MINUTES OF MEETING OF MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF LETTERKENNY-MILFORD MEETING, HELD
IN AURA LEISURE CENTRE LETTERKENNY, ON 13 OCTOBER, 2020 AT 2:00 P.M.
MDL251/20

MEMBERS PRESENT
Cllr. Liam Blaney
Cllr. Kevin Bradley
Cllr. Ciaran Brogan
Cllr. Donal Coyle
Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh
Cllr. Michael Mc Bride
Cllr. Ian McGarvey
Cllr. Gerry McMonagle
Cllr. John O’Donnell
Cllr. Donal Kelly

MDL252/20

OFFICIALS PRESENT
Liam Ward, Director of Service
Patricia McIntyre, Area Manager, Housing & Corporate Services
Bernadine McGee, Staff Officer, Housing & Corporate Services
David McIlwaine, S.E.E. / Area Manager, Roads & Transportation
Elaine McEntee, Executive Planner
Francis Conaghan, Development Officer
Joe Ferry, A/Senior Executive Scientist
Ciaran Martin, Administrative Officer, Economic Development
The meeting was chaired by Cllr. Donal Coyle

MDL253/20

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting.

MDL254/20

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Kevin Bradley,
the Minutes of meeting of 15 September 2020 were adopted.

MDL255/20

TAKEOVER OF ESTATES
On the proposal of Cllr. Kevin Bradley and seconded by Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh,
the following motion was adopted:
"That this Council take over the private estates at Willow Park and
Foxhills, Letterkenny that are deteriorating."
Members were advised that:

“The Taking in Charge team within Community Development & Planning
Services is currently actively working on the takeover of both of these estates
and hope to complete their takeover in the coming months.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Bradley welcomed the reply. He noted that
while Engineering staff had attended the estate recently, the estate was still
experiencing water shortages and he asked for this to be followed up.
MDL256/20

RAMP ON GLENCAR ROAD
On the proposal of Cllr. Kevin Bradley and seconded by Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh,
the following motion was adopted:
"That the Council provide a ramp urgently on the Glencar Road, Letterkenny."
Members were advised that:
“A request has been issued to Road Design to carry out a Speed Survey and
Complete a Design Report. In addition to this section of Road is being for
inclusion in the Draft 2021 Draft Restoration Improvement Programme. Any
proposed speed restriction measures would need to be considered in
conjunction with these works.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Bradley stated that this road is being used by
cars, tractors, horses and traps etc. and that some vehicles are passing on the
corner at high speed. He acknowledged that some work is being done on this
road.

MDL257/20

PUBLIC LIGHTING AT WINDYHALL
On the proposal of Cllr. Kevin Bradley and seconded by Cllr. Gerry McMonagle,
the following motion was adopted:
"That this Council provide public lighting at Windyhall, Letterkenny."
Members were advised that:
“The only budget currently available for the erection of Public Lights is the
Footpath and Public Lighting Programme. Erection of Public Lights along this
road would be a large scale project and would require a large proportion of
the funds available. Prioritising of Footpath and Public Lighting will be
considered at the forthcoming workshop we would recommend that this
infrastructure would be included in the larger capital scheme referred to as
the Northern Relief Road.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Bradley stated that he was not happy with the
response that there is no funding available for public lighting in this area. It is
important to have this issue resolved for the residents of the area.

MDL258/20

REPAIRS TO MOSS ROAD LEADING TO SOCKAR

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, the
following motion was adopted:
“That this Council carry out repairs on the Moss Road leading to Sockar and
include it into next year’s programme for resurfacing please."
Members were advised that:
“This road will be included on the next Draft Restoration Programme for
consideration by the members. Pothole repairs will be carried out on it in due
course.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Kelly noted that this is a busy road used by the
public to get to Letterkenny. The road has sunk in places and work is required
to be carried out as soon as possible.
MDL259/20

MANORCUNNINGHAM PEDESTRIAN CROSSING AND SIGNAGE
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, the
following motion was adopted:
"That the County Council carry out the works agreed in Manorcunningham in
terms of the pedestrian crossing and signage please."
Members were advised that:
“The crossing proposal in Manor Village has been regularly raised at
Letterkenny Municipal District meetings since the area was taken in charge
on 1st January 2020. We have secured funding for this work recently under
the Active Travel Programme and the proposal is currently being designed
and tenders being sought with the view that the works would be completed
by the end of the current year.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Kelly said that he was delighted that funds have
been secured for this work which his late Brother and his Father had both
sought. He noted that a lot of people are crossing this road and it is important
that this work is done.
Cllr. Donal Coyle congratulated Cllr. Kelly on his first two motions.

