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From: McCullagh Architecture <info@mccullagh.ie> 
Sent: 05 March 2026 13:52
To: planning mailbox <Planning@Donegalcoco.ie>
Subject: Section 5 Application (Declaration on Exempted Development) Donegal MD- FAO:
Caitrin Lynch / Aideen Quinn

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Donegal County
Council. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and are sure that the content is safe.

Re: Section 5 Application (Declaration on Exempted Development)

Applicant: Siobhan Mc Cormack – Property at Wilsons Creek, Rossylongan, Co. Donegal

Eircode: F94 H5F2

Previous Planning Ref: 00/152

 

Dear Aideen / Caitrin,

I refer to the above property and attach a Section 5 application for your consideration.

Should you have any queries please let me know.

Kind regards

Barry McCullagh
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Ms Aideen Quinn 
Executive Planner 
Planning Department 
Donegal County Council 
County House 
Lifford 
Co. Donegal 
 
4th March 2026 
 
Re: Section 5 Application (Declaration on Exempted Development) 
Applicant: Siobhan Mc Cormack – Property at Wilsons Creek, Rossylongan, Co. Donegal 
Eircode: F94 H5F2 
Previous Planning Ref: 00/152 
 
Dear Aideen, 
  
We refer to the above application and enclose the following; 
 


 1 no. Section 5 Application Form 
 Planning Fee: € 80 - Receipt no: 667524 


 
The applicant is proposing to add an extension to the rear of her dwelling house in order to 
provide a ground floor space for her mother Renate McCormack who now requires full time 
care.  
The works shall be part funded by a grant which requires confirmation that the works are 
considered as exempted development.   
The existing dwelling house has full Planning Permission, and no other extensions or works 
have been undertaken since the original construction that require the benefit of Planning.  
 
The works proposed generally consist of the following; 


 Construction of a 40 sq.metre extension to the rear side (south) elevation.  
 
The extension shall be linked into the existing sunroom to provide a structural link between 
both properties while allowing each space to be mildly independent of one other. The only 
access into the extension from the external garden / street area shall be via the sun room in 
the main dwelling house as shown.   
 
 
 







 


 
 
 
 
The purpose of the extension is so that Siobhan can provide full time care to her mother 
Renate while allowing independent living to remain and a limited level of independence shall 
be afforded upon her mother.  
 
A letter has been provided by Renates occupational therapist, Ms Laura Murray outlining her 
condition and care needs for your consideration and to assist your consideration of this 
application.  
Given that Renate is moving from care and requires this extension as soon as possible, her 
daughter Siobhan has everything in place to progress the extension, however, requires 
consent to carry out the works and paperwork to furnish to the funding body.   
 
It is considered that the works outlined on the attached drawing (ref: BMC/BD/26/029/01/PI) 
can be suitably accommodated within the large site and do not detract from the dwelling 
house and development in general and may be accommodated under a section 5 Planning 
application.  
 
Should you have any queries or require any further information please don’t hesitate to 
contact the undersigned, we await your decision in due course.  
 
Many thanks 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
_________________________ 
Barry McCullagh  
McCullagh Architecture and Surveying Ltd  
 
Encl:  
Completed Section 5 application   
Letter from OT Laura Murray 
Drawings to show the extent of the works proposed  
 
 
 








SECTION 5 APPLICATION 


FOR DECLARATION ON DEVELOPMENT AND EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT 


Completed application form & supporting documentation to be returned to the 
Planning Authority by email to planning@donegalcoco.ie 


Name of Applicant(s): 


Agent Name: 
(if applicable) 
Location of Proposed Development / 
Works: 
(Townland or postal address as 
appropriate and Eircode if available) 


Description of Proposed Development including details of works (where applicable): 
(Only works listed below will be assessed under this section 5 application) 



mailto:planning@donegalcoco.ie





Is the development a Protected 
Structure or within the curtilage of a 
Protected Structure? 


