MINUTES OF MEETING OF MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF LETTERKENNY-MILFORD MEETING, HELD
ONLINE, ON 11 JANUARY 2022 AT 2:00 P.M.
MDL1/22
MEMBERS PRESENT
Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh (Mayor), Cllr. Gerry McMonagle , Cllr. Liam Blaney, Cllr. Kevin Bradley,
Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, Cllr. Donal Coyle, Cllr. Donal Kelly, Cllr. Michael McBride, Cllr. Ian
McGarvey and Cllr. John O’Donnell
MDL2/22
OFFICIALS PRESENT
Liam Ward, Director of Service, Eamonn Brown, Area Manager, Housing & Corporate Services;
Bernadine McGee, Staff Officer, Housing & Corporate Services; David McIlwaine, S.E.E. / Area
Manager, Roads & Transportation; Elaine McEntee, Executive Planner; Geraldine Havlin,
Executive Planner, Joe Ferry, A/Senior Executive Chemist, Francis Conaghan, Development
Officer, Daragh McDonough, I.S. Project Leader
The meeting was chaired by Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh.
MDL3/22

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting.

MDL4/22

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Donal Coyle
the Minutes of Meeting of the MD Meeting on 9th November 2021 were
adopted.
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Coyle and seconded by Cllr. Ian McGarvey the
Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting of Letterkenny Milford Municipal District
on 28th October 2021 were adopted.

MDL5/22

SURFACING OF BACK LANES IN LETTERKENNY
On the proposal of Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr. Gerry
McMonagle, the following motion was adopted:
“Now that funding is available that we schedule surfacing the remaining back
lanes in Letterkenny town in 2022.”
Members were advised that:
“At the Roads SPC meeting last February a policy was agreed in relation to
maintenance of Roads, Footpaths, Back Lanes and Public Lighting in Council
Housing Estates and this was subsequently adopted at plenary level at the
March 2021 Council Meeting.
As a result €350k (€70k per MD) has been provided in the 2022 Revenue
Budget for this as a first year allocation.
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Arrangements are now being put in place to deliver a works programme in
2022.
Responsibility for the maintenance of roads, footpaths and public lighting
rests with Roads and back lanes with the Housing Section however it is
expected that, when agreed, delivery of this work would be done via Roads.
It is our intention locally (Roads and Housing Section) to agree the split of
funding and priority of schemes with Elected Members in the coming weeks
through a joint Roads and Housing Workshop.
The delivery plan for the works include:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Assess condition of each estate in the MD
Joint meeting between Housing and Roads to discuss and prepare
recommendations to Members.
Discuss with Elected Members at a workshop and agree a joint
programme
Incorporate into the annual RWP to be agreed with Elected Members
in Q1 of 2022.”

Cllr. Kavanagh noted that Cllr. McMonagle had raised a similar motion under
Item No. 13. It was agreed to discuss both motions together.
On proposing the motion Cllr. Kavanagh noted that since the Town Council was
abolished these lanes had not been resurfaced and Members have been asking
for this work to be done since then. He noted that money is now available and
he welcomed the response given.
On proposing his motion Cllr. Gerry McMonagle noted that he was happy with
the response given and looks forward to Workshop to be held. He welcomed
the fact that money is now available and hoped this work would be prioritised
now.
MDL6/22

LIFE RINGS AT PORT BRIDGE
On the proposal of Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr. Ian McGarvey,
the following motion was adopted:
“That the Council relocate the life rings at the Port Bridge so that they are
easily visible and easily located in the event of an emergency.”
Members were advised that:
“The Port Bridge is currently within the site of an ongoing construction
project. Those managing that project will ensure that water safety
equipment at that location is identifiable and accessible at all times.”
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On proposing the motion Cllr. Kavanagh advised that this had been raised with
him over Christmas. It would be better if the life rings/buoys could be
relocated to more accessible locations. He also suggested that they should be
replaced with the newer type ones that are being provided on a pilot project.
With the roadworks currently being carried out this is a good opportunity to
find more suitable locations for them. He welcomed the response given noting
that this would be tied in with the current works.
MDL7/22

TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES AT COLLEGE FARM ROAD
On the proposal of Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr. Michael
McBride, the following motion was adopted:
“That the Council look to install suitable traffic calming measures at College
Farm Road.”
Members were advised that:
“We will arrange for a Speed Survey to be carried out at this location to
establish the extent of the speeding issue.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Kavanagh advised that this had been raised with
him over the Christmas period. This is a residential area with a lot of houses
and a lot of older people residing there. There is speeding on the road. He
asked that the Council look at a suitable solution for this location.

MDL8/22

RIGHT HAND TURNING LANE AT MAIN CORKEY JUNCTION ON LIFFORD ROAD
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, the
following motion was adopted:
“That this Council engage with the TII regarding my previous motion to
ensure that all avenues are explored to have a right turning lane put in place
as soon as possible at the main Corkey junction on the Lifford road please.”
Members were advised that:
“An Assessment has been carried out of the history at this junction and note
that this is not a current High Collision Location (HCL) site under the latest
Round M Assessment which covers period from 2018-2020. In the period
2017-2019 there was one collision recorded at the junction by the Road Safety
Authority (RSA), the severity of this collision is not yet unknown. In the years
previous (2006-2016) there were no injury collisions recorded on the RSA road
collision map. Although this is not a current HCL site a Feasibility and Options
Report can be submit under a Type D HD17 however, given the progression of
the Ten T which is expected to impact this location only low cost safety
solutions are likely to be considered at this time.
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We will arrange to have traffic Counts carried out to establish the turning
movements at the junction so to best inform if a right turn lane would be
warranted under the appropriate TII design standards.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Kelly noted that an assessment had been carried
out which stated that this is not a high collision junction. He stated that he was
not happy with the response and was concerned that the Council would wait
until there is a serious accident there. This needs to be resolved before that
happens. There was an accident there on 29th December where a car was
waiting to turn right and a jeep ran into the back of it. It may be that a lot of
the accidents that have happened there have not been reported. He noted
that the Ten T project is waited on but a low cost safety project there would
give peace of mind to local road users. He hopes one will be put in place as it is
needed.
David McIlwaine stated that the figures from the assessment indicate that the
location doesn’t meet the criteria for funding. He stated that he would explore
what other options there might be to try to make the location safer.
Cllr. Kelly welcomed the response from David and thanked him for his
continued hard work.
MDL9/22

BRIDGES ON R250 GLENSWILLY TO MEENAROY ROAD
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Kevin Bradley, the
following motion was adopted:
“That this Council do all that they can to ensure funding is secured as soon as
possible to address and fix the Bridges on the R250 Glenswilly to Meenaroy
road please as this is a matter of urgency.”
Members were advised that:
“In the 5 year priority list for Specific Improvement funding that was agreed
with the Members in July 2020 and submitted to the DTTAS in September
2020 Meeniroy Bridge was ranked number 6 on the County Wide priority list
and number 2 on the MD priority list. With the Cathedral one way system
receiving NTA funding the Meeniroy Bridge would be next on the MD priority
list.
No update has been received on any funding allocation from DTTAS but in
preparation Road Design have commenced works on the design process.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Kelly noted that he was happy with the response
that Road Design have commenced works on the design. He has spoken to
David McIlwaine and minor repairs will be carried out until funding is available.
This is the main artery from Glenties, Fintown, Ardara, Dungloe etc. and needs
to be resolved as soon as possible for the benefit of road users. There are
three other bridges on this road. The bridge walls need to be looked at in
particular the angle of the walls. There were two accidents on this road in
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December; he has lost count of the number of accidents that have been there.
A survey is needed and a report prepared on it. An audit should be carried out
on the bridges. A Workshop should be held to discuss this road and how the
issues could be addressed. He noted that the Roads Area Manager David is
trying to secure funding. He hopes that funding can be secured in the first
quarter of this year.
MDL10/22

FOOTPATHS IN ABBEY VILLAS
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Kevin Bradley, the
following motion was adopted:
“Can this Council make it priority at the beginning of this year to repair the
footpaths in Abbey villas housing estate in Manorcunningham please?”
Members were advised that:
“At the Roads SPC meeting last February a policy was agreed in relation to
maintenance of Roads, Footpaths, Back Lanes and Public Lighting in Council
Housing Estates and this was subsequently adopted at plenary level at the
March 2021 Council Meeting.
As a result €350k (€70k per MD) has been provided in the 2022 Revenue
Budget for this as a first year allocation.
Arrangements are now being put in place to deliver a works programme in
2022.
Responsibility for the maintenance of roads, footpaths and public lighting
rests with Roads and back lanes with the Housing Section however it is
expected that, when agreed, delivery of this work would be done via Roads.
It is our intention locally (Roads and Housing Section) to agree the split of
funding and priority of schemes with Elected Members in the coming weeks
through a joint Roads and Housing Workshop.
The delivery plan for the works include:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Assess condition of each estate in the MD
Joint meeting between Housing and Roads to discuss and prepare
recommendations to Members.
Discuss with Elected Members at a workshop and agree a joint
programme
Incorporate into the annual RWP to be agreed with Elected Members
in Q1 of 2022.”