MDL260/20

EXTENSION OF FOUL SEWER TO BONAGEE/DROMORE
On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. Donal Coyle,
the following motion was adopted:
"That this Municipal District calls on Irish Water to include in its 2020 - 2024
Capital Plans the Extension of the Foul Sewer out to Bonagee/Dromore area."
Members were advised that:

“In the event that this motion is adopted by Letterkenny Municipal District
Committee, Donegal County Council will forward this submission to Irish
Water (IW), and request that IW respond directly to Councillor McMonagle
with their response and copy it to the other Elected Members of Letterkenny
Municipal District. Any response received by the Council will be passed on to
Councillor McMonagle.
There are a number of avenues available to the Elected Members to raise
queries/ questions with Irish Water which include use of the dedicated Local
Representative telephone number 1890 178 178 or the dedicated Local
Representative Support Service email. localrepsupport@water.ie.
On proposing the motion Cllr. McMonagle noted that this is not a new motion
as it had been raised before at Town Council Meetings and now at Municipal
District Meetings. He noted that there had been a meeting with Irish Water in
October and he was disappointed that this had not been included in the Plan
for 2020-2024. He said that work is due to commence on the four lane project
next year and this is an opportune time to put in the new sewer to Dromore.
He said he was disappointed at the lack of foresight for future development in
the area. He asked that the Council write to Irish Water again. He had asked
for plans for the Town to be sent to him but had not yet received them. He
said he was disappointed that there was no future plan for the Leck Road. It
would save money now when the four lanes are being remodelled. He asked
that this be reconsidered.
MDL261/20

DR MCGINLEY ROAD ESTATE – ROAD RESURFACING AND FOOTPATH
On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. Kevin Bradley,
the following motion was adopted:
"That we carry out a Road Resurfacing and Footpath Job in Dr Mc Ginley
Road Estate as the road is in a terrible condition."
Members were advised that:
“This will be considered for prioritising as part of the 2021 Restoration
Improvement programme.
On proposing the motion Cllr. McMonagle noted that this matter has been
raised on a number of occasions. This is one of the oldest estates in Glencar
and there are serious problems with the roads in the estate with potholes
having to be filled regularly. If the road was resurfaced and footpaths were
repaired this work could last 10 to 15 years. The tenants living there are there
a long time and deserve better.

MDL262/20

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT AT MILLTOWN COURT, KILMACRENNAN
On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. John
O’Donnell, the following motion was adopted:

"That this Municipal District calls on Donegal County Council and Irish Water
to take whatever steps are necessary to address the ongoing Sewage Problem
with the Sewage Treatment Plant at Milltown Court in Kilmacrennan."
Members were advised that:
“The Taking in Charge team have submitted an application to Irish Water, in
line with the Memorandum of Understanding protocols, in respect of the
taking in charge of the Milltown Court estate in Kilmacrennan.
Irish water have issued a response confirming that a Site Resolution Plan will
be drafted but it cannot be signed or agreed until a number of wayleaves are
in place.
Unfortunately, no progress has been made on drafting the Site Resolution
plan as Irish water staff are prohibited from carrying out site visits at this
time.
Separately, the Council's Environment team, along with Water Services staff
and the Taking in Charge team, is looking at possible interim solutions and
are engaging with the land owner (as identified on Land Registry), around
financing of this solution.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. McMonagle noted that this had been talked
about for years at local LEAs and now at Municipal District level. It is a regular
occurrence that the septic tank is backing up and overflowing and the Council
then have to empty the tank. He noted that there would appear that there are
legal issues blocking the taking in charge of the estate but that a resolution to
this is required urgently.
MDL263/20

CROSSROADS AT OLD TECH IN MILFORD
On the proposal of Cllr. Liam Blaney and seconded by Cllr. Ian McGarvey, the
following motion was adopted:
"That this Municipal District does a survey of the crossroads at the old Tech in
Milford to determine the cause of so many vehicle accidents at same."
Members were advised that:
“Following an assessment of the history of accidents at this location, this
junction has been prioritised to be included in an application for Low Cost
Accident funding. As part of this process a survey and a design of necessary
improvement works will be carried out.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Blaney noted that cars from Church Road and
Kerrykeel side are using this crossroads and there have been a lot of accidents
there. The most recent accident was on 1st October. He said he was delighted
with the reply that something is to be done.