Yes No 


Has a declaration under Section 57 of 
the Planning and Development Act 
2000 (as amended) been requested or 
issued in respect of the property. 


Yes No 


Applicant(s) Interest in the site: 


If not the Owner of the site, please 
provide the name of the Landowner: 
Please list types of plans, drawings 
etc. submitted with this application: 


Planning History - list any relevant 
planning application reference numbers: 
Are you aware of any enforcement 
proceedings connected to the site? If 
so, please supply details: 


I hereby certify that the information provided is true and accurate 
Signature of Applicant/Agent: 


Date: 







Additional Contact Information 


NOT TO BE MADE AVAILABLE WITH APPLICATION 


Please note: 
1) The applicant’s address must be submitted on this page.


Applicant(s) Details 


Address: 


Eircode: 
Telephone No: 
Email Address: 


Agent Details (if applicable) 
Address: 


Eircode: 
Telephone No: 
Email Address: 


Landowner Details (if applicable) 


Address: 


Eircode: 
Telephone No: 
Email Address: 







 
 


Advice to Applicant 
 
(a) Prescribed Fee - €80.00 - You may wish to pay the fee by card by 


ringing the cash office on 074 9153900. Please note the receipt number 
in your cover email with the form. 
 


(b) Application must be accompanied by: 
- Site location map with site clearly outlined in red (to a scale of not 


less than 1:1000 in built up areas and 1:2500 in all other areas). 
- Site layout plan (Site or layout plans shall be drawn to a scale 


(which shall be indicated thereon) of not less than 1:500 or such 
other scale as may be agreed with the planning authority prior to the 
submission of the application, the site boundary shall be clearly 
delineated in red). 


- Elevations (if applicable) – (plans, elevations and sections drawn to 
a scale of not less than 1:200). 


- Other details (e.g. landowner consent (if applicable), photographs 
as appropriate). 


 
(c) Completed application form & supporting documentation to be returned 


to the Planning Authority by email to planning@donegalcoco.ie 
 
(d) More information on exempted development can be found on the OPR 


planning leaflets available at https://www.opr.ie/planning-leaflets/ 
 



mailto:planning@donegalcoco.ie
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		Fillable - Section 5 Declaration of Exemption Application Form

		Section 5 Declaration of Exemption Application Form



		Name of Applicants: Siobhan Mc Cormack

		Agent Name if applicable: McCullagh Architecture & Surveying

		Location of Proposed Development  Works Townland or postal address as appropriate and Eircode if available: 9 Wilsons Creek, Rossylongan, Donegal,
F94 H5F2

		Description of Proposed Development including details of works where applicable Only works listed below will be assessed under this section 5 applicationRow1: Extension measuring 40 sq.m to the rear side (South) elevation. See attached cover / support letter. 

		YesIs the development a Protected Structure or within the curtilage of a Protected Structure: 

		NoIs the development a Protected Structure or within the curtilage of a Protected Structure: X

		YesHas a declaration under Section 57 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended been requested or issued in respect of the property: 

		NoHas a declaration under Section 57 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended been requested or issued in respect of the property: X

		Applicants Interest in the site: 

		If not the Owner of the site please provide the name of the Landowner: 

		Please list types of plans drawings etc submitted with this application: Existing and Proposed Elevations, Floor Plans, Sections, Site Layout & Site Location Map.

		Planning History list any relevant planning application reference numbers: 00/152

		Are you aware of any enforcement proceedings connected to the site If so please supply details: No

		Signature of ApplicantAgent: 

		Date: 04/03/2026

		Address: 9 Wilsons Creek, 
Rossylongan, 
Donegal.


		Eircode: F94 H5F2

		Telephone No: 0857603980

		Email Address: s_mcc22@yahoo.ie

		Address_2: Glenfin Road,
Ballybofey, 
Co Donegal.

