegal
Town
Killymard,
Donegal Town

Description
Total Cost
Infill lighting - 7 additional
lights at Drimark on Local
€10,871.00
Lower End Mountcharles
€6,750.00
Proposed lighting from
Doonan Roundabout to
€9,500.00
Lighting improvement
€10,650.00
Old Fintra Rd near Glenlee €18,725.00
Rossnowlagh Link Road.
€30,000.00
Extend existing public
lighting past the school
€11,600.00
Infill lighting needed along
the public road at
Tirconnaill Street on local
Road L-1925-3 between
€10,000.00
Killymard Church to
Drumrooske Housing
€22,500.00
Total amount
€130,596.00

Status
Completed
Started
Yet to commence
Completed
Yet to commence
Completed
Completed

Yet to commence
Completed

Donegal Municipal District
Agreed list of projects to be funded from the 2021 Drainage Grant
County Budget
Donegal MD %
Donegal MD Budget

Area % of Budget

14

23.58%

€1,320,010.00
20.65%
€275,584.00

Budget

€64,972.68

15

24.58%

€67,725.92

16

24.70%

€68,057.72

17

27.15%

Description of Works
Newtown - River undermining the Rounty Road for a distance of 45m.
Strenghten using rock armour to support road edge.
Tullinlough - Pipe road side drain with 450mm Twinwall pipe, 150m
Mountcharles - Leonards Crossroads replace roadside culvert.
Beaugreen: St John's Point Rd new roadside drain for a distance of 135m
with 300mm Twinwall Pipe.
Inver: Pipe drain on the Port Road and construct layby.
Curraghfeagan - pipe road side drain to improve the width of the road.
Tullid: Upgarde existing pipes to cater for additional flows. 180m
Croaghbeg- Gortalia - Pipe open drains, provide additional drainage in order
to provied a number of laybys.
Croweighter - Pipe roadside drain to strengthen roadside.
Ballyarra Road - Drainage works
Rossnowlagh (Junction to Sandhouse Hotel off the R231)
Rossnowlagh (R231) Creevey NS
Doobally
Derries (Culvert Crossing)
Ballintra - Flooding - Drainage
Shannagh Junction - Road Crossing and road side drainage and road repair
R233 Lough Derg Road - Bircog - 300m outside speed limit - ponding - Install
Extra Gullies
Road Crossing ( Replace callopsed Old Stone Culvert Crossing) - Croaghbrac Past Salmon Farm
Tullylark - Edge of road drainage - pipe existing drain- Tullylark
Lettercrann - Replace crossing, pipe edge of road and road repair - Above
Lettercrann Chapel

€74,827.68

Drumbarr - Drain road egde and pipe to outfall (Junction onto old laghey hill)
Corracramp Tawnawully - Road egde drainage and gullies & Galadoo
Crossing
Tobernahorry - Road side drainage and gullies "Before Ballintra Chapel"

€275,584.00

TOTAL

Road No. Estimated Cost €
LP6445/2
R262/5
LP1645/4

€22,000.00
€15,000.00
€8,370.74

LP1425/4
LP1535/1
L-1365-1
R-263-4

€9,500.00
€9,500.00
€15,000.00
€23,000.00

L-1215-4
R230
L-5365-1
R231
R231
LS-77851-1
L-2335-4
LP-2175
L-2185-4

€14,000.00
€15,098.48
€2,553.58
€20,000.00
€15,000.00
€15,000.00
€8,713.60
€8,713.60
€15,000.00

R233

€5,000.00

L-2265-5
L-8105-2

€5,000.00
€10,000.00

L-8065-1

€15,000.00

L-2065-2

€5,000.00

L-1835-4
L-2175-1

€8,000.00
€11,134.00

TOTAL

€275,584.00

Status

2020 Donegal MD Safety improvement Works
MD
Donegal

Road Number Location
L-6595
Spierstown (Clar Chapel)

Description
Installation of bollards on footpath near the junction to ensure
vision lines are not being impeaded by parked vehicles

LA Allocation Status

Total

€15,000
€15,000

Bollards to be
erected in January

2021 Donegal MD Safety improvement Works
MD
Donegal

Road Number Location
R263
Spierstown (Clar Chapel)
R280

Lennox Bridge

R267

Donegal Town

L-2535-2

West Rock Ballyshannon

Description
LA Allocation Status
Improvements to signage and lining from Killybegs to Kilcar
€30,000
Upgrading signage & lining and hedge trimming to improve forward
visability on the approach to the bridge.
€30,000
Upgrading the lights at two number pelican crossings outside Scoil
Aodh Rua agus Nuala.
€15,000
Installation of safety measures to help reduce speed on the
approach to the schools and the provisuion of a pedestrian crossing
point.
€30,000
Total
€105,000

July Stimulus 2020: List of proposed Projects for Active Travel Measures for Regional and Local Roads 2020
Donegal Municipal District

No

Road
Number

Decription of location of proposed
scheme

1
2
3

R263-9
L-2465-1
R263

4

R263

Carrick - Bogagh Road
Ballyshannon - Bishop Street Stage 1
Glencolumbcille
Killybegs - Industrial Road Footpath Stage 1

5

6

Extension
to Bank Donegal Town - Bank Walk
Walk
Installation of greenway,
L-1875-2 cycle/walkway along the Shore Road
Mountcharles.

7

R-252

8
9
10
11

L-1915
R263
R232
L-2465-1

Donegal Town - Killybegs Road
Donegal Town - Lough Eske Road
Glencolumbcille - Malin More Road
Pettigo
Ballyshannon - Bishop Street Stage 2

Specify if
Design or Length
Works
Provision of new footpaths
Works
80m
Provision of new infill section of footpath
Works
60m
Footpath Improvements
Works
Details of Active Travel Schemes

Width

Approved
Amount

Cost 2020
€35,000.00

Cost 2021
Status
Completed
€20,000.00 Yet to commence
€21,246.00 Started

2m
2m

€35,000.00
€20,000.00
€45,000.00

€200,000.00 €80,000.00 €120,000.00

€23,745.00

Design work associated with the provision of new
footpath

Works

650

2.0

Design work associated with the provision
of new greenway

Design

1.8km

2.5m

€20,000.00

€20,000.00

Design work associated with the provision
of new greenway

Design

2km

2.5

€20,000.00

€20,000.00

Design

110m

2m

€10,000.00

€10,000.00

Design
Design
Design
Design

325m
275m
230m
240m

Provision of new footpaths oand crossing
facilities
Provision of new footpaths
Provision of new footpaths
Provision of new footpaths
Provision of new footpaths
Total

Started

2m
€20,000.00
€20,000.00
2.0
€20,000.00
€20,000.00
4.5
€20,000.00
€20,000.00
2m
€20,000.00
€20,000.00
Total €430,000.00 €138,745.00 €291,246.00
Overall total
€429,991.00
€130,000.00

2020 Job Stimulus Allocations
Donegal County Council Climate Change Measures Allocations 2020-proposed carryover
MD

Road
Number

Location

Description of Works

LA Allocation

Amount of Allocation
that will be Spent in
2020 (End November)

Amount of Allocation
Requested for Transfer
into 2021:
Status

Donegal LT-51481

Bundoran - West End Protection measures for
€50,000
roads which would be
vulnerable to severe weather
events such as embankment
stability measures to protect
the road and prevent
slippage

Donegal R263/3

Frosses - Tullycumber Preventative works (such as
drainage works) to prevent
flooding

€50,000

Completed

€100,000

€70,000

€30,000

€150,000

€70,000

€80,000

Started

Economic Development, Information Systems &
Emergency Services Directorate

Report to Municipal District of Donegal
Content
1. Economic Development
1.1 Economic Development Unit
1.2 Tourism Marketing Unit
1.3 Trail Gazers Bid Project
1.4 Strategic Funding Unit
2. Local Enterprise Office
3. Information Systems
4. Emergency Services
4.1 Fire Service
5. For Information: Outdoor Dining Enhancement Scheme

1. Division: Economic Development
1.1 Division: Economic Development – Economic Development Unit
Project / Activity Report
Title

Economic Development Unit

Outline of Work

The Economic Development Unit proactively engages in economic
development opportunities, supporting job creation and strategic
investment in Donegal and is focusing on the following areas of work:
Donegal Place Brand initiative: The new Donegal Place Brand will be
officially launched virtually on Friday April 30th at 3pm. The launch also
includes the revamp of the Donegal.ie website. The new place brand
strategy will provide an important platform for future marketing campaigns
to showcase Donegal as a great place to Live, Work, Invest, Explore and
Study.
Economic Development Covid-19 Recovery: The Unit is continuing to be
proactive in supporting businesses during this Covid-19 pandemic and
activities include:
Communications on business supports: The EDU is proactively
promoting and sharing information on the various supports
available to businesses at this time including supports available
through LEO, Enterprise Ireland, Failte Ireland and various Councils
initiatives on all our platform including Donegal County Council and
Invest Donegal platforms.
Outdoor Dining Grant Scheme For Business:
The focus of this scheme is to provide a level of financial support to
tourism and hospitality businesses to purchase or upgrade
equipment to provide additional outdoor seating, and therefore,
increase their outdoor dining capacity for the summer of 2021. This
Scheme will be open for applications from the 12th of April 2021 to
30th September 2021.

Concierge Service:
Existing businesses, potential business start-ups or businesses
looking to relocate or wishing to expand and who need advice on
accessing a wide range of Council services and supports, can contact
the Business Concierge Service by email
economicdevelopment@donegalcoco.ie. The EDU are currently
promoting the service and contact details through its social media
channels.
Property Solutions: involves identification, marketing, option appraisal of
Council owned property and land for economic development opportunities
including provision of soft landing and second site location opportunities
for business. The Unit is progressing 12 queries of property solution
opportunities in various locations across the county.
Remote Working: The EDU is developing a new Remote Working Strategy
for Donegal to maximise the opportunities arising for the county as a
destination of choice for remote working which will form a key part of the
COVID-19 recovery plan. The EDU is aiming to have this ready for launch
within the few weeks.
The EDU is also working with various Innovation and Digital Hubs in
Donegal. A business feature for Árainn Mhór digital Hub, MODAM, is
currently being written, as well as working with LyIT on a Skills audit for the
island. The EDU is working closely with Donegal ETB to develop a training
course centred on remote working.
Caravan & Camping Study: The EDU have appointed KPMG Future Analytics
to assess and evaluate the opportunities and challenges facing the Caravan
& Camping sector in Donegal and to make recommendations on the future
development of this sector.
Four out of five MDs have been engaged with and a ‘have you say’ survey
for the general public will be launched in the coming week. In addition, a
specific survey will also be developed for the Caravan and Camping sector
and it is hoped that a final report will be complete by the end of June.
Alpha Innovation Centre: The project will support businesses and early idea

entrepreneurs to develop their innovation capability and business resilience
post Brexit and post Covid. Pending clarifications from Enterprise Ireland,
the recruitment of the innovation team which includes an Innovation
Manager and an Assistant Innovation Manager is currently being
progressed.
InvestDonegal Communications Update: Latest key stats for the
InvestDonegal LinkedIn and Twitter (@DonegalInvest) accounts are as
follows;
Impressions (last 28 days)

Total Followers

Linked In

42,200 (+12%)

1,733 (+151)

Twitter

101,00 (+61%)

1,205 (+48)

The EDU continue to inform businesses of the range of government
supports alongside insightful business and original content features.
In addition to the above accounts, the EDU works closely with the Council’s
Communications Office to share information on the Councils corporate
social media channels.
The EDU thanks Elected Members for their continued engagement with
InvestDonegal on our social platforms.
Global engagement: work is continuing to proactively target potential FDI
opportunities in the US market in collaboration with Derry City & Strabane
District Council and working to create a Donegal/North West bias for
businesses interested in exploring investment opportunities in the EU and
UK. This includes the provision of essential baseline data and information
for location decision makers.
Collaboration: Working with our colleagues in Community Development
and Planning Services to progress a range of strategic projects including:


Various Regeneration and Development Proposals under the
URDF/RRDF to ensure an economic development focus is derived
for the respective locations prioritised. Projects are in locations in all
Municipal Districts and were recently submitted as part of the DCCs
Regeneration plans.

Atlantic Economic Corridor: working with Local Authority partners along
the western coast to progress mutually beneficial projects and initiatives.
Work is ongoing between the EDU and Western Development Commission,
developing a photobank to be used for promotion of the region;
showcasing Donegal based companies, the quality of life and co-working
spaces. This will compliment the Donegal Place Brand initiative.
The Western Development Commission are developing an online booking
engine for hubs which is being trialled over the coming months with a small
number of hubs, before regional roll out.
The Western Development Commission Today have also officially launched
a new online jobs platform www.westernjobs.ie aimed at attracting a
skilled and talented workforce to both stay in and move to the region and
will tie to the promotional campaign #moretolife.
Contact Person

Ciaran Martin - ciaran.martin@donegalcoco.ie (086) 8261760
Rosita Mahony – rosita.mahony@donegalcoco.ie (087) 2510128

1.2 Tourism Marketing Unit
Project / Activity Report
Outline of Work

North West Tourism Product Development Programme
-

-

€100,000 has been granted by NWRDG to deliver a Northwest
product development programme for tourism businesses in the
North West region (Donegal, Derry/Strabane).
75 Donegal businesses have applied to be part of this programme,
the closing date for applications was the 24th April. Successful will
be contacted next week and the workshop and mentoring will
commence in early May.