On proposing the motion Cllr. Kelly noted that he was happy with the response
that the paths will be repaired for the Residents. This is a great estate and the
Residents look after it well. The Council should show their appreciation for this
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by repairing the paths before they deteriorate too much. The works should be
done as soon as possible.
MDL11/22

PROTECTION TO ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES
On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the
following motion was adopted:
“Will this Municipal District ask that Planning give Protection to
environmental amenities in our Municipal District.”
Members were advised that:
“The County Development Plan 2018-2024 (as varied) in conjunction with the
provisions of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended) will
continue to form the basis for the sustainable development of the county.
Members are advised that the statutory review of the County Development
Plan that is to commence in 2022 will afford the opportunity to consider the
policy framework relating to all aspects for the future development of the
County including it's natural and built environment.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. McGarvey indicated that this motion could be
discussed in conjunction with his motion at Item No. 11 on the Agenda. Cllr.
McGarvey expressed his dissatisfaction with the responses given. He added
that it was disgraceful referring to the County Development Plan in the
response. No consideration has been given for the action of the Planners. He
asked that someone from the Executive would read Section 5.3.3 of the Plan.
Members have signed up to the Plan.
Cllr. Kavanagh noted that Cllr. McGarvey had covered a lot of ground and noted
the positive response in relation to the derelict boat in Ramelton in that the
Council would look at the case to see if further action is possible.
Cllr. McGarvey noted that the derelict boat has been there for years. He also
referred to a derelict building opposite that location with windows and doors
open. Children have been getting in to it and it is a danger to them should one
of them fall out a window etc. He referred to another abandoned property
with the gutters hanging from it which could injure someone if they fell. He
stated that the Council has to do something about these properties either
through CPO or another process.
Liam Ward noted that Cllr. McGarvey had covered a lot of ground under his
Motions and that he was critical of the replies given. In relation to the Motion
calling for protection of amenities, there are provisions for this in the County
Development Plan. The issues in Ramelton have been raised before. There is a
lot of good work happening there under Regeneration and the Heritage Action
Plan for the town. A further application is being made to the RRDF. Positive
things are happening in the town. He noted that he had direct conversations
with Cllr. McGarvey in relation to right of way queries and the planning
permission at Drummonaghan. The Council didn’t ignore the provisions in the
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County Development Plan. If the Council had then An Bord Pleanála would
have noted that. They allowed the permission to proceed and made the
ultimate decision.
He noted that Cllr. McGarvey had referred to
correspondence he had received from An Bord Pleanála and asked for that
correspondence as he has not seen it yet. He noted Cllr. McGarvey’s sense of
frustration within his contribution. The processing of this application was all
done in accordance with the Planning process which is open and transparent.
Cllr. McGarvey noted that he doesn’t want to be in conflict with anyone. He
again referred to Section 5.3.3 of the Plan and also to Section 40 of the
Constitution.
Cllr. Kavanagh noted that An Bord Pleanála had dealt with this and had allowed
the development to proceed.
MDL12/22

DERELICT BUILDINGS AND DERELICT BOAT
On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the
following motion was adopted:
“Can I demand that the CEO & Executive deal with the issues neglected for so
long i.e. Rows, Derelict Buildings and a derelict Boat lying off the Quay at
Ramelton for some years (Possibility dumped there).”
Members were advised that:
“In the context of the significant investments under Heritage funding and
Rural Regeneration and Development Funds (RRDF) notable progress has
been made in Ramelton in relation to addressing dereliction. Similar
interventions across the county to address incidences of dereliction in towns
and village will continue to be supported to further the Council's approach to
regeneration and to encourage the private owners of derelict properties to
redevelop their property or release such sites to the open market to enable
private investment opportunities to be realised and encourage housing,
commercial or other positive redevelopments to be realised. The
consideration of established public rights of way is addressed on a case by
case basis and where it is demonstrated that established public rights of way
have been compromised appropriate steps can be initiated. In the matter of
the derelict boat near the Quay in Ramelton will be reconsidered internally to
determine if further action is possible.”
It was noted that this motion was already dealt with along with Motion from
Cllr. Ian McGarvey – Minute No. MDL11/21.

MDL13/22

SPEED RESTRICTIONS AND FLASHING SIGNS FOR PORTLEEN SCHOOL
On the proposal of Cllr. John O’Donnell and seconded by Cllr. Michael McBride,
the following motion was adopted:
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“Calling on this Council to install speed restrictions and flashing signs at
Portleen School for school hours.”
Members were advised that:
“There are flashing Light School warning signs erected on both approach's to
the school. An assessment can be carried out to establish the extent of the
issue at the school and if required investigate possible sources of funding to
carry out improvement works.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. O’Donnell advised that this had been brought to
his attention by students at the school who had written to him. He welcomed
the response given noting that speed restrictions are needed during school
hours.
MDL14/22

PORTALOO TOILETS DURING SUMMER FOR TRA NA ROSSAN BEACH,
DOWNINGS
On the proposal of Cllr. John O’Donnell and seconded by Cllr. Ian McGarvey,
the following motion was adopted:
“Calling on this Council to install portaloo toilets during summer season at Tra
na Rossan beach in Downings.”
Members were advised that:
“Donegal County Council promotes and resources a suite of services over the
Bathing Season in Downings annually, including; litter collection, waste
recycling, water quality monitoring, beach lifeguarding and public
conveniences. While these services are primarily focused at the Tra Beg Blue
Flag beach, seasonal portaloos are also provided at the adjacent pier and Tra
Mor beach. For the 2022 Bathing Season our resources will again be focussed
on promoting and maintaining services at our Designated Bathing Areas
given in particular the water quality and water safety measures in places at
those locations in what is expected to be another very busy period.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. O’Donnell stated that the response was weak
and asked that this be looked at again. This is one of the most iconic beaches
in Donegal with photos of it everywhere. Trá na Rosann is a well attended
beach and there are no facilities or amenities there. Two portaloos should be
provided, one disabled and one unisex. He has been contacted by local
Residents and local bar owners in the area about this. The cost of hire is
approx. €40 to €60 per week and would only be required for a 12 week period.
It is a long distance from where the facilities are provided to this beach. The
Council needs to review this response. Facilities are needed there with tourism
and staycations being promoted. The Murder Hole Beach there has become
popular and has brought in an influx of people.
Cllr. McGarvey on seconding the motion asked that provision of a small shelter
with a bench be added to the motion.
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Joe Ferry advised that other considerations had to be given to this request in
relation to safety / water safety. Decisions such as this often depend on other
factors and can be made to avoid promotion of beaches. He advised that he
would revert to David Friel in relation to this.
Cllr. Kavanagh asked that David Friel be asked to respond directly to Cllr.
O’Donnell.
Cllr. O’Donnell stated that this beach is very much used with massive volumes
of people going there. That cannot be stopped. Facilities need to be provided.
He respects that water safety must be considered but the beach is being used
and is well attended.
MDL15/22

