
From: CARMEL KELLY on behalf of planning mailbox
To: MARTINA PARKE (PLANNING)
Subject: FW: Section 5 Application
Date: 14 July 2025 11:42:05
Attachments: 250714 Section-5-declaration-of-exemption-application-form.pdf

250714 DCC Letter.pdf
V003-14-02 - Site Plan.pdf
V003-14-01 - Site Arrangements.pdf

 
 

From: Adam Leadley <adam@alarchitects.com> 
Sent: 14 July 2025 11:33
To: planning mailbox <Planning@Donegalcoco.ie>
Subject: Section 5 Application

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Donegal County
Council. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and are sure that the content is safe.

Good Morning
 
Please find attached our section 5 application. The DCC receipt no is 665689
 
Regards
 
 
Adam Leadley BA(Hons) B.Arch MRIAI, RIBA
Director
 

AL Architects Ltd
Office 8b, The Courtyard,
Lower Main Street,
Letterkenny,
Co. Donegal.
 
00353 74 9128222
adam@alarchitects.com
 

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=2DCE5231B87F47E78E81E492A8ABBA72-CARMEL KELL
mailto:Planning@Donegalcoco.ie
mailto:MARTINA.PARKE@donegalcoco.ie
mailto:adam@alarchitects.com



SECTION 5 APPLICATION 


FOR DECLARATION ON DEVELOPMENT AND EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT 


Completed application form & supporting documentation to be returned to the 
Planning Authority by email to planning@donegalcoco.ie 


Name of Applicant(s): 


Agent Name: 
(if applicable) 
Location of Proposed Development / 
Works: 
(Townland or postal address as 
appropriate and Eircode if available) 


Description of Proposed Development including details of works (where applicable): 
(Only works listed below will be assessed under this section 5 application) 



mailto:planning@donegalcoco.ie





Is the development a Protected 
Structure or within the curtilage of a 
Protected Structure? 


Yes No 


Has a declaration under Section 57 of 
the Planning and Development Act 
2000 (as amended) been requested or 
issued in respect of the property. 


Yes No 


Applicant(s) Interest in the site: 


If not the Owner of the site, please 
provide the name of the Landowner: 
Please list types of plans, drawings 
etc. submitted with this application: 


Planning History - list any relevant 
planning application reference numbers: 
Are you aware of any enforcement 
proceedings connected to the site? If 
so, please supply details: 


I hereby certify that the information provided is true and accurate 
Signature of Applicant/Agent: 


Date: 







Additional Contact Information 


NOT TO BE MADE AVAILABLE WITH APPLICATION 


Please note: 
1) The applicant’s address must be submitted on this page.


Applicant(s) Details 


Address: 


Eircode: 
Telephone No: 
Email Address: 


Agent Details (if applicable) 
Address: 


Eircode: 
Telephone No: 
Email Address: 


Landowner Details (if applicable) 


Address: 


Eircode: 
Telephone No: 
Email Address: 







 
 


Advice to Applicant 
 
(a) Prescribed Fee - €80.00 - You may wish to pay the fee by card by 


ringing the cash office on 074 9153900. Please note the receipt number 
in your cover email with the form. 
 


(b) Application must be accompanied by: 
- Site location map with site clearly outlined in red (to a scale of not 


less than 1:1000 in built up areas and 1:2500 in all other areas). 
- Site layout plan (Site or layout plans shall be drawn to a scale 


(which shall be indicated thereon) of not less than 1:500 or such 
other scale as may be agreed with the planning authority prior to the 
submission of the application, the site boundary shall be clearly 
delineated in red). 


- Elevations (if applicable) – (plans, elevations and sections drawn to 
a scale of not less than 1:200). 


- Other details (e.g. landowner consent (if applicable), photographs 
as appropriate). 


 
(c) Completed application form & supporting documentation to be returned 


to the Planning Authority by email to planning@donegalcoco.ie 
 
(d) More information on exempted development can be found on the OPR 


planning leaflets available at https://www.opr.ie/planning-leaflets/ 
 



mailto:planning@donegalcoco.ie
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		Fillable - Section 5 Declaration of Exemption Application Form

		Section 5 Declaration of Exemption Application Form



		Name of Applicants: PELAGIA FEED (IRELAND) LTD

		Agent Name if applicable: AL Architects Ltd

		Location of Proposed Development  Works Townland or postal address as appropriate and Eircode if available: L1415 (Mart Road) F94 P227

Main Street, Dunkineely F94 KW1A



		Description of Proposed Development including details of works where applicable Only works listed below will be assessed under this section 5 applicationRow1: Lorries Currently used by Pelagia Feed (Ireland) Ltd and parked in the adjacent grounds directly to the north currently leased by C Bio / C&B Agri Enterprise Ltd. The lorries are parked there out of hours when not being used. The site, historically used as Dunkineely Mart had planning approval granted in 2003 (Ref 03-700) for Killybegs Trawl Nets for the change of use from existing livestock mart buildings and yard to a fishnet manufacturing storage and handling facility and permission for the illumination of existing yard and buildings and to incorporate 2no sliding doors to front elevation of existing live stock mart building and for all associated site works. This permission allowed for the use and parking of lorries associated with its approved commercial use.