Donegal/ Derry Marketing Campaign – North West Regional
Development Fund

-

The tender document is currently live on etenders to engage a
creative company to create this campaign. The closing date for
application is May 4th and there has been a considerable expression
of interest from prospective companies.

Tourism strategy for the International Marketing of Ireland’s North
West, focusing on Donegal, Sligo and Mayo.
-

A draft strategy has been delivered by DHR which sets out the
objectives and character of a possible full cooperation project for the
international marketing of the North West between Donegal, Sligo
and Mayo Local Action Groups; and to identify a series of actions of
mutual benefit to the three partner counties in developing an
international marketing strategy for the North West region. The
three local authorities are currently reviewing this strategy.

Donegal Tourism Strategy 2021-2025

-

Tourism Development International has been appointed by Donegal
County Council to develop a new 5 year tourism strategy for the
County. Stage 2 has been completed on schedule – ‘Situational
Analysis’ is being presented to both DCC Sub Committee & Senior
Management Team. Feedback from the Tourism Trade, Councillor
Feedback, DCC Feedback, Tourism Representative bodies - Failte
Ireland & Tourism Ireland, Údarás na Gaeltachta, Donegal Airport has
been included. In addition, key reports have been reviewed a long
with Consumer Feedback & Best Practices. Donegal’s positioning is
emerging which includes Branding, Go Visit Donegal, Emerging
Projects & Pipeline Projects.

Data range: 1st – 22nd April 2021
GoVisitDonegal.com Website
Year to Date Stats – 1st Jan – 22nd April 2021
- Page Views: 96,432 (up 38.6% on the same period in 2020)
- Users: 35,796 (up 37.5% on the same period in 2020)
Website performance in April: Period 1st - 22nd April 2021

-

Page views: 21,360 ( up 216.5% on same period in 2020)
Users: 8,275 (up 171.3% on same period in 2020)

Year to Date website views by country:
 Traffic came from 125 countries in total
 Top Ten Countries include:

Marketing Updates
- Lonely Planet (countywide) – as part of the 12-month Destination
Guide online package, the updated content for Q2 has been
submitted and is now live on the Lonely Planet website:
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/ireland/county-donegal
The Q2 content showcases the following topics:
Explore Section:
- Donegal’s Wild Atlantic Way
- Make A Break For Donegal
- Donegal Gaeltacht
- Natural Beauty in Donegal
- Introducing Donegal
Things To Do:
- Activities: Parks & Gardens, Water Activities, Cycling, Walking,
Angling, Adventure Sports
- Places to see: Blue Flag Beaches, Towns & Regions, Donegal Islands,
Hidden Gems, Surfing, Blog
- Scenic Routes – Donegal Bay Drive, Ardara to Bluestacks, The Rosses
& Gweedore, Donegal East, Fanad Peninsula & Sheephaven Bay,
Inishowen 100

-

Go Visit Donegal Brochure

-

Minor Tourism Related Works Grant Scheme 2021 – this funding is
currently open to applicants countywide. Details are available across
online platforms incl. DCC website and social media and Go Visit
Donegal social media. A Newsletter to the Trade and follow up
reminders have gone out. In addition, a Zoom Webinar for interested
applicants took place on Thursday, 15th April hosted by the Tourism
Unit – 70 participants were registered and 53 in attendance. Closing
date for applications is 28th April 2021 at 4:00pm.

-

Make A Break For Donegal – online organic campaign commenced
across our social media platforms and the website on 1st March
attracting people to dream and plan their visit to Donegal when it’s
safe to travel again. This promotion continues across our Go Visit
Donegal website and social media platforms and performs very well.
This project has been developed as part of Donegal RecoveryTask
Force initiatives and Donegal Toruism continues working closely
with Fáilte Ireland on the development and implementation of this
campaign throughout the year.

-

Lonely Planet names 2 Donegal beaches among 10 Best Beaches in
Ireland incl. Trá Mór beach in Dunfanaghy and Ballymastocker Bay,
Portsalon.

-

Link: https://www.lonelyplanet.com/articles/best-beachesireland?utm_campaign=article&utm_medium=social&utm_source=t
witter

-

Newsletters – we continue to send it out to the Trade with the latest
business and tourism related matters e.g. upcoming conferences,
funding, business supports, tourism strategy survey etc

- In March:
Sent out newsletters: 10
Audience stats: Tourism Trade with 645 contacts and average campaign
performance of 34.8%
Marine Tourism Providers: 440 with average campaign performance 39%
Festivals: 340 avg campaign performance 41.6%
- In April:
Newsletter sent out: 3
Audience: Tourism Trade – 645 – avg performance 34.8%
-

Social Media – ongoing promotions across Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter promoting Donegal as a county with focus on each of the MD
Regions – we aim to promote 2 posts per MD per month across the
platforms.

Social Media Posts
In the month of March, the following posts have been published
- Donegal MD - 7, Glenties MD - 7, Stranorlar MD - 6, Letterkenny MD - 7,
Inishowen MD – 7
- Generic/Countywide Posts/Stories/Tweets - 114
TIDE – Atlantic Network for Developing Historical Maritime Tourism
The objective is to develop a niche historical maritime tourism package for
Atlantic based on connecting & marketing assets from historical period
across different regions ie World Wars, Atlantic Migrations, Napoleonic Era
& Spanish Armada. Work continues through engagement with the Donegal
Stakeholder Group and with the various project Partners.
Bundoran Marketing
 Working on video content for 2021 marketing
 Production of online St Patrick’s Day celebration show which was
broadcast on Facebook on March 17th. The show had more than
5,000 views in its first 24 hours.
 Working on content for new online Discover Bundoran 2021
Brochure.
 Planning Easter “stay home” campaign
Bundoran Tourist Office
 Remains closed pending further government restrictions. Phone and



emails monitored.
Currently one TÚS employee working.

Website and Social Media
Maintaining a social media presence for the town on Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter. Generating content and repurposing other content, particularly
of historical interest.




Working on a “Historical Timeline” feature for the website which will
chart the town’s history.
Sourcing images for promotion of Bundoran on our Instagram
account and scheduling daily.
“Bundoran Weekly” Podcast continues to be produced and released
each Friday across our social media channels – features at the
moment include “Bundoran Abroad”. Also promotion of Donegal
Tourism strategy.

Waterworld
 Awaiting confirmation date of facility opening for 2021 season.
Other
 Managing Donegal Tourism LinkedIn account
 Investigating sustainable tourism practices to implement with the
trade and marketing.
 Advancing plans with Tidy Towns team on plan for this year and
collaboration ideas for tourism initiatives.
 Working on outdoor dining solutions with Failte Ireland/Donegal
County Council.
 Town Team working with DCC for ongoing Failte Ireland Destination
Town project.
 Advancing plans with DCC Beach Manager on various initiatives
around the Main Beach and coastal area.
 Promotion of latest Small Business Assistance Scheme to
Bundoran/Ballyshannon businesses.

Engagement with Tourism Ireland & Failte Ireland Campaigns
- Make A Break For Donegal – online organic campaign commenced
across our social media platforms and the website on 1st March
attracting people to dream and plan their visit to Donegal when it’s
safe to travel again. This campaign is first of this kind in Ireland and
aims to keep Donegal top-of-mind for potential visitors. To maximise

the reach, tourism providers have been invited to join in and
promote the county – full suite of digital assets and sample content
has been provided. This campaign focuses on Donegal as a
destination with emphasis on six different itineraries covering all
areas of the county and this is the message that is emphasized
throughout. Itineraries include: Ardara and Bluestack Mountains and
Donegal East, Inishowen, South Donegal, Fanad Peninsula to
Sheephaven Bay, West Donegal. This project has been developed as
part of Donegal RecoveryTask Force initiatives and Donegal Toruism
continues working closely with Fáilte Ireland on the development
and implementation of this campaign throughout the year.

Contact Person

Barney Mc Laughlin
Head of Tourism Unit
barney.mclaughlin@donegalcoco.ie
074 9724465

1.3 Trail Gazers Bid Project
Project / Activity Report
Activity / Project
Title.
Activity / Project
Description.
Budget.

Trail Gazers Bid Project.

Outline of Work.

In 2018, Donegal County Council’s Research & Policy Unit successfully led
an application to the Atlantic Area Programme under objective 4.2 ‘
Enhancing natural and cultural assets to stimulate economic development’.
This transnational project is managed by Donegal County Council (Lead
Partner), working with 9 different partners located across Ireland, UK,
France, Spain and Portugal.

‘To quantify the return to the local economy for every euro invested in
walks and recreational trail infrastructure. ‘
€2.6 M

The project sets out to:
 Quantify the impact key strategic investments in walks and
recreational trail infrastructure can have on stimulating rural
communities, using sensors data, counters, surveys of users,
businesses, communities etc.






Develop and trial a range of practical initiatives and interventions
such as business to consumer initiatives, digital marketing tools etc
to enhance the return.
Work with communities, businesses and other key stakeholders in
the area to develop community plans and initiatives around the site.
Develop a range of community trail ambassadors to champion the
sites as catalysts for the development of rural economies.
Apply the key learning and methodology from our research site –
Inch Levels - to other sites in the county and region through an
extensive capitalisation programme.

SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS:
Website: www.trailgazers.eu
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TrailgazersB
Twitter: twitter.com/hashtag/TrailGazers
Instagram: www.instagram.com/trail.gazers
https://www.linkedin.com/company/trailgazers
#TrailGazers

PROGRESS:
 The Trail Gazers team has submitted the third financial claim and
fourth progress report to the Joint Secretariat, Atlantic Area
Programme on behalf of Donegal County Council.
 Work is progressing on the inaugural virtual Trail Gazers Challenge,
where you will virtually walk, jog, run or cycle from the beautiful
Inch Levels in Donegal to La Caldera de Taburiene on La Palma,
Canary Islands. Benefits to the project include:
1. Develops and raises awareness of the Trail Gazers Brand and
the project in general to an international audience.
2. Provides a platform to link our 8 trail sites.
3. Promotes Trail Gazers 8 Pilot Trails and the unique experience
that can be offered in these rural locations, places to explore
when it is safe to travel again.
4. Key promotional message – the health benefits of walking,
hiking and cycling.
5. Key promotional message - Niche Tourism Segment – Walkers,
Cyclists, Outdoors.
6. Drives ‘traffic’ to our social media channels/website.
 Two additional sensors have been deployed at the disabled viewing
area at Inch Wildfowl Reserve to capture usage numbers.
 Work is progressing on identifying other trail sites and catchment

Contact Person.

areas in Donegal that can benefit from the learning and outputs
from Trail Gazers.
 On-site surveys have been affected by ongoing Covid 19 restrictions,
however plans are in place to capture site data as soon as guidelines
allow. This information will be a major project output comparing
the value of multipliers at different geographical regions in the same
summer season.
 Under our Capitalisation work package, a virtual workshop involving
all project partners will take place on Tuesday 11th May to look at
the methodology for animating and engaging with SME businesses
and tourism service providers.
 The next virtual communication and coordination meeting involving
all the transnational partners is scheduled for the 7th May, 2021.
These meetings are led by Donegal County Council and provide a
great opportunity to ensure that progress in delivering key project
outputs remains on track.
Colin Mc Nulty
086 8057810
cmcnulty@donegalcoco.ie

1.4 Strategic Funding Unit
Project / Activity Report
Title

Outline of
Work

Strategic Funding Unit – exploring EU and National Funding
Opportunities that support the objectives set out in the Donegal County
Council Corporate Plan 2020 – 2024
Donegal Town Pier Masterplan
The RFT (Request for Tender) for the procurement of a consultancy
agency to develop a Donegal Town Pier Masterplan is currently active on
e-tenders. The deadline has been extended until 25th June 2021 to allow
for this piece of work to be combined with the plans for the Outdoor
Public Space Scheme 2021 in Donegal Town (see below).
Outdoor Public Space Scheme 2021
The Strategic Funding Unit is leading out on the application for Donegal
Town under the Outdoor Public Space Scheme 2021 to fund the
development of outdoor space, in particular the Diamond area. Funding
in the amount of €250,000 has been made available under this scheme to
develop public space in Donegal Town for the purposes of increasing
tourism, generating economic growth and providing a multi-use outdoor
space accessible to both visitors and the local community. This project

will compliment other funding programmes currently facilitating the
development of outdoor facilities for dining etc. The SFU will be engaging
with stakeholders including Fáilte Ireland, local community and business
representatives and those in the tourism, creative and culture sector. A
development plan will be required for this project and it was decided that
it would be beneficial to combine the development of this plan with the
Masterplan for Donegal Town Pier area and appoint the same
consultancy agency to produce both plans to ensure an overall vision for
development and to allow for more effective engagement with
stakeholders. The deadline is now set to 25th June 2021 on e-tenders.
Once a consultancy agency is appointed, work will commence on
stakeholder engagement and developing the plan.
AER (Assembly of European Regions) Skills and Innovation Webinar
The Strategic Funding Unit will be participating in the AER Bureau Debate
on Democracy taking place on 12th May along with representatives from
Donegal County Council and the Youth Council. The SFU is working with
AER to scope out the potential of hosting the AER Summer Academy
event here in Donegal in 2022 depending on the Covid situation at that
time.