MDL264/20

CROSSROADS AT TOP OF QUAY BRAE, MILFORD
On the proposal of Cllr. Liam Blaney and seconded by Cllr. Ian McGarvey, the
following motion was adopted:
"That the vision lines are improved at the crossroads at the top of the Quay
Brae in Milford."
Members were advised that:
“In the short term arrangements have been made for the roadside bund to be
lowered to improve vision lines for traffic exiting the Tirhomin Road. In
addition an application has been forwarded to Road Design for proposed
improvements at this junction to be considered for an application for Low cost
accident funding.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Blaney stated that this is another junction on
Kerrykeel / Milford side where there are a lot of accidents. He noted that
works had been done to improve the vision lines since he submitted his motion
and he thanked David McIlwaine for that. He noted that the junction also
needs turning lanes. He also noted the proposal for improvements at this
junction and said this should be made a priority.

MDL265/20

TOWN OF RAMELTON
On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the
following motion was adopted:
"That the Council address the traffic issues in the town of Ramelton which
were raised previously and because there is an urgent need for it to be
addressed and for pedestrian crossings to be installed."
Members were advised that:
“Funding was allocated as part of the Active travel allocations for a
pedestrian crossing in Ramelton. An assessment is being carried out by Road
Design to identify if there is a suitable and safe location for a pedestrian
crossing.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. McGarvey noted that the volume of traffic
through the town has increased and this is a dangerous junction with speeding
on the Letterkenny Road. He said that a survey needs to be done in Ramelton.

MDL266/20

TEN T PROJECT
On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Donal Coyle, the
following motion was adopted:

"That this Council recognise and consult fully with residents affected by the
TEN T project particularly in the Dromore and Drumany areas."
Members were advised that:
“We can assure the Member that Donegal County Council has and will
continue to consult with all effected land and property owners on the Ten-T
project.
For those not directly impacted by the proposed works/CPO, updates and
details will be provided on the Ten-T website. We will also deal with any
relevant call/query from the public throughout this process.
On proposing the motion Cllr. McGarvey noted that there are a cluster of
houses in the area and they are not being represented properly. He asked if
there were any alternatives to the problems.
MDL267/20

DRUMONAGHAN WOOD
On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the
following motion was adopted:

"That our Planning Section ask Cignal to withdraw their Planning for the
proposed Mast for Drumonaghan Wood, Ramelton alternatively will Planning
Revoke this Planning under Section 44/2."
Members were advised that:
“The planning application submitted for this location (ref. no. 19/51352) was
fully assessed and considered in the context of local and national policies and
the decision to grant permission was upheld on appeal by An Bord Pleanála.
The permission in this case is consistent with the provisions of the County
Development the Council are prevented by the provisions of S.44(2) of the
Planning & Development Acts from revoking or modifying a permission where
the permission conforms with the provisions of the development plan. In
that context it would not be appropriate to seek the 'withdrawal' of the
development proposal nor recommend the revocation of the decision.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. McGarvey said that this planning permission
does not meet National and Local guidelines in that no masts or antennae are
to be put on new sites but clusters may be put on existing sites. This wood is
400 years old and it will be destroyed. He said he wrote to Cignal who were
very sympathetic. He said that this was violating the Development Plan and
that the Council have an obligation to consider the residents.
MDL268/20

FR ARNOLD TERRACE, MANORCUNNINGHAM
On the proposal of Cllr. Ciaran Brogan and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly, the
following motion was adopted:

