Minutes of Meeting of Municipal District of Lifford- Stranorlar held
11.45 pm, 01st October 2019 in the Council Chamber, Lifford.
Members Present

Cllr. Frank McBrearty, Cllr. Gary Doherty, Cllr. Gerry Crawford, Cllr.
Liam Doherty, Cllr. Martin Harley, Cllr. Patrick McGowan.

Officials Present

Joe Peoples, Olive Gillespie, Tony Browne, Simon Harran, Paddy
Mullen, Paul Gallagher, Mark Gallagher, Kathleen McGowan.

Cllr. Mc Brearty opened the meeting and suggested that in order to deal with the remaining
items on the Workshop Agenda, the Municipal District Meeting, due to begin at 11.00 am,
would be adjourned until 11.45 am.
On the Proposal of Cllr. Gerry Crawford and seconded by Cllr. Gary Doherty, the Meeting
was adjourned until 11.45 am.
Items from the agenda were discussed as follows:

226 Corporate Services
__________________________________________________________________
226.01 Votes of Sympathy
Members passed a vote of sympathy on the passing of:











Liam Foy, father-in-law of Siobhán Foy, IS Department.
Sean Tinney, father of our colleague Fergal Tinney, Reprographics Section,
Lifford.
Kathleen Kelly, mother of our former colleague Denis Kelly, and mother-in-law of
our colleague, Doreen Floyd, Roads Section, Lifford.
Mary McGowan, mother of our retired colleague Gerry McGowan, Machinery
Yard.
Willie Freaney, our former colleague who worked in the Roads Section, Donegal
Public Services Centre.
Tom Lawne, father-in-law of Iga Lawne, Tourism Unit, Donegal Town PSC.
William Mulhall, father-in-law of our colleague Daragh McDonough, IS
Department and father of former colleague Claire McDonough.
Theo Crossan, brother of Cathaoirleach Cllr. Nicholas Crossan.
Huidi Diver, our former colleague who worked in the Roads Section, Glenties
Municipal District.
Sadie Gallagher, mother of Waterworks Inspector, Pat Gallagher and aunt of Paul
O’Donnell, Housing Section, Dungloe.

226.02 Confirmation of Minutes of Municipal District of Lifford-Stranorlar held 23rd July
2019
The Minutes were approved on the proposal of Cllr. M Harley and seconded by Cllr.
P McGowan, subject to the removal of Minute Reference Number 223.04 at the
request of Cllr. G Doherty.

227. Confirmation of Date and Venue for Next Meeting and Business Prescribed
by Statute
__________________________________________________________________
227.01 It was agreed that the next meetings of the Lifford-Stranorlar Municipal District
would be held on Tuesday, 03rd December 2019 in the Regional Training Centre,
Stranorlar, as follows:



Workshop
Meeting

10.00 am.
11.00 am.

228 Consideration of Reports & Recommendations from Services
__________________________________________________________________

228.01 Finance Budget 2020 – Meeting Date
It was agreed to hold the Lifford-Stranorlar Municipal District Budget Meeting on
Wednesday 23rd October 2019 at 2pm in the Council Chamber, Lifford.

228.02 Housing & Corporate Services
Olive Gillespie reviewed her update report as circulated with the agenda. The following
comments were made:


Cllr. P McGowan stated that residents should be consulted in relation to the
proposed development at Trusk Road, Ballybofey to address any concerns that they
may have, and suggested that the site could be used to develop a small number of
two bed properties for the elderly and housing applicants with a disability. Cllr. M
Harley confirmed his agreement with this approach. Olive Gillespie confirmed that
the project is still at Preliminary Design Stage and is targeting a particular category of
household but that this is subject to approval from the Department of Housing,
Planning and Local Government and subject to approval under Part 8 of the Planning
and Development Regulations, which would allow for the consultation process.



In response to the query from Members on the current status with regard to the
Retrofitting Programme within the Municipal District, particularly in relation to the
replacement of windows and doors, Olive Gillespie advised it is expected that
funding will be made available from the Department of Housing, Planning & Local
Government in 2020 for this Phase 2 Energy Retrofitting Programme..



