
SECTION 5 APPLICATION 

FOR DECLARATION ON DEVELOPMENT AND EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT 

Completed application form & supporting documentation to be returned to the 
Planning Authority by email to planning@donegalcoco.ie 

Name of Applicant(s): 

Agent Name: 
(if applicable) 
Location of Proposed Development / 
Works: 
(Townland or postal address as 
appropriate and Eircode if available) 

Description of Proposed Development including details of works (where applicable): 
(Only works listed below will be assessed under this section 5 application) 

mailto:planning@donegalcoco.ie
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Is the development a Protected 
Structure or within the curtilage of a 
Protected Structure? 

Yes No 

Has a declaration under Section 57 of 
the Planning and Development Act 
2000 (as amended) been requested or 
issued in respect of the property. 

Yes No 

Applicant(s) Interest in the site: 

If not the Owner of the site, please 
provide the name of the Landowner: 
Please list types of plans, drawings 
etc. submitted with this application: 

Planning History - list any relevant 
planning application reference numbers: 
Are you aware of any enforcement 
proceedings connected to the site? If 
so, please supply details: 

I hereby certify that the information provided is true and accurate 
Signature of Applicant/Agent: 

Date: 

MARTIN MCLAUGHLIN
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E-mail:    martin@octoberhouse.org 
 
Our Ref: S525/61 
 
 

8th July, 2025 
 
 
Alexsander Sasic 
C/o October House Design Ltd. 
 
 
Re: Section 5 - Application for proposed internal reconfiguration including new 

bathroom & kitchen layout at Carickfad, West End, Bundoran, F94 X9Y1. 
 
 
A Chara, 
 
 
I wish to acknowledge receipt of your application received on 4th July, 2025 in relation to the 
above. 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

Martina Parke 
 
Donegal County Council 
Planning Services 
 
 
 



SECTION 5 REFERRAL REPORT – Ref.No: 25/61 

 

Donegal County Council 

 

1.0 COMMENTS 

The subject site is a mid-terrace two storey dwelling house located at West End, 

Bundoran.   The proposed works constitute one element as follows:  

1. Internal configuration of the existing dwelling including a new bathroom and 

kitchen layout.  

 

The existing dwelling is not on the Council’s Record of Protected Structures nor is it 

included on the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage.   The site is located in an 

area designated as Regeneration in the County Donegal Development Plan (Bundoran 

Area Plan) 2024-2030.   Objective BN-REGEN-O-1 sets out ‘To seek the development 

and renewal of areas within Bundoran that are in need of regeneration, and in 

particular the Regeneration Areas identified on the Bundoran land-use zoning map 

(map 20.1 refers) in order to prevent (i.) adverse effects on existing amenities in such 

areas, (ii.) urban blight and decay, (iii.) anti-social behaviour or (iv.) a shortage of 

habitable houses or of land suitable for residential use or a mixture of residential and 

other uses.’  

 

 

2.0 EVALUATION  

 

In preparing the assessment for this reference, regard has been had to the following 

statutory provisions:  

 

3.0  Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended)  

 

Section 2(1)  

In this Act, except where the context otherwise requires – 

 



"structure" means any building, structure, excavation, or other thing 

constructed or made on, in or under any land, or any part of a structure so 

defined, and  

(a)  where the context so admits, includes the land on, in or under which the 

structure is situate ...  

 

"works" includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, 

extension, alteration, repair or renewal ...  

 

Section 3(1)  

"Development" in this Act means, except where the context otherwise requires, 

the carrying out of any works on, in, over or under land or the making of any 

material change in the use of any structures or other land.  

 

Section 177U(9) 

“In deciding upon a declaration for the purposes of Section 5 of this Act a 

planning authority or the Board, as the case may be, shall where appropriate, 

conduct screening for appropriate assessment in accordance with the provisions 

of this section”.     

 

Section 4 (1) (h) of Part 1 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, (as 

amended) 

‘(h) development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, 

improvement or other alteration of any structure, being works which affect only 

the interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the external 

appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with 

the character of the structure or of neighbouring structures’ 

 

Class 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 

(as amended) – Exempted Development 

“The extension of a house, by the construction or erection of an extension to the 

rear of the house”.   



1.  The floor area of any such extension where the house has not been extended 

previously shall not exceed: 

a) Where the house has not been extended previously, the floor area of any 

such extension shall not exceed 40sq.m. 

4 (c) The height of the highest part of the roof of any such extension shall not 

exceed, in the case of a flat roofed extension, the height of the eaves or 

parapet, as may be appropriate, or, in any other case, shall not exceed the 

height of the highest part of the roof of the dwelling. 

5. The construction or erection of any such extension to the rear of the house shall 

not reduce the area of private open space, reserved exclusively for the use of the 

occupants of the house, to the rear of the house to less than 25 square metres.  

6. (a) Any window proposed at ground level in any such extension shall not be less 

than 1 metre from the boundary it faces.  

(b) Any window proposed above ground level in any such extension shall not be 

less than 11 metres from the boundary it faces.  

7. The roof of any extension shall not be used as a balcony or roof garden. 

 

 

4.0 PLANNING HISTORY 

There is no planning history recorded for this site. 

5.0 ASSESSMENT 

 

4.1 Consideration of Proposed Development:   

 

(i) The proposed works consist of reconfiguration of the internal layout 

of the existing dwelling house 

(ii) The dwelling is in a state of disrepair and works include the 

replacement of a flat roof to the rear of the dwelling  

(iii) The rear garden area will be approximately 80sqm on completion of 

works. 