"That this Council include the footpaths at Fr Arnold Tce., Manorcunningham
in the footpath programme.
Members were advised that:
“The footpaths at Fr. Arnold Tce, Manorcunningham will be included in the
Footpath Programme for the Member's consideration.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Brogan said this is a Council estate with elderly
people living there. The Footpaths require to be repaired and a small amount
of money could make a big difference.
MDL269/20

LANDS AT CRIEVESMITH
On the proposal of Cllr. Ciaran Brogan and seconded by Cllr. Gerry McMonagle,
the following motion was adopted:
"That this Municipal District receives an updated report on the Council lands
at Crievesmith.
Members were advised that:
“The lands previously owned by the Council at Crievesmith/Oldtown were
disposed of under Section 183 to Respond in 2004 to facilitate a voluntary
housing Scheme. The development did not commence as planned and the
Council have been in ongoing discussions with Respond over the last period in
relation to these lands. An updated report on the lands will be circulated to
the Members as requested in the near future.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Brogan said he was frustrated and annoyed with
the response. Under Active Travel, €80,000 had been provided for the
footpath from Oldtown to Crievesmith. This has been talked about for 20 years
and it is a disgrace that this work is not now going ahead and that the money
has been transferred to the Leck Road. This footpath was included in the
programme 6 weeks ago and now because of problem with land acquisition the
money has been transferred. He requested that an urgent workshop be held
for clarification. This matter needs to be resolved and he hoped that a
workshop would be held within the week.
Cllr. Ian McGarvey stated he supported this proposal.
David McIlwaine said he would include this discussion in the Footpath & Public
Lighting Workshop.
Cllr. Brogan asked that the money not be transferred until Members had
received an up to date report.
Cllr. McMonagle in seconding the motion stated that the Leck Road was
important but that a separate application should have been made for funding
for it.

Liam Ward noted that David would facilitate this discussion at the Workshop
and noted that Roads are under pressure to have money spent by November
and work must go ahead. The matter can be explored at the Workshop.
Cllr. Brogan stated that Housing was part of this and that a Housing Workshop
would be needed to discuss the reason this land has been sitting for 16 years.
Patricia McIntyre asked for a date for both the Roads and Housing Workshops
and advised that a report would be submitted to the Members in relation to
the land.
MDL270/20

TRAFFIC MANAGMENT SYSTEM FOR LETTERKENNY
On the proposal of Cllr. Ciaran Brogan and seconded by Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh,
the following motion was adopted:
"That this Municipal District receives an updated report on the new proposed
traffic management system for Letterkenny, i.e., Polestar, Ballyraine,
Mountain Top."
Members were advised that:
“Please find the attached report from Road Design.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Brogan noted the report provided and noted that
the first €500,000 had been allocated. He said he was happy with the response
and this is the short term solution whereas Bonagee bypass requires a longer
term solution.

MDL271/20

GREENWAY ALONG THE SWILLY
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Coyle and seconded by Cllr. Ian McGarvey, the
following motion was adopted:
“That this Council seek funding to construct a Greenway on the East side of
the Swilly from Letterkenny to connect to the proposed
Buncrana/Newtowncunningham Greenway and that funding would also be
sought for a Greenway on the west side of the Swilly from Letterkenny to
Ramelton.”
Members were advised that:
“The Community Development Dept. of the Council, working closely with
other relevant Council Directorates, will soon be commencing the
development of an Outdoor Recreation Strategy for the entire county. The
remit of the Outdoor Recreation Strategy will allow for the identification of a
network of paths, trials and greenways across the County reinforcing
connectivity and accessibility complementing and enhancing our landscape
setting. The Strategy which will be presented to the members for

consideration and input, prior to adoption, will also focus on how the
development of paths, trials and greenways will complement and add to our
existing recreational infrastructure.”
On proposing the motion Cllr. Coyle said that beauty of the outdoors is one of
our greatest assets. Greenways have been a success story for tourism. The
Great Western Greenway from Westport to Achil in Co. Mayo has attracted
thousands in the past 10 years. There are many others with Buncrana to Derry
greenway being worked on at present. There is very little here in this area
other than the Burtonport to Letterkenny one. Greenways are good for health
and wellbeing, provide a safe and secure environment and are great for local
businesses. He is proposing a greenway on the east side of the Swilly to link to
Newtowncunningham and Buncrana. A link from Newmills to the Port Bridge
via the Town to Ramelton, Rathmullan, Carrigart, Creeslough and onto
Burtonport. Also a link to Kindrum and along the Atlantic Way. It is an
ambitious plan but could be undertaken in phases as funding is secured. He
requested a workshop to pursue the Plan.
On seconding the motion Cllr. McGarvey said that a survey is needed in order
to seek future funding.