Killybegs Trawl Nets ceased trading in 2014 with C Fish (later to be Pelagia Feed (Ireland) Ltd) taking over the facility almost immediately.

Whilst using the yard and buildings, Killybegs Trawl Nets operated 5-6 lorries with multiple daily runs to Killybegs bringing and dropping off fishing nets from gte trawlers for repair together with the distribution of their own manufactured nets. During the fishing season between September and April the netting company would operate on a 24 hour basis.

Pelagia Feed (Ireland) Ltd use the existing hardstanding to park 5no lorries overnight with the lorries being parked at 7.00pm with works commencing at 7.00am. The use of the former Mart hardstanding is just a continuation of the previously approved commercial use granted to Killybegs Trawl Nets.



		YesIs the development a Protected Structure or within the curtilage of a Protected Structure: 

		NoIs the development a Protected Structure or within the curtilage of a Protected Structure: x

		YesHas a declaration under Section 57 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended been requested or issued in respect of the property: 

		NoHas a declaration under Section 57 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended been requested or issued in respect of the property: x

		Applicants Interest in the site: Tenant

		If not the Owner of the site please provide the name of the Landowner: South West Donegal Livestock Co-op

		Please list types of plans drawings etc submitted with this application: V003-14-01 Site Arrangements
V003-14-02 Site Plan


		Planning History list any relevant planning application reference numbers: 03-700 (Killybegs Trawl Nets)

		Are you aware of any enforcement proceedings connected to the site If so please supply details: Unauthorised Development Letter Ref: UD1773

		Signature of ApplicantAgent: 

		Date: 14-07-2025

		Address: Main St,

Dunkineely,

Co. Donegal

		Eircode: F94 KW1A

		Telephone No: 0749737254

		Email Address: 

		Address_2: Office 8B, The Courtyard,

Lower Main St,

Letterkenny,

Co. Donegal

		Eircode_2: F92 P3KK

		Telephone No_2: 0749128222

		Email Address_2: 

		Address_3: Bruckless,

Co. Donegal

		Eircode_3: 

		Telephone No_3: 

		Email Address_3: juliannenesbitt@hotmail.com








  
  


Office 8b, The Courtyard, Lower Main Street, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal   T   (074) 9128222   F   (074) 9129903   E    info@alarchitects.com 


Principals: AW Leadley B Arch, MRIAI, RIBA and A M Winters B Arch, Paul Scott BSc HDip Con, Damien Kearns, Dipl Const Studies. 


Company No: 532200  ▪  VAT No: IE3200774FH 


 
GL/V003-14/PL/AWL                                                                           14th July 2025 
 
Planning Department 
Donegal County Council 
County House 
The Diamond, 
Lifford, 
Co Donegal 
 
 
Re: Section 5 Application at Main Street / Mart Road, Dunkineely for Pelagia Feed (Ireland) Ltd. 
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Please find attached the following: 
 
 
V003-14-01  Site Arrangements  
V003-14-02   Site Plan 
Completed Section 5 Application form 
 
 
Following a meeting with Aideen Quinn and Corrina Higgins on Tuesday 8th July to discuss regularisation of the various 
outstanding planning issues, this application is to seek confirmation for the current established parking arrangements within the 
adjacent old Mart site to the north of the Pelagia Feed Site. 
I confirm the receipt no is 665689 for €80.00 associated with the application 
 
 
 
We trust this is satisfactory, but should you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact this office.  
 
Yours Faithfully  
 
 
____________________ 
AL Architects 
Enc. 
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1.  Copyright reserved to AL Architects.
2.  Work to figured dimensions only. Do not scale the drawing.
3.  The contractor is responsible for checking all levels and
dimensions on site, and shall refer all discrepancies to the
architect.
4.  Where appropriate, for details of structure, mechanical or
electrical details, see consultant engineers drawings.
5.  Proprietary items shall be fixed in strict accordance with
manufacturer's instructions, unless otherwise instructed.
6.  Sizes of proprietary items shall be checked with manufacturer.
7.  The contractor shall be responsible for the co-ordination of
structure, finishes and services.