		Eircode_2: F93 A520

		Telephone No_2: 0749132994

		Email Address_2: info@mccullagh.ie

		Address_3: 

		Eircode_3: 

		Telephone No_3: 

		Email Address_3: 

				2026-03-04T19:17:00+0000

		Certified by Adobe Acrobat Sign
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Occupational Therapy Department 


Stroke and Medical Rehabilitation Unit, 


Letterkenny University Hospital, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal 


F92 AE81 
 [Type here] [Type here] 


 


To whom it may concern,  


 


RE: Renate Mc Cormack, Orbeg, Donegal Town, Co. Donegal. DOB: 04.06.1942 / PCN: 5001299 


 


Presenting compliant: Admitted to LUH on 10.07.2025 with unwitnessed fall at home, reports 4 


wheeled walker an away from her. Lay on floor for 1 hour until found on floor by carers- recurrent 


falls recent weeks. Transfer to SMRU (Stroke Medical Rehab Unit) on 31.07.2025 till current.  


Past medical history: T2DM, RTI, UTI, OA, Hypothyroidism, Angio- mild disease, SIADH, PPM for 


tachybrady syndrome.   


Previous functional status:  


• Prior admission to LUH Renate was requiring min Assistance of 1/ supervision with chair and 


bed transfers. 


• Mobilising independently with 4 wheeled walker.  


• As per Renate was managing independently with washing and dressing however carers were 


in place supporting with min assistance. Independent with toilet transfers.  


 


Current functional status:  


• Renate is requiring assistance of 1 for PADL’s for safety of same and verbal prompting in 


seated position.  


• Assistance of 1 person with bed transfers and chair transfers due to no safety awareness, 


impulsiveness and lack of insight  







[Type here]                                       


                
   


Occupational Therapy Department 


Stroke and Medical Rehabilitation Unit, 


Letterkenny University Hospital, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal 


F92 AE81 
 [Type here] [Type here] 


• Mobility- Wheeled zimmer frame assistance of 1 requires constant verbal prompting re 


instructions on mobilising – is at very high risk of falls – however for home will require sara 


stedy due to high risk of falls.  


• Not suitable for self-propelling wheelchair due to risks associated with same trialled and 


practiced same on numerous occasions – from a cognitive point of view not retaining 


information of correct use and bumping into doors requires verbal prompting at all times 


with same. Not retaining information to put on breaks when transferring in/out of same.  


• Requires assistance of 1 with toileting due to high risk of falls  


• Independent with feeding self in seated position.  


 


Equipment needs:  


• Profiling bed  


• Sara Stedy moving handling aid 


• Shower chair/ wheeled commode  


• Raised toilet seat frame 


• Transit wheelchair with pressure cushion (issued by OT)  


• Riser recliner chair 


• Pressure off alarm mat wireless  


Recommendations for discharge planning:  


• Renate will require an accessible living area with ramped access for entry and exit as not safe 


to mobilise due to high risk of falls, own home environment not suitable for same will require 


extension off daughter’s house.  


• Renate will require Level access shower/wet room with grab rails and shower chair for 


personal care  
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Occupational Therapy Department 


Stroke and Medical Rehabilitation Unit, 


Letterkenny University Hospital, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal 


F92 AE81 
 [Type here] [Type here] 


• Will require 24/7 supervision at all times at home due to high risk of falls, no safety 


awareness, no insight and impulsiveness. Renate will take risks.  


• Will require a profiling bed to assist with bed transfers  


• Home care package three times daily in situ 1 carer- as per daughter overnight private carers 


arranged however not every night- gaps during day and night highlighted to daughter re 


risks associated with Renate been on her own.  


• Provision of equipment above required for discharge.  