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Bradley, the
following motion was adopted:
“Will we Members be afforded the right to question Planning applications
before Grant of permission?”
Members were advised that:
“This matter has been raised on a number of occasions at Letterkenny Milford Municipal District meetings and also at plenary meetings of Donegal
County Council.
The guidance and direction to both Elected Members and Council officials in
this regard was set out in Circular Letter PL 2 - 2018 by the Minister for
Housing, Planning & Local Government and a copy of this Circular Letter is
attached.
The relevant extract from this Circular is set out below:
Discussion of the merits of individual planning applications at Municipal
District/Area Committee and Council meetings does not form part of the
statutory process for the consideration of such applications and should not be
used by elected members to advocate that a particular decision be made on
an individual application. Such a practice could be viewed as an attempt to
undermine due process and exert undue influence on the planning authority
and/or to make a decision that would not be in the interests of the proper
planning and sustainable development of the area concerned. Furthermore
the practice could convey an erroneous impression to the public of the role of
elected members in the statutory process for deciding on planning
applications. Having regard to the foregoing, Part 3 planning application
should not be discussed at Municipal District/Area Committee and/or Council
meetings prior to the making of decisions on them and the participation of
local authority officials in any such discussions is not appropriate in the
circumstances.”
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On proposing this motion Cllr. McGarvey asked Planning to look at the
legislation. He has been told that he couldn’t object or speak on an application
as a Member. He is an elected Representative and has an obligation to the
people. If it needs to be brought to Dublin then it should.
Liam Ward noted that the response to the motion sets out the position in
advance of a decision as per guidance from the Minister. Any change to this
would have to happen at Ministerial level and he doesn’t see this happening
and doesn’t see it as appropriate.
Elaine McEntee noted that it is important to remind everyone of the difference
between Reserved and Executive functions. Planning Regulations guidance
should be given to the public in relation to what the functions are.
MDL16/22

FINISH RESURFACING OF BACK LANES IN LETTERKENNY
On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. Jimmy
Kavanagh, the following motion was adopted:
“Further to the added Roads budgets for Back Lanes that we now move to
finish the remaining Back Lanes approved for resurfacing in Letterkenny and
that our Roads section bring forward a timeframe for this to be done.”
Members were advised that:
“At the Roads SPC meeting last February a policy was agreed in relation to
maintenance of Roads, Footpaths, Back Lanes and Public Lighting in Council
Housing Estates and this was subsequently adopted at plenary level at the
March 2021 Council Meeting.
As a result €350k (€70k per MD) has been provided in the 2022 Revenue
Budget for this as a first year allocation.
Arrangements are now being put in place to deliver a works programme in
2022.
Responsibility for the maintenance of roads, footpaths and public lighting
rests with Roads and back lanes with the Housing Section however it is
expected that, when agreed, delivery of this work would be done via Roads.
It is our intention locally (Roads and Housing Section) to agree the split of
funding and priority of schemes with Elected Members in the coming weeks
through a joint Roads and Housing Workshop.
The delivery plan for the works include:
1.
2.

Assess condition of each estate in the MD
Joint meeting between Housing and Roads to discuss and prepare
recommendations to Members.
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3.
4.

Discuss with Elected Members at a workshop and agree a joint
programme
Incorporate into the annual RWP to be agreed with Elected Members
in Q1 of 2022.”

It was noted that this motion was already dealt with along with Motion from
Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh – Minute No. MDL5/22.
MDL17/22

OPTIONS TO MEET THE NEED TO REHOUSE FAMILIES AFFECTED BY MICA
On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. Michael
McBride, the following motion was adopted:
“In order to address the rising pressure on this MD housing section being
posed by the impact of Mica affected house's and the need to rehouse the
families in these homes until remedial works are carried out. I am proposing
that we look at all the options open to us both from within Council resources
and outside in the private sector to put in place a Timeframe Plan for
temporary and permanent housing that will meet those demands in the short
and long term.”
Members were advised that:
“The motion is noted and while some initial works were carried out at that
time to explore options for temporary accommodation it has been difficult to
progress further without a dedicated staffing resource. The Council made an
application/submission to the Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage in October 2021 for dedicated staffing resources to carry out
remediation works to social housing units affected by defective blocks and for
the sourcing of suitable alternative accommodations for families who will
have to move from their homes in advance or while works are being carried
out. We have had follow up contact with the Department in relation to the
submission, the latest of which was last week, and we anticipate a decision
on same at an early date. In the meantime, the Council will continue to
offer the options to families in affected properties to relocate to alternative
suitable vacant social housing units that become available.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. McMonagle noted the response that the Council
are offering the option of relocating to social housing. He welcomed this
approach as a lot of families are in houses that are not fit for purpose; they are
damp and getting worse. There is a housing crisis outside of this and there isn’t
adequate housing available. Where they are used to house families affected by
MICA this affects the housing waiting list. The situation is getting worse for
families on the list.
On seconding the motion Cllr. McBride referred to his previous motion noting
that nothing had been done since and the situation is getting worse. He noted
of the Mica applications, one third of the dwellings need to be demolished.
People have to move out of their homes and there is no accommodation
available. The Council need to look outside of their own resources. He
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referred to the Housing For All presentation yesterday which is a long term
plan and won’t meet the MICA demand. The availability of private
accommodation is null and void with high rents and this is putting more
pressure on the situation. Families this winter are living with wind blowing
through their houses and in damp conditions. The Council needs to work with
others on this as it is not going away and is getting worse. It needs to be
treated as urgent. The Council should look at modular type houses and look at
the Planning Regulations in relation to these. He hopes that the Government
will address this. Alternative means of housing needs to be found in the short
term.
Eamonn Brown advised that he did not have much to add to the response given
but noted the concern of the Members. Headquarters are awaiting a response
from the Department and hope to be able to set up a dedicated team. He
advised that he would revert to the Members and will do what he can to push
this forward.
Cllr. McMonagle thanked Eamonn for his comments and commitment. A
number of families are badly affected by this at present and he noted that
Housing is working with them and that there is work in progress. There are
multiple applications now with houses deteriorating. He hopes that work
starts soon.
MDL18/22

REGULATIONS OR BYE LAWS FOR DIFFING EVENTS
On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. Donal Coyle,
the following motion was adopted:
“That this MD discuss the options open to us to make so called "Diffing
Events" safer for all concerned through Regulation or Bye Laws and to also
address the concerns of residents living close to so called Diffing Sites.”
Members were advised that:
“The Planning Service has followed up on a number of instances of these
events, including when required the instigation of enforcement. In general,
there are three scenarios where the Planning Service have a role: (i) those
that occur at authorised sites where motorsports are permitted, (ii)
development where such a use, or a material change in the use of the land,
requires a planning permission, or (iii) where the events are infrequent and
may be classed as an ‘event’ for the purpose of Part XVI (Events and Funfairs)
of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended). The obligations in
these scenarios for land owners are clear and the Planning Service will
continue to apply the provisions of the Act where needed and are committed
to engaging further in any approach to delivering solutions to these
activities.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. McMonagle noted that this is a popular new
phenomenon around Letterkenny and he had been contacted by Residents of
Letterkenny, Manorcunningham and Raymoghey in relation to incidents there.
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There is a lot of noise, smoke and smell associated with the events. He asked
how regulated the events are and stated that a high standard of regulation is
needed. Local Residents need to be given the option to raise their concerns
and protest. He asked if planning applications are submitted and if not they
should be. Otherwise there is no process to object or have events more
manageable. He added that he has raised this at Joint Policing Committee
meetings to try and regulate the events and work with the operators. These
events are happening now on a monthly basis and this is having a knock on
effect on the Town, on businesses and on shoppers. He had heard that there is
to be an event in January in the Bonagee area and this is concerning given the
road works that are ongoing on the Four Lane Roadway. Everyone needs to be
kept safe, with noise pollution considered and access available for locals.
There is a need to liaise with operators so that they adhere to regulations and
that there are safety controls in place. These are dangerous events with large
crowds attending. He asked how well staffed these events are.
Cllr. Kavanagh noted that all Members have been contacted in relation to this.
On seconding the motion Cllr. Kavanagh noted that he was glad that Cllr.
McMonagle had raised this as he had received a number of contacts from
Residents in Manorcunningham. It is popular with young drivers as it is
cheaper than rallying and is a sport for them. There were issues during the last
rally weekend with people looking for sites and owners had refused. This then
moved out to Manorcunningham and it is a regular occurrence there and is
impacting on Residents in the area. Who organises these events where there
are large crowds coming from? Regulations are needed for these sites and
authorisation re planning, insurance etc. There is one of these sites near the
Silver Tassie which is well organised, supervised and there is never any
complaints about it. The timing of the events needs to be controlled as there is
noise at all hours. He asked who regulates these events, Planning,
Environment or An Garda Síochána.
Liam Ward acknowledged the efforts of Cllr. McMonagle in facilitating
meetings about how to regulate these events which can be a nuisance to
Residents. The Council have sought to engage directly in the past with the
operators and should continue to do so. Those that are occurring on a regular
basis may require formal Planning consent. The once off events are more
difficult to regulate. They are becoming more regular and the Council will work
with the Members, Planning, Environment, the JPC and the Gardaí to see what
progress can be made.
Cllr. McMonagle thanked Liam Ward for his comments. Prior to Covid the
operators had been invited in to a JPC meeting and he hopes to get back to
that.
MDL19/22

