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Appendix E: Overview / flow diagram of process for action planning decision 

making 

 

R e s u lts  o f S tra te g ic  N o is e  M a p p in g

C o n firm  O n s e t o f 
A s s e s s m e n t C r ite ria

C o n f irm  
P re s e rv a tio n  C rite ria  

fo r G o o d  N o is e  
L e v e ls

C o n firm  P rio rit is a tio n  
M a trix  S c o r in g

P re m is e s  B a s e d  
N o is e  S c o rin g

L o c a te  C lu s te rs  
o f P re m is e s  

A b o v e  O n s e t 
T h re s h o ld  fo r  

“h o ts p o ts ”

L o c a te  A re a s  
B e lo w  

P re s e rv a tio n  
T h re s h o ld  fo r  
“q u ie t a re a s ”

L o c a te  A re a s  
B e tw e e n  U p p e r 

a n d  L o w e r 
T h re s h o ld s

C o n firm  E x te n t o f 
Im p a c t

C o n firm  Q u ie t 
A re a  C r ite r ia

R e v ie w  P o s s ib le  
M itig a tio n  M e a s u re s

R e c o m m e n d a tio n s  
fo r A c tio n

Id e n tify  L o c a t io n  
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Appendix F 

Decision Support Matrix 

A decision support matrix is a chart which enables identification, analysis and rating of the strength of 

relationships between various sets of information. It enables a number of different factors to be examined and 

facilitates the assessment of the relative importance of each. 

 

Table 1 below presents the prioritisation decision support matrix to be used to support the action planning 

decision making process, referred to as Table 6 in the main body of the report. 

 

PRIORITY DECISION SUPPORT  MATRIX 

Location 

 
Decision Selection Criteria 

Score 
Range 
Lden 

Score 
Range 
Lnight 

Subtotal 

 <45 5 6  
 45-49 4 5  
Noise Band 50-54 3 4  
(dB(A)) 55-59 2 2  
 60-64 1 3  
 65-69 2 4  
 70-74 3 5  
 75-79 4 6  
 >=80 5 7  
 City Centre 1 1  
 Commercial 1 2  
 Residential 2 3  
Type of  Noise Sensitive Location 3 3  
Location School 3 1  
 Quiet Area 3 3  
 Recreational Open Space 2 2  
 Air  3 4  
Type of  Industry 2 3  
Noise Source Rail 2 3  
 Road 3 4  
   Total Score  

 
Table 1: Example decision support matrix 

 
Each noise sensitive premises is allocated to one of the “Type of Location” categories, and the noise 

level at the most exposed façade scored as per the “Noise Band” and the source scored as per the “Type 

of Noise Source”. 
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An example of the use of the matrix for a residential property exposed to road traffic noise levels of 71 dB Lden 

and 63 dB Lnight is shown in Table 1. 

 

Table 1: Example of use of decision support matrix 

PRIORITY DECISION SUPPORT  

 

MATRIX 

Location:     Example 

Decision Selection Criteria 
Score 
Range 
Lden 

Score 
Range 
Lnight 

Subtotal 

 <45 5 6  
 45-49 4 5  
Noise Band 50-54 3 4  
(dB(A)) 55-59 2 2  
 60-64 1 3 3 
 65-69 2 4  
 70-74 3 5 3 
 75-79 4 6  
 >=80 5 7  
 City Centre 1 1  
 Commercial 1 2  
 Residential 2 3 5 
Type of  Noise Sensitive Location 3 3  
Location School 3 1  
 Quiet Area 3 3  
 Recreational Open Space 2 2  
 Air  3 4  
Type of  Industry 2 3  
Noise Source Rail 2 3  
 Road 3 4 7 
   Total Score  

18 
 

A score of approximately 17 or above indicates that the threshold levels have been exceeded and the location 

should be included in the shortlist for further assessment. 

Similarly a location with low noise levels may also score above 17, which then indicates that it should be short 

listed for consideration as a location where environmental noise levels are currently considered good. 
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Appendix G 

Consultation - Specified Stakeholders 

 

As part of the consultation process, Donegal County Council forwarded a copy of the Draft 

Noise Action Plan to the following statutory bodies and stakeholder organisations and 

asked for their comments on the draft plan. 

 

Departments 

Environmental Protection Agency 

The Department for Infrastructure (Northern Ireland) 

Department of Communication, Climate Action & Environment 

Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 

 

Adjacent Planning Authorities 

Strabane District Council  

Derry City Council  

Leitrim County Council 

Fermanagh District Council 

 

Local and National Pressure Groups 

An Taisce (letterkenny) 

 

NGO and Professional Bodies 

Transport Infrastructure Ireland 

National Roads Design Office – Donegal Town 
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Appendix H: 

Consultation – General Public 
 
As part of the public consultation process, Donegal County Council made copies of the 

Draft Noise Action Plan available to access by the public in a number of Public Services 

Centres within County Donegal, and by placing an electronic version on the County 

Council website. 

 

H.1 Response 

·  To be completed post public consultation. 

·  Final Submissions to be received by the 21st August 2018. 

·  Four submissions have been received to date.  
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Appendix I: 
 

Response Form for the Consultation on the draft Donegal County Council 
Noise Action Plan 

 

 
 
 
 
 

1. Are you satisfied with the contents of this Noise Action Plan? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Is there anything in the Noise Action Plan you are dissatisfied with? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Are there any additional good practices you feel should be included in the Noise 
Action Plan? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Do you have any views on the most appropriate mechanism to keep the Noise 
Action Plan up to date and to share good practices? 
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Respondent Information Form 
 

Please complete the details below and return it with your response. This will help ensure we handle 
your response appropriately. Thank you for your help. 

 
Name: 
Postal Address: 

 
1. Are you responding: (please tick one box) 

(a) as an individual     �   go to Q2a/b and then Q4 
(b) on behalf of a group/organisation    �   go to Q3 and then Q4 

INDIVIDUALS 
 
2a.  Do you agree to your response being made available to the public (in the Donegal County 

Council library and/or on the Donegal County Council website)?  
 
Yes (go to 2b below)   �  
No, not at all    �  We will treat your response as confidential 

 
2b. Where confidentiality is not requested, we will make your response available to the public 

on the following basis (please tick one of the following boxes) 
 
 Yes, make my response, name and address all available  �   
 Yes, make my response available, but not my name or address �  
 Yes, make my response and name available, but not my address �    

 
ON BEHALF OF GROUPS OR ORGANISATIONS: 
 

3. The name and address of your organisation will be made available to the public (in the 
Donegal County Council library and/or the Donegal County Council website). Are you also 
content for your response to be made available? 
 
Yes    �  
No    �  We will treat your response as confidential  

 
SHARING RESPONSES/FUTURE ENGAGEMENT  
 

4. We will share your response internally with other Donegal County Council policy teams 
who may be addressing the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the 
future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for Donegal County 
Council to contact you again in the future in relation to this consultation process? 
 
Yes �  
No �  
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Appendix J: 

Consultation – Submissions Received & DCC Response 
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