 


If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 


Kind regards,  


 


Laura Murray OT 060077 


Occupational Therapist 


 Stroke & Medical Rehabilitation Unit,  


St. Conal’s Hospital,  


Letterkenny,  


Co. Donegal  


 


T: 074 91 88811 


E: Laura.Murray9@hse.ie  
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This email (including the information contained in it) is sent on behalf of McCullagh Architecture & Surveying Limited and is
strictly confidential and intended solely for the addressee(s). If you are not the intended recipient of this email you must: (a)not
disclose, copy or distribute its contents to any other person nor use its contents in any way or you may be acting unlawfully;
(b)contact McCullagh Architecture & Surveying Limited immediately on 00353749132994 quoting the name of the sender and the
addressee then delete it from your system. McCullagh Architecture & Surveying Limited has scanned this email for viruses but does
not accept any responsibility once this email has been transmitted.  You should scan attachments (if any) for viruses.
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E- mail: info@mccullagh.ie  
 
 
Ref. No: S526/32 
 
 
Date: 6th March, 2026 
 
 
Siobhan Mc Cormack 
C/o McCullagh Architecture & Surveying Ltd. 
Glenfinn Road 
Ballybofey 
Co Donegal 
 
 

DECLARATION ON DEVELOPMENT & EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT 
 
 

Re: Application for a Section 5 Declaration – Extension measuring 40 sq.m to the 
rear side (south) elevaton at 9 Wilsons Creek, Rossylongan, Donegal, F94 H5F2. 

 
 
A Chara, 
 
I wish to acknowledge receipt of your application for a Section 5 Declaration which was 
received on 5th March, 2026. 
 
Mise le meas 
 

Martina Parke 
 
Donegal County Council 
Planning Services 
 

 
 



SECTION 5 REFERRAL REPORT – Ref.No: 26/32 

 

Donegal County Council 

 

1.0 COMMENTS 

The subject site is a detached 2 storey dwelling located at Wilson’s Creek, Donegal 

Town.   The proposed works constitute one element as follows:  

1. Construction of an extension to rear of the dwelling.  

 

The existing dwelling is not on the Council’s Record of Protected Structures nor is it 

included on the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage.   The site is located in an 

area designated as Established Development in the Seven Strategic Towns (Donegal 

Town) Local Area Plan 2018-2024.    

 

2.0 EVALUATION  

 

In preparing the assessment for this reference, regard has been had to the following 

statutory provisions:  

 

3.0  Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended)  

 

Section 2(1)  

In this Act, except where the context otherwise requires – 

 

"structure" means any building, structure, excavation, or other thing 

constructed or made on, in or under any land, or any part of a structure so 

defined, and  

(a)  where the context so admits, includes the land on, in or under which the 

structure is situate ...  

 

"works" includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, 

extension, alteration, repair or renewal ...  



 

Section 3(1)  

"Development" in this Act means, except where the context otherwise requires, 

the carrying out of any works on, in, over or under land or the making of any 

material change in the use of any structures or other land.  

 

Section 177U(9) 

“In deciding upon a declaration for the purposes of Section 5 of this Act a 

planning authority or the Board, as the case may be, shall where appropriate, 

conduct screening for appropriate assessment in accordance with the provisions 

of this section”.     

 

Class 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 

(as amended) – Exempted Development 

“The extension of a house, by the construction or erection of an extension to the 

rear of the house”.   

1.  The floor area of any such extension where the house has not been extended 

previously shall not exceed: 

a) 40sq.m. 

5. The construction or erection of any such extension to the rear of the house shall 

not reduce the area of private open space, reserved exclusively for the use of the 

occupants of the house, to the rear of the house to less than 25 square metres.  

6. (a) Any window proposed at ground level in any such extension shall not be less 

than 1 metre from the boundary it faces.  

7. The roof of any extension shall not be used as a balcony or roof garden. 

 

 

4.0 PLANNING HISTORY 

Permission granted under application ref. no. 00/152 for development of the 

residential estate. 

5.0 ASSESSMENT 

 



4.1 Consideration of Proposed Development:   

 

(i) The proposed extension is located to the rear of the existing dwelling 

house as viewed from the public road and consists of a single storey 

extension with a stated floor area of 39.88 sq.m. 

 

(ii) The proposed extension is to the rear of the building line of the 

existing dwelling and documentary supporting evidence has been 

submitted to confirm the need for the extension. 