In response to the status of the Painting Programme of Council housing stock within
the Municipal District, Olive Gillespie agreed to issue a report to update Members in
relation to this programme.



Cllr. M Harley raised an issue with regard to Anti-Social Behaviour by a Council
tenant, who was transferred between Council properties but was now disrupting
the entire estate by her continued behaviour. Olive Gillespie confirmed that the
issue referred to is currently being investigated by the Council.



Cllr. P McGowan highlighted a case whereby the delay in progressing a housing
adaptation grant application, has resulted in the applicant having to use alternative
facilities. Olive Gillespie stated that she will investigate this particular case but added
the Council has engaged directly with the Occupational Therapy Service with
significant progress being made on any outstanding reports.



Cllr G. Doherty raised an issue with regard to the provision of public lighting at
Coolatee, Lifford, which was endorsed by Cllr. G Crawford, that the Housing Section
follow up with relevant department to get the lights operational.



In response to how points are awarded to approved housing applicants, Olive
Gillespie agreed to issue the Council’s Allocation Policy to Members.



Cllr G. Doherty requested a list of houses that the Council have purchased in private
housing estates since 2016 under the House Acquisition Programme. Ms Gillespie
also confirmed that a report will be made available to Members as requested.



In response to a question from Cllr G. Doherty on the proposed development at
Castlefin by Habinteg under the Capital Acquisitions Scheme, Olive Gillespie
explained both herself and other Housing Services colleagues are engaging
proactively with Habinteg to progress their project and the Council is fully supportive
of the proposed scheme. Ms. Gillespie also confirmed that there is sufficient
demand in the area for the uptake of these properties when completed.



Cllr. P McGowan highlighted an issue in relation to the hoarding of rubbish by a
resident in a housing estate in Ballybofey. Olive Gillespie confirmed that her office is
engaging with other agencies in relation to the investigation of this case.



Cllr. M Harley stated that he would like to see more sites acquired for turnkey
developments to address the housing need but with a balanced approach within
existing housing schemes. In response Joe Peoples referred to a number of locations
where contractors are currently on site under the Turnkey process. It was
acknowledged progress is taking longer than antipated, but Joe Peoples indicated
there may be an announcement by year end or early 2020 in relation to further
developments. It was noted issues with existing housing schemes would be
considered as part of the planning process, if further development was proposed.



Regarding the social housing proposal for Gallows Lane Lifford, Cllr. G Crawford
requested that the Council progress this Scheme without delay, on the basis of the
serious need of these additional housing units. Olive Gillespie confirmed that she is
engaging with colleagues and the Council will get a proposal drafted in relation to
this project as soon as possible.

Members thanked Olive for her reports.

228.03 Planning Services
Simon Harran was invited to address the meeting. The update report circulated with the
agenda was taken as read. The following comments were made:












Simon Harran read out an additional report in relation to the preparation of a
Ballybofey-Stranorlar Regeneration Strategy. Mr Harran explained that Mr. Paul Kelly
has requested that the Lifford-Stranorlar Municipal District nominate two Members
to sit on the Steering Group in relation to overseeing the preparation of the Strategy.
Members felt that they haven’t had enough time or information to deal with this
issue and requested a meeting with Paul Kelly to be held on Wednesday 23rd
October, 2019 in Lifford.
Cllr. G Crawford requested an update regarding an environmental issue in relation to
the River Foyle and requested that the issue be brought back on the Agenda for the
next meeting.
Cllr. M Harley referred to the lack of choice for people when they need to employ
the services of a contractor to connect to water services when the length of the
connection is greater than 10 meters.
Cllr. M Harley referred to the need to address a planning enforcement issue in
relation to a property at Trusk Road, Ballybofey, which is causing some difficulty at
the location.
Cllr. P McGowan queried if there is a planning issue in relation to a green field site
adjacent to Blue Cedars, Ballybofey and stated that residents of the Blue Cedars
estate should be entitled to use the site.
Simon Harran provided Members with an update as requested in relation to
planning permission in Castlefinn by Glenmore Estates.
Cllr. G Doherty stated that it would be useful in Donegal County Council could meet
with residents in relation to planning enforcement issues.
Cllr. F McBrearty proposed that the council make a presentation to Members
outlining the role of the council in relation to the granting of planning permission for
5G masts. This was seconded by Cllr. P McGowan.