YELLOW BOX FOR RAMELTON ROAD
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Coyle and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the
following motion was adopted:
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“That this Council install a Yellow Box on the Ramelton Road at the junction
leading to the Donegal ETB Centre at Ballyraine.”
Members were advised that:
“We will carry out a review of the road markings at this Junction and
establish if a yellow box is appropriate at this location in accordance with the
requirements of Chapter 7 of the Traffic Signs Manual.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Coyle noted that the Members are aware of the
location where the former FÁS centre and other businesses are located. It is a
busy location with traffic travelling from Ramelton particularly in the mornings.
Drivers turning right are depending on the goodwill of other drivers to allow
them to turn in which can lead to queues of cars. He stated that he was happy
with the answer that a review will be carried out.
David McIlwaine clarified that the junction will be looked at and they will look
at putting a box in place if suitable.
MDL20/22

SPEED LIMIT ON KNOCKBRACK ROAD
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Coyle and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the
following motion was adopted:
“That this Council seek to have the speed limit on the Knockbrack Road to
Glenmaquin Crossroads reduced from 80KPH to 60KPH.”
Members were advised that:
“The review of the Speed limits is due to be carried out this year. A review of
the Speed limit at the Knockbrack Road to Glenmaquin Crossroads can be
carried out as part of this process.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Coyle noted that Members are aware of this
road which has dips and hollows. It is a narrow road with blind spots and
drivers cannot see other vehicles approaching. It is ridiculous that the speed
limit on this road is 80kph which is also used by walkers. Traffic calming is
needed on the road and the speed limit reduced to 60kph.
Cllr. Kavanagh noted that David has this on list for a Workshop and asked that
he provide a list of roads raised by Members.
Cllr. Blaney noted that the speed limit on that road was moved from
Loughnagin as part of the Speed Limit Review 5 years ago and as was agreed by
the Elected Members. He recommended that this should be taken into
account when the Speed Limit location was being reviewed.
David McIlwaine advised that the review of speed limits is due this year but
that the timeframe has not been made available yet. There will be Workshops
to provide initial information. National guidelines will follow. He advised that
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proposals from Members are welcome and that he will advise the Members as
the process evolves. He confirmed that there will be a public consultation as
part of the process.
MDL21/22

ROAD AT MONCLINK AND ROAD AT SALLYBROOK
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Coyle and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney the
following motion was adopted:
“That this Council determine the status of the road at Monclink,
Manorcunningham and also determine whether it is Letterkenny/Milford
M.D. or Inishowen M.D. that is responsible for the road at Sallybrook,
Manorcunningham.”
Members were advised that:
“The road that is referred at Monclink, Manorcunningham is not in the
charge of Donegal County Council and is located within the Inishowen MD.
The road referred in Sallybrook, Manorcunningham is the L5434/1 which is in
the charge of Donegal County Council and is located within the Inishowen
MD.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Coyle noted that these roads are on the border
between Letterkenny/Milford and Inishowen Municipal Districts. He noted the
response that Monclink is not in the charge of Donegal County Council and that
the road at Sallybrook is located in the Inishowen M.D. He asked why this is as
the area is in the Letterkenny/Milford M.D. on the Electoral Register. Work is
needed on these roads. He asked for clarification as to which Municipal District
is responsible for work on the roads.
David McIlwaine confirmed that both roads are partly located in the
Letterkenny/Milford Municipal District but for operational reasons they fall
under the Inishowen M.D. When the boundaries were changed it was decided
to move the dividing line from the middle of the road. He advised that he
would forward maps of the areas to Members for clarification. He agreed to
follow up with the Inishowen Roads office regarding maintenance of these
roads.
Cllr. Coyle stated that the roads are in bad condition and are in urgent need to
work being done on them.

MDL22/22

INSTALL LIGHTS AT CROSSING AT KERNAN’S
On the proposal of Cllr. Kevin Bradley and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly, the
following motion was adopted:
“That this Council install lights at the crossing at Kernan’s lower Main Street.”
Members were advised that:
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“At this stage it is not possible to erect lights at this location due to the
impact it would have on traffic movement for the junctions at the lower Main
Street and Oldtown Bridge. The erection of lights at this location needs to be
considered in conjunction with an overall plan taking into account the other
junctions in the area. We will look at an application through the NTA Active
travel to advance this process.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Bradley noted that Cllr. Kelly had previously
submitted a motion in relation to this. He advised that this was his first call one
morning and the Manager approached him about the lack of parking and lights
outside the shop. There are bollards located there which prevents delivery
vans parking on the footpath. There is a car park across the road but there is
no way to cross the road as there is no pedestrian crossing. Kernans are a big
employer in the area and are paying rates. There is a crossing at Dunnes Stores
so why not for this shop.
David McIlwaine noted that he appreciated the points raised but that there is
an issue with the provision of lights at this location. There are consultants
working on active travel projects. They will try to find a suitable solution for a
crossing at this location.
Cllr. Bradley asked how long would this take and could the bollards be
removed to allow lorries to pull in for deliveries
Cllr. McGarvey added that there should be a set down at the shop.
Cllr. Kelly stated that he fully supported the motion as he had brought this
forward before. A zebra crossing with flashing lights is required at this location
not traffic lights. It is one of the busiest junctions in Letterkenny and is a recipe
for disaster. Someone was knocked down there a number of years ago. He
added that he understands Cllr. Bradley’s frustration. There are also children
coming down from the schools crossing at this junction.
David McIlwaine stated that he appreciates the frustrations of the Members
over this. He agreed to follow up on this and revert to the Members.
Cllr. Bradley asked that the bollards be removed as there is nowhere for
delivery vans to pull in.
David McIlwaine advised that he would need to follow up on the history of why
the bollards were put there and look at the overall situation.
Cllr. McBride added his support to the motion.
MDL23/22

RAMPS AT GLENCAR ROAD
On the proposal of Cllr. Kevin Bradley and seconded by Cllr. Ian McGarvey, the
following motion was adopted:
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“That the Ramps be addressed on the Glencar Road especially at Wolfe Tone
Place.”
Members were advised that:
“These ramps have been erected in accordance with the relevant
specifications.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Bradley stated that the ramps at this location are
too high and this matter has been raised before. He added that the response
given is not adequate.
Cllr. Kavanagh added that the ramps are too high and are damaging cars.
Cllr. McBride agreed that this needs to be looked at again as vehicles are
catching on the ramps and it is visible on the ramps where this is happening.
David McIlwaine confirmed that ramps are constructed to the national
standards but agreed to follow up on this.
MDL24/22

CONCEALED ENTRANCE SIGNS AT BYRNES BAR
On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Gerry
McMonagle, the following motion was adopted:
“That signs for concealed entrances be erected on either side of Byrnes bar
on the Churchill to Letterkenny road covering both the L63922 and the L1562
local roads.”
Members were advised that:
“We will arrange to have junction ahead signs erected along the Regional
road each side of the junction. The entrance at Byrnes Bar Churchill would not
be considered a concealed entrance by the Roads Office. The hedge line at
this junction is maintained by Letterkenny Roads in order to ensure adequate
vision lines.”
On proposing the motion, Cllr. McBride advised that local Residents had
requested that signage be placed on either side of the junction. He added that
he was happy with the response given. There is a lot of non local traffic using
the road and the drivers are not familiar with concealed entrances.
Cllr. Kelly added his support to this motion as the matter was previously raised
in July.

