MINUTES OF THE INISHOWEN MUNICIPAL DISTRICT ‘CISCO WEBEX MEETING’ HELD ON TUESDAY 13th
July 2021 at 1.00pm
Councillors Present:
Cllrs Paul Canning, Nicholas Crossan, Terry Crossan, Albert Doherty, Rena Donaghey, Martin Farren,
Martin McDermott, Bernard McGuinness and Jack Murray.
Officials Present:
John McLaughlin, Chief Executive Officer, Aideen Doherty, Area Manager, Housing & Corporate, Una
Cresswell, A/Senior Staff Officer, Housing & Corporate Services, Seamus Hopkins, Area Manager, Roads
and Transportation, Killian Smith , Executive Planner, Mathew Byrne, Waste Regulation Officer, Ciaran
Martin, Senior Development Officer, Economic Development, Fiona Doherty, Development Officer,
Community Development and Leona Finley, Assistant Planner.
21.60 Protocol for Remote Meetings
The Cathaoirleach, Cllr Bernard McGuinness welcomed everybody to the meeting and it was
acknowledged that this was his first meeting as Cathaoirleach of Inishowen Municpal District . He
congratulated Cllr Jack Murray on being elected Cathaoirleach of Donegal County Council and wished
him well in the role
Cllr McGuinness reminded the attendees of the meeting, of the protocol for remote participation as
previously advised in the amendment to standing orders.
21.61 Consideration of the minutes of the Inishowen Municipal District “cisco web meeting” held on
8th June 2021
On the proposal of Cllr Martin Farren and seconded by Cllr Nicholas Crossan, the minutes of the
Inishowen Municipal District Meeting held on 8th June 2021 were agreed.
21.62 Consideration of the minutes of the Inishowen Municipal District Annual General Meeting “cisco
web meeting” held on 22nd June 2021
On the proposal of Cllr Martin Farren and seconded by Cllr Nicholas Crossan, the minutes of the
Inishowen Municipal District Meeting held on 22nd June 2021 were agreed.
There were no matters arising from the minutes of both the Municpal District Meeting and the Annual
General Meeting.
21.63 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INFORMATION SYSTEMS & EMERGENCY SERVICES
The report was taken as read by Ciaran Martin, Senior Development Officer, Economic Development
21.63.01 Outdoor Seating and Accessories for Tourism & Hospitality Business Scheme
Ciaran Martin advised that as detailed in the report, a total of 205 completed applications have been
received to date with 187 letters of offers issued. Cllr Albert Doherty asked if there were any planning
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issues arising from the scheme. Ciaran Doherty advised that he would get details of any issues but
understood that there were few refusals. He added that the Council have endeavoured to make the
scheme as simple as possible.
21.63.02 Remote Working
Ciaran Martin advised that the new Donegal Remote Working Strategy for Business was officially
launched on 24th of June, 2021. It was noted that the Council is committed to the strategy which is
aimed at maximising the opportunities arising for the county as a destination of choice for remote
working.
21.63.03 Caravan and Camping Survey
Ciaran Martin advised that there was a massive response to the Caravan and Camping Survey and that
feedback on the survey would be provided to the members in August.
21.63.04 National Broadband Plan Roll Out
Cllr Albert Doherty referred to his request at the last meeting regarding following on why there is such
slow progress of the National Broadband roll out. He reiterated his request that his concerns be relayed
to minister Ryan Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications ...requesting an update. He
mentioned his previous proposal in regard to the difficulties students faced during the pandemic in
accessing the internet for their studies and the importance of Donegal having high speed access to the
internet. This request was relayed to David McCourt, Chairperson of the National Broadband Ireland
Company at the time. Ciaran Martin agreed to pass these concerns on to the relevant personnel.