Paddy Mullen was invited to address the meeting in relation to Taking in Charge of Estates.
The update report circulated with the agenda. The following comments were made:


Cllr. C Crawford queried when work will begin at St. Jude’s Court. Paddy Mullen
confirmed work will begin early in 2020.








Cllr. P McGowan stated that there is a big opportunity within this work programme
to deal with the sewer issue at Dromore Park, Killygordon and requested Millbrook,
Knock, Ballybofey to be included on the list. Also requested Paddy Mullen to attend
MD Meetings going forward.
Cllr. G Doherty welcomed progress in relation to issues at Sessiagh Park, Castlefin
and requested a status report for all estates including Brandon Park, St. Johnston
and The Glebe, Rossgier.
Cllr. M Harley wished to highlight the importance of completing works at The
Beeches, Ballybofey and Blue Cedars, Ballybofey.
Cllr. L Doherty queried the advantages of the council taking over estates and cited
issues with other estates, particularly older estates in relation to funding for lights,
footpaths and roads. Queried if a scheme could be progressed for older estates.
Cllr. F McBrearty requested an update report in relation to Cathedral Hill, Raphoe.

Paddy Mullen confirmed that his team are currently reviewing all applications and will
provide Members with updates in relation to their queries.

228.04 Environmental Services
Paul Gallagher was invited to address the meeting. The update report circulated with the
agenda was taken as read. The following comments were made:









Paul Gallagher stated that the Draft Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 2019-2024
was adopted at the Plenary Council Meeting on Monday 30th September 2019.
Paul Gallagher provided an update to Members in relation to Flood Relief Schemes.
Mr Gallagher highlighted that both Castlefinn and Lifford have been identified as
priority schemes to be delivered in the first tranche of spending during the OPW’s 10
Year Plan. Cllr. G Doherty highlighted that Members where to be facilitated with a
meeting to discuss flooding issues with staff involved and voiced his frustration that
this has not yet taken place. Cllr. F McBrearty proposed that a briefing session
between Members, Director of Service, Mr. Michael Mc Garvey and the staff
involved take place on Wednesday 23rd October 2019 in Lifford, after the Budget
meeting scheduled for 2 pm. Paul Gallagher acknowledged the points made by
Members and confirmed he would get agreement for attendance by the relevant
staff at the proposed meeting.
Cllr. G Doherty wished to commend Tidy Town groups in the area and the progress
made which is a testament to their hard work.
Cllr. G Doherty requested an update in relation to Bring Banks in Castlefinn. Paul
Gallagher agreed to provide an update in relation to the current position.
Cllr. G Doherty highlighted an issue in relation to water supply at Tober and
Ballindrait, and suggested that the council make an urgent request to Irish Water to
deal with the issue as part of the Service level Agreement. Paul Gallagher agreed to
seek clarification and revert to Members.
Paul Gallagher confirmed that interviews for the vacant post of Litter Warden within
the Lifford-Stranorlar Municipal District will be held at the end of October, 2019.






Cllr. P McGowan requested a report to be made available at the next meeting in
relation to Group Water Schemes.
Cllr. P McGowan sought clarification of the Councils role regarding ‘Pay-By-Weight’
in relation to the collection of household waste. Paul Gallagher agreed to forward a
report on this issue.
Cllr. M Harley requested that an email be sent to all relevant council services to
ensure that they are ready to deal with any possible fallout from Hurricane Lorenzo
which is due to hit Ireland from Thursday 03rd October, 2019.
Cllr. M Harley requested clarification regarding the operation of Brown Bins in
relation to the collection of household waste.