NOTES. Rev. Date Comments Project Section 5 Application for Pelagia Feed
(Ireland) ltd.


Drawing Title Site Plan


Drawing No. V003-14-02 Rev. .


Drawn EC
Scale 1:500


Date 14-07-2025
Print as A2


A r c h i t e c t s
Chartered Architects   Surveyors   Project Managers.


Office 8B, The Courtyard, Lower Main Street, Letterkenny,
Co.Donegal, Ireland.
Tel : +353 (0)749128222.   Fax : +353 (0)749129903.
Email :  info@alarchitects.com
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2.  Work to figured dimensions only. Do not scale the drawing.
3.  The contractor is responsible for checking all levels and
dimensions on site, and shall refer all discrepancies to the
architect.
4.  Where appropriate, for details of structure, mechanical or
electrical details, see consultant engineers drawings.
5.  Proprietary items shall be fixed in strict accordance with
manufacturer's instructions, unless otherwise instructed.
6.  Sizes of proprietary items shall be checked with manufacturer.
7.  The contractor shall be responsible for the co-ordination of
structure, finishes and services.
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SECTION 5 APPLICATION 

FOR DECLARATION ON DEVELOPMENT AND EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT 

Completed application form & supporting documentation to be returned to the 
Planning Authority by email to planning@donegalcoco.ie 

Name of Applicant(s): 

Agent Name: 
(if applicable) 
Location of Proposed Development / 
Works: 
(Townland or postal address as 
appropriate and Eircode if available) 

Description of Proposed Development including details of works (where applicable): 
(Only works listed below will be assessed under this section 5 application) 

mailto:planning@donegalcoco.ie
mparke
New Stamp



Is the development a Protected 
Structure or within the curtilage of a 
Protected Structure? 

Yes No 

Has a declaration under Section 57 of 
the Planning and Development Act 
2000 (as amended) been requested or 
issued in respect of the property. 

Yes No 

Applicant(s) Interest in the site: 

If not the Owner of the site, please 
provide the name of the Landowner: 
Please list types of plans, drawings 
etc. submitted with this application: 

Planning History - list any relevant 
planning application reference numbers: 
Are you aware of any enforcement 
proceedings connected to the site? If 
so, please supply details: 

I hereby certify that the information provided is true and accurate 
Signature of Applicant/Agent: 

Date: 
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Office 8b, The Courtyard, Lower Main Street, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal   T   (074) 9128222   F   (074) 9129903   E    info@alarchitects.com 

Principals: AW Leadley B Arch, MRIAI, RIBA and A M Winters B Arch, Paul Scott BSc HDip Con, Damien Kearns, Dipl Const Studies. 

Company No: 532200  ▪  VAT No: IE3200774FH 

 
GL/V003-14/PL/AWL                                                                           14th July 2025 
 
Planning Department 
Donegal County Council 
County House 
The Diamond, 
Lifford, 
Co Donegal 
 
 
Re: Section 5 Application at Main Street / Mart Road, Dunkineely for Pelagia Feed (Ireland) Ltd. 
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Please find attached the following: 
 
 
V003-14-01  Site Arrangements  
V003-14-02   Site Plan 
Completed Section 5 Application form 
 
 
Following a meeting with Aideen Quinn and Corrina Higgins on Tuesday 8th July to discuss regularisation of the various 
outstanding planning issues, this application is to seek confirmation for the current established parking arrangements within the 
adjacent old Mart site to the north of the Pelagia Feed Site. 
I confirm the receipt no is 665689 for €80.00 associated with the application 
 
 
 
We trust this is satisfactory, but should you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact this office.  
 
Yours Faithfully  
 
 
____________________ 
AL Architects 
Enc. 
 

 

mailto:info@alarchitects.com
mparke
New Stamp



 

 
 
 
 
 
E-mail:   adam@alarchitects.com 
 
Our Ref: S525/66 
 
 
16th July, 2025 
 
 
PELAGIA FEED (IRL) LTD. 
C/o AL Architects Ltd. 
 
 
 
Re: Section 5 - Application for development at Mart Road (L1415) F94 P227 Main 

Street, Dunkineely F94 KW1A 
 
 
A Chara, 
 
 
I wish to acknowledge receipt of your application received on 14th July, 2025 in relation to 
the above. 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

Martina Parke 
 
Donegal County Council 
Planning Services 
 
 
 



SECTION 5 REFERRAL REPORT – Ref.No: 25/66 

 

Donegal County Council 

 

1.0 COMMENTS 

The subject site is located in the village of Dunkineely and is an existing commercial 

site with sheds therein. The proposed works constitute one element as follows:  

1. Is the parking of lorries associated with the fish processing business on a 

stoned area to the north of the existing buildings between 7pm -7am  

development or exempted development?  