MDL25/22

MEMBERSHIP OF NEW BOARD OF ATLANTIC TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY
On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Gerry
McMonagle, the following motion was adopted:
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“That Donegal County Council liaise with the BOM at LYIT to ensure that a
local County Councillor continues to sit on the board of the new board of
Atlantic technological university board which will replace the current boards
in 2022.”
Members were advised that:
“If this Motion is adopted by Members the Executive will write to the
management of the LYIT requesting that a position is available for a local
County Councillor on the new board of the University when it is formed.”
On proposing the motion, Cllr. McBride stated that it is good news that the LYIT
is to have a Technical University status. It is important that there would
continue to be at least one Member on the Board which will be formed shortly.
The current Board has been extended for a short period. Donegal County
Council has a good working relationship with the LYIT and multinational
companies in the area. The Council should write to the Board and ask that that
membership on the Board would continue. It would be preferable if the
Member was from the Letterkenny/Milford M.D.
Cllr. McGarvey added that he wanted to support the motion as he had
previously sat on the Board.
Cllr. McBride noted that a number of representatives would make up the new
Board and it is important to have a Member of the Council on the Board. He
added that he is happy with the response that a letter will be sent to the
management of the LYIT.
MDL26/22

ALLOCATION TO MILFORD FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A MASTER PLAN
On the proposal of Cllr. Liam Blaney and seconded by Cllr. Ian McGarvey, the
following motion was adopted:
“That this Municipal District discusses the allocation of €100,000 to the Town
of Milford to support the Development of a Master plan as part of the Town
Centre First Plans announced recently.”
Members were advised that:
“The Executive are happy to facilitate such a discussion in relation to the
recent funding allocation under the Town Centre First initiative.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Blaney asked that a Workshop be held to discuss
the allocation. A town has been selected in every County for this funding. Five
or six months ago he had submitted a motion asking that Milford be selected.
The town is in need of a master plan as there is a lot of dereliction there. There
had been an application to develop the site at the old Milford Hotel but the
plans had been objected to. He asked that Donegal County Council would not
proceed with any turnkey and that they hold back until a plan is in place. This
is an opportunity for the people to have their say. He asked if the Old Bakery
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site and Mulroy Bay could be included in the master plan. He referred to the
Workshop held in the morning on outdoor recreation. A blue way or blue trail
from there to Carrigart over the Harry Blaney Bridge would be a huge boost to
the area. It would be important to discuss this at a Workshop sooner rather
than later. This is a new initiative with the first set of towns selected in the
County.
Cllr. McGarvey stated that he wished to compliment Cllr. Blaney on his motion
and that he was happy to second the motion. The one way system was
detrimental to the town and the new supermarket has drawn people away
from the town. A satisfactory plan needs to be devised for the town.
Liam Ward welcomed the motion and the allocation of funding and noted that
this is a good news story. A previous discussion in the Municipal District
brought Milford to the fore and is it good that this was discussed previously
and has now been successful in getting funding. He agreed that a Workshop
would be beneficial. In relation to the old Milford Hotel he advised that no
undertaking that discussions would be paused could be given. He noted that
the old Milford Bakery site and Mulroy Bay had been discussed at the
Workshop this morning. The funding for the master plan is more to do with
the town centre and dereliction and vacancies in the town. He agreed that the
Council would go back to the Department in relation to widening the scope of
the plan to include the old Bakery site. He stated in relation to the field at
Lower Mount Marian that it would be important to discuss the best use of the
field and consider the landowners view. He added that this is a positive
development and that RRDF funding could be sought in the future and that
projects could be put forward for Part 8 so that RRDF funding could be applied
for. There is work to be done on this and he accepted the comments made.
He advised that Francis Conaghan will arrange and facilitate the required
Workshop(s).
While discussing a date for the Workshop, Liam Ward noted that the
Community Development and Regeneration teams would need an opportunity
to get together in advance to prepare a presentation.
Cllr. Blaney asked that the Council would not wait for a presentation to be
prepared as the RRDF closed for applications in April 2022. The Workshop
should be held as soon as possible. He understands the pressures on the
department but they don’t want to miss the opportunity. A short meeting
would be sufficient.
Liam Ward advised that he would discuss this with Francis Conaghan and
suggested that a Workshop maybe be held on Wednesday 26th January at
10am.
MDL27/22

CIVIC RECEPTION FOR SUSAN MC CAULEY
On the proposal of Cllr. Ciaran Brogan and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly, the
following motion was adopted:
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“That this Council host a civic reception for Susan Mc Cauley, formerly cocoordinator on her retirement Cara House Family resource centre to
recognize her contribution to hugely successful community services in our
community for all ages from, children’s crèche, teenagers, disability, adults, in
children’s centre, training and education, active age services and health and
well-being. First set up in 2004, Cara house has played a significant role
within our community in so many different areas and as it continues to grow
to meet the needs of people moving forward, and there no doubt Susan Mc
Cauley has been the driving force in making all this happen.”
Members were advised that:
“If this Motion is adopted by Members the Executive will put in place
arrangements for the requested reception once COVID restrictions permit.”
On proposing this motion Cllr. Brogan stated that Susan McCauley had played a
significant role in the community and in meeting the needs of the people.
CARA house has been a remarkable success story. It would be hard to
recognise her contribution as it was never about her and always about the
people she provided the services for. She deserves recognition for this and he
asked for the full support of the Members on this. There is an open door to
everyone there.
On seconding the motion Cllr. Kelly stated that he fully supports the motion
and thanked Cllr. Brogan for bringing it forward. Susan McCauley deserves to
be recognised for all she has done.
Cllr. McGarvey recognised the support for the elderly given at CARA house.
Cllr. Kavanagh thanked Cllr. Brogan for raising the motion and noted that
everyone would support it. It noted that there is a lot of proposed Civic
Receptions which could be looked at from March/April on. A schedule needs
to be agreed and some may have to be carried over to the next Mayor.
Cllr. Brogan asked if An Grianan Theatre could be considered as a location as
there is plenty of space there. It would be an appropriate venue.
MDL28/22

UPDATE ON STEPS TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE
On the proposal of Cllr. Ciaran Brogan and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly, the
following motion was adopted:
“That we get an updated report on the steps been taken in this Municipal
District to address the challenges of climate change, flooding in all areas,
damage to bridges, engagement with relevant stakeholders, Irish Water,
OPW, National Parks and Wildlife.”
Members were advised that:
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“The National Adaptation Framework (NAF) “mandated the development
and implementation of sectoral adaptation plans and local authority
adaptation strategies which together, would form part of the national
response to the impacts of climate change.
The Donegal Climate Adaptation Strategy 2019 – 2024 (CAS) was adopted in
September 2019 and identified actions were set out under 5 themes:
Governance, Critical Infrastructure & Buildings, Water Resources & Flood Risk
Management, Natural & Cultural Heritage, and Community Services. A
Climate Adaptation Steering Group has been established to lead on the
implementation of this strategy with representation from all relevant
Divisions across the Council. The steering group meets on a quarterly basis to
review progress and regular reports are provided to the Climate Action and
Environment Strategic Policy Committee, with updates also included in the
Environment Reports at Municipal District and Plenary Council on a periodic
basis.
The actions from the Strategy were allocated to 72 implementation plans. In
excess of 75% of actions are currently ‘Ongoing’ or ‘Completed’. Guidance at
national and regional level is awaited in some instances where actions have
‘Not Started’. Each implementation plan reflects the external stakeholders
the Council engages with to deliver the actions. This ensures that key
stakeholder can be identified at a national level and ensure that the local
government sector is aligned with future climate adaptation measure and
sectoral adaptation plans.
Through the continued implementation and monitoring of the progress of the
Strategy, the Council builds its adaptive capacity, knowledge and cross
directorate collaboration. This provides opportunities to identify knowledge
gaps while also enhancing knowledge, building capacity and adaptation in
communities throughout the county.
A link to DCC's Climate Adaptation Strategy 2019-2024 is included for ease of
reference,
https://www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/environment/FINAL_Cli
mate%20Change%20Adaptation%20Strategy%202019%20-2024.pdf.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Brogan asked who had provided the response
which he felt was only giving lip service to his motion and was long winded.
The Members have highlighted many areas of flooding. A lot of documents and
reports have been provided on flooding but nothing is happening. Drains have
not been cleared. A meeting has been requested with the OPW. It was agreed
in 2018 that the third eye of the Oldtown Bridge was to be cleared. This has
not been done and the OPW have not agreed to come and meet the Members.
A pilot project should be done with engagement with the Farmers and the
OPW etc. Bridges need to be restored. A lot of the work has been prohibited
because of wildlife. There is now flooding where it wasn’t before. The Council
needs to lead out on this with other agencies as a pilot for this Municipal
District. Funding is available and action is needed.
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Joe Ferry advised that the response would have been given by Bryan Cannon.
He added that a comprehensive update on the Flood Relief Scheme has been
given in the Environment report. This work is managed by the
Water/Environment service and is a work in progress. In relation to water
quality there are conflicting reports on the impact of drainage on water quality.
There are strict habitat regulations which much be adhered to. It would appear
that a lot of the legislation is competing against each other. It is a complex
issue. The Flood Relief Schemes are most important in dealing with these
issues.
Cllr. McGarvey referred to the land at Lough Fern and asked about the results
of an arterial project on the River Lennon. A sum of €85,000 was provided for
the survey, what has happened since, was the survey done as it has never been
acted on.
On seconding the motion Cllr. Kelly noted that Cllr. Brogan had highlighted the
issues well. A Workshop is needed on this to bring these issues to the fore.
Solutions are needed on the ground as nothing has been done. Rivers/streams
are overgrown, shucks needs to be cleaned. A separate Workshop is needed
in the near future.
Cllr. Brogan seconded Cllr. Kelly’s proposal that a Workshop would be held. He
asked why the OPW are not coming to meet with the Members of the
Municipal District and asked that the Minister responsible for the OPW be
written to.
David McIlwaine advised that there is an opportunity to get funding under
Climate Adaptation. Schemes can be prioritised through that funding. There is
currently an application for part of the work required for Trentagh and for New
Mills and coastal areas.
Cllr. Brogan added that Irish Water, OPW, Parks & Wildlife Service should all be
involved in the Workshop and he looks forward to the Workshop with all of the
agencies there.
Liam Ward noted that Eamonn Brown had received a response but that it was
not what was hoped for but advised that the Council would go back to them
again in relation to request for a meeting.
Eamonn Brown confirmed that he will follow up and revert to the Members.
Cllr. Brogan stated that he was not happy with the response given.
MDL29/22