Strategic Funding Webinars 2021
A Strategic Funding Unit webinar took place on 31st March 2021 themed
around the Blue Economy and funding opportunities that support its
development. This webinar included presentations from the Strategic
Funding Unit on Blue Economy funding opportunities, Elise Wattrelot
from the CPMR (Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions), Simon
Pascoe, EU Funding Consultant and Wim Stubbe, Development Manager
from the Port of Rotterdam shared his experience. This webinar is
available on the Council’s YouTube channel. The next webinar is planned
for May 2021; more details will be available soon.
Peace Plus Submission
The Strategic Funding Unit is currently coordinating a submission on
behalf of Donegal County Council to the Peace Plus programme.
Divisional Funding Needs Analysis
The Funding Needs Analysis process is ongoing in advance of new funding
programmes opening up in the coming months.
Strategic Funding Unit Newsletters
Donegal County Council Strategic Funding Unit continues its targeted email campaign. E-mail newsletters are being sent weekly to the team

members in the various Divisions regarding funding opportunities,
project development and events that are relevant to the work they are
doing in line with the strategic objectives set out in the corporate plan.
To date 15 targeted e-mail newsletters have been sent.

Contact Person

Funding Call Alerts & Reviews
In addition to the e-mail newsletters, direct e-mails are sent to staff when
a relevant funding opportunity arises that suits their work plan.
Joy Harron
Acting Staff Officer
Mobile: +353 (87) 0619360
E-mail: joyharron@donegalcoco.ie

1. Local Enterprise Office
Project / Activity Report
Activity /
Project Title

The Local Enterprise Office (LEO)
The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) as part of the Economic Development,
IS & Emergency Services Directorate, is the “first stop shop” for anyone
planning, starting or growing a small business in Donegal. The LEO plays
a major role in offering expertise, know-how and financial support to
local small businesses, enabling them to grow and thrive. Supports
available can be categorised under 4 core pillars, notably Financial,
Capability Development, Enterprise Promotion and Economic & Other
initiatives.

Outline of
Work

A range of COVID 19 supports in addition to the regular LEO supports are
on offer and a summary of the supports and the uptake is detailed
below.

Expert Mentoring

Up to 12 hours of free online/telephone mentoring is available to any
business seeking assistance in addressing COVID -19 issues including
developing their cash flow projections, managing cashflow, drafting loan
applications, HR advice, Risk Assessment, etc and developing short action
plans to address the identified actions. Mentoring application forms are
available to download here.
Progress: To date in 2021, 36 COVID - Mentoring applications have been
approved. In 2020, 136 mentoring supports were approved.

Trading Online Voucher Scheme
The Trading Online Voucher (TOV) Scheme offers assistance for
businesses looking to build an online presence. 50% Financial assistance
up to €2500 is available to small businesses that have been trading for
more than 6 months with less than 10 employees. Participation in the
Trading Online Workshop is compulsory for approval for this scheme.
Completed applications submitted in advance of 31 December 2020
deadline were considered for the 90% support rate and all subsequent
applications can be considered for the 50% support rate.
Progress: 35 TOV applications have been received by the Local Enterprise
Office in 2021 with 81 applications awarded €184,620.15. Previously in
2020, 462 applications were awarded €1,116,165 funding in line with the
approved budget.

Microfinance Ireland Supports for COVID-19

The COVID 19 Business Loan from Microfinance Ireland (MFI) in
association with the Local Enterprise Office is a government funded
initiative to support small businesses through the current period
of uncertainty and protect job creation/sustainment in Ireland. If any
micro-enterprise is impacted or may be impacted negatively by COVID19 resulting in a reduction of 15% or more in turnover or profit, AND
they are having difficulty in accessing Bank finance, the MFI COVID-19
Business Loan may be an alternative funding solution for them. Loans
up to €25,000 are available with a reduced interest fee of 4.5% as
opposed to 5.5% available, if the application is submitted via the Local
Enterprise Office. Interest Free and Repayment Fee for 6 months is
available. For more information, click here.
Progress: During 2020 25 applications were submitted to MFI via the
Local Enterprise Office of which 15 were approved. In 2021 five
applications have been received and 3 submitted to MFI.
In addition, there is a COVID–19 Working Capital Loan available from
SBCI. This is for eligible businesses impacted by COVID-19. Loans from
€25,000 up to €1.5m will be available at reduced rates (max 4%), with up
to the first €500,000 unsecured. Applications can be made through the
SBCI website https://sbci.gov.ie/.

Other Supports
Border Brexit Stimulus Package

Brexit Stimulus Package
The Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation has announced
an additional budget allocation of €8 -10m across the six border LEOs in
2020 as a stimulus measure to mitigate any Brexit related slowdown.
The programmes of support will include a Scaling Programme, a Green
Energy Programme, a Retail Programme, an Export Programme, an
Innovation Programme and a Scaling Programme.
A number of the programmes have commenced or are open for
applications notably, Retail, Exporting, Financial Management and Green
for Micro. Details on each are outlined below;

The programme has commenced with 36 retail businesses participating
have a range of activity including;
 Retail Health Check Diagnostic: an assessment of current
business performance, with growth opportunities identified
 8 x Interactive Webinars to help refocus the business
 2 x Mystery Shopper Surveys
 2 x (1/2 day) 1-2-1 Mentoring Sessions
 3 x Specialist Masterclass Webinars - learn from those who have
walked in your shoes.
 Retail programme with 36 participants.
Export Programme –
Regional export programme, currently with 10 Donegal
businesses taking part – incorporated 8 online meetings,
10 export market insight webinars and one to one
mentoring to help participants to develop their export
plans. In addition, each business has received expert advice in market
research.
Finance Programme: financial capability programme to help companies
better manage finances and mitigate impact of Brexit is underway. Each
business attends four workshops and receives one to one mentoring.
Formal workshops now complete with mentoring ongoing. Sixteen
Donegal businesses have completed the programme.
Innovation Programme is currently under review but it is envisaged that
the programme will get underway shortly to help businesses focus on an
innovation project to help them be more competitive in the face of
Brexit. Ten places are available for Donegal companies.
Green for Micro Programme

The Green for Micro programme has received 13 applications to date of
which 11 have been approved. It helps identify cost savings and improve
the green credentials of a business by looking at a business from an
environmental perspective. Projects may include a review of energy,

water & waste costs, guidance with environmental management system,
to the greening of a product or business to adapt to the changing market
place. The programme will help participants to make more informed
decisions to reduce business costs, lower its carbon footprint, and
improve the environmental profile of the business in the marketplace.
The programme outline:
Part 1
1. Two days free mentoring will be awarded to each business (open
to all businesses – not just LEO clients). An appropriate consultant
is identified and engaged to carry out a Green audit of the
business. This audit will identify issues and opportunities within
the business.
Part 2 (Optional)
2. Following this initial audit – a business may wish to further
progress with opportunities identified within the audit - an
additional three days mentoring can be applied for or a Green
voucher to the value of €2500 at a maximum rate of 50%
(Voucher restricted to less than 10 employees – existing eligible
LEO clients).
Measure 1: Financial Supports


Start Up/Business Expansion

For existing companies and potential start-ups that meet eligibility
criteria (such as manufacturing/added value/ internationally traded
services, employing 10 or fewer people with the potential for growth and
job creation), the Local Enterprise Office offer three types of financial
supports:
 Feasibility/Innovation Funding
Up to 60% of the cost of undertaking a feasibility study on an innovative
new product or service may be considered subject to a maximum of
€20,000.
 Priming (Start Up) Grant Aid
Our Priming Funding is designed to assist a micro-enterprise within the
first 18 months of start-up. It covers 50% of eligible costs, subject to a
maximum contribution of €80,000.

 Business Expansion Grant
Our Business Expansion Funding is designed to assist a micro-enterprise
that has been trading for over 18 months. It covers 50% of eligible costs,
subject to a maximum contribution of €80,000.
Progress: To date in 2021, 16 applications have been approved €397,754
in funding. The next meeting of the Evaluation Committee is scheduled
for 27th May 2021.
Previously in 2020, 32 grants were approved €769,630 in funding
creating a projected 81 jobs over the 3 year period.
Donegal Stories

A new Website https://donegalstories.ie/ showcasing some of the Small
Businesses supported by the Local Enterprise Office has been developed.
BREXIT
With the UK exiting the EU on 1 January 2021, the Local Enterprise Office
has expert advice, information and practical supports available to help
local businesses manage their Brexit response through the following
supports;
Scorecards and Checklists
Scorecards and checklists are available to assess how a business may be
impacted by Brexit.
Mentoring
One-to-one advice and guidance from an experienced mentor to deal
with Brexit Related issues.

Ready for Customs Grant
Ready for Customs grant will assist businesses increase its capacity to
manage the customs process after 1st January 2021. Up to €9,000 is
available for each new Full Time employee engaged in Customs work.
Brexit Readiness Checker
The Brexit Readiness Checker develops a personalised report to help
businesses prepare for Brexit.
Customs Training
Customs change is here and the workshops help businesses adapt.
Hundreds of local businesses have participated in the workshops in 2020
with further Workshops scheduled monthly, the next scheduled for 20
May 2021.
Measure 2: Capability Development
The Local Enterprise Office provides a broad suite of training,
management development, mentoring and peer-learning programmes
all aimed at increasing the capability of owner managers and their key
internal staff. During COVID 19 many of these Programmes have moved
online and are in huge demand.
These include:
Profitnet
Profitnet is a highly successful business development and support
programme which has benefited 180 Donegal businesses to date. The
programme runs for a period of up to 18 months and involves monthly
group meetings with peer business owners, which are facilitated to
ensure there is an exchange of innovative and creative business
solutions.
The Engineering Profitnet meeting continues to host online meetings
since the COVID -19 restrictions have been put in place, on a monthly
basis from 7am to 9.30am.
A new Food Coast Profitnet group has been established with 16
businesses from the food sector, both food production and services

involved. The 3rd meeting will take place in May 2021.
Training
Over 2,800 people attended a range of tailored training programmes in
2020 including online courses on Preparing for the Return to Work Post
COVID 19-Key Considerations for Business, Start your Own Business,
Preparing for Brexit, Getting your Business Online.
To date, 1,318 people have attended a range of training programmes in
2021 including;








The second of seven Start Your Own Business Programmes in
2021 with 17 participants has concluded. The next programme
will start on 17th of May with 14 participants registered to date
for the evening programme.
Lean for Micro Workshop with 18 participants was held with 6
full LEAN projects commenced. Each Project has a value of up to
€5k for each participating company.
A range of Digital Marketing workshops are underway including
Developing a Digital Strategy with 80 Participants and Developing
an E Commerce Website with 69 Participants;
Cash Flow Management for Business with 19 participants has
concluded.

Technical Study for Marine Development Works at Killybegs HarbourThe project has concluded with the Final Report received.
AMBITION- Pre Accelerator for Women
AMBITION is an exciting pre-accelerator programme run by Local
Enterprise Office Donegal, in partnership with NDRC, which sources and
builds digital startups to invest in and work with. The AMBITION
programme was open to female founders, entrepreneurs, or those with
a strong start-up idea, who have links to Donegal. Demand for this
exciting programme, the first of its kind outside an Urban setting was
high, with 41 applications received. 11 Female led teams, 3 of which
were Donegal Diaspora participated on the 6 week pilot programme. A
new programme will commence in September 2021.

Donegal SCALE-X
An exciting new Technology Accelerator Programme will commence in
June 2021 encouraging more Technology companies to grow in Donegal.
The programme is now open for applications closing 24th May 2021. The
programme will commence 9 June for 12 weeks, half day per week. It
will focus on early stage Tech Start Ups with potential to scale.

3.0 Enterprise Promotion
Under the Service Level Agreement between Enterprise Ireland on behalf
of the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation, a key area of
activity of the local Authority/Local Enterprise Office is the promotion of
an enterprise culture and entrepreneurship within the county. Activities
under this include:



Local Enterprise Week

Local Enterprise Week went virtual this year with a full programme of
online events designed to help Donegal businesses spring back into
action. The week-long series of events is a collaboration between Local
Enterprise Office Donegal and its Enterprise Partners including the Digital
Hubs, Udaras, LYIT and Co Lab. Over 1000 people joined in to the the 23
events organised by the LEO Team and their Enterprise Partners for Local
Enterprise Week 2021 in Donegal.
Business Information Session
A Monthly Information Session/Grant Aid Workshop is held online
monthly on the last Friday of each month.