21.63.05 Digital Connected Hubs
Cllr Albert Doherty sought clarification on where the six digital hubs are located in the county. Ciaran
advised that the current hubs are scattered across the county and are as follows:
 WestBIC Kilcar / gTeic - Cill Chártaigh (WestBIC)
 BASE Stranorlar
 G-Teic GaothDobhair
 Craoibhin Community Enterprise Centre (Termon)
 Bundoran Community Centre
 Spraoi agus Sport, Carndonagh
21.63.06 Tourism Strategy
Cllr Bernard McGuinness thanked Ciaran Martin for the report. He said that he believed that there are
many tourism opportunities to be grasped at particularly in relation to marine tourism potential. He
referred to the excellent and positive Northwest FLAG (Fisheries Local Action Group) funded launch of
Malin Waters in 2017 that is now hardly ever mentioned. It was at the time, part of the tourism strategy
in relation to marinas and pontoons. Hs suggested shipwreck sites along the coasts of Donegal as
possible tourist attractions. He proposed that a Tourism Workshop should be organised. Cllr Martin
McDermott said that he was aware of a number of tourism projects sitting ready to go if funding
became available for them.
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Ciaran Martin agreed to arrange a workshop with his colleagues in this regard and confirmed that the
officials from the Strategic Funding Unit would be invited to attend.
21.64 PLANNING
Cllr Albert Doherty welcomed Killian Smith, Executive Planner to the meeting. The Planning Report was
taken as read.
21.64.01 Planning Clinics
Cllr Bernard McGuinness sought clarification on when face to face planning clinics would recommence.
Killian Smith advised that this would depend on national government guidelines under the current
pandemic Covid 19 arrangements.
21.64.02 EPA Code of Practice
Killian Smith advised that the revised EPA Code of Practice was not resulting in the invalidation of
planning applications and that planning agents are required to familiarise themselves with any changes.
The Code of Practice is available on the Council’s website, he added.
21.64.03 Rural Regeneration and Development Fund - Strategic Master Plan and Design for Buncrana
Killian Smith advised that the Rural Regeneration Development Fund proposal for a master plan in
Buncrana would most likely be presented as a Part 8 at a later date. Cllr Rena Donaghey asked if an
outdoor coldwater pool at the Shore Front could be considered as an option in the application. She
referred to pools in Bundoran and Dungloe which are very popular. Cllr Jack Murray concurred with this
suggestion and indicated that it was too late to include it with part of the application at this stage but it
could possibly be submitted in part two of the application. Cllr Nicholas Crossan said that the
development of a pool could give leeway to opening up the diving board in Buncrana Shore Front.
He further added that there are at least two hundred people swimming in Buncrana every day of the
year.
The consensus of the members was that development of this nature would be a huge all year round
tourist attraction.
Killian Smith advised that the regeneration team were already aware of the suggestion for the cold
water pool. He advised that the RRDF deadline for submission of the application for Buncrana has been
extended and that it may be possible to include this additional proposal.
21.64.04 Rural Regeneration and Development Fund - Carndonagh Tús Nua Regeneration Project
Cllr Albert Doherty requested an update on the progress of the Carndonagh Tús Nua Regeneration
Project. Killian Smith advised that he will update the members at the next Inishowen Municipal District
Meeting.
Cllr Martin Farren congratulated Paul Kelly, Senior Executive Planner and his team and requested that
Moville and the surrounding area could be considered for any funding if eligible under a regeneration
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category. He said he would like a meeting with Paul Kelly to discuss this. Cllr Bernard McGuinness said
Moville was classed as a Heritage Town.
Cllr Paul Canning and Cllr McGuinness both thanked the planning service for all their hard work in recent
times.
21.65 ENVIRONMENT
Mathew Byrne, Waste Regulation Officer presented the Environment report to the members and
briefed the members on the various campaigns that are currently in place. He said that it has been a
very busy time for the Environment team.
21.65.01 ‘Love This Place, Leave No Trace’ Campaign
Mathew Byrne referred to the successful campaign Leave No Trace Ireland as detailed in the report.
Due to the current pandemic, it has been acknowledged that there have been extra pressures on the
environment including:
 Increased littering of the countryside and outdoor spaces
 An increase in dog fouling, dog worrying and attacks on farm livestock as the numbers of pet
dogs approaches an estimated 800,000
 The devastation that can be caused by fires from campfires and barbeques that get out of
control.
Mathew advised that members of the public are encouraged to support this campaign by visiting
the Campaign webpage, using the campaign Toolkit to get involved and taking the Leave No Trace
Pledge share on social media.
21.65.02 Waste Enforcement Issues
Mathew Byrne advised that the Waste Enforcement Team continue to deal with enforcement issues and
address all complaints received. Cllr Terry Crossan thanked the enforcement team for all their efforts in
dealing with issues presented to them and also for their engagement with local community groups and
clubs. Cllr Nicholas Crossan also expressed his gratitude for the continued prompt emptying of bins and
monitoring of litter at the Shore Front in Buncrana and in general.