TRAFFIC COUNTERS ON LOCAL ROAD NETWORK
On the proposal of Cllr. Ciaran Brogan and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly, the
following motion was adopted:
“That traffic counters are put on the local road-network into Letterkenny to
access the huge volume using the roads to help support us getting additional
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funding to improve and maintain the roads. For example, Windyhall,
Killylastin, Crievesmith, Rahan, Lismonaghan, Cullion, Lisnennan.”
Members were advised that:
“Traffic Counters have been recently purchased for the MD and we will
arrange to have traffic counts carried out in these locations.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Brogan stated that all smaller roads in the town
have become relief roads due to the high volume of traffic in the town which is
a source of employment and education for a lot of people. Drivers are avoiding
the main routes because of the high volume of traffic. Investment is needed in
the road structure in the town. He is happy with the response given and asked
that reports be provided when traffic counts are carried out. These would help
support applications for funding at Headquarters. A special envelope of
funding is needed for the town. A detailed report on the roads is required.
On seconding the motion Cllr. Kelly thanked Cllr. Brogan for raising the motion.
David McIlwaine stated that funding is shared across the Municipal District and
agreed to report back to the Members.
MDL30/22

MAYORS BUSINESS
30.1 Visit of the Swiss Ambassador
Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh advised that the Swiss Ambassador had visited on 10th
November. It was a good meeting and Liam Ward and Eamonn Brown had
made a good presentation to the Ambassador.
30.2 George Boal Roundabout
Cllr. Kavanagh advised that he had attended the name of the George Boal
Roundabout on 15th November. All Members had been present at that event.
30.3 Christmas Lights in Letterkenny
Cllr. Kavanagh thanked Cllr. Coyle for attending the switch on of the Christmas
Lights in Letterkenny on 19th November on his behalf.
30.4 West Dunbartonshire Council
Cllr. Kavanagh advised that he had received an invitation to the 80th
Commemoration of the Blitz. The invite had been received under the
friendship agreement with West Dunbartonshire Council. The event was a
concert of the National Scottish Orchestra. A special piece had been composed
for the occasion. He received a warm welcome from the Provost and the
Council Members. There is a strong connection there with Donegal and he met
people who knew places in Letterkenny. The Council had planned to visit
Donegal in February but this cannot happen now due to restrictions but
hopefully they will visit later in the year. It is important to develop this
relationship.

23

30.5 Rudolstat Invites
Cllr. Kavanagh advised that invites have been received for the Mayor and up to
10 people to visit on St. Patrick’s Day. They have requested that
representatives from different sectors such as education, economy,
administration, culture and tourism would be included. A response is required
by 20th February advising how many people would be attending. This
connection is developing well. A group of seventy people were booked to visit
Donegal last year but could not come due to restrictions. A smaller group
made a private visit themselves. They have a photography club that have
produced a calendar from photos taken here. There will be a music festival
there later in the year from 7th to 10th July.
Cllr. Brogan suggested that the Mayor and Deputy Mayor and a representative
from the Executive should attend and select who is best to represent from the
various sectors. There have been huge benefits with those who have visited
from there. It has been a successful twinning.
Cllr. McGarvey noted that this has been a very important link and the courtesy
that he received when he visited as Mayor was unbelievable. There is a vine
planted there with his name on it. It is important to retain and expand the
links with Rudolstadt.
Cllr. Kavanagh asked Eamonn Brown to send a response to the Mayor of
Rudolstadt. Eamonn Brown advised that he would be happy to do that.
MDL31/22

CORRESPONDENCE
31.1 West Dunbartonshire Council
Eamonn Brown advised that a proposed visit from the Council has been
postponed to later in the year.
31.2 Cultural Committee
Eamonn Brown advised that a meeting of the Committee is proposed for 24th
January. He will confirm and revert to Members with the outcome of that.

MDL32/22

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION
The contents of the Community Development Division report as circulated with
the Agenda were taken as read.
32.1 Development Fund Initiative
Francis Conaghan advised the Members that there is less than 3 weeks left to
apply with a closing date of Monday 31st January. Groups should be reminded
of this.
32.2 Community Activity Fund
Francis advised the Members that the closing date for applications for funding
is Thursday 24th February.
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The Members raised the following items: Cllr. Blaney noted that work has started on the Great Arch.
 Cllr. Coyle asked if a meeting between the Swilly River Walk Group and
the Members could be organised.
 Cllr. Kavanagh asked for an update in relation to the Sweet Factory
Playground and the Parklets
Francis Conaghan responded to the queries raised as follows: He contacted the Greenways section and they advised that internal
discussions will be facilitated as soon as possible with the officials to
move this forward.
 Equipment has been ordered for the Sweet Factory playgroup but there
have been delays with the supply of materials. He will revert on a
timescale for the works to the Mayor. Additional works are required
there.
 Cllr. Brogan had a question in relation to Parklets a response was
provided. The work was tendered but got no response; it was then
reviewed and retendered. It is hoped that they will be installed by St.
Patrick’s Day. There has been direct engagement with the suppliers and
the parklets are on target for delivery in spring.
Cllr. McGarvey asked about the meeting in relation to zoning of land.
Liam Ward advised that the meeting will be tomorrow afternoon at 2pm.
Cllr. McGarvey advised that he has received representations from a family
whose land has been flooded and rezoned.
MDL33/22

ROADS & TRANSPORTATION
The contents of the Roads report as circulated with the Agenda were taken as
read.
33.1 Roads Restoration Maintenance Programme
David McIlwaine advised a date is needed for a Workshop in February. It was
agreed that this would be held on Tuesday 1st February at 10am.
Cllr. Kavanagh asked if there had been any update in relation to the request by
the Ard O’Donnell Residents for a shed at the allotments.
Francis Conaghan advised that he will consult with the plot holders. He had
met with the Town Gardener and the Engineer. He now needs to finalise this
with the allotment holders. They normally renew their agreements at this time
of year and a cleanup is generally done. There is an unused area in the
allotments but the allotment users generally take their tools home. There are
concerns that items might be stolen. The views of the allotment holders are
required before this can proceed.
Cllr. Kelly thanked David McIlwaine and his team for the great work that has
been done in 2021 adding that he is looking forward to what can be done in
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2022. He noted that there had been some bad days with frost and snow and
he added his thanks for the roads which have been added to the gritting
programme. He wished Ciaran McEleney well in his new role adding his
support and congratulations to him on his new post.
MDL34/22