Student Enterprise Awards
County Final of Student Enterprise Programme held online on March 26th
with 19 schools and over 500 students in the County taking part in the
programme. 35 businesses and 150 students from 15 schools took part
in the county final. Two county winners were selected to go through to
the virtual national final on May 14th.
 Enterprise Awards
The National Enterprise Awards Final took place virtually on February
11th. O'Donnell's Bakery represented Local Enterprise Office Donegal.
4.0 Economic & Other Initiatives
The LEO is engaged in a wide range of other initiatives, including;
 Enterprise Europe Network
Enterprise Europe Network led up by Donegal County Council and the

Local Enterprise Office is providing unique opportunities to businesses all
over Ireland to make connections and meet internationally in ways we
never thought possible until 2020. Last year almost 650 business people
attended 9 events across Europe. Businesses also have access to market
information in almost 70 countries around the world and an online
database of over 5000 opportunities across business, technology and
Research & Development internationally. Two Meet the Buyer events
are organised. EENginex took place on 15th April for the engineering
sector and Food eirEEN is planned for 9th June for the food sector.
Queries to Eileen Kelly, Enterprise Europe Network Coordinator
eileen.kelly@leo.donegalcoco.ie
 Donegal Diaspora
The Tip O’Neill Irish Diaspora Awards nomination process is now open
for 2021. The award is presented to a chosen member/s of the Irish
diaspora in recognition of their achievements. Nominations are welcome
from across the globe and across a range of sectors, including business,
commerce, industry, education, politics, finance, sport to name but a
few. The Tip O‘Neill Irish Diaspora Awards not only recognise and honour
people who have excelled in their field, it also gives us the opportunity to
highlight to our diaspora the ongoing opportunities and developments in
the county.
The awards ceremony is an initiative of the broader Donegal Diaspora
project and has become a highlight of Donegal County Council’s calendar
of events.
Nominations forms can be had by contacting the Donegal Diaspora
project executive joanne.kilmartin@leo.donegaalcoco.ie
and the closing date for nominations is 31st May 2021
 The Food Coast – Donegal’s Good Food Initiative:
The Food Coast is engaged in a wide range of initiatives to promote
Donegal Food. A new Food Coast Donegal Producer Directory launched
online in February.

A new management development programme for the sector will
commence late May. This programme is aimed at owner managers of
food businesses in the county and will run for 5 months.
A Food Starter course was completed in April. We had ten new food
businesses attending these workshops, all of whom received 1-1
mentoring from the consultant.
Food Academy:
Three Donegal producers have successfully pitched to Musgrave’s upon
completion of the Food Academy Programme. Their products will be
available to purchase in all SuperValu outlets in the county from late May
2021.
 The Creative Coast
A new website for the creative sector is to be launched shortly. This will
be followed by a skills audit of the sector.
 Clusters
Funding secured for Donegal Engineering Cluster for three year period
and to be launched within next two months. Confirmed commitments to
support and engage from LYIT, ETB, Udaras na Gaeltachta and IDA
Ireland. An initial meeting with engineering businesses in the county will
take place on Wednesday 28th April to outline the plan. A formal launch
will take place when the steering committee is established.


Enterprise Plan
Work is on-going on a new County Enterprise Plan through OCO Global.
Stakeholder meeting to be held on 5 May 2021.
Contact Person

Brenda Hegarty, Assistant Head of Enterprise
Local Enterprise Office
074 9160895/9160735 |Mobile: 0873404510
brenda.hegarty@leo.donegalcoco.ie

LEO Donegal - Performance Metrics

Supports

LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE SUPPORTS 2020
Applications No of
Value of
Submitted
Approvals Approvals

Business Continuity
Vouchers
Trading Online
Vouchers
Mentoring
Measure 1 Grant
Supports
Micro Enterprise
Assistance Fund
TOTAL

678

574

€917,560

Uplift from
2019
(applications)
+678

563

462

€1,116,165

+518

217
38

199
32

€137,294
€529,685

+187
-

12

7

€6,750

+12

1,508

1,274

€2,707,454

1,395

2. Information Systems
Project / Activity Report
Activity /
Project Title
Activity /
Project
Description

Budget
Progress to
date within the
last monthinclusive of
current status

WiFi4EU
WiFi4EU is an EU sponsored initiative to create free public WiFi spaces
within the Digital Single Market. Municipalities across Europe had the
opportunity to apply for a max of 4 Vouchers. DCC were successful in
winning 4 vouchers to the value of €60,000. The Department of Rural &
Community Development will match fund each voucher +€60,000. DCC to
invest additional €30,000 to create budget total of €150,000 or €30,000
per Municipal District.
Propose to install 75 outdoor public WiFI access points throughout County
Donegal to create centres of public connectivity.
€150,000
Donegal MD
WiFi installed:
1. Carrick – Byrnes Foodstore
2. Bundoran – Failte Ireland Office
3. Bundoran – Life Guard hut on beach
4. Donegal Town – Discover Ireland Building
5. Donegal Town – Little Mammas
6. Donegal Town – Reveller Bar
7. Dunkineely – Community Centre
8. Glencolumbcille – Byrnes Foodstore
9. Mountcharles – Community Centre
10. Killybegs – Hegartys Centra
11. Kilcar – Aislann Kilcar
12. Killybegs – Harbour Bar
13. Pettigo – Termon Complex
Line yet to be installed:
14. Ballyshannon – Bridgend Bar
15. Ballyshannon – Diarmaid Keon

Project Targets
for the next
monthly

To conclude line installations where possible and continue installing WiFi
access points.

reporting
period

Ongoing lockdown restrictions making scheduling installation
appointments difficult.

Contact Person

Daragh McDonough – Broadband Officer
dmcdonough@donegalcoco.ie
074 9172450

Project / Activity Report
Activity /
Project Title
Activity /
Project
Description

NBP – National Broadband Plan
The NBP was signed by Government in November 2019 and will deliver
High Speed Broadband to all rural Premises as defined in the Amber areas
of the National Broadband Plan Map. The NBP will invest €135m in fibre
infrastructure in County Donegal over the 7 years of the rollout and will
connect 32,130 premises.
National Broadband Ireland (NBI) is the consortium which will deliver the
network and the NBP contract is managed by the Department of
Communications, Climate Action and Environment.
Liaison with NBI is through the Broadband Officer in Donegal County
Council and the Department of Rural and Community Development.
Early implementation of the NBP in 2020 will see the rollout of
Community Broadband Connection Points (BCP’s). These centres will act
as locations where High Speed Broadband is available in a local
community setting or strategic site until the NBP Fibre is implemented.
During 2021 NBI will be carrying out route proofing and surveying in
preparation for the main fibre rollout.

Budget

Progress to
date within the
last monthinclusive of
current status

Broadband Connection Points: BCP
 Amharclann Ghaoth Dobhair: Complete
 An tSean Scoil Málainn Bhig: Complete
 Comharchumann Oileáin Thoraí: Complete
 Cranford Community Centre: Complete
 Errigal training Centre Falcarragh: To be scheduled
 Fort Dunree: Complete
 Glenveagh NP: WiFi installation scheduled for 10th May
 Leghowney Community Hall: Complete
 Malin Head: Complete
 Meenreagh Hostel: Complete
 Ranger Station Sliabh Liag: Complete
 Ray Community Centre: Complete
Mobile phone boosters installed at Leghowney, Sliabh Liag & Fort Dunree.

Project Targets
for the next
monthly
reporting
period

NBI overhead Surveying in Cresslough/Milford & Falcarragh ongoing.
Consideration of new funding streams for development of existing BCP &
Hub network

Contact Person

Daragh McDonough – Broadband Officer
dmcdonough@donegalcoco.ie
074 9172450

4. Emergency Services
4.1 Fire Service
Project / Activity Report
Number of:
(March)*

Total for year

Fire Brigade incidents within County Donegal**:

58

154

Mobilisations (by Donegal Fire Service Brigades)**:

68

164

Mobilisations into Donegal (by NI Fire & Rescue
Service (NIFRS))**:

3

19

Fire Safety Certificate applications received:

16

40

Fire Safety Certificates waiting to be assessed:

23

N/A

Fire Safety Certificate applications assessed by Fire
Officer and waiting for Further Information from
Applicant / Agent:

38

N/A

Fire Safety Certificate decisions made:

12

17

Applications for Dangerous Substance Licences
received:

0

0

Dangerous Substance Licences issued:

1

0

Form of notice received under the Explosives Act,
1875:

0

0

Inspections and Auditing carried out (Fire Services Act
1981 & 2003, Annual Licensing, DSA 1972, Explosive
Stores, Pyrotechnics, BCA 1992 & 2007):

5

10

Fire Safety Complaints received:

2

2

Fire Safety Complaints dealt with:

0

0

During Performance Inspections carried out:

0

0

Activity

Fire Safety awareness presentations delivered:

0

0

* Current data only available up to end of March 2021.
** Provisional Figures.

5. For Information:
Outdoor Dining Enhancement Scheme
This scheme was developed to support local businesses in the Tourism and Hospitality sectors
who have been negatively impacted by Covid-19, by helping them develop their outdoor dining
capacity, similar to those found in cities across Europe.
The initial call for applications will open on April, 12th until September, 30th.

ENVIRONMENT REPORT – May 2021
WASTE AND LITTER MANAGEMENT

Activity /
Project Title
Project
Description/
Activity

Donegal Recycling Centres

There are 6 Recycling Centres in Donegal located at Laghey, Letterkenny, Dungloe, Stranorlar,
Milford and Carndonagh. These sites provide a wide range of recycling and waste services to
householders. As an essential service these sites have remained open to the public throughout
the pandemic. 2020 was an extremely busy year with a 30% increase in material collected
compared to 2019.
Each site has;
 Extensive free recycling area,
 Charged area for certain types of recyclable materials
 Bulky Goods – charged depending on type
 Other wastes such as green waste, tyres, household waste (black bag)
Information on opening hours, materials accepted and charges can be found at the following
link Recycling Centre leaflet 2021
Contact
Person

Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer
suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie

Activity /
Project
Title
Project
Description
/Activity

WEEE Recycling

WEEE Ireland have a number of campaigns promoting the use the Recycling centres for waste
electrical, electronic, batteries and bulbs. Anything with a plug or battery is free to recycle at the
Council’s 6 Recycling Centres.
This campaign is being promoted on radio, press releases and social media.

Contact
Person

Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer
suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie

Activity /
Project
Title
Project
Description
/Activity

Your County Your Waste Awareness Campaign

The Council is running an awareness campaign developed nationally under the Anti-dumping
initiative to highlight illegal dumping. This campaign is being promoted on social media and in a
number of newspapers. The campaign highlights the correct method to manage waste and also
how to report an instance of illegal dumping.
There is a Community Section on https://www.mywaste.ie/local-authority/?p=cw with
resources available for local community groups to download and use. Information on this has
been sent out to local groups.

Contact
Person

Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer
suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie

Activity /
Project
Title
Project
Description
/Activity

Brown Food Waste Bins

During the month of May the Council will also be highlighting food waste and the use of Brown
food waste bins or caddies. A radio and social media campaign will take place.
Householders will be informed that;




licenced waste collectors are distributing brown food waste bins or caddies,
that if they live in a town with a population 500 or more people they should be provided
with a brown bin or caddy
that all food waste including meats and bones can be placed in the food waste bin.

https://www.mywaste.ie/what-to-do-with-my-food-waste/

Contact
Person

Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer
suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie

Activity /
Project
Title
Resources for Business
Project
Description
/Activity

Mywaste.ie has developed a range of resources for business to help them manage their back
door waste. Posters, bin labels, animations and a brochure is available to download on
https://www.mywaste.ie/business/
There is a limit number available to order and businesses can order through the website,
business can also download what the need and arrange printing etc. Information on the
availability of these resources will be communicated to the Chambers of Commerce, LEO office,
Tourism & Economic Sections etc.

Contact
Person

Suzanne Bogan, Waste Awareness Officer
suzannebogan@donegalcoco.ie

COASTAL MANAGEMENT
MD: Donegal MD
Activity /
Beach Preparatory Works
Project Title
Project
Description/ Ahead of the bathing season preparatory works are being arranged and undertaken at many
Activity
beaches around the coastline. This involves repairs/improvements to access, signage, parking
and water safety infrastructure.


Outdoor showers have been installed at Bundoran beach.



Bathing water sampling schedule in place for our 21 Designated Bathing Waters.



Car free zone reinstated on Rossnowlagh beach (see below picture).