21.65.03 UN World Drowning Prevention Day
Mathew Byrne advised that the first UN World Drowning Prevention Day is scheduled for July 25th, 2021.
He added that this will be a memorable day for the drowning prevention community worldwide and will
highlight safety prevention measures which will hopefully help in avoiding to avoid drowning tragedies
in the future.
21.65.04 Litter Bins
Mathew Byrne advised that pop up refreshment providers had been approached and issued with bins,
litter pickers and bin bags.
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21.65.05 Disposal of Concrete Blocks and Building Waste
Cllr Martin McDermott referred to the lengthy discussion held at the last meeting regarding the
appropriate method of disposal of blocks and other building waste from both council stock and privately
owned houses affected by defective concrete blocks.. He said that it is vital that homeowners are given
information on the proposal to deal with this and also be made aware of the implications in not
disposing of the materials in the correct manner. Cllr Martin Farren said this matter had been raised at
the special meeting of Donegal County Council and it was agreed by Director of Service, Michael
McGarvey that a number of disposal sites should be identified. It was noted that an Environment SPC
meeting was taking place this week where this matter would be discussed.
Cllr Rena Donaghey suggested that sites in North and South Inishowen should be identified for disposal
of this waste. She added that serious consideration should be given to this matter. Cllr Paul Canning
requested that Dunaff Quarry be looked at. He said it was filled with water a year ago and was a hazard
but maybe now it could be used as it is easy accessible to Inishowen and Letterkenny.
The consensus of the members was that this matter should be dealt with by the Environment SPC at the
earliest opportunity as it was an urgent matter and illegal dumping of waste of this nature should be
avoided. Mathew Byrne advised that it was acknowledged that facilities for disposal were required to
be put in place as soon as possible and discussions were ongoing.
21.65.06 Public Conveniences in Moville
As previously requested at the last meeting of Inishowen Municpal District, Cllr Farren requested that a
DCC official from the Environment section would meet him on site in Moville to discuss the
refurbishment of the public conveniences there as previously agreed.
21.65.07 Recycling – Carndonagh
Cllr Albert Doherty requested an update on the facilities to dispose of paint cans. Cllr Bernard
McGuinness also requested an update He added that he would like to request that the Council would
go further in relation to recycling and place a bring back for recycling in a location in Carndonagh on a
full time basis. He said the recycling resources available in Carndonagh at the moment are only available
on a limited basis. He suggested council owned locations such as the car park at the Public Service
Centre. It was noted that additional recycling facilities in Carndonagh had been requested on several
occasions at previous Inishowen Municpal District meetings.
21.65.08 Tidy Towns Award 2021-07-15
Cllr Rena Donaghey said that she would like to wish all the Tidy Towns’ participants success in this year’s
virtual competition.
21.65.09 Illegal Dumping
Cllr Bernard McGuinness expressed his concerns over continued indiscriminate illegal damping in
hillsides and rural areas in general.
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21.65.10 Culdaff Beach
Cllr Bernard McGuinness refereed to the concrete “Dragon’s Teeth” structures that were put in place in
the car park at Culdaff Beach to deter large camper vans and towing caravans from parking. He said that
local residents and beach users alike were very annoyed that they were not consulted about this
measure and objected to it as he did too. He said the structures have now been removed and that a
softer solution is necessary. He acknowledged that Michael McGarvey, Director of Service,
Environment, in fairness had responded promptly.
21.65.11 MARA Agency.
Cllr Bernard McGuinness requested an update on the MARA agency. John McLaughlin, Chief Executive
Officer advised that although coastal erosion is under the remit of the Environment Section certain
parts of it come under the Road’s Service He agreed to request that the Environment service provide a
report to the members which clarify its function.
21.65.12 Quarries
Cllr Bernard McGuinness requested clarification on how many quarries Donegal County Council are
responsible for in Inishowen.
There was a comfort break from 1.05pm to 14.20pm
Terry Crossan advised that Cllr Jack Murray sent his apologies as he had to leave the meeting.