HOUSING & CORPORATE SERVICES
The contents of the Housing and Corporate Services report as circulated with
the Agenda were taken as read.
34.1 Proposal to dispose of plot of land at Kerrykeel
Eamonn Brown referred to documentation submitted for the proposed
disposal of a plot of land at Kerrykeel which had been submitted for the
Members approval.
On the proposal of Cllr. Liam Blaney, seconded by Cllr. Gerry McMonagle, the
disposal of the plot of land at Kerrykeel to Irish Water was passed.
34.2 Date for adjourned Workshop
Eamonn Brown advised that a date is required for the adjourned Workshop to
discuss issues that were not reached on the Agenda.
It was agreed to have the Workshop on the same morning as the Roads
Workshop, Tuesday 1st February, commencing at 11.30am. Workshop to be
held in person if possible.
Cllr. McMonagle asked if any housing allocations are in the pipeline. There are
23 units (3 beds/2 beds). What is the hold up with the 2 beds?
Eamonn Brown advised that there are 22 two bed apartment and there have
been refusals on some of these. They are currently awaiting Garda checks and
offers should be out next week. Offers should be issuing on other vacancies in
the coming days.
The following items were raised by Cllr. McBride: Some of the properties tested for MICA have to be demolished. Owners
were to get money back for cost of the test. This was to be done before
Christmas but didn’t happen.
 A family who got approval to demolish have a property close by to rent.
When will they get the money for cost of renting?
 He raised a motion before in relation to the provision of modular homes.
This was also raised by full Council by Cllr. Martin McDermott. He wants a
response in relation to this. Weekly communications should be sent to the
Members as they need to be kept up to date with what is happening.
 In relation to Serviced Sites it is noted that the Department don’t want to
consider buying these sites. He has been made aware of a person who
wants to build a new house who applied to Irish Water for a connection.
The cost of connection is €42,000. This was investigated and they were
told that is the price. They cannot afford that for a connection that is only
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180 yards away. A case needs to be made to the Department for the
provision of Services sites. These costs will put people off building houses.
Eamonn Brown responded as follows: In relation to the questions regarding MICA applications he will contact the
MICA staff and revert to Cllr. McBride
 In relation to serviced sites he noted the comments made. This can be
discussed at the Housing Workshop with Senior Staff who will be there. He
will add this to the Agenda.
MDL35/22

PLANNING SERVICE
The contents of the Planning report as circulated with the Agenda were taken
as read.
Liam Ward noted that Cllr. O’Donnell had requested that the meeting
tomorrow would be delayed until it could be held in person. Individual
meetings have been held.
Cllr. Kavanagh advised that the meeting should go ahead at 2pm tomorrow.
Cllr. McGarvey asked if on site meetings could be accommodated. Applicants
are going to Architects and are not sure if applications will be granted. It would
be helpful if they would know before they pay money and if problems could be
alleviated initially.
Elaine McEntee advised that meetings have taken place face to face on ZOOM.
When necessary meetings can be held on site with the Architect. Given the
current Covid numbers Planners don’t feel comfortable to have on site
meetings at present.
Cllr. Blaney noted the amount of invalid applications, currently 1 in 7. This
shouldn’t be that high. This should be discussed with Architects.
Elaine advised that she would speak to Eunan Quinn about communicating
with Architects in relation to this.
Liam Ward noted request for engagement with Architects and/or Agents. This
has been raised before. There had been two workshops held prior to Covid
and it is hoped to reengage with Architects/Agents as soon as possible.

MDL36/22

ENVIRONMENT
The contents of the Environment report as circulated with the Agenda were
taken as read.
36.1 Christmas Tree Recycling
Joe Ferry advised that Christmas tree recycling is available until the end of the
month.
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36.2 Climate Adaptation
Joe advised that there is an update on this in the report.
36.3 Flood Relief Schemes
Joe advised that there are updates in the report on Flood Relief Schemes in
Kerrykeel, Downings and Ramelton.
Cllr. McGarvey asked if it was appropriate that the site in Ramelton was
allowed to proceed. He referred to a motion by Cllr. Doherty and that Deputy
Thomas Pringle has said there is a need for consultation before sites are
agreed.
Joe Ferry advised that his visit was in relation to a complaint about noise which
was submitted by Cllr. McGarvey. He found that it was not a nuisance and that
noise was shielded by trees.
Cllr. McGarvey stated that he would not be satisfied until something is done.
MDL37/22

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, I.S. & EMERGENCY SERVICES
The contents of the Economic Development, Information Systems and
Emergency Services report as circulated with the Agenda were taken as read.
Daragh advised that there was no update from the Information Systems
Section as they are currently reviewing the structure of the report. It will be
included in report for the next meeting.
Cllr. Brogan acknowledged the work done by the Economic Development
Section. There has been huge investment. The importance of hybrid
working/innovation should be noted. He referred to the briefing that Members
received at the recent Capital Meeting.

QUESTIONS
MDL38/22

LIGHTS AT BARRACK CROSSROADS IN GLENSWILLY AND AT GLENSWILLY
CHAPEL
In answer to his question requesting an update on when the lights at Barrack
Crossroads in Glenswilly will be installed and also when the LED lights at
Glenswilly Chapel will be installed please, Cllr. Donal Kelly was advised:
“The Public Lights at Glenswilly Chapel have been on order with Contractor for
a number of months.
The Civil works for lights at Barrack will be completed by the middle of
February.”
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MDL39/22

CRASH BARRIERS FOR CHURCHILL
In answer to his question requesting an update on when the crash barriers will
be installed in Churchill along the outside of Churchill Quarries and also at Pack
Doherty’s corner please, Cllr. Donal Kelly was advised:
“The design and erection of this Crash Barrier has been included on a priority
list that was submitted to Roads Central. Currently there is no source of funding
for new Crash Barriers on non National Roads. We will continue to explore
options to source funding for the erection of these crash barriers.”

MDL40/22

13 PROPOSED PROJECTS
In answer to his question there are 13 proposed Projects in our M.D. Will our
Roads Section seek individual Tender for each Project on the open Market for
comparison with the projected estimate, Cllr. Ian McGarvey was advised:
“The Priority list for the 5 year Specific Improvement schemes was agreed by
the members at Municipal District Level at a Workshop on the 14th of July
2020. At a subsequent Plenary Workshop a County Wide Priority list was
agreed. In September 2020 applications were submitted for the schemes that
had been prioritised for year 1 to the Department of Transport. As of yet there
has been no notification of any funding for these schemes from the Department
of Transport. The Cathedral one way System One way System which is number
1 on the Priority list has received Active Travel Funding from the NTA and is
being progressed to Tender Stage by Road Design. The Meeniroy Bridge
Realignment Project was priority number 2 on the Priority List and Road Design
are commencing Design on this project in preparation for the possibility of
funding being received.
If funding received for these projects the most effective method of delivering
the project will be assessed and the project will be advanced on that basis.”

MDL41/22

PLANNING DECISION FOR MAST AT DRUMMONAGHAN
In answer to his question if Planning is satisfied with their Planning Decision No
19/51352 to allow a Telecommunications Mast of 100 Ft. High in Drumonaghan
Wood, Ramelton of 400 yrs. plus with Customary Rights against all our own
Development Plan 2018 - 2024 that states we have a duty of care & Protection
among other obligations that were ignored? I want to know what opportunity
is available to me to have my democratic Right addressed as a representative
of the people who elected me to speak on their behalf i.e. as alluded to in my
Motions & Questions. I will continue to challenge the system that is failing the
Public we are elected to represent with consideration & consultation process,
Cllr. Ian McGarvey was advised:
“As referred to in previous motions relating to this development, the planning
decision of Donegal County Council in this case was reaffirmed on appeal by An
Bord Pleanála and was granted permission subject to conditions. Both the
consideration of the planning application and the subsequent appeal afforded
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significant opportunities for public comment and participation that were
appropriately availed of by members of the public. All submissions were fully
considered and accounted for in both the Planning Authority decision and the
Decision of An Bord Pleanála in accordance with the provisions of the Planning
& Development Act 2000 (as amended). Consequently, the Planning Service
does not accept the assertion that the process failed, that there was inadequate
consultation or opportunity to make submissions, nor that the decision
contravened the County Development Plan 2018-2024 (as varied).”
MDL42/22

ROAD LINING AND YELLOW BOXES IN LETTERKENNY
In answer to his question when will the Road Lining and Yellow boxes be
replaced and finished across Letterkenny, Cllr. Gerry McMonagle was advised:
“We are currently in the process of making arrangements with the Road
Markings Contractor to have these works carried out. We will arrange to have
these works carried out as soon as possible but the works are weather
dependant and due to traffic have to be carried out at night.”