Pic. 1: Car free zone being reinstated on Rossnowlagh Blue Flag Beach

Contact
Person

David Friel
087 7801596

Activity /
Respect the Dunes Awareness Campaign
Project Title
Project
Description/ Dune systems act as a buffer to protect our coastline and are an important element in our
Activity
climate change adaption strategy. With increasing extreme weather events, our dunes are
increasingly important for coastal protection. Our dune systems are very fragile and can degrade
from recreational pressures such as trampling, camping, horse trekking, fires, etc.


A new signage and awareness campaign has been launched in Rossnowlagh advising the
public to use the designated boardwalk beach access and refrain from criss-crossing the
dunes. This initiative is in partnership with An Taisce, Friends of Rossnowlagh Beach and
DCC.

Pic 2: Signage and fencing as part of a new Respect the Dunes Awareness Campaign in
partnership with An Taisce, Friends of Rossnowlagh Beach and DCC.

Contact
Person

David Friel
087 7801596

Activity /
Rossnowlagh Dune Erosion Protection Project
Project Title
Project
Description/ A section of dune on the Rossnowlagh Blue Flag beach has been persistently scoured by wave
Activity
action causing collapse. A project of intervention was launched, in partnership with Friends of
Rossnowlagh Beach, giving nature a helping hand to restore the dunes. Twelve straw bales have
been used to act as a biodegradable buffer against storm damage, working with nature to allow
the system recover.
Pic 3: The area of coastline at Rossnowlagh beach being undermined.

Pic 4: Straw bales arriving on site at Rossnowlagh Beach

Pic 5: Straw bales being installed as a protective buffer to support dune restoration.

Pic 6: The area of coastline at Rossnowlagh beach following the installation of protective straw
bales.

Contact
Person

David Friel
087 7801596

JUNE BANK HOLIDAY PRESS RELEASE - WATER SAFETY IRELAND

Bank Holiday Brings Increased Risk Of Drowning
Public Asked To Stay Alert
Water Safety Ireland is urging the public to stay alert around water over the June Bank Holiday
weekend when adhering to social distancing, travel, and other public health guidelines. Many more
people are likely to visit coastal and inland waterways where the potential for accidents will be even
greater.
Changeable conditions will increase the risks for novice open water swimmers who should keep the
duration of their dip to a minimum, wear a wetsuit and swim within their depth. More
swimming advice here: www.watersafety.ie/open-water-swimming/
Anglers should always wear a lifejacket when on or near water and ensure that it is
properly maintained and has a correctly fitted crotch strap. More angling
advice here: https://watersafety.ie/angling/
Waterways are still cold and novice anglers may not be aware of the following dangers.

The dangers of accidental cold water immersion:
When cold water makes contact with your skin, the cold shock response causes an immediate loss
of breathing control, possible dizziness and panic. This dramatically increases the risk of
sudden drowning even if the water is calm and you know how to swim. For those who survive this
but are unable to get out of the water, progressive body cooling leads to hypothermia and muscle
cooling, making swimming more difficult or impossible.

What to do if you fall into cold water:
Float or tread water and if possible get as much of your body out of the water because you will
always cool faster in water than in air. Wearing a lifejacket with a crotch strap will enable you to
lessen heat escape by keeping your legs together and elbows by your side.
An awareness campaign partnership* between Water Safety Ireland (WSI), the RNLI and Irish Sailing
is calling for greater awareness to avoid a repeat of last year’s spike in call outs for rescue services.
The three organisations are calling on boaters to ensure that they have the necessary training to
enjoy their activity and to take skills refresher classes, for coastal walkers to check tide times to
avoid being cut off by a rising tide and for swimmers to be aware that fatigue can set in quickly in
cold water (Cold water swimming (https://youtu.be/zq-VI93ua-A) .
In an emergency call 112 and ask for the Coast Guard. Always call early.

Media Enquiries to:
Water Safety Ireland, The Long Walk, Galway
www.watersafety.ie; Tel: 091-564400
Contact: John Leech: 087-6789600 / 091-534973; Roger Sweeney 087-6789601 / 091-534976
Editor’s Note:
*Awareness campaign partnership between WSI, the RNLI and Irish Sailing includes videos and
photographs produced by David Branigan (davidbranigan@mailbox.org / @davidbranigan) with the
support of the European Journalism Centre Covid-19 Emergency fund (@ejcnet)
Repro-free photographs:
•

Freshwater swimming / Coastal swimming / Sailing & Boating / Stand-up paddle-boarding /
Safety equipment

50-second videos:
1. Sailing & Boating training, Safety prep for Sailing & Boating, (Irish Sailing)
2. Freshwater swimming (Water Safety Ireland)
3. Beach-walkers, open water swimming and stand-up paddleboards (RNLI)

Municipal District of Donegal
11th May 2021
1.

Town & Village Renewal – Donegal MD




Donegal Town
Glencolmcille
Rossnowlagh

2. Town & Villages Accelerated Measures




Bundoran- Round 1
Donegal Town- Round 2
Frosses - Round 3

3.

Playground Maintenance

4.

Peace IV Shared Spaces Project - Playgrounds in Bruckless

5.

Sliabh Liag Development Project

6.

Leader/RDP Programme Update

7. Walks & Trails update
8. YOURS Project
9. Healthy Ireland

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: May 2021
Activity / Project Title
Project
Description/Activity

2018 T&V Renewal – Donegal Town
Enhancements & Development Works
Works consists of:
1.
2.
3.

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Provision of a footpath
Provision of lining trail markings / App
Installation of interpretative panels / signage

€100,000 – Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 25,000 – Own Resources
Current Status:


A number of meetings have been held with Donegal Chamber
of Commerce to finalise the details of the project including the
options available to deliver the various elements of the
project.



Letter of Offer has been issued out to Group, signed and
returned.



Design of the proposed footpath is currently been progressed
and will be tendered in Q1 of 2021.



Designs and procurements are underway for the other
elements of the project.



Tender assessment complete, successful contractor to be
appointed.

Meeting to be scheduled with Roads Area Manager.
Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172493
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: May 2021
Activity / Project Title
Project
Description/Activity

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

2019 T&V Renewal – Glencolmcille
Enhancements & Development Works
Works consists of:
 Development of a Town Plan
 Upgrade existing footpaths
 Provision of directional and interpretative signage
 Provision of a bus shelter
€100,000 – Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 25,000 – Own Resources
Current Status:


A number of meetings have been held with the community
group for the area to finalise the details of the project
including the options available to deliver the various elements
of the project.



Letter of Offer has been issued out to Group, signed and
returned



Designs of the proposed works are currently underway and
will be presented to the community group.



The group are have procured an architect/designer to
progress the design and to prepare tender documents for a
number of elements of the scheme.



Works designed and currently out to tender.



Tender evaluation report complete and successful contractor
identified and construction commenced.

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172493
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: May 2021
Activity / Project Title
Project
Description/Activity

2019 T&V Renewal – Rossnowlagh
Enhancements & Development Works
Works consists of:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

€100,000 – Department of Rural & Community Development
€25,000 – Own Resources
€100,000- Peace IV Action Plan
Current Status:


A number of meetings have been held with the community
group for the area to finalise the details of the project
including the options available to deliver the various elements
of the project.



Design of the proposed works completed and presented to the
community group.



The Part 8 planning application was approved by Members at
the May Monthly meeting of Donegal county Council. The
designs and tender documents for the Rossnowlagh
playground and Town & Village works are complete and
approved by the SEUPB.
Tender evaluation report complete and successful contractor
identified.


Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Provision of a Traders Hub
Provision of a Sheltered Community/shared meeting area
Provision of Street Furniture & landscaping
Upgrade existing paths
Development of playground



Appointment of contactor and construction to commence on
lifting of Level 5 Covid-19 restrictions.

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172493
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: May 2021
Activity / Project Title

2020 T&V Accelerated Measures Round 1 – Bundoran

Project
Description/Activity



Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the
next Bi-monthly /
quarterly reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Project proposal provides for a marketing campaign to
promote Bundoran as a domestic holiday destination for
the remainder opf the year
€17,990.46– Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 2,008.48 – Own Resources
Current Status:
 Application submitted to Department in early July in
amount of €19,998.94
 Campaign will consist of Radio advertising to at least 8
local radio stations advertising Bundoran for the
shoulder season of September and October
 Social media advertising campaign generally using
Facebook and instagram to target 4 key audiences for
Bundoran, families, young couples, adventure seekers
and golden years
 Funding granting in early August
Marketing campaign to be undertaken in Q2. 2021
Dependent on lifting of Covid-19 restrictions.
Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Three Rivers Centre
Tel: 074-9172493
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: May 2021
Activity / Project Title

2020 T&V Accelerated Measures Round 2 – Donegal
Town

Project
Description/Activity



Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the
next Bi-monthly /
quarterly reporting period

Project proposal to establish an outdoor food market,
providing a safe place to meet, to shop within social
distancing whilst building on the brand identity of Donegal
Town as a foodie destination
€25,000– Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 2,780 – Own Resources
Current Status:
 Application submitted to Department in August in
amount of €27,780
 Provides for the purchase of 8 no 6ft foldable tables
for vendors, 4 sets of cafe style tables and stackable
chairs to allow for 16 chairs
 The supply and fit of 21m awning with Donegal ‘foodie
destination’ branding
 Funding granting in early September
 Letter of offer issued to the local group in mid
September
 Group have procured the awnings for the food market



Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Site meeting with Area Roads to agree works and
location of food market.
Construction to commence on lifting of Level 5 Covid19 restrictions

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Three Rivers Centre
Tel: 074-9172493
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: May 2021
Activity / Project Title
Project
Description/Activity

2020 T&V Accelerated Measures Round 3 – Frosses
Enhancements & Development Works
Works consists of:





Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

The
The
The
The

purchase of a marquee
supply and fit of 2 no fixed seats as resting stations
provision of external waterproof sockets
supply and fit of a covered bicycle stand.

€10,555 – Department of Rural & Community Development
€ 1,055 – Own Resources
Current Status:


Letter of Offer has been issued out to Group, signed and
returned.



Procurements are complete for all elements of the project.



Tender assessment complete, successful contractor(s) to be
appointed in coming weeks.



Works to commence on lifting of Level 5 Covid-19 restrictions

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172493
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: May 2021
Activity / Project Title

PLAYGROUNDS MAINTENANCE 2019/2020

Project
Description/Activity

Annual maintenance of Playgrounds
1. Glencolmcille.
2. Mall Park, Ballyshannon.
3. Mall Park Outdoor Gym, Ballyshannon.
4. Waterworld Playground, Bundoran.
5. St. John Bosco, Donegal Town
6. Kilcar Playground.
7. Killybegs Playground.

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

€11,030.16 (incl. VAT)
1. Works consists of:
 Replacement of broken and damaged equipment.
 Replace worn safety tiles and remove trip hazards.
 Grease all equipment that contains bushes, bearings ,
shackles, etc.
 Carry out repairs along edges of safety surfaces.
Current Status:
 Annual Rospa Inspection Reports have been completed with
necessary repairs identified.
 Quick Quotes tender requests issued on 10th December, 2019
with a closing date of 10th January 2020.
 Tenders assessed January 2020.
 Annual Maintenance Tender awarded to Murphy Playground
Services Ltd.
 Contractor has commenced works on the various playgrounds
throughout the county. (Construction on the maintenance
works is currently stopped due to Level Covid-19 Restrictions)

* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Project Targets for the next
bi-monthly/quarterly*
reporting period
* Delete irrelevant reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)



Assessment of the Maintenance works contract 2020/2021 is
currently underway with an appointment due shortly.

Mark Gallagher
Executive Engineer
Community, Development & Planning Services
Tel: 074-9172493
E-mail: mark.gallagher@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update: May 2021
Activity / Project Title
Activity / Project
Description
Budget
Progress to date
within the last two
months-inclusive of
current status

Peace IV Shared Spaces Project

Project Targets for
the next bi-monthly
reporting period

The playground works are now complete, the safety inspection is currently being
done which will be followed by the planned handover with the Contractor on
Thursday 3rd of December with the playground to be added to the Council
insurance cover. All going to plan (pending the safety inspection and insurances)
the playground should be open next weekend.

Development of Playgrounds in Bruckless
Budget €85,000 Bruckless €85,000
The tender documents to appoint a contractor were completed and passed to the
SEUPB for review and approval. The documents were issued on the etenders
website as an open procurement on Friday 13th March 2020, with an initial
submission date of Friday 17th April 2020 but was subsequently extended until
Friday 1st May 2020 due to COVID-19. We received three tenderers before Fridays
12:00 noon deadline, with one coming in that afternoon which will need to be
returned and not assessed. The Council has a a pre-contract meeting with the
Contractor for the Bruckless Playground on July 8th in the morning to discuss the
plans before the letter of acceptance is issued. Followed by a meeting with the
community group in the afternoon. The contract has now been signed with the
successful contractor.