21.66 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
The report circulated in the agenda was taken as read and Fiona Doherty updated the Members on a
few issues.
21.66 .01 Malin Head Parking
The typographical error in relation to the date of the last Meeting with the Elected Members regarding
the Malin Head Visitor Management plan was noted to be amended.
Cllr Martin Mc Dermott stated that additional car parking for visitors to Malin Head should be urgently
progressed as we are half way through the summer period already. Cllr Albert Doherty concurred with
Cllr McDermott and said that currently many visitors from Northern Ireland are on their annual holidays
and are visiting the area. He added that this coupled with the general increase in stay cations means
that the demand for parking at Malin Head is very high. Fiona Doherty indicated that work was ongoing
to secure land in this regard.
Clrl Bernard McGuinness said that there were car parking issues at other popular tourist destinations
such as at Culdaff beach. He said if the council owns lands in these areas, the creation of additional car
parks should be considered.
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21.66.02 Request for Bench of Hope at Malin Head re Darkness into Light
Following on from a request by the son of one of the founders of the Pieta House, the committee that
created the idea of the fund raising initiative ‘Darkness into Light’ charity. Cllr Albert Doherty said that
he was in agreement to the request. He added that as the concept of the Pieta House, to sponsor a
bench at Malin Head Darkness into Light’ charity which started in Malin Head has now grown into a
global movement; and that it was indeed fitting that the bench should be located there. Cllr Bernard
McGuinness said that he supported this request and suggested that this matter be discussed with the
local Malin Head Development Committee.
It was proposed by Cllr Albert Doherty and seconded by Cllr Bernard McGuinness to provide permission
to proceed to install a ‘Bench of Hope’ at Malin Head in consultation with Malin Head Development
Committee.
21.66.03 Town and Village-Moville
Cllr Martin Farren acknowledged the recent funding application submitted under the 2021 Town and
Village Renewal scheme for Moville.
21.66.04 Moville Play Park
Cllr Martin Farren acknowledged that the repair of the ZIP Line and other matters had been dealt with at
the play park in Moville. He added that he believed that maintenance and repairs of equipment in play
parks throughout the county should take place outside of the summer peak season when there is less
demand for the Play Park.
21.66.05 Lough Foyle Greencastle to Magillian Ferry
Cllr Farren said that he was disappointed that the Greencastle to Magillian Ferry had broken down but
acknowledged that it was now up and going again. Cllr Farren stated that this also occurred the previous
year. He requested that the Company operating the Ferry service should ensure that the ferry is serviced
and fully operational prior to the summer season.
21.66.06 Extension of Moville Shore Walk to Greencastle
Cllr Martin Farren said that he had spoken with Paddy Doherty, Divisional Manager regarding the
restoration and enhancement of the walkway from Moville to Greencastle. He requested that this site
visit take place with all relevant staff, covid guidelines permitting.
21.66.07 Barrack Hill Town Park
Cllr Albert Doherty said that it was great news that Barrack Hill Town Park had retained its green flag
status and thanked all those in the Road’s Service and Community Development who had made huge
efforts to retain the status. Cllr Albert Doherty thanked the council for the removal of refuse at the park.
He added that the stone walls at the park required rebuilding due to vandalism. He appealed to those
who caused the damage to stop and suggested a public appeal should be made to highlight the
problem. Cllr McGuinness queried if CCTV was installed at Barrack Hill.
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Cllr Albert Doherty referred to the findings of the Barrack Hill Steering Committee School Questionnaire
which emphasised the great value of Barrack Hill Town Park and provided the Steering Group with many
ideas for improvement which he hoped that the council would take on board. Fiona Doherty welcomed
this research and indicated that there was a request from the group to present the findings at a future
Inishowen Municpal District meeting.
21.66.08 Playground, Activity Wall and Space at Barrack Hill
Cllr Albert Doherty requested that the issues around the Activity Wall should be addressed. He referred
to the ongoing items associated with the basketball unit, children’s slide and signage that required
attention due to vandalism. Fiona Doherty advised that the Executive Engineer with responsibility for
playgrounds was aware of the issues and was attending a scheduled site meeting with Cllr Doherty at
the end of the week in this regard.