 

The existing buildings are not on the Council’s Record of Protected Structures nor is it 

included on the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage.   The entire site is located 

within the settlement framework of Dunkineely and is zoned as of High Scenic Amenity 

in the County Donegal Development Plan 2024-2030.    

 

2.0 EVALUATION  

In preparing the assessment for this reference, regard has been had to the following 

statutory provisions:  

 

3.0  Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended)  

 

Section 2(1)  

In this Act, except where the context otherwise requires – 

 

"structure" means any building, structure, excavation, or other thing 

constructed or made on, in or under any land, or any part of a structure so 

defined, and  

(a)  where the context so admits, includes the land on, in or under which the 

structure is situate ...  

 



"works" includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, 

extension, alteration, repair or renewal ...  

 

Section 3(1)  

"Development" in this Act means, except where the context otherwise requires, 

the carrying out of any works on, in, over or under land or the making of any 

material change in the use of any structures or other land.  

 

Section 177U(9) 

“In deciding upon a declaration for the purposes of Section 5 of this Act a 

planning authority or the Board, as the case may be, shall where appropriate, 

conduct screening for appropriate assessment in accordance with the provisions 

of this section”.     

 

4.0 Planning & Development Regulations, 2001 (as amended) 

Article 9.       (1)      Development to which article 6 relates shall not be exempted 
development for the purposes of the Act— 

(a)  if the carrying out of such development would— 

 

 

(iii) endanger public safety by reason of traffic hazard or obstruction 
of road users, 

5.0 PLANNING HISTORY 

03/700 permission granted for a change of use from livestock mart to fish net 

manufacturing, storage and handling facility (KT Nets).  

S5 23/48 the change of use from net manufacturer to fish processing on the former 

Mart site was deemed to fall within Class 4 ‘light industrial use’ and to be exempted 

development.  

6.0 ASSESSMENT 

6.1          Consideration of Proposed Development:   

(i) The proposed development is to facilitate parking of lorries on an 

overnight basis from 7pm to 7am on lands to the north of built 



structures and accessed via local road L-1415-1 to the west of the 

overall site. 

(ii) It is noted that under application ref. no. 16/51041/ACP ref. 

05E.247263 the Inspector found that ‘the proposed development 

would facilitate intensification of the existing use …and would 

therefore, endanger public safety by reason of traffic hazard and 

obstruction of road users.’ 

(iii) The proposal includes the parking of lorries used by the business on 

an overnight basis but does not clarify if these are refrigerated 

vehicles that are noise generating and cold impact negatively on 

third party amenities.  

(iv) The proposal has not set out a traffic management plan that would 

clarify vehicular movements into, out of and around the subject site.  

(v) Having regard to Article 9 (1) (iii) of the Planning and Development 

Regulations 2001 (as amended), it is determined that the 

development has the potential to cause a traffic hazard that is 

contrary to public safety.  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  

(vi) It is therefore concluded that the proposed development is 

development but is not exempted development under Article 9 (1) 

(iii) of Part 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as 

amended).  

(vii) Appropriate assessment is not a consideration in the assessment of 

this referral.   

7.0      Conclusion: 

                It is considered that: 

(i) Use of an area for vehicular parking constitutes “development” within 

the meaning of the Act, being works, but is NOT exempted 



development having regard to Article 9 (1) (iii) of Part 2 of the 

Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).  

8. RECOMMENDATION 
IT IS HEREBY RECOMMENDED THAT A DECLARATION BE MADE THAT THE SUBJECT 
MATTER OF THE REQUEST AS ABOVE - 
 
IS    Development 
 
& 
 
IS  NOT Exempted Development 

 

WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ABOVE ACT 
 
The parking of lorries associated with the fish processing business on a stoned area to 

the north of the existing buildings between 7pm -7am  

 
The Planning Authority, in considering this referral, had regard particularly to - 
 
(a) Sections 2, 3, 4 and 177U of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as  

amended),  
(b)        Article 9 of Part 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 (as 

amended). 
 
and concluded that: 
 
The proposal is development within the meaning of the Planning and Development 
Act, 2000 (as amended) but is not exempted development having regard to Article 9 
(1) (iii) of Part 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 (as amended) 
which de-exempts development that endangers public safety by reason of traffic 
hazard or obstruction to road users. 

Signed:  
Position: Exec Planner 
Date:           08/08/2025 

 
________________________________ 
Frank Sweeney 
Senior Executive Planner, Community Development & Planning Services, 08/08/2025 
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