Cllr. McGarvey asked if the Cul na RI development is compliant.
Liam Ward said he would arrange an up to date report for the Members.
Cllr. McGarvey asked for an update from Irish Water as to whether the water is
safe to drink and hoped for an early meeting with Irish Water.

MDL272/20

MAYORS BUSINESS
Cllr. Donal Coyle advised that he had nothing to report.

MDL273/20

CORRESPONDENCE
273.1 Roads & Housing Workshops
Patricia McIntyre asked that a date be agreed for the workshops on Footpaths
& Public Light and on Housing. On the proposal of Cllr. Ciaran Brogan and
seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney the Members agreed to hold the workshops on
Monday 19th October commencing at 11am. It was noted that workshops
would be limited to 1 hour and 55 minutes in total. Cllr. Blaney asked that
reports be sent to the Members in advance. Liam Ward advised that he would
not be able to attend on Monday as he had another Meeting.
273.2 Letterkenny Cricket Club
Patricia McIntyre advised that a request had been received through Cllr. Gerry
McMonagle from the Letterkenny Cricket Club to make a presentation to the
Members of their achievements and challenges over the past 5 years.

Cllr. McMonagle said he had met with the Members and that they are looking
for a 4 acre site. They are seeking the Council’s help and this would be a
platform for them to the wider public. On seconding this proposal Cllr. Michael
McBride said that the LYIT had been pursuing a sports development at
Carnamuggagh which would include an area for cricket. They had €12 million
set aside for this. It would be worth contacting the LYIT to get this back on
track.
Cllr. McMonagle proposed that the presentation take place in the 15 minutes
before the commencement of the Municipal District Meeting on 10 th
November.
Cllr. Liam Blaney expressed concern that time would be taken from the
Municipal District Meeting which now has a time limit.
Cllr. Ciaran Brogan requested that the presentation be made available to
Members prior to this to save time.
Cllr. Michael McBride asked if there were any other outstanding deputation
requests.
Patricia McIntyre advised that there were 3 other requests from Portsalon,
Mulroy and the Chamber of Commerce.
It was agreed that a separate day should be set aside for all 4 deputations.
Members agreed that this Meeting would commence on Tuesday 3 rd
November at 11am. Patricia McIntyre is to advise the Groups of the time
constraints.
273.3 Heritage Group
Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh advised that the Heritage Group were seeking consent to
put a mural on the wall opposite Scoil Mhuire at the car park. This would be
funded with monies received from the DFI as it could not be spent as originally
intended.
Cllr. Ciaran Brogan seconded this proposal.
MDL274/20

ROADS & TRANSPORTATION
The Members considered the contents of the Roads report as circulated with
the Agenda.
274.1 Winter Maintenance
Cllr. Liam Blaney noted that the Winter Maintenance programme is to remain
the same as last year. He said there was to be a workshop and this had never
happened. He asked for the road at Shanky to be prioritised and additional
roads to be included in the programme if possible.
Cllr. Ciaran Brogan said he wished to support what Cllr. Blaney had said. The
new Councillors have not been given an opportunity to input in the selection of

routes. He asked that it is conveyed to Senior Management that an urgent
discussion is needed on this and that Members should not have to wait until
April 2021.
Cllr. Ian McGarvey agreed that there are roads in Ramelton that need to be
included on the Winter Gritting Programme.
Cllr. Donal Coyle agreed with what had been said and noted that part of the
Lismonaghan to Listillion road is not gritted and is used by six school buses.
David McIlwaine advised that the Winter Gritting Programme is decided at
Plenary Council but that we will convey the views of the Members to the Senior
Management Team.
Cllr. Blaney stated that there should be meeting at Municipal District level and
that decision should be taken locally on what roads should be covered and
then this could be brought to Plenary Council.
Cllr. Brogan stated that priorities were previously decided at Municipal District
level and then brought to Plenary Council.
MDL275/20