21.66.09 Proposed Cycle Way in Carndonagh
Cllr Doherty acknowledged the steering committee meeting that he attended with members of the
Barrack Hill steering committee, the Community Development Officer, the Area Roads Manager and the
walks and trails officer regarding the replenishment of an existing pathway within the park, a safe cycle
way on the road and a walkway connecting the schools, community, retail, and sporting venues around
Carndonagh. He said hopefully that all members would support this.
21.66.10 Town and Village Footbridge at Culdaff
Fiona Doherty indicated that there was necessary preparation work ongoing. She outlined the
collaboration between her and colleagues in the Roads directorate in preparation for a 2022 Town and
Village Renewal application. She indicated that Seamus Hopkins, Area Roads Manager, obtained
funding under the Active Travel initiative for a feasibility study, bridge design, costs and part 8 planning
application which would underpin and inform the objectives of the proposed project.
21.66.12 Tourism Sector Representation at Municpal District Meetings.
Cllr Bernard McGuinness suggested that a representative form the tourism sector should be present at
every Inishowen Municpal District meeting going forward. Cllr Paul Canning referred to the strategic
funding unit and indicated that voluntary organisations require assistance with complicated applications
in order to maximise funding opportunities.
21.67 HOUSING and CORPORATE SERVICES
Aideen Doherty, Area Manager, Housing and Corporate Services presented the Housing Report and
correspondence received to the members and updated them on matters.
21.67.01 Dates for Inishowen Municpal District Meetings
The following dates for the meetings to end of year were agreed as follows:
Tuesday 14th September 2021 at 1.00pm
Tuesday 12th October 2021 at 1.00pm
Tuesday 14th December 2021 at 1.00pm
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21.67.02 Roads Workshop
Cllr Martin Farren reiterated a previous request that a representative from Irish Water should be
available to the Council and at Municpal District meetings in light of the recent occurrence of burst
pipes.
21.67.03 Derelict Properties
Cllr Nicholas Crossan referred to his motion at the plenary meeting of Donegal County Council regarding
the high level of derelict properties in the county. Aideen Doherty, Area Manager for Housing and
Corporate said that a list was being compiled and that members would be updated on this at the
planned Inishowen Housing Municpal District Workshop on 27th July at 11.00am. Cllr Bernard
McGuinness said that unfortunately he would be unable to attend the workshop.
21.67.04 Defective Concrete Blocks
A discussion took place on defective concrete blocks with particular regard to DCC properties that are
affected and the implications for council tenants. Cllr Albert Doherty said that he believed there was a
deficit in information sharing and many questions remained unanswered. Clrl Rena Donaghey proposed
that a letter be sent to the Minister of Housing requesting that a policy is put in place to restore vacant
houses to a viable state so that they could be made available as suitable housing options for those who
have to move out of their homes as a consequent of defective concrete blocks. Cllr Martin Farren
seconded this proposal, and said that the scale of the problem was huge. Aideen Doherty advised that
every effort was being made to find solutions for those affected but it was extremely difficult and said
that she required the members’ support. She added that like many members of council staff, she was an
affected homeowner herself.
Cllr Bernard McGuinness expressed his gratitude to council officials who were dealing with a very
difficult, unprecedented crisis situation that has arisen.
21.67.05 SI Houses
Some discussion took place on the delivery of SI housing for rural areas Cllr Martin McDermott
demanded that SIs should be kept on the Housing Agenda and this was seconded by Cllr Albert Doherty.
He added members were assured at SPC level that SI houses remain a housing option. Cllr Bernard
McGuinness said if the decision was made locally to approve the building of an SI, it should not be
possible for the Department of Housing to reject the proposal. He said he would bring the matter back
to the SPC.
21.67.06 Demountable Dwellings
Cllr Albert Doherty requested an update on Demountable Dwellings Policy.
21.67.07 Irish Water Issues
Cllr Martin Farren requested that an Irish Water Official should attend Inishowen Municpal District
meetings. Cllr Rena Donaghey referred to the recent problems due to the poor supply of water and the
outages in areas like Inch and Urris. She said that it was important that problems are addressed. She said
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that she was advised that the shortages recently were due to the high influx of visitors. Rena said that
Pollan Dam was close by and that Inishowen should be serviced first before water is distributed further a
field.