James Kelly, 074 9153900
Contact Person
This project is supported by the EU’s Peace IV Programme, managed by the Special EU Programmes
Body (SEUPB)

Municipal District:_Donegal
Activity / Project Update: May 2021
Activity / Project Title
Project
Description/Activity

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within
the last quarter inclusive of current
status

Project Targets for the
next bimonthly/quarterly*
reporting period
Contact Person
(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)

Sliabh Liag Development Project
The project has included the development of a Visitors Centre, Ranger
Station and toilets, 2.5km of mountain paths works together with road
improvement works from Carrick Village which represents a total
investment of approx €5m
The visitors centre opened to the public in May 2019 following the
official opening. An operations manager was appointed in March 2019
together with 3 support staff since the summer of 2019.
Visitor Management within the site requires the introduction of Car
parking Bye-Laws to control traffic movement. The Council following a
resolution of Donegal Municipal District Members initiated the
procedure for making bye-laws (in accordance with Section 101(7) of
the Road Traffic Act 1961, as amended) at the car parks in Sliabh Liag
in November 2019. The closing date for submissions was 23rd
December 2019 with 55 no submissions being received. The
submissions are currently being considered by the Council with a view
to bringing a report to the Donegal Municipal Meeting later in 2020.
The centre closed to the public in March due to the Covid 19
pandemic. The centre re-opened to the public on June 29th in
compliance with of the Covid 19 Roadmap. Huge numbers have visited
Sliabh Liag during July and August which did give rise to serious
traffic/parking issues. A workshop with Members was held in October
in relation to the Car Parking Bye-Laws.
The facilities have been closed on a temporary basis, this matter is
now being reviewed having regard to the new Covid 19 guidelines.
However access to the cliffs has been facilitated since mid April.
Arrangements are now being finalised in relation the revised traffic
management operations that will now be introduced at the facility
following the adoption of the Bye-Laws.
Paddy Doherty
Community & Planning Services
Station Island, Lifford

Municipal District: Countywide

Activity / Project Update- May 2021
Activity / Project Title

Rural Development Programme/LEADER

Activity / Project
Description

Donegal Local Community and Development Committee are the Local Action
Group for County Donegal, with responsibility for the LEADER/Rural
Development Programme 2014-2020 &
Transitional LEADER Programme 2021-2022
€13,413,875 (Additional funding received 2019)
Note: Project costs €10,063,586, administration and animation costs
€3,350,289

Budget

Transitional Programme

Progress to date within
the last two monthsinclusive of current
status

Project Targets for the
next bi-monthly
reporting period

Contact Person

st

st

1 April 2021 – 31 December 2022
€2,861,598 project costs
€ 953,866 for Administration & Animation.
There are 4 Implementing Partners within the county; Donegal Local
Development Company (DLDC), Inishowen Development Partnership (IDP),
Údarás Na Gaeltachta and Comhar na nOileán, who are rolling out the
LEADER programme on behalf of the LAG (Local Action Group).
Circular 4/2021 issued on 9/4/2021 has provided updated guidance and
funding allocations for the Transitional LEADER programme. The Transitional
st
programme is effective from 1st April 2021 and runs until 31 December
2022. €45 million is allocated nationally for the Transitional Programme and
€20 million from the EURI programme. The LAG agreed the allocation of
project funding to the 4 Implementing Partners in Donegal at its meeting
held on 20/4/2021.
The next LCDC/LAG meeting will be held on 18th May 2021. Monthly
Evaluation Committee meetings will continue to be held to progress projects
to LCDC/LAG stage and the LDCs will continue to engage with promoters on
the ground to develop and assess potential applications and to promote the
Transitional LEADER programme.

Seamus Canning 074 9172597. seamusc@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_Donegal

Activity / Project Update
Activity / Project Title
File:
Project
Description/Activity

May 2021
Donegal Walks and Trails
Maintenance, development and promotion of walks &
trails in Donegal including cycle routes and Greenways.

Budget (if applicable)
Progress to date within the
last quarter -inclusive of
current status

Recently met with community member in Kilcar whom has
proposed potential walk in the town. Need to review if it feasible.

This proposal will require meeting of various groups and owners
and Access agreements signed etc a lot of work to be done
including structural engineers involvement ref the Proposal at
bridge.
A local resident has voiced option of creating walking access for
school kids in Donegal Town from Sli na Broc to the Glebe
housing estate. Need to look at Land ownership.
* Delete irrelevant reporting period

I believe this Query to be more suited towards a small town and
village project as opposed to walking trails. Approx distance of
500m to link the two parks.
A recent zoom meeting with Coillte has revealed they have carried
out surfacing works at Lough Derg pilgrim trail so DCC need to
look at route marking improvements.
Restriction have eased so I can now go review the works on site.
I have met with Inga Bock and local Councilor near Clarr Chapel
to review options of possible trail at the old corn mill and
refurbishment of old foot bridge across the river.
(No progress)
Tender package for Bealach na Gaeltachta for ORIS 2019 spend is
under review. The this package is proposed for issue by
mid May..

Due to covid restrictions on site construction work is not
permitted.
Restrictions will be eased from Tuesday 4th May allowing on site
works to recommence.
Project Targets for the next
Bi-monthly / quarterly
reporting period

Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail address)



Need to arrange meeting with Coillte
Have now agreed on site meet when restriction ease.
Can now arrange to meet with Neill.



Fermanagh Omagh Council want to have on site meet
early May to move forward with cross border link
Ballyshannon to Belleek

Darryl Connor (Outdoor Recreational Development Officer)
0873613811
dconnor@donegalcoco.ie

Municipal District:_All 5 MD’s___

Activity / Project Update No. 6

May 2021

Activity / Project
Title

YOURS Project – Youth & Old, Understanding, Remembering & Sharing.

Project
Description/Acti
vity

Intergenerational Project - PEACE IV

Budget

€150,000

Progress to date
within the last
two
months/quarter
* -inclusive of
current status

Donegal Digital Media Project – ‘A Bridge Beyond’

Digital Media Project – PEACE IV

€83,684.08
YOURS Project
Shared Past Local History –‘Back to the Future’
Draft book currently being prepared and it is hoped to launch the book in the coming
weeks. The book will be distributed throughout the Council, local schools and the
community. A lot of work has gone into creating the book by the participants and
Facilitator and focuses on the personal experiences and views of local heritage.
Wellbeing & Physical Activity – ‘My Sport & YOURS’ – facilitated by Donegal Sports
Partnership.

* Delete irrelevant
reporting period

A very successful evening was held on Thursday 1st April with two special guests, Donegal
goalkeeping legends, Shay Given and Packie Bonner. Both guests spoke about their life
and times and memories along the way. There was over 50 in attendance from the
Falcarragh and Raphoe groups at the Zoom workshop. Both Shay and Packie made this
an informative and light hearted experience for all which is much appreciated.
Both age groups interacted and joined in on the question and answers session. Everyone
was given an opportunity to take part with the session lasting almost two hours! This was
a huge highlight of the YOURS Project.
Highlights in local media following the workshop:
https://donegalnews.com/2021/04/packie-bonner-and-shay-given-reflect-on-their-life-andtimes-in-intergenerational-programme/

https://www.donegaldaily.com/2021/04/04/packie-and-shay-bridge-the-gap-betweensporting-generations/
https://www.highlandradio.com/2021/04/04/packie-bonner-and-shay-given-reflect-ontheir-life-and-times-in-intergenerational-programme/
https://www.donegallive.ie/news/donegal-life/622316/a-wonderful-trip-down-a-sportingmemory-lane-with-packie-and-shay.html

Digital Media Project -

‘A Bridge Beyond’ – facilitated by Wall2Wall Music

Post Easter the Project continued with ‘in school’ activities. Each school liaising with their
Wall2Wall Facilitator on the best delivery options. The remaining sessions include; 4
creative sessions to finish music and lyrics, creating storyboard and film shots for the
music videos; creating responses to the video provocations extended by young people in
China, India and Iceland; 1 interschools video workshop and 1 interschools session led by
an inclusive dance facilitator.

Performance event to be held on Friday 14th May to share the Project between the 5
schools. Followed by a session relfecting on the project and video responses.

All activities on the YOURS project can be seen on the FB page @YOURSintergenerational.
Communication with past and present participants ongoing via phone, social media etc..
Contact Person

(to include
telephone number
& e-mail address)

Sharleen Tinney
Project Co-ordinator
sharleen.tinney@donegalcoco.ie / 0870574901

This project is supported by the EU’s Peace IV Programme, managed by the Special EU Programmes Body
(SEUPB)

Municipal District:_Countywide

Activity / Project Update No.7
Activity / Project
Title
File:
Project
Description/Activity

May 2021

Healthy Ireland Fund

Healthy Ireland
Healthy Ireland is a government-led initiative which aims to create an Irish
society where everyone can enjoy physical and mental health, and where
wellbeing is valued and supported at every level of society. Healthy Ireland
aims to create an Ireland where health and wellbeing is on everyone's
agenda in a meaningful way. The Healthy Ireland Fund is supported by the
Department of Health and the Department of Children and Youth Affairs

Budget (if applicable)

€67,225

Progress to date
within the last
quarter -inclusive
of current status

Keep Well Campaign
As part of the “Keep Well” campaign, Donegal County Council helped
provide a signpost to people of all ages about minding their own physical
and mental health and wellbeing by adding healthy and helpful habits to
their daily and weekly routines. Individuals, communities, voluntary groups,
sporting organisations, those involved in creativity and the arts, local
heritage and history, businesses, as well as local and national government
were invited to find ways to support everyone to discover new activities and
routines that would do us good

* Delete irrelevant
reporting period

Pandemic Postcards
Part of Healthy Donegal’s programme of work is to help equip young
people, through educational initiatives, with a better understanding of how
we can be resilient by caring for our mental health and wellbeing.
Pandemic Postcards was a Mental Health Art Project aimed at helping young
people feel more connected by highlighting their individual hopes, dreams,
and fears during the Covid19 Pandemic, through the medium of anonymous
postcards. It allowed the author to privately share something they may
have felt uncomfortable publicly sharing with others, perhaps for fear of
being judged while providing the reader with a sense of comfort in that we
all essentially have similar thoughts, hopes, fears, imperfections and bad
habits and that our feelings can be unique and universal at the same time.

Writing is also a useful wellbeing technique to help organise our thoughts.
The process of documenting our feelings by making them visible can be
therapeutic and help shift our perspective and encourage us to work on
ways of changing things.
Students from the Finn Valley College, Stranorlar were invited to
anonymously contribute a secret to this project. Some of the postcards that
capture the predominant moods and feelings - from the anxious to the
funny - experienced during the Covid19 Pandemic are displayed on all social
media platforms, below and on the Healthy Donegal YouTube Channel by
way of a video collage - https://youtu.be/cM_dXKkPvqM

Social Media Promotion
Healthy Donegal continues to grow a strong social media following and has
a combined following of over 2,600 accounts. In the last 28 days through
Facebook posts we had a promoted reach of over 28,000 people, through
Instagram posts a promoted reach of 14,600 and through Twitter a
promoted reach of 18,000 impressions.
You can follow Healthy Donegal on the following platforms:
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/community/healthydonegal
https://www.facebook.com/HealthyDonegal
https://www.instagram.com/healthy_donegal/
https://twitter.com/HealthyDonegal
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwcqNcNTWBCaRjEFGqSkOnA
Contact Person

(to include telephone
number & e-mail
address)

Margaret Fitzgerald, Healthy Donegal Coordinator
074 9172562
mfitzgerald@donegalcoco.ie

Donegal MD Meeting
11th May 2021
Item
1 Development
Applications
(1) Statistics

Update

County Totals Year to End March 2021:
Applications received
107
Granted
60
Refused
3
Deferred
17
Decided in under 2 months
58
Invalid
14
Applications to End March 2021

4
Invalid

17
8

26

14
30

60
61
57
58

Decisions < 56 days

16
Deferred
17

Stranorlar
Letterkenny
Inishowen

42
35
31

Glenties

2
2
1
2
3

Refused

Donegal

36
Granted

74
61
60

84

64
Apps Recd

115
75

0

50

137

107
100

150

2 Enforcement
Donegal MD
New Cases
Closed Cases
Outstanding cases on record
since 2012
3 Notes &
Monthly
Schedule

March
8
5
150

Please note pre planning clinics during the Covid-19
restrictions are on a telephone call only basis between
09.30am and 12.30pm on the dates outlined below.
Planning Clinics:
12th May
26th May

4 Regeneration
Report
5 Building
Control &
Taking in
Charge
Community
Development
& Planning
Services
6 Central
Planning Unit

7 Conservation
Report
8 Further
Information
Click on web
links to
access
information.

Please see website for further dates.
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/planningclinics/
See Appendix A
No report

No report

No report
• Weekly List of applications and decisions:
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/weeklyplannin
glists/
• Planning service email (to be used in correspondence with
the planning service): planning@donegalcoco.ie
• Planning Webpage:
www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/
• Planning Application Online Query – planning reference
number required:
www.donegalcdb.ie/eplan/internetenquiry/rpt_querybysurfor
recloc.asp
• File Retrieval Form – to be used for file retrieval and when
requesting planning searches:
www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/planning/pdfs/fil
eretrieval/File%20Retrieval.pdf

APPENDIX A

Regeneration & Development Team
Community Development & Planning Services

May (2021) Municipal District Meetings
Report to Elected Members
1.0 RURAL REGENERATION AND DEVELOPMENT FUND
(RRDF)
1.1

EXISTING APPROVED CATEGORY 1 RRDF PROJECTS (2019)

1.1.1 Killybegs 2040 – A Town Centre Regeneration Project
This project will formally commence with the detailed design stage in Q1 & 2
of 2021, before progressing to construction.
The successful consultancy service to deliver the detailed design phase of the
project, and all additional services through construction supervision to final
handover (etc) is in place. Arrangements are presently being made for a formal
announcement of this appointment and launch of the project. The potential
launch options are presently constrained by the Covid-19 public health
environment and were discussed with the Elected Members at a workshop on
27th April, 2021. At this time of writing it is anticipated that the formal launch
of the project will have been confirmed by the time of reading.
The Detailed Design phase will be consultative and a stakeholder strategy will
be prepared. Workshops will be arranged with Members and the Regeneration
Team will make the necessary arrangements directly at a Municipal District
level. Whilst construction is currently restricted during the current Level 5
public health measures it is not anticipated that the detailed design phase will
be unduly delayed once it has commenced. The build period is currently
estimated at 52 weeks.
1.1.2 Burtonport and Aranmore Island – Harbour to Island Regeneration
This project continues to make significant progress towards commencement in
Q1/Q2 of 2021.