HOUSING & CORPORATE SERVICES
The Members considered the contents of the Housing report as circulated with
the Agenda.
275.1 Mica Redress Scheme
Cllr. Liam Blaney noted that that €20 million had been allocated to Donegal and
that it was July before the Council got the go ahead on the Scheme. He is
concerned that no money will be drawn down this year.
Cllr. Michael McBride referred to issues in The Pines in Churchill. This had
previously been raised by Cllr. Mick Quinn and nothing has happened. The
conditions in the estate are a disgrace with the septic tank overflowing where
children are waiting on school bus. It is running into the drain and on to the
River Lennon. He asked for a report on what has happened and what plans
there are for this estate.
Cllr. Gerry McMonagle stated that the workshop on Mica had not solved any
problems. While 90% of work is funded, homeowners are having problems
getting the other 10% from the Banks. In relation to Housing Stock he noted
that tenants are having problems replacing household items that have been
destroyed. He asked if there is any money being provided for Council houses.
Cllr. Ian McGarvey noted that some houses have had to be tumbled. He said
that the representatives in Government are not delivering. A list of funding
required should be compiled.
Patricia McIntyre advised that the Council are engaging with the Department in
relation to funding to identify and carry out remedial works to Council stock.

Liam Ward advised that he could understand the Members frustration in
relation to The Pines. He said he would arrange for a report for the Members
but noted that the estate has not been taken over by the Council.
MDL276/20

PLANNING SERVICES
The Members considered the contents of the Planning report as circulated
with the Agenda.
276.1 Cul na Rí
Cllr. Ian McGarvey requested that a report be sent to all Members on the Cul
na Rí development.
Liam Ward advised that this would be arranged.
276.2 Motion on Drumonaghan Wood
Cllr. Ian McGarvey asked for an update in relation to his motion on
Drumonaghan Wood.
Liam Ward advised that the motion had been dealt with and response given.
Cllr. McGarvey expressed his dissatisfaction with the response and stated that
he wants the planning permission revoked or withdrawn.
276.3 Additions to the Record of Protected Structures
Elaine McEntee advised that the Members consent is required to allow the
proposed additions to the Record of Protected Structures to be published for
the purposes of consultation.
On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney this
was agreed.
276.4 Derelict Sites
Cllr. Ian McGarvey requested an update in relation to Derelict Sites in the
Ramelton area.
Elaine McEntee advised that she would request an update from her colleagues.
276.5 Draft Local Transport Plan
Elaine McEntee updated the Members in relation to the draft Local Transport
Plan. The Central Planning Unit have engaged extensively with the National
Transport Authority who are providing assistance and specialist advice during
the preparation of the Plan. The CPU shall endeavour to keep the Members
informed prior to arranging a full briefing to the Municipal District following on
from the Draft route service plan presentation on 19th November 2020.

MDL277/20

ENVIRONMENT

The Members considered the contents of the Environment report as circulated
with the Agenda.
MDL278/20

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, I.S. & EMERGENCY SERVICES
The Members considered the contents of the report circulated with the
Agenda.

MDL279/20

COMMUNITY, ENTERPRISE & CULTURAL SERVICES
The Members considered the contents of the report circulated with the
Agenda.
Cllr. Blaney acknowledged the workload of these services.
Cllr. Gerry McMonagle noted that a lot of work is carried out by these services
resulting in the drawdown of money for the communities through CLAR,
LEADER, etc.
Cllr. McMonagle referred to the Old Town football pitch and asked if money
could be acquired to develop it as a community recreational area.
Francis Conaghan stated that he appreciated the comments. He advised that
this week is Social Inclusion Week and it had officially been launched at the
start of the week by the Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Rena Donaghey and the Chief
Executive, Mr. John McLaughlin.
Mr. Conaghan advised that 2 further allocations have been made under Covid
19, €40,000 for Downings and €40,000 for Letterkenny Town.
Cllr. Liam Blaney welcomed the funding for Downings and noted that €25,000
had been received for Carrigart and Glen. He acknowledged the work done by
local groups in applying for the funding.