228.05 Roads Services
Mark Gallagher was invited to address the meeting. The update report circulated with the
agenda was taken as read. The following comments were made:












Cllr. P McGowan proposed to meet with the Chief Executive Officer and the Director
of Roads and Transportation to seek extra funding in relation to the Footpath &
Public Lighting Programme.
Members queried when the results of the review in relation to parking charges will
be brought to council. Members also urged the council to have a plan in place to
address car parking and footpath issues within the area encompassing the Millbrae
Junction, the new St. Marys National School and the Finn Valley Centre.
Cllr. M Harley wished to highlight that staff working in Ballybofey can avail of a
special parking rate if they choose to park in the Navenney Car Park which would
free up town centre parking.
Cllr. G Doherty highlighted an ongoing issue in relation to the accumulation of
surface water during periods of heavy rainfall and requested the council to engage
with Transport Infrastructure Ireland to address these issues at the following
locations:
 on the Letterkenny Road at McGuigans Pub.
 on the National Primary Road between Stranorlar and Killygordon.
 at Dunnions, between Liscooley and Castlefinn.
 at the bottom of the Beechwood estate.
 at the bottom of Mastersons Lane.
 between Pattersons Kitchens and Lifford.
Cllr. G Doherty requested that double yellow lines are put in place at Back Lane,
Lifford, located behind the Garda Station.
Cllr. G Doherty requested that a safety issue between Castlefinn and Castlederg is
investigated and rectified.
Members requested an update in relation works at Corcam Bends.
Cllr. G Doherty highlighted a safety issue at the Hollow Road, Castlefinn and
requested that the turn-off at this location be amended in order to slow down traffic
which would assist in alleviating the problem at this location.
Cllr. M Harley requested to know when the Community Involvement Scheme for
2020 will commence.







Cllr. G Crawford requested that blocked gullies at Edenmore Road are addressed and
requested that the Council do everything it can, within its remit, to address issues at
Magheracloy.
Cllr. F McBrearty requested that the road between Meetinghouse Street and St.
Eunan’s Terrace in Raphoe is resurfaced.
Cllr. F McBrearty requested that the gullies in the Ballindrait area be checked to
ensure that the gullies are not blocked.
Cllr. F McBrearty stated that the LIS Scheme does not receive adequate funding and
that those with disabilities and applicants with suffering from serious illnesses should
be prioritised in relation to funding made available in 2020.
Members raised the issue of overgrown hedges at a number of locations within the
Twin Towns.

228.06 Community and Enterprise
Kathleen Browne was invited to address the meeting. The update report circulated with the
agenda was taken as read.











Cllr. P McGowan raised the prospect of Twinning with a location in Europe and how
this could be advantageous in order to secure access to EU Structural Funds.
Cllr. P McGowan requested that Members are updated in relation to projects
involving the River Finn and River Foyle.
Cllr. M Harley Donegal requested to be updated by email in relation to the Drumboe
Walkway project and the Ballybofey/Stranorlar to Donegal Town Greenway project.
Cllr. Harley stated that the reason he voted for the increase in the Local Property Tax
was that this extra funding would be provided to support projects like these which
would benefit the community.
Cllr. G Doherty requested to be kept updated by email in relation to the Riverine
Project – PEACE IV Shared Spaces Programme.
Cllr. P McGowan requested that Members be updated in relation to the proposed
Town Park at Drumboe, Stranorlar.
Cllr. G Crawford requested a progress report in relation to the feasibility study on the
St. Johnston and Carrigans link part of the cross-border walk/cycleway, and the
consultation and survey work in relation to cross border routes including Porthall,
Lifford.
Cllr. G Crawford highlighted an issue in relation to the provision of underground
ducting at Bridge Street, Lifford as part of the Town & Village Scheme and requested
that this issue is rectified.
Cllr. F McBrearty requested resolution of an issue in relation to the Raphoe
Playground before the next meeting of the Municipal District.

Members thanked Kathleen Browne for her reports.

229 Motions
______________________________________________________________________
229.01

The following Motion was submitted by Cllr. P McGowan:

Motion: That a complete survey is undertaken on the footpaths in and around Ballybofey
& Stranorlar immediately, and identify areas that are in need of renewal, lacking
footpaths completely and/or a danger to the public. Can a record of claims against
the Council be presented for the last five years to highlight the areas of greatest
need.
Reply:
A complete survey of footpaths in and around Ballybofey/ Stranorlar would require
significant engineering resources that are not currently available within the MD. Any such
audits would generally be carried out on a County Wide basis. A previous county wide
footpath audit included;


the Accessability Audits for the Stranorlar Electoral Area.