21.67.08 Chief Executive Officer - John McLaughlin
Cllr Bernard McGuinness welcomed John McLaughlin, Chief Executive Officer to the meeting. John
McLaughlin apologised for his late arrival which was due to other commitments. He said he was happy
to attend Inishowen Municpal District meetings. He said the Council were working through and dealing
with the current mica situation in what was a distressing time for many. He added that many households
are affected with mica including Council staff. He said Inishowen staff were working hard to keep
everything progressing with projects being progressed such as Malin Head, Fort Dunree, Inishowen
Digital Hub, Greencastle Marina and the Tus Nua regeneration project in Carndonagh to name a few.
Cllr Bernard McGuinness expressed his gratitude for the Chief Executive’s commitment to the projects.
21.67.09 Workshops
It was agreed that a Housing Workshop be held on Tuesday 27th July 2021 at 11.00am followed by a
Planning, Urban Regeneration workshop at 11.00am.
21.68 ROADS AND TRANSPORTION
The Roads Programme as circulated was taken as read by Seamus Hopkins, Area Manager, Roads and
Transportation. Seamus Hopkins apologised for the report being late as he had been on annual leave.
Seamus Hopkins updated the Members on miscellaneous items. The following items were raised, many
of which are ongoing matters raised at previous meetings and at workshop.


















Consider installing ramps at Council Car Park behind Bamba’s café in Back Lane Carndonagh as
cars congregating there are affecting residents.
Review junction at Tulnaree, Carndonagh where there have been accidents
Consider installation of ramps at humped bridge in Malin by GAA pitch.
Lighting at Carnagarve, Moville
Consider options for stronger decorative lighting in Moville
Alignment of road at Admiralty House, Moville.
Wall at Battery Brae, Greencastle
Maintenance of grass verges
Clar Corner, Redcastle
Light provision at Town Clock, Main St Buncrana which has been an ongoing issue
Upgrade ramps at Bridgend and Cockhill School
Maintenance of hedges and verges at Fr Hegarty’s Rock, Buncrana
Lights at Bridge, Carndonagh
Consider overhaul of lights in Carndonagh – review proposals for Carrowreagh Rd
Convent Rd Crossing, Carndonagh
Crossing at Glentogher National School
Active Travel – Measures Proposal re Cycle Way , Carndoangh
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Traffic Safety measures for council estates such as Cedar Grove, Donagh Park, Cherry Avenue
Consider installing safety ramps in more towns and villages
Repair damage to metal cover at Chapel St, Carndonagh
Install new berths at Bonagee Harbour, Culdaff
Green Schools Initiative
Road at Lisfannon Beach requiring works

21.68.01 LIS (Local Improvement Scheme Funding)
Cllr Bernard McGuinness requested that members be provided with details of the criteria for being
eligible to apply for the Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) at next Inishowen MD meeting Seamus
Hopkins advised that a workshop had previously taken place where the criteria was clarified and that
he would re circulate the information to members.
21.68.02 Policy on Take over of Roads
Cllr Bernard McGuinness requested details of Donegal County Council policy on the take over of roads
21.68.03 Climate Mitigation Funding
Cllr Bernard McGuinness stated that he attended a Roads SPC where Climate Mitigation funding as
discussed. He said that he was disappointed to learn that whilst there was €1,960,150 total funding and
twenty four projects, there were only two projects in Inishowen with funding of € 65,000. It was noted
that Seamus Hopkins had submitted funding for a project in Lisfannon but that this had been rejected.
Cllr McGuinness said the funding should be distributed fairly and that he would take this matter up at
plenary level
21.68.04 Outdoor Space Funding
Cllr Martin McDermott queried whether the decision to make Outdoor Space Funding available only to
areas inside town boundaries was a Council or Department decision. Clarification was sought on how
many applications were received.
21.68.05 Quarries
Cllr Bernard McGuinness requested clarification on how many quarries Donegal County Council are
responsible for in Inishowen. Seamus Hopkins advised that the Roads Service was not responsible for
quarries.
Seamus Hopkins agreed to follow up on all matters raised. The members thanked Seamus and his team
in the Road’s Service for all excellent works carried out across Inishowen

11

21.68.06 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of Inishowen Municipal District is to be held on Tuesday 14th September at 1.00pm
Certified: ______________________
Cathaoirleach

Date: ______________

__________________
Area Manager
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