Questions
MDL280/20

ROADWORKS AT CHURCHILL
In answer to his question requesting an update on the erecting of the lights at
Barrack junction in Glenswilly also the lights, signage and road markings at
Glenswilly Church, Cllr. Donal Kelly was advised:
“The lights at Barrack and at Glenswilly Chapel will be completed by the end of
2020.There is no funding available yet for the signage or road markings at
Glenswilly Chapel area, but if funding becomes available the works will be
done.”

MDL281/20

CRASH BARRIER AT R245 RAMELTON ROAD

In answer to his question requesting an update on the time scale to replacing
the crash barrier on the R245 Ramelton Road just out past the Silver Tassie
Hotel, Cllr. Donal Kelly was advised:
“The tender prices have come in for this work but as it stands there is no money
available yet to carry out the works. As soon as a budget becomes available we
will proceed with the replacement of the barrier. The only funding currently
available for such a project is the Road Maintenance Budget and there is
currently insufficient funds available for this type of project. A request has been
sent to Roads Central to establish a specific fund for Safety Barriers on Non
National Roads.”
MDL282/20 LIGHTS/SIGNAGE AT GLENSWILLY GAA PITCH
In answer to his question requesting an update on the signage/lights and road
markings at Glenswilly GAA pitch please, Cllr. Donal Kelly was advised:
“There is a design completed for the lining and signage works at the Glenswilly
GAA pitch and these have been ordered. We would hope to have this work
completed by the end of 2020. There will be no lights erected as part of these
works.”
MDL283/20 GLENCAR ROAD
In answer to his question requesting an update on the variety of issues raised
by the Glencar Road residents in their recent letter to the Council, Cllr. Jimmy
Kavanagh was advised:
“We have just recently received this letter and are considering the issues raised.
A number of issues raised will be dealt with through the normal maintenance
programme. Other issues raised involve consultation with An Gardaí Siochana
and a number issues are dependent on a Speed Assessment Report that is to be
carried out by Road Design. We will provide a detailed response when we have
time to consider the issues individually.”
MDL284/20 GARTAN AVENUE
In answer to his question could the gullies in Gartan Avenue be cleared, Cllr.
Jimmy Kavanagh was advised:
“The clearing of these gullies has been included in the general maintenance
programme.”
MDL285/20 ASHLAWN ROAD MARKINGS
In answer to his question could the lines and markings on ramps in Lower
Ashlawn be refreshed, as they are now badly faded, Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh was
advised:
“Letterkenny Roads will assess and refresh lines where required at Ashlawn.”

MDL286/20 TRAFFIC CALMING ON GLENCAR ROAD
In answer to his question when will the Traffic Calming Measures be put in
place on the Glencar Road between the Gaelscoil and Blacks Bridge as per my
motion, Cllr Gerry McMonagle was advised:
“A request has been issued to Road Design to carry out a Speed Survey and
Complete a Design Report. In addition to this section of Road is being for
inclusion in the Draft 2021 Draft Restoration Improvement Programme. Any
proposed speed restriction measures would need to be considered in
conjunction with these works.”
MDL287/20 FOOTPATH FROM OLDTOWN TO CRIEVESMITH PARK
In answer to his question when will work begin on the New Footpath from the
Oldtown out to Crievesmith Park, Cllr. Gerry McMonagle was advised:
“Unfortunately, the lands required for this footpath are in third party
ownership and DCC have been unsuccessful in securing same. The funding has
subsequently been transferred to the Leck Road for the construction of footpath
and public lighting from Leck Grave yard to the Creche and beyond. In the
meantime Donegal County Council will continue to investigate the possibility of
obtaining land to construct this footpath when future funding becomes
available.”
MDL288/20 WATER PUMPING STATION AT FOXHILLS
In answer to his question when will the Water Pumping Station at Foxhills be
put into commission, Cllr. McGarvey was advised:
“DCC have carried out works to get this private PS up and running. These works
which involved, RECI cert. ESB power application, electrical checks on control
panel and a new pressure vessel are now complete. The PS is ready to receive
water and this will inform us as to how it is performing when this happens. It
may require further pumps, controls etc. and this will be established after a
period of operation. The valving arrangement has to be adjusted on the
network to put the PS live and it is hoped that this will happen in the coming
days.”
MDL289/20 SHORE FRONT IN CARRIGART
In answer to his question when is it anticipated to have traffic calming in place
coming up from shore front in Carrigart, Cllr. Liam Blaney was advised:
“Works have been carried out to relocated the Street Light which will facilitate
the erection of the ramp. These works are programmed to be completed by the
end of 2020.”
MDL290/20 PUBLIC LIGHTS AT MASSMOUNT