MDL43/22

RESURFACING OF BEECHWOOD ROAD, LETTERKENNY
In answer to his question can we include Beechwood Road in Letterkenny for
resurfacing in our next Roads Programme as it is deteriorating quite badly, Cllr.
Gerry McMonagle was advised:
“The Roads Restoration Improvement programme for 2022 was agreed at the
October MD meeting. The recommendations for roads to be prioritised for the
2023 programme will be presented to the Members before the end of the year
and this road can be considered for inclusion at that stage. In the short term if
there are any maintenance works required on this road.”

MDL44/22

APPLICATIONS FOR MICA REDRESS SCHEME
In answer to his question as to how many applications to the Mica Redress
Scheme have been made from affected homeowners in Letterkenny what are
the Engineers recommendations for remedial works needed and at what
stages the applications are at, Cllr. Gerry McMonagle are was advised:
“Letterkenny-Milford MD
Stage 1 Received
173
Under assessment or Waiting on Applicant 88
Decision Made - Approved
84
Decision Made - Refused
0
Applications Withdrawn
1
Breakdown of Approvals by Proposed Remedial Option
Option 1
34
Option 2
8
Option 3
0
30

Option 4
Option 5
Blended

10
0
32

Stage 2 Received
12
Under assessment or Waiting on Applicant 6
Decision Made - Approved 6
Decision Made - Refused
0
Breakdown of Approvals by Proposed Remedial Option
Option 1
1
Option 2
0
Option 3
0
Option 4
0
Option 5
0
Blended
5
Works in progress – 3 no. applicants have indicated that work is started.
As regards Stage 1, there are 47 no applications where clarification from the
Dept is awaited before these can be further progressed and 26 no. where we
are awaiting further information from the applicant.”

MDL45/22

TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION FOR FAMILIES AFFECTED BY MICA
In answer to his question what progress has been made on foot of my recent
motion asking Donegal County Council to explore the possibilities of temporary
31

accommodation for families who will need to vacate their homes due to
repairs from MICA, Cllr. Michael McBride was advised:
“Some initial research was carried out at that time to explore options for
temporary accommodation such as modular homes, suitable sites and so forth
but it has been difficult to progress further without a dedicated staffing
resource. It will be the task of staff to be assigned to the Special Project
Delivery Team to progress the matter further. The Council made an
application/submission to the Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage in October 2022 for dedicated staffing resources. We have had follow
up contact with the Department in relation to same, the latest of which was
last week, and we anticipate a decision on same at an early date.”
MDL46/22

FLASHING SPEED SIGNS FOR CHURCHILL
In answer to his question has any progress been made on flashing speed signs
for the village of Churchill, Cllr. Michael McBride was advised:
“There is currently no funding available for the erection of Flashing Speed signs
at this location. An assessment can be carried out if there is an issue at this
location and possible solutions investigated.”

MDL47/22

ACTIVE TRAVEL FOOTPATH PROGRAMME
In answer to his question requesting an updated report on the 2022 active
travel footpath programme in our Municipal District and the final timeframe
for same, Cllr. Ciaran Brogan was advised:
“Please see attached Table giving an update of the current status of the Active
Travel projects in the Letterkenny Milford M.D. (table attached at end of
Replies).”

MDL48/22

UPDATE ON HOUSING GRANTS
In answer to his question requesting an updated report on housing grants?
1. Housing Adaptation Grant (people with disabilities)
2. Mobility Aid Grant
3. Housing Aid for Older People
Can we get the numbers and the timeframe for the completion of each grant
approval from the approval of the application to the completion of the project,
Cllr. Ciaran Brogan was advised:

Grant 2021

Housing
Adaptation Grant
People with a

No.
Received

77

No.
Approved

35

No. refused/
cancelled

4

No. at Further
Information /
Pending
38

32

Disability
Mobility Aids Grant
Housing Aid for
Older People

22
65

16
48

1
2

5
15

“In reviewing the applications received in 2021 the time from receipt of
application to works completed and grant paid varies from 2 months to 11
months across the three grants available.
The timeframe can depend on a number of factors, i.e. applicant and their
contractor, availability of tradespersons, delay in submitting further
information that may be requested, Council carrying out the assessment of the
works required on-site. When the Council issues approval of the grant, the
applicant is given six months to commence the works and inform the Council of
same. In the current environment the Council has given time extensions to
applicants when requested.
In summary 164 Grants have been received in total in 2021 and the breakdown
is as follows:
61 grants were approved of which 38 have been paid,
14 applications have been requested to submit further,
3 applicants have withdrawn/cancelled their application,
2 applications have been refused and
45 applications are currently pending.”
MDL49/22

PARKLETS FOR LETTERKENNY AND OUTDOOR STREET FURNITURE FOR AN
GRIANAN THEATRE
In answer to his question requesting an updated report on the parklets for
Letterkenny, €40,000 and Outdoor street furniture for An Grianan Theatre
(€137,000), Cllr. Ciaran Brogan was advised:
“The first tender process for the delivery of the Parklets for Letterkenny did not
yield any response. We are now progressing with the particulars of each site
location in discussion with three suppliers/manufacturers with particular regard
to design, timeline and costs with a view to progressing to tender in the coming
weeks.
Outdoor Dining at ‘The Eat Out’ Letterkenny: An Grianan Theatre
Formal correspondence from Fáilte Ireland was received by the Council on
Monday 20th December 2022, confirming funding to the value of €137,000 to
provide outdoor dining facilities at ‘The Eat Out’ in Letterkenny. The Capital
Delivery team will now proceed to detailed design and procurement with a view
to delivery in the second quarter of 2022.”

MDL50/22

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next MDL Meeting would be held on 8th February, 2022
in a venue to be confirmed.
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This concluded the business of the meeting.

_____________________
Mayor

______________________
Meetings Administrator
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Table referred to in Response to Question No. 44
Active Travel Update 11th of January 2022
The following is an update on the Current Status of the Active Travel Projects
Project

Letterkenny Cathedral One Way
Letterkenny Rockhill Rd. Footpath
Main St Manorcunningham Footpath
Main St Kilmacrennan Footpath

R247 Rathmullan LC Junction
L-1174 Glencar Road - Additional
Speed Tables
R-940 Gortlee Junction and LYIT back
entrance, Letterkenny
High Road Footpath
R249-1 Milford Road, Kilmacrennan New Footpath
R247-7 Weslayan Street & Main Street,
Rathmullan - Crossing
L-1232-4 Milford Community School
and Milford National School, Milford Footpath
R246-7 Public Car park, Portsalon Footpath
R247-18 Main Street, Rosnakill
Footpath
R-246-7 Portsalon Beach - New
Footpath
R246-4 Kerrykeel Pier - New Footpath
R246 Kilmacrennan Road Milford
Footpath
L1252 Coopers Road Footpath in
Milford
L1242 Milford Gap to Greyrocks
Footpath

Current Status
The Tenders have been returned. The Letters of intent
have been distributed to the Contractor that has submitted
the most economically advantageous tender. The NTA
have approved the Funding.
Delayed due to awaiting ESB works. Proposed to be
finished end of Feb
Project complete apart from Surfacing. The remaining
surfacing will be complete by the end of February 2022.
Completed
Works in progress 97% completed, due to be completed by
the end of January, Eircom pole to be moved to back wall,
in progress
To be completed by the end of January
Complete, Area to arrange removal of old control Kiosk by
end of January 22
Works 90% complete with remaining to be completed by
the end of January
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Works in progress due to be 75% complete, remainder will
be completed by end of February 2022. L= 170m
Recruitment of Consultants to carryout Design in Progress
Recruitment of Consultants to carryout Design in Progress
Recruitment of Consultants to carryout Design in Progress
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