(iii) This is a sizeable plot and the rear garden area will be in excess of 

25sqm on completion of works.  

(iv) All windows will be at least 1m from any boundary. 

(v) Having regard to Class 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning & 

Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) the proposed 

development is in accordance with the criteria of that Class 1 and can 

be considered as Development and as Exempted Development under 

Class 1. 

(vi) It is considered that the proposed works noted above constitute 

“development” within the meaning of the Act, being works, and is 

exempted development. 

(vii) Appropriate assessment is not a consideration in the assessment of 

this referral.   

 

4.2 Conclusion: 

It is considered that: 



(i) Construction of an extension to the rear of the existing dwelling house 

constitutes “development” within the meaning of the Act, being 

works, and is exempted development under Class 1 of Part 1 of 

Schedule 2 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 (as 

amended). 

 

It should also be noted that in determining the subject section 5 referral regard 

was had to recent Section 5 referrals to An Bord Pleanala for determination. 

 

5.0 RECOMMENDATION  

 

IT IS HEREBY RECOMMENDED THAT A DECLARATION BE MADE THAT THE SUBJECT 

MATTER OF THE REQUEST AS ABOVE -  

 

IS    Development 

& 

IS     Exempted Development 

 

WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ABOVE ACT 

 

The proposal to:  

(i) Construct an extension to the rear of the dwelling house    

 

The Planning Authority, in considering this referral, had regard particularly to: 

(a) Sections 2, 3, Section 4 (1) (h) and 177U of the Planning and Development 

Act, 2000 (as amended)  

(b) Class 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 

2001 (as amended). 

(c) Article 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended)  

 

And concluded that: 



The proposal is development and is exempted development coming within the scope 

of Class 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 

(as amended).  

 

 

Signed:  

 

Position: Exec Planner 

 

Date:    22/03/2026. 

 
________________________________ 

Frank Sweeney 

Senior Executive Planner  
Community Development & Planning Services 
23/03/2026 
 







Ref. No: S526/32 

25th March 2026 

SIOBHAN MCCORMACK  
C/O MCCULLAGH ARCHITECTURE & SURVEYING 
GLENFIN ROAD 
BALLYBOFEY, 
CO. DONEGAL  
F93 A520 

Re: Erection of an extension measuring 40m² to the rear side (south) elevation 
of existing dwelling at 9 Wilson’s Creek, Rossylongan, Donegal PO, Co. 
Donegal, F94 H5F2. 

A Chara, 

I refer to your request received on 5th March 2026 under Section 5 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 (as amended). Same has now been decided and I now issue 
to you herewith the Council’s Declaration thereon. You are now advised that, in 
accordance with Section 5 (3) (a) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 (as 
amended) where a Declaration is issued, any person issued with such a Declaration 
may, on payment to An Coimisiún Pleanála of such fee as may be prescribed, refer a 
Declaration for review by the Commission within 4 weeks of the date of issuing of the 
Declaration. 

Mise, le meas, 

__________________________ 
For Senior Executive Planner 
Planning Services 
/RMcC 

By Email Only to: info@mccullagh.ie



Planning and Development Acts, 2000 (as amended) 
 

(Declaration and Referral on Development and Exempted Development) 
 

DECLARATION 
Chief Executive Order No: 2026PH0775 

Reference No: S526/32 

Name of Requester: SIOBHAN MCCORMACK  
C/O MCCULLAGH ARCHITECTURE & SURVEYING 

 GLENFIN ROAD 
 BALLYBOFEY, 
 CO. DONEGAL  
 F93 A52 
 
Summarised Description of development the subject matter of request: 

Erection of an extension measuring 40m² to the rear side (south) elevation of existing 
dwelling 
 
Location: 9 Wilson’s Creek, Rossylongan, Donegal PO, Co. Donegal, F94 H5F2. 
 