In answer to his question when is it expected to have the public lights erected
at Massmount, Cllr. Liam Blaney was advised:
“The erections of these lights are programmed to be completed before the end
of 2020.”
MDL291/20 TRAFFIC VOLUME ON RAMELTON / LETTERKENNY ROAD
In answer to his question requesting an update on the volume of Traffic on the
Ramelton / Letterkenny Road on a daily basis Morning, Midday & Evening, Cllr.
Ian McGarvey was advised:
“Traffic Counts carried out in 2018 shows that the AADT ( Annual Average Daily
Traffic) on the R245/8 at Moorfield was 8692 and the AADT on the R245 at
Woodlands School was 9146. This data did not include a breakdown for the
periods of the day.”
MDL292/20 CUTTING OF SHRUBBERY AND HEDGING ON ROADSIDE FROM RAMELTON TO
KILMACRENNAN
In answer to his question will the Roads Section consider having the shrubbery
and hedging cut on the roadside from Ramelton to Kilmacrennan,Cllr. Ian
McGarvey was advised:
“The maintenance of Hedges and Shrubbery along the roads is the
responsibility of the landowner. Donegal County Council will contact the
landowner where a particular hazard has been identified. Donegal County
Council cut hedges to improve sightlines at junctions and in preparation for
future roadwork's projects.”
MDL293/20 ISSUES IN RAMELTON TOWN
In answer to his question will Roads Section deal with the many issues raised
over the years for traffic and pedestrians in Ramelton Town, Cllr. Ian McGarvey
was advised:
“The pedestrian issue has been addressed by upgrading a lot of damaged
footpath areas and putting in new footpaths under the 3 year footpath
programme and the CIS programme and more recently the active travel
programme. When this year's active travel programme is completed this would
leave the majority of the footpath locations in Ramelton in a reasonable
condition for pedestrians.”
MDL294/20 RE-INSTATMENT OF ROADS
In answer to his question when will the roads be re-instated properly after the
laying of the new sewers at Circular Road, College Road and Rockhill Road, Cllr.
Ciaran Brogan was advised;

“This is a matter for Irish Water who have advised that queries of this nature
concerning Irish Water Plans and Operations should be directed through the
Local Rep Support system provided by Irish Water.
There are a number of avenues available to the Elected Members to raise
queries/ questions with Irish Water which include use of the dedicated Local
Representative telephone number 1890 178 178 or the dedicated Local
Representative Support Service email. localrepsupport@water.ie.
A copy of this query has been submitted to localrepsupport@water.ie on behalf
of Cllr Brogan for response back to him directly.”
MDL295/20 WATER INVESTMENT PROGRAMME
In answer to his question requesting an updated report on the new water
investment programme from Lough Salt /Lough Greenan to Letterkenny and a
timeframe for same, Cllr. Ciaran Brogan was advised:
“This is a matter for Irish Water who have advised that queries of this nature
concerning Irish Water Plans and Operations should be directed through the
Local Rep Support system provided by Irish Water.
There are a number of avenues available to the Elected Members to raise
queries/ questions with Irish Water which include use of the dedicated Local
Representative telephone number 1890 178 178 or the dedicated Local
Representative Support Service email. localrepsupport@water.ie.
A copy of this query has been submitted to localrepsupport@water.ie on behalf
of Cllr Brogan for response back to him directly.”
MDL296/20 OPW WORKS IN LETTERKENNY
In answer to his question requesting an updated report from the OPW on the
proposed works in and around Letterkenny in particular at the Old Town
Bridge, Cllr. Ciaran Brogan was advised:
“The OPW have been on site and confirm that they are satisfied with the
current sediment patterns and are of the view the there is no adverse effect on
the bridge.”
MDL297/20

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next MDL Meeting would be held on 10 November, 2020
in a venue to be confirmed.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

_____________________

______________________
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Meetings Administrator