(iv) The proposed windows on the rear/southern elevation is shown to be 

80m from the boundary.  



(v) Having regard to Class 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning & 

Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) the proposed 

development is in accordance with the criteria of that Class 1 and can 

be considered as Development and as Exempted Development under 

Class 1. 

(vi) Having regard to Section 4 (1) (h) of Part 1 of the Planning and 

Development Act 2000 (as amended) the works proposed are internal 

in nature and are not considered to materially alter the character of 

the dwelling house or impact negatively on any third parties 

(vii) It is considered that the proposed works noted above constitute 

“development” within the meaning of the Act, being works, and is 

exempted development. 

(viii) Appropriate assessment is not a consideration in the assessment of 

this referral.   

 

4.2 Conclusion: 

It is considered that: 

(i) Internal reconfiguration of an existing dwelling with replacement of deteriorated 

structures constitutes “development” within the meaning of the Act, being works, 

and is exempted development under Section 4 (1) (h) of Part 1 of the Planning and 

Development Act 2000 (as amended)  

(ii) It should also be noted that in determining the subject section 5 referral regard 

was had to recent Section 5 referrals to An Bord Pleanala for determination. 

 

5.0 RECOMMENDATION  

 

IT IS HEREBY RECOMMENDED THAT A DECLARATION BE MADE THAT THE SUBJECT 

MATTER OF THE REQUEST AS ABOVE -  

 

IS    Development 

& 



IS     Exempted Development 

 

WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ABOVE ACT 

 

The proposal for:  

Internal reconfiguration of an existing dwelling with replacement of deteriorated 

structures 

The Planning Authority, in considering this referral, had regard particularly to: 

(a) Sections 2, 3, Section 4 (1) (h) and 177U of the Planning and Development 

Act, 2000 (as amended)  

(b) Class 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 

2001 (as amended). 

(c) Article 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended)  

 

And concluded that: 

The proposal is development and is exempted development coming within the scope 

of Section 4 (1) (h) of Part 1 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended).  

Signed:  

Position: Exec Planner 

Date:    21/07/2025 

 
________________________________ 
Frank Sweeney 
Senior Executive Planner  
Community Development & Planning Services 
24/07/2025 
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	Fillable - Section 5 Declaration of Exemption Application Form
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	S52561-Acknowledgement
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	IS    Development
	IS     Exempted Development

	Position: Exec Planner

	S5 25.61-Signed CEO & Declaration

	Name of Applicants: Aleksandar Sasic
	Agent Name if applicable: October House Designs Ltd
	Location of Proposed Development  Works Townland or postal address as appropriate and Eircode if available: Carrickfad, West End, F94 X9Y1 Bundoran, Co Donegal
	Description of Proposed Development including details of works where applicable Only works listed below will be assessed under this section 5 applicationRow1: The original terraced house was built in the 19th century, and its two-storey extension was added before the implementation of the 1963 Act on 1st October 1964. This is not a protected structure or within a designated conservation area, and it will remain in domestic use.
We requested the planning history of the property from Donegal County Council, and the GIS technician has confirmed that, based on the information provided, there is no evidence of any previous planning applications. The house is currently in derelict condition, with a collapsed roof and partially deteriorated walls. Dimensions are based on historical plans. According to the plans, the highest part of the flat roof of the existing extension will not exceed the height of the existing eaves or parapet. The works carried out will be within the footprint of the existing extension and anew flat roof will be installed at a height consistent with current eaves. 
The area of private open space to the rear of the house exceeds 25 square metres. The house will be reconnected to existing or upgraded public utilities, including electricity, water, and wastewater services.

Scope of Proposed Works:
 • Internal reconfiguration including new bathroom and kitchen layout.
 • A new staircase.
 • Replacement of all internal plumbing and electrical systems.
 • Replacement of existing roof and re-covering with slate to match previous one.
 • Internal insulation of external walls
 • Rendering of the front elevation to match existing finishes
 • Installation of Heating systems  (air-to-air heat pump)
 • Installation of Mechanical Ventilation with Heat Recovery (MVHR) system
 • Internal insulation, flooring, plastering
 • Replacement of windows and doors with energy-efficient units of similar style and dimensions.
 • Reconnection to public mains water, wastewater, and electricity.
 • No works will exceed the original roof height or involve existing extension of the building footprint.
Neighbouring properties on both sides have been vacant for several years and are currently uninhabited. Feedback from one neighbouring property owner has been positive, and no objections to the proposed works have been raised.  The other owner resides abroad and was unreachable at this stage. 
Based on the nature and scope of the proposed works, with 'like as it like' and having regard to Article 6 and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), we believe that the development qualifies as exempted development. We respectfully seek confirmation of this by way of a formal declaration under Section 5 of the Act.
	YesIs the development a Protected Structure or within the curtilage of a Protected Structure: 
	NoIs the development a Protected Structure or within the curtilage of a Protected Structure: x
	YesHas a declaration under Section 57 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended been requested or issued in respect of the property: 
	NoHas a declaration under Section 57 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended been requested or issued in respect of the property: x
	Applicants Interest in the site: Owner
	If not the Owner of the site please provide the name of the Landowner: NA
	Please list types of plans drawings etc submitted with this application: - Site location map (Scale 1:1000)
- Site layout plan (Scale 1:500) 
- Floor plans & elevations (Scale 1:200)
	Planning History list any relevant planning application reference numbers: Built prior over 100 years and prior to 1964
	Are you aware of any enforcement proceedings connected to the site If so please supply details: NA
	Signature of ApplicantAgent: 
	Date: 04/07/2025