IT IS HEREBY DECLARED THAT THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE REQUEST AS 
ABOVE  
 
IS    Development 
 
IS Exempted Development  
 
WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ABOVE ACT 
 
The Planning Authority in considering this referral, had regard particularly to: 
 
• Sections 2, 3, Section 4 (1)(h) and 177U of the Planning and Development Act, 

2000 (as amended)  
• Class 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 

2001 (as amended). 
• Article 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended)  

 
And concluded that: 
 
The proposal IS DEVELOPMENT within the meaning of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and IS EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT coming 
within the scope of Class 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning & Development 
Regulations 2001 (as amended).  
 
 
___________________________ 
For Senior Executive Planner 
Planning Services 
 
Dated this 25th day of March 2026 



From: RUTH MCCROSSAN
To: info@mccullagh.ie
Subject: Section 5 26.32
Date: 25 March 2026 11:24:00
Attachments: S5 26.32-Letter & Declaration- SIGNED.pdf

image001.png

Dear Barry,
 
Please find attached Declaration in relation to Section 5 26.32.
 
If you have any queries, please send them to planning@donegalcoco.ie
 
Kind regards
 
Ruth McCrossan
Development Management | Community Development & Planning Services | Donegal
County Council | Lifford | Co. Donegal
Tel: + 353 74 9153900 | Email: ruthmccrossan@donegalcoco.ie
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Ref. No: S526/32 


25th March 2026 


SIOBHAN MCCORMACK  
C/O MCCULLAGH ARCHITECTURE & SURVEYING 
GLENFIN ROAD 
BALLYBOFEY, 
CO. DONEGAL  
F93 A520 


Re: Erection of an extension measuring 40m² to the rear side (south) elevation 
of existing dwelling at 9 Wilson’s Creek, Rossylongan, Donegal PO, Co. 
Donegal, F94 H5F2. 


A Chara, 


I refer to your request received on 5th March 2026 under Section 5 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 (as amended). Same has now been decided and I now issue 
to you herewith the Council’s Declaration thereon. You are now advised that, in 
accordance with Section 5 (3) (a) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 (as 
amended) where a Declaration is issued, any person issued with such a Declaration 
may, on payment to An Coimisiún Pleanála of such fee as may be prescribed, refer a 
Declaration for review by the Commission within 4 weeks of the date of issuing of the 
Declaration. 


Mise, le meas, 


__________________________ 
For Senior Executive Planner 
Planning Services 
/RMcC 


By Email Only to: info@mccullagh.ie







Planning and Development Acts, 2000 (as amended) 
 


(Declaration and Referral on Development and Exempted Development) 
 


DECLARATION 
Chief Executive Order No: 2026PH0775 


Reference No: S526/32 


Name of Requester: SIOBHAN MCCORMACK  
C/O MCCULLAGH ARCHITECTURE & SURVEYING 


 GLENFIN ROAD 
 BALLYBOFEY, 
 CO. DONEGAL  
 F93 A52 
 
Summarised Description of development the subject matter of request: 


Erection of an extension measuring 40m² to the rear side (south) elevation of existing 
dwelling 
 
Location: 9 Wilson’s Creek, Rossylongan, Donegal PO, Co. Donegal, F94 H5F2. 
 
IT IS HEREBY DECLARED THAT THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE REQUEST AS 
ABOVE  
 
IS    Development 
 
IS Exempted Development  
 
WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ABOVE ACT 
 
The Planning Authority in considering this referral, had regard particularly to: 
 
• Sections 2, 3, Section 4 (1)(h) and 177U of the Planning and Development Act, 


2000 (as amended)  
• Class 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 


2001 (as amended). 
• Article 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended)  


 
And concluded that: 
 
The proposal IS DEVELOPMENT within the meaning of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and IS EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT coming 
within the scope of Class 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning & Development 
Regulations 2001 (as amended).  
 
 
___________________________ 
For Senior Executive Planner 
Planning Services 
 
Dated this 25th day of March 2026 





		DECLARATION

		For Senior Executive Planner






Comhairle Contae
Dhun na nGall
Donegal County Council
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