Throughout 2020 significant work to progress the project towards construction
was completed. In respect of the Aranmore Island Shore Front Amenity
development a tender report has been submitted to the Department of Rural
and Community Development(DRCD) and Decision Gate 3 approval approval
has now been received to award the construction contract to the successful
tenderer and to progress to site. At the time of writing general construction is
currently restricted under the current Level 5 public health measures, however
it is hoped that the public health environment will improve to allow
construction commence as soon as possible after the 5th May 2021. In the
interim preparations for formal launch of the project will be made and the
Regeneration Team will ensure that all appropriate and necessary
arrangements are made with the Elected Members including the timely and
early provision of advance information and notification. A 31 week build
period is scheduled once construction commences.
In respect of Burtonport Harbour a Refurbishment, Demolition & Asbestos
Survey (RDAS) of the relevant buildings in Burtonport has been completed.
Detailed design is also at an advanced stage and is currently completing over
the next few weeks.
Importantly An Bord Pleanala held an Oral Hearing in respect of the
Burtonport Harbour Redevelopment CPO (Case Ref:306336-20) on Tuesday
12th Janaury 2020 at 10am. The Inspector concluded the Hearing by advising
that he would prepare his recommendation to the Board and the Council must
now await the Boards decision.

1.2

EXISTING APPROVED CATEGORY 2 RRDF PROJECTS (2020)

1.2.1 Back to Ballyshannon – A transformational project to re-energise, re-imagine
and sustain the social, cultural, historical, physical and economic fabric of
Ballyshannon’s historic town centre.
Value: €247,500. (RRDF funding approved €185,625)
The development of the project towards a ‘shovel ready’ Category 1 RRDF
project has commenced with early feasibility work in respect of potential end
user(s) for the building. This work is ongoing. The Team remains committed
to progressing the development of this project to ‘shovel ready’ status in as
timely a manner as possible.
1.2.2 Ramelton Historic Town Centre – A Restorative & Transformational Public
Realm Scheme.
Value: €249,159 (RRDF funding approved €186,869)
The tender process for fully integrated Architect Led Detailed Design &
Supervision Services to bring this project through public consultation, Part
VIII planning and detailed design to a contract ready capital project closed on
Monday the 18th January 2021. The tender assessment process has commenced
and is at an advanced stage. Following completion of the evaluation of tenders

a Tender Report will be submitted the DRCD for consideration. On receipt of
DRCD approval the appointment of the Design Team and the formal launch
and commencement of the project will take place, which is estimated to start
in May 2021 with a completion date for this phase of the project in December
2021/January 2022.

1.3

THIRD CALL FOR CATEGORY 1 PROJECTS (SHOVEL READY)
UNDER THE RURAL
REGENERATION & DEVELOPMENT FUND (RRDF)
On Monday 19th April 2021 the Minister for Rural and Community
Development, Heather Humphreys TD announced that €18.8m had been
awarded under the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) for three
(3) rural regeneration projects in County Donegal. These applications were
submitted on 30th November 2020 and were supported by match funding
commitments by the Council in the sum of €2.5m. The total value of the
investment secured at €21.3m builds on earlier investments of €1.7m (2018),
€8.94 (2019) and €496,659 (2020) under previous calls of the RRDF and now
brings the total value of planned rural regeneration investment in the County to a
total of €32.5m.
Under this award the Minister announced national funding awards totaling
€75.4m for 17 Counties, with Donegal securing approx. 25% of the total funding
allocated including securing funding for 2 of the top 3 project awards nationally.
Specifically this recent investment will help to advance the following three (3)
ambitious and transformational regeneration projects:

1.3.1. Ballybofey & Stranorlar
The ‘SEED’ project – A sustainable, green regeneration project to Strengthen,
Engage, Enable and Deliver transformational change in Ballybofey-Stranorlar.

This project was successfully submitted to the DRCD (RRDF) by 1st
December 2020 in partnership with BASICC. The project has a value of

€9,756,969 and funding support of €8,781,272 has been awarded from the
RRDF.
The project will deliver the restoration and redevelopment of the former Ritz
cinema as a vibrant Enterprise Centre facilitating much needed jobs, the
redevelopment of an existing public car park to create a new, high quality,
multi-functional civic space with enhanced pedestrian linkages and
accessibility, façade enhancements to the Ballybofey Shopping Arcade
improving its visual presentation to the new civic space and the development
of replacement and additional car parking.
1.3.2. Burtonport (Harbour to Island) Regeneration
This project was successfully submitted to the DRCD (RRDF) by 1st
December 2020. The Project has a value of €2,060,752 and funding support of
€1,854,677 has been awarded from the RRDF.

The project builds upon previous RRDF support for Phase 1 Ailt an Chorráin
(Burtonport)/Oileán Árainn Mhór (Aranmore Island) ‘Harbour to Island’
Regeneration Project. It will deliver a new Ferry Terminal Building and
Enterprise Building at the Harbour. The Ferry Terminal Building will include
new Ferry ticket offices, tourist information/ community booths, public
waiting area, public conveniences, Harbour Masters Office, meeting room
facilities and harbour viewing gallery and will enable the second phase
completion of this exciting project for the harbour and island communities.
1.3.3. Carndonagh Tús Nua Regeneration Project
This project was successfully submitted to the DRCD (RRDF) by 1st
December 2020 in partnership with Spraoi agus Spórt. The Tús Nua project

has a value of €9,542,852 and funding support of €8,218,982 has been
awarded from the RRDF.

The project will deliver a new multi use hub located in a regenerated heritage
building (formerly McDonagh Stores) for a range of uses including: a coworking space & fabrication laboratory, office space, youth space, a
community kitchen and public amenities. The project also includes a shared
workspace and retail space for the designer maker industries together with
enhanced public realm at the Diamond and improved pedestrian accessibility
and linkages. The project will bring people of all generations back into the
town centre for community services, education, recreation, housing, enterprise
and jobs.
1.4

REGENERATION STRATEGIES & PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
WORK
The Regeneration & Development Team had undertaken with Members to
progress Regeneration Strategies in a number of Tier 2 Strategic Towns as a
part of our work programme. This work has been progressing through in house
resources and capacities together with consultancy services. An update on this
area of the work programme is provided hereinunder:

1.4.1 Ramelton Action Plan
The Ramelton Action Plan was formally launched on 3rd July 2020.
The Plan can be viewed at the following link:
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/planning/pdfs/rameltonacti
onplan/Ramelton%20Action%20Plan.pdf
1.4.2 Killybegs Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan

The final Regeneration Strategy and Action Plan was endorsed by the Elected
Members of the Donegal MD at a workshop on Tuesday 26th January 2021.
The appropriate arrangements for the launch of the Strategy are presently
being considered.
1.4.3 Ballybofey-Stranorlar Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan
A Draft Regeneration Strategy and Action Plan was presented to the Elected
Members of the Stranorlar-Lifford MD at a workshop on 1st February 2021,
followed by a workshop with BASICC later in the same week. A further
workshop with BASICC was held on 20th April 2021 to consider a number of
issues raised and it was agreed to revert back to a workshop with StranorlarLifford MD and to target the May 2021 MD in this regard.
Following the workshops with the Stranorlar-Lifford MD and BASICC, the
Regeneration and consultancy team will undertake further consultation on the
draft strategy which will in due course, lead to the finalization of the document
and launch.
1.4.4 Ballyshannon Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan
A dedicated campaign of public consultation took place online over a period
of 3 weeks commencing on Monday 25th January 2021 and concluding on
Monday 15th February 2021. The online public engagement centered on the
launch of a dedicated project website, facebook page and twitter page, and
provided for responses via an online resident/visitor survey, a business survey,
a feedback form for individual submissions as well as a kids’ page. An online
Public Consultation Event was also held on the afternoon of Wednesday 3rd
February which was attended by 57 no. participants. On the whole there has
been a hugely positive response to the public engagement with 236 no. online
surveys completed and 32 no. individual submissions received via the online
feedback form.
The consultants, GM Design Associates Limited, undertook a process of
collating, recording and interpreting the findings and results of the public and
stakeholder engagement together with the conclusions of the baseline analysis
of the town centre including the audit of existing economic activity and the
SWOT analysis already undertaken, which was presented in a Stage 1 Report
entitled ‘Ballyshannon Baseline Profile’ to the Elected Members at a
workshop on 27th April, 2021. This Report identified the key emerging
priorities for the study area and will directly inform the Draft Regeneration
Strategy and Action Plan, the preparation of which has now commenced.
The progression of the Ballyshannon Regeneration Strategy and Action Plan
has been impacted by the national public health emergency and as a result the
timeline for the project has been adjusted in order to ensure that the
involvement of all key stakeholders including the local community can be
fully included. The adjusted timeline is scheduled to deliver a Final
Regeneration Strategy by the end of June 2021.

1.4.5

An Clochán Liath (Dungloe) Regeneration Strategy & Action Plan
Stage 1 of the project is ongoing and to date a baseline analysis of An Clochán
Liath (Dungloe) Town Centre including an audit of existing economic activity
had been undertaken and targeted consultations have taken place.
A public consultation event previously took place (28th January 2020) in
respect of the An Clochán Liath (Dungloe) Strategy, therefore Stage 1 of this
project includes for follow on public engagement providing for the
presentation of the results and findings of the preliminary consultation and an
opportunity for feedback in respect of the same, which will thereafter inform
the Draft Regeneration Strategy and Action Plan. This consultation was
launched on Monday 8th March 2021 through the provision of a dedicated
webpage, facebook and twitter pages and closed on 22nd March 2021.
The consultants, GM Design Associates Limited, are now undertaking a
process of collating, recording and interpreting the findings and results of the
public and stakeholder engagement together with the conclusions of the
baseline analysis of the town centre including the audit of existing economic
activity and the SWOT analysis already undertaken, which will be presented
in a Stage 1 Report entitled ‘An Clochán Liath (Dungloe) Town Center
Baseline Profile’. This Report will also identify the key emerging priorities for
the study area and will directly inform the Draft Regeneration Strategy and
Action Plan. Arrangements will be made in due course for a Stage 1 Report
workshop with the Elected Members.
The progression of the An Clochán Liath (Dungloe) Regeneration Strategy
and Action Plan has been impacted by the national public health emergency
which has affected the ability to engage with the public, stakeholders and to
hold meetings and events. As a result the timeline for the project has been
adjusted in order to ensure that the involvement of all key stakeholders
including the local community can be fully facilitated. The adjusted timeline is
scheduled to deliver a Final Regeneration Strategy by the end of June 2021.

1.4.6 Rathmullan RRDF Project Development work
The tender to procure fully integrated design team services to advance this
project through consultation and Part VIII planning opened on eTenders on
Friday 16th April 2021 and will close on 17th May 2021. Updates will be
provided to the Elected Members of the Letterkenny & Milford Municipal
District at an agreed future workshop and through Municipal District
Reporting.

2.0 URBAN REGENERATION AND DEVELOPMENT FUND
(URDF)
2.1

Application submitted to the Urban Regeneration & Development Fund
(May 2020)

On Friday 12th March 2021 Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage, Darragh O’Brien TD announced that €13.6m has been awarded
under the Urban Regeneration & Development Fund (URDF) for the URDF
application Letterkenny 2040 (Phase 1) ‘Re-energise and Connect the Historic
Town Centre’. This application was submitted on 28th May 2020 and is
supported by match funding committed by the Council in the sum of €4.5m.
The value of the investment secured at €18.1m builds on the earlier investment
of €2.59m secured in 2019 under the first call of the URDF and now brings the
total value of planned regeneration investment in Letterkenny town centre to a
current total of €20.69m. Specifically this new investment will help to advance
five projects to varying stages of development with a focus on the transition of
the historic town centre to a vibrant, accessible and livable place.
The projects relate to priority areas for regeneration and development
including:




The further enhancement of the Cathedral Quarter
The re-purposing of the Courthouse
Strategic land assembly towards:
o Regeneration of Lower Main Street
o Advancement of a Regional Transport Hub
o Enhancement of ‘LK Green Connect,’ walking, cycling and
parkland infrastructure.

The Regeneration & Development Team has commenced early engagement
with the DHLGH in respect of funding drawdown arrangements and due
diligence on funding approval conditions and is very much looking forward to
working with the Elected Members and stakeholders in the delivery of these
exciting projects.
2.2

Existing approved URDF project in Letterkenny (application submitted
2018; final approval to proceed received September 2019)
This first application secured €1.9m in URDF monies, match funded by
€600,000 for three sub-projects, the detail and progress of which is set out
below:
(i)

Preparation of a Regeneration Strategy for Letterkenny Town
Centre.

The process to prepare Letterkenny 2040 Regeneration Strategy commenced
on 14th January 2021 by means of a workshop with Letterkenny-Milford MD
facilitated by the lead consultant for the project, The Paul Hogarth Company.
The MD workshop was followed by launch of the first phase of public
engagement on 8th February 2021 which closed on the 7th March 2021.

Stakeholders and the wider public had the opportunity to engage with the first
phase of public engagement in a number of ways through:
 Promotion of the project through a project website
www.letterkenny2040.ie
 Circulation and promotion of a short survey via the project website.
 Circulation and promotion of a short children’s survey via the project
website and via direct communication with schools.
 A series of cross-directorate workshops
 A series of stakeholder workshops around key thematic areas (both
statutory and community stakeholders)
 An engagement with representatives of the Youth Council
 An engagement with representatives of the Older Peoples Council
 Radio advertisements and engagement via the Gregg Hughes Show on
Highland Radio.
 Continuous social media posts to encourage engagement.
Following the close of the 1st phase of consultation, the consultancy team
analysed the findings and presented these at a workshop of LetterkennyMilford MD on Tuesday 30th March 2021. The consultancy team is now
working on the visioning aspect of the Strategy and the development of a draft
masterplan and a further workshop of Letterkenny-Milford MD will be
arranged in due course as this work progresses.
(ii)

Acquisition of key town centre regeneration site.

Works to progress interests in the key regeneration site approved by DoHLG
for acquisition continues with intent. Progress has been affected by the
National public health emergency and negotiations are subject to Covid related
restrictions. The Elected Members of Letterkenny-Milford MD were briefed
on the current position at a workshop the 8th March 2021.
(iii)

Public realm in the area of the Public Services Centre and Joe
Bonnar Rd

Detailed design of the public realm approved is being carried out using inhouse architectural resources and is now completing. The Elected Members of
Letterkenny-Milford MD were fully briefed on the detailed design proposals at
a workshop on the 8th March 2021 prior to initiating a procurement process in
respect of a construction contractor.

2.3

Update in relation to an Architectural Competition to Re-imagine Market
Square, Letterkenny.
Following the completion of short-listing by the Evaluation Team, a public
consultation exercise was launched via an online voting platform. As at 27th
April 2021, over 2,600 votes have been placed. The public vote will close at
midnight on Friday 30th April 2021. Following the closing of the public vote,

the Evaluation Team will meet to consider the consultation exercise and take
account of all other matters to determine the winning design. A briefing will
be provided to Letterkenny-Milford MD in workshop format prior to
announcement of the winner.
2.4

Letterkenny Cultural Corridor project
Letterkenny’s cultural partners (Donegal County Museum, the Regional
Cultural Centre and An Grianan Theatre) secured funding from the Irish
Architectural Foundations ‘Re-imagine’ project to undertake the Letterkenny
Cultural Corridor project in 2020.
To date, the project architects have developed a number of short term and
temporary sign posting interventions which have been installed to improve and
enhance the existing physical connection between the three institutions.
The more long term aspirations of the project to provide a new and more direct
physical link between the three cultural institutions was presented to a
workshop of Letterkenny-Milford MD on 8th October 2020. Following this,
the team engaged further with the local stakeholders with particular reference
to Letterkenny Tennis Club to explore the potential to coordinate the project
with the objectives and aspirations of the Tennis Club. To facilitate this
engagement, a detailed topographical survey has been carried out of the area,
prior to Christmas 2020 and the architects are now exploring access
arrangements further. In parallel, there are ongoing discussions in relation to
site boundaries which are required to be closed out. Once these discussions are
closed out and the explorative work is complete, a full options briefing will be
brought to Letterkenny-Milford MD together with clarity on a recommended
pathway to part VIII in respect of the Cultural Corridor.

2.5.

Letterkenny Parklets (Town & Village Renewal)
The Members of the Letterkenny-Milford MD were updated on the technical
considerations of proposed locations for installation of parklets at a workshop
on Tuesday 30th March 2021. Following that workshop, plans have been made
to engage further with businesses on Main Street and this process is
commencing on Wednesday 28th April 2021 assisted by Letterkenny Chamber.
A further update on the outcome of consultation with businesses will be
brought to Members in workshop format.
Regeneration & Development Team
May 2021.

Introduction:
The process of reviewing the County’s Casual Trading Bye-laws in accordance with the Casual Trading
Act 1995 (as varied), has commenced with the appointment of a dedicated member of staff.
At present there are Casual Trading Bye-laws that do not effectively respond to current conditions and
requirements. The existing Bye-laws for the County comprise of those listed below, and one of the
primary outcomes of the review shall be to present to Members a robust set of Casual Trading Bye-laws
for consideration and adoption:







Donegal County Council (Casual Trading) General Bye-Laws 2004;
Ballyshannon Bye-Laws (2004) (Ballyshannon Town Council);
Buncrana Town Council Casual Trading (Licence Fees) Bye-Laws 2009 (Buncrana Town Council);
Bundoran Urban District Council Casualk Trading Area Bye-Laws 1999;
Killybegs Designated Casual Trading Bye-Laws 2004; and
Letterkennt Town Council Casual Trading By-Laws 2014

The table below shows areas in the county that have designated casual trading areas, relevant fees and
the permitted days and times of operation. Maps illustrating the Casual Trading areas of each town are
appended.
Town

Designated Area/Site

Ballyshannon

Market Yard Car Park

Number of
designated
sites
77

Buncrana
Bundoran
Killybegs

/
Tullan Strand
Shore Road Car Park

/
4
20

1

Letterkenny

Along Shore Road in front
of harbour (fish only)
Market Square (DT)
Old Town Road
(DT)
High road (NT)
Ramelton Road(NT)
Grill Car Park(NT)

1
1
1

4
4

Fees

Days/Times of
trading

€250 per space
per annum
€125 per
additional space
€32 events/day
€1500 per annum
€1280 per annum
€250 per space
per annum
€125 per
additional space
€32 events/day

Sundays

DT €1000 per
space per annum
€300 per space
per 3 months
NT €3000 per
space per annum
€800 per space
per 3 months
€150 events/day

All
All 10am-6pm
Thursday-Saturday
9am-6pm

Monday-Saturday
9am-6pm
Monday-Saturday
7am-6am

Thursday-Sunday
9pm-4am

Objectives of the Review:
In the period since the adoption of the previous Bye-laws (listed above) there has been a notable shift in
the conditions for retail and trading in general arising in part from the increase in tourism sector
opportunities and the success of the Wild Atlantic Way, and more recently as a response to lockdown
measures during the COVID-19 pandemic. This is evidenced in a number of ways including an increase in
roadside casual trading outside towns and villages, in particular through a significant number of pop-up
hot food and coffee vans.
Some of the primary objectives of the review of the Bye-laws and work on casual trading policy include
but are not limited to:







Review all existing Casual Trading Bye-laws in the County;
Draft and adopt new Casual Trading Bye-Laws;
Identify through an evidence based consultative process, appropriate potential suitable areas
for specific designated casual trading areas;
Improve the economic vitality of these areas through the designation process, generating
footfall and regeneration opportunities;
Address the issue of unauthorised casual trading;
Respond promptly to complaints and concerns raised by third parties.

Rationale:
Casual Trading in the County at present has both positive and negative attributes. It can often attract
negative attention related to issues such as unfair competition with rate paying businesses or trading in
unsuitable locations, as examples. There are however, many benefits to appropriate and suitably
located Casual Trading designations including its potential to improve the economic vitality and provide
regeneration opportunities to an area.
It is intended that the review of the Bye-laws, including the consideration and designation of Casual
Trading areas, shall deliver the following as an integral part of the economic and retail offering in the
County:







Generating footfall through creating trading and market attractions in areas experiencing high
rates of dereliction within their town centres;
Tourism development within rural town centres experiencing high rates of dereliction and
economic decline through the designation of Casual Trading areas and the restoration of
traditional market areas on traditional trading days;
Providing economic and social benefits by generating local employment opportunities and social
interactions while improving the economic vitality of towns, with the inclusion of commercial
businesses;
Creating regeneration opportunities within town centres.



Identification of appropriately located Casual Trading sites at suitable locations outside of towns
and villages commensurate with nearby uses, for example at sites near to tourism features.

Timescale:
The programme of work for this review is such that the entire process shall take approximately 23
months reflecting the County-wide nature of the Bye-laws and the extensive consultations that will be
necessary, including the involvement of relevant stakeholders and members of the public via an
extensive public consultation process including online platforms. The Central Planning Unit shall revert
with regular updates to Municipal District committees relating to the review process and issues for
Member’s consideration. Formal workshops with Members shall be arranged in due course.
We would also welcome any observations and/or comments at this preliminary stage in the process.
The principal point of contact in relation to the review of the Bye-laws is:
Anna Bradley (Project Planner)
Central Planning Unit
Planning Services
County House
Lifford
0749153303
planning@donegalcoco.ie
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Existing palaside security fencing

Casual Trading layout for Ballyshannon Market Yard
Plots numbered as follows are suitable for Casual Trading but are not suitable for Car Parking - 1, 24, 42, & 54.
Plot number 64 is not available for use.
Occupied
Expired
Not available
Vacant/Available

*** Updated 10th May 2017
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Donegal Municipal District - 11th May 2021 Motions
Agenda Item No.4

Office Ref:DLMD-2021-05002

Submitted By: Cllr. Tom Conaghan
Assigned To:

Cultural Services

Motion

"That the Heritage Department in Donegal County Council oversee and provide support for the
maintenance of the Old Abbey Graveyard, Donegal Town as it holds historical significance and is in a
poor state of repair at present."

Signed Off By:

EILEEN BURGESS

Response:

The Old Abbey Graveyard in Donegal Town is one of 50 historic graveyards in the guardianship of
Donegal County Council and is maintained by the Roads & Transportation Directorate. The Abbey site
(DG093-013002-) within the graveyard is a National Monument (No. 175) protected under the National
Monuments Acts (1930-2004) and is in the care of the Office of Public Works on behalf of the state.
While the Heritage Office does not have funding for structural repairs, the Heritage Office will be pleased
to advise and assist the owners of the grave concerned or the Roads & Transportation Directorate in
securing the archaeological consent and conservation supervision required to undertake such works.
Grant assistance may be available if a local community group or the owners/guardians of the wall plan
to undertake repairs. A guide to heritage grants is available on-line, and updated periodically, on the
Donegal County Council website at: www.donegalcoco.ie/culture/heritage/heritagegrants/

Agenda Item No.5

Office Ref:DLMD-2021-05003

Submitted By: Cllr. Niamh Kennedy
Assigned To:

Community and Enterprise

Motion

"That this MD shall meet with the Community development section to arrange a meeting with members
of the community in Pettigo to put forward a town action plan and to seek a funding mechanism to
create a robust action plan and a way forward for town enhancement."

Signed Off By:

Paddy Doherty

Response:

The Community Development section can arrange a meeting with the community in Pettigo to discus
proposals for their area

Donegal Municipal District - 11th May 2021 Questions
Agenda Item No.6

Office Ref:DLMD-2021-05001

Submitted By: Cllr. Tom Conaghan
Assigned To:

Roads and Transportation

Question

"Who is responsible for the continued upkeep of The Old Abbey Graveyard in Donegal Town?"

Signed Off By:

MARK SWEENEY

Response:

The Council are responsible for a number of graveyards throughout the county and the Old Abbey
graveyard is one of these graveyards. The roads office are allocated funding each year for the
maintenance of these graveyards but the budget only facilitates grass cutting. Specific funding will need
to be sourced for any other works.