At the Donegal County Council meeting on 29 May 2017 a motion was adopted by the
Council to embark on a 3 year programme for Footpath & Public Lighting improvements. A
document was prepared to provide guidance on how this programme is developed in order
to promote a consistent approach across the county.
Funding source (€1m, €750k from IPB and €250k from DCS with distribution based on
population).
Donegal
Glenties
Inishowen
Letterkenny
Stranorlar

16.6%
15.0%
25.5%
26.5%
16.3%

€166,000
€150,000
€255,000
€265,000
€163,000

Stranorlar MD received E163,000 in 2018 and 2019 with a further E163,000 proposed for
2020.
Footpath & Street Lighting Programmes are developed by MD staff and presented to
Members at Workshop. The following criteria is used;






A substantial element of the funding is sourced from IPB and is aimed at addressing
public liability claims problem areas. Locations of Slips, Trips & Falls claims should be
assessed and remedial works included in the Programme as necessary.
Distribution between MDs is based on population and it is expected that the
majority of MD Programmes will be focused on those towns and villages with the
highest populations.
Programmes however should not exclude smaller villages and it is suggested that
20% of the overall MD funding be ringfenced for schemes in the smaller villages.
The Motion adopted by the Council does not specify how the funding should be split
between footpaths & lights. It is suggested that programmes should aim to achieve a
70% Footpaths: 30% Public Lighting split.

Footpaths
When developing the footpath proposals consideration should be given to;
‐ Addressing high risk Slips, Trips & Falls locations;
‐ Closing gaps between sections of existing footpaths;
‐ Extending footpaths to serve locations/ developments with high pedestrian activity;
‐ Selection of materials suitable for the location, e.g. bitmac or concrete may not be suitable
for heritage type villages, patches of concrete may not be suitable in brick paving, etc.;
‐ Selection of materials to contrast with the colour of the road surface;
‐ Designing schemes to emphasise the perception of being within a Town/ Village when
within speed limits;
‐ Adding small & low cost items of street furniture to further enhance the village
environment.
Public Lighting
It is suggested that the public lighting element of this Programme should be concentrated
within towns and villages and should;
‐ Aim to complement footpath improvements;
‐ Address dark spots in existing strings of public lighting;
‐ Light crossing locations frequently used by pedestrians;
‐ Light locations frequently used by busses for picking up/ dropping off passengers.
Single isolated lights outside of towns and villages should be avoided.
Public lighting across the county is gradually being converted to low energy LED lights and
any new lights or improvements to existing lights should aim to use LED lights only.

2018 Footpath & Public Lighting Programme
2018
TOWN
Twin Towns
Twin Towns
Twin Towns
Twin Towns
Raphoe
Raphoe
Raphoe
Convoy
Castlefin
St. Johnston

LOCATION
QUANTITY
Main St.
various
Chestnut Road at shopping centre carpark 45m X 2m
Sessiaghoneil Road
210m x 2m
Admiran to Allen Pk.
100m
Ballinalecky Road
5
Ballindrait Road - Mart to Raphoe Hardware 200m x 1.5m
Convoy Rd
45m x 1.5m
Regional Road
120m x 1.5m
Grahamsland
100m x 1.8m
Chapel Rd
110m x 1.5m

NOTES
Renew Damaged Section/ Infill lights
Improve Pedestrian Crossings
Infill Section/ Lights
Infill footpath/ lights
Provide lights on new section
Renew Damaged Section/ Infill lights
Infill Section
Renew Section
Renew Damaged Section
Renew Damaged Section
TOTAL

COST €
20,000
15,000
45,000
8,200
12,000
50,000
12,000
25,000
20,000
21,000
228,200

2018 Adopted Programme

2019 Footpath & Public Lighting Programme

TOWN

LOCATION

NOTES

COST €

Twin Towns
Lifford
Twin Towns

Navanny CP
Croaghan Heights
Trusk Rd/
Sessioneil
To Allen Park
Ballindrait Rd
(Hardware)

Repair lights
Renew Damaged Section
Towards Bridge

9,000
15,000
25,000

Complete footpath

8,000

Infill lights

5,000
62,000

Twin Towns
Raphoe

TOTAL
2019 Adopted Programme

In relation to trip/ fall claims within the Stranorlar MD, records show 8 in Lifford, 5 in
Raphoe and 5 in Ballybofey/ Stranorlar over the past 5 years.
The Motion was seconded by Cllr. M Harley

229.02

The following Motion was submitted by Cllr. G Crawford:

Motion: That this area roads office put in place the necessary actions to have a crossing
(Pedestrian) placed at the Croaghan Heights N14 NP Road Lifford.
Reply:

The procedure on alleged Road Safety issues or other proposed road safety
installations on national roads is that in the first instance it is dealt with by the MD
Engineer in conjunction with the Donegal Road Safety Engineer. Following their
investigation and if action is recommended a report may be issued to road Safety
section of TII to consider further progress.
Priority accident locations are identified by TII through their accident database.
The Executive Engineer for the Area will make arrangements with Road Design for
a joint inspection of the area with the Road Safety Engineer.

The Motion was seconded by Cllr. P McGowan

230 Members Written Questions
______________________________________________________________________
230.01

The following Question was submitted by Cllr. P McGowan:

Question: Please give detail and maps on how Ballybofey/Stranorlar will be adequately
connected to the proposed Ten-T.
Reply:

The Option Selection Report for the TEN-T Priority Route Improvement Project,
Donegal is being finalised subject to proofing and minor edits. The Option
Selection Report will include the Ballybofey/Stranorlar Link Road and connection
to
the
TEN-T
Priority
Route
Improvement
Project,
Donegal.
It is proposed to hold a Workshop with the Members of the Stranorlar Municipal
District with respect to the Ballybofey/Stranorlar Link Road in advance of the
publication of the Options Selection Report.

230.02

The following Question was submitted by Cllr. P McGowan:

Question: Please give an update on the procurement of Drumboe Park lands and can
a funding plan be put together outlining the actual development of this land
which was subject to a Part 8 earlier this year.
Reply:

The Council have re-engaged with the owners of this site, correspondence
has issued and further meetings are to be arranged.

230.03

The following Question was submitted by Cllr. G Crawford:

Question: What action was carried out to make visible speed limit signs and other safety
related signs in Porthall following my emails and photographs forwarded to Roads
section in July 2019.
Reply:

230.04

Donegal County Council recommenced radio and newspaper notices at the start
of the hedge cutting season in September to remind landowners of their
obligations in relation to maintenance of their hedges.
Following the return of Roads staff from the August holidays on 19th August all
signs on the R236, R264 and R265 have been checked with a number of signs
identified as requiring maintenance including various speed limit signs.
National Primary and Regional Road maintenance in the Lifford RSS area is
scheduled for September/ October following the completion of the Restoration
Maintenance, Restoration Improvements and Local Improvement Schemes
programmes. Maintenance includes replacing missing signs, sign re-orientation,
verge-cutting and drainage. As part of that programme visibility of speed limit
signs will be improved where hedges are overgrown. The R265 via Porthall can be
prioritised.
The following Question was submitted by Cllr. G Crawford:

Question: Will the council confirm that conditions applied to Irish Water for any road
restoration in Tober is the same as those applied following pipe laying in other
areas of this MD and is this the same County wide.
Reply:

No road opening application has been received from IW in respect of works at
Tober, Ballindrait. Should a road opening application be received then the
conditions in relation to re-instatement shall be in accordance with those set out
in the ‘Guidelines for Managing Openings in Public Roads, Guidelines for the
Opening, Backfilling and Reinstatement of Openings in Public Roads’ issued by
the Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport (2017). These conditions are
applied to all road openings throughout the Stranorlar MD and are applicable
throughout the County.

This concluded the business of the Meeting
__________________________
Cathaoirleach
Municipal District of Lifford-Stranorlar
As agreed at the Lifford-Stranorlar Municipal District Meeting held 03rd